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department of the paper Is commended to the
attentlon of our pastors and churches, and friends are requested to bear in
mind that its value Is largely dependent on thelr fidelity in furnishing the
material. We invoke their eo-operation to this end. Send on the news,

NOTICES AND APPOINTMENTS,—Notices and appolntments are published

on the Eighth Page. In order to secure prompt insertion they should be
forwarded so as to reach the office on the Monday previous to the date of

publieation.
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CHICAGO,—Memorial Services for
the late James H. Swan were held at St.
Paul's on Sunday mornirg in the pres-
ence of a large congregation. The in-
troductory excercises were conducted by
the pastor, Dr. Canfield, and after the
choir had rendered one of Mr. Swan's
favorite selections and the congregation
had joined in singing a hymn, Dr. Cs:‘a-
field spoke of Mr.Swan a8 the pastor's
friend and hisintimate pereonal relations
to the church.

“He was a churchman,” he said, “whose
ambition seemed to be to see how much
he could put into the church—not how
much be could get out of it. Ido not
remember more than two or three Sun-
daysin the last five years when he was
in the cily that he was absent from
ch:;:l;oble B. Judah followed in an ad-
dress relating to Mr. Sv;an'a interest

: helpfulness in the business concerns
:: ‘:he :hurch. In the period when St.
Paul's was staggering under the heavy
debt caused by the great fire, Mr. Swan
was described as & pillar of strength al-
ways hopeful and loyal. He was also
helpful in all business emergencies

Dr. Cantwell spoke next and briefly
recalled Mr. Swan's gervices in the
Board of Trustees of the General Cm:!-
vention and for thirteen years as Presi
dent of the Illinois Univerealist Convea-
tion. He wasinall respects a consecrated
layman. The great peed of our cbur{':h
is men of Mr, Swan’s type, believers in
the faith and interested in the denom-
inational work snd progrees of the

h.
ch;;: J. B. Defebaugh, the editor of
#The Timberman,” was the fourth and
last speaker. He paid 8 noble triPute to
Mr.Swan from the standpoint of his busi-
ness associates. The eulogy wasa noble
one and well deserved.

St. Paul's tribute to Mr. Swan was an
unusually interesting and significant
geries of eulogies. “The memory of the
just is blessed.”

Englewood.—The Christmas season
has been pleasantly observed by.the
Sunday-school. A Cantata was given
Friday evening by members of the
achool for the entertainment of the
scholare and their friends, and this was
followed by a social made festive by
Chrietmas candies.

ILLINOIS.—Wauponsee.—The Ladies’
. of Wauponsee, 1lL, gave the “New Fes-
tival of Days,” in the lecture-room of the
church, Thureday, December 12, It was
a success socially and financially. Booths
representing the days of the week were
appropriately and beautifully decorated
and articles suited to the days were sold
from each booth, Saturday's booth fur-
nished the supper. The ladies worked
faithfully and well and deserve great
credit. The church work is progressing
steadily snd surely under the leader-
ship of Rev.A. K. Beem, the pastor,
despite all discouragements of roads and
bad weather,

OUR MICHIGAN LETTER.

BATTLE CREEK.

A very interesting meeting occurred
in this enterprising city, Dec. 11 and 12,
It began with the installing services
of the new pastor of the Independent
Congregationalist Church, Rev. Thomas
J. Horner. Some 12 years ago this was
a rigid Presbyterian church, and its pas
tor. Rev. Reed Stuart, now pastor of the
Unitarian church in Detroit, became
out of harmony with its theology and
broke away from the faith of his fathers
and assumed an Independent position.
The people who formed the working
torce of the church had grown unevan-
gelical along with hiw, and when he
withdrew from that presbytery the peo-
ple went with him, and the independent
church was established. During these
many years it has held a thoroughly in-
dependent position, though practically
sympathizingwith the liberal denomina-
tione. The new pastor is the third since
the independency of the society and his
induction into office was with exceed-
ingly interesting services. The sermon
was preached by Rev. Chas. G. Ames, of
Boston, successor of James Freeman
Clarke, as pastor of the Church of the
Disciples. Other speakers were Rev. B.
R. Bulkeley, of Unity Church, Chicago,
Rev. Caroline J. Bartlett, of tke People’s
Church, Kalamazoo, and Prof, H, King,
of Olivet College.

On Thursday a general meeting of the
pastors of the so-called non evargelical
churches of the State was held. This
was really the regular session of theUni-
tarian Conference of the State, but as
this had little business to attend to, the
meeting tool the form of a general dis-
cuesion of plans of work for all liberal
churches. Some of the discussions were
significant. The Unpitarian pastors ex-
pressed a feeling of dieappointment in
their work in this State. One said:
“QOur congregation is practically dead.
We are working separately and disjoint

edly.” Another said: “Our situation is
deplorable; we have notso many church-
es a8 & few years ago.” The discussion

to 'k the form of an appeal for & new or-
ganization which should unite in one
body all who now work under the name
of Universalist, Unitarian and Independ.-
eut. While sympathizing with the pur
pose of this appeal for a better organiz-
iog of forces, the pastors of the Univer-
salist churches dissented from the form
in which the appeal was put. They said
while the situation of Universaliem in
this State is not all that could be de-
gired, it ie steadily improving, and the
gecurity of its present position is due to

organization. Universalists believe in
organization, The Universalists of Mich-
igan have a good State system, a Mie-
sionary Committee and their pastors are
helping each other. And while the pas-
tors enjoy these liberal gatheringe they
are not their only enjoyments for their
own annual meetinge are sources of
pleasure and a means of strengthening
their churches and keeping active scat-
tered Universalists. It was further said
that while the Universalist pastors could
not if they wanted, give up their organi-
zation for a new one, they sympathized
with the appeal for a closer fellowship
of all churches in Michigan; and they
advised that both the Unitarian and
Universalist bodies hold to their liber-
al systems, and that committees from
each co-operate with one another.

As a result of this discussion the Uni-
tarian societies held a special meeting
on one side of the church—(it was in
fact the annual business session of the
Ungitarian Conference of Michigan, and
lasted half an hour); and the Universal-
ist pastors and people present convened
on the other side of the church for in-
formal discussion. The Unitarian side
of the church appoiated a committee to
to work with a similar Committee from
the Universalist Convention, and Uni-
versalist side of the church passed a
resolution expressing sympathy with
this plan of co-operation and promising
to bring the matter before the next
meseting of the Executive Board of the
Convention. Taken altogether the meet-
ing was a unique one and its effect was
to show the advantages of organization
and put new life into the State Unitarian
Conference. The purpose of the com-
mittees appointed is to look over the
field and organize new churches and so
adjust matters that the two denomina-
tions shall not work against each other,
but co operate for the building up of
both., The first thought of some for an
independent organization was shown im-
possible because the Universalist pastors
are connected with an incorporated
body and do not wish to withdraw from
it and the reaction from this was to ele
vate the historical honor of those two
old names—Universalist and Unitarian.
These are two grand names. They have
come out of a noble past. Their long
history and liste of noble names are a
power for our present day. Their best
features are not to be given up by either,
nor are their peculiarities to be contin-
ued as walls to separate their descend-
ante, but their similarities are to draw
all together as they try to spread, not

“Churchianity” but Christianity.
L. 8. MC C.
DETROIT, Dec. 24, 1505,

INDIANA NOTES.
[FrROM J. H. HEWIT.]

—Devon had a Christmas tree; the
service was not largely attended on ac-
count of sickness in the neighborhood.
Receipte, however, were $18,

—Rev, H. N. Brown preached at Ind-
ianapolis last Sunday and Bro. Geo.
Ashworth will preach there next Sun-
day, The Indianapolis people are a
determined little band, and will keep
the church open every week,

—The writer was present at Dublin
Christmas, and was well entertained by
a lengthy program, rendered by thelittle
folks, in the main. “Santa Claus” dis-
tributed presents to every one in school,
numbering 60. Mrs. Baesett John and
Miss Layman did the training and Mies
La Fevre presided at the organ.

—Rev. Jas. Houghton is delivering a
series of sermons. December 22, “Uni-
versalistic Idea of God.,” December 29,
“What is Man?" Japuary 5, morning,
“The Christ;"” evening, "Salvation,
Heaven and Hell.” Janouary 12, morn-
ing, “Immortality;” evening, *“The
Whole Duty of Man.” The pastor
promises to give no offence to those
holding adverse views. He will have a
series of meetinge in Jaouary. On the
fiftth Sunday will go to West Lebanon.

—Oran Campbell preached in the
Universalist church, at Hoston, Sunday
morning and evening to a large audience
who were well pleased with the young
minister’s first sermon., Mr, Campbell
is one of our Boston boys who is educat-
ing himself for the ministry., The
Christain Endeavor went in a body to
hear him,as he was their first president.
He hae a host of well wishing friends.

—The Pendleton Union is booming,
They have thirty nine members now,
The Sunday-school had a Christmas
tree on Christmas eve. A full house
and good time. They charged five cents
toall outside the school which amounted
to nearly 810. The pastor is delivering a
geries of doctrinal sermons and the new
church is ecrowded every Sunday even-
irg. Much good is being done,

—+A Delightful Evening.” Says the
Richmond Palladium: The Universalist
Church and Sunday-school met at the
home of Mrs. Corwin Larsh, on Christ-
mas eve., A delightful evening was
spent in singivg and recitations by the
little folks. A brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree was loaded with a treat which
was thoroughly enjoyed by the children.
Their pastor, Miss Frances Cheney, is
spending the holidays at her home in
1llinois."”

Mrs. Rhods Binns, the wife of the late Rev.
Samusl Bions, will bave completed her four-
seore years, next February. He health Is not
very good at present, but she ¢ujoys life and
the precious falth her husband preached so
easnestly and effectively. Her home is with her
daughter, Mrs. Otls Ford, Fayette, Ohlo

The Wiest.

WISCONSIN.—La Crosse.—The first
vesper service was held under the direc-
tion of the pastor, Sunday, December
22. It was poesibly the most delightful
service we have held., The church was
full, almost crowded. We expect to re-
peat the service and the congregation
many times. Christmas was fully recog-
nized by appropriate services. The
pastor furnished the following Christ-
mas thoughts to the symposium of the
city pastors.

The Message From the Sky,

There is “peace on earth and good
will to men” in answer to a message
from the eky, Since that message came,
men are caught up into a third heaven
of love, and scatter smiles and cheer, as
the sun disburses its beams. The love
of Christ is constraining men to be
more than just, Had Jesus been simply
just to the world as the business man giv-
ing measure for measure, value for valeu,
we might not have known the joy of his
diviner life which he gave in sacrifice

because no one at the time might set an |,

adequate estimate upon it and reward
him justly forit. The world received a
mighty impulse of progress when that
life moved upon it, and the impulse
gathers force ever among men., Bless-
ings widen as streams toward an ocean.
Joye pervade an atmosphere that en-
wraps the last man in company with his
kind. Christmas charity, Christmas
giving, Christmas cheer, flower out in
mid-winter on the divine plant which
the Heavenly Father has rooted in the
earth, bearing the evidence of the abid-
ing life at its heart and of its growth
and development through the years,
until the world shall be filed with its
beauty and sweetness.

MISSOURL—Kansas City.—The en-
tertainment and bazaar given by the la-
diesof this church terminated December
20, after three of the stormiest and most
disagreeable days this winter. The fair
opened Wednesday with a violent rain-
storm accompaniment, which on Thurs-
day turned to snow, continuing on
Friday with various kinds of disagreea-
ble weather.

While the state of the weather pre-
vented the fair from being the financial
success it otherwise would have been,
the arrangement and decoration of the
booths, the quantity and beauty of the
articles offered for sale, the artistic en-
tertainment provided each evening, call-
ed forth high praise from the daily pa-
pere, which pronounced it one of the
prettiest among twenty or more fairs
given here this month.

The Society feels very grateful to the
many individuals and churches who con-
tributed money and articles for eale,
and thus in a very generous way express-
ed an interest in what is being done
here.

The net proceeds to go into the church
building fund will be about $60.

KA NS A S.—Haven.—The church
work is progreseing nicely at Haven, un-
der the pastorate of Rev. Miss Brant.
The Ladies’ Society of Christian Work-
ers conducted a successful fair December
19-21, clearing about &50.

Rev. Miss Brant received fifteen mem
bers into the church, Sunday, Decem-
ber 22,

Thie was at the conclusion of a four
weeks meeting at the M. E. church in
which the Salvation army was called in
for help. This makes our membership
73.

Rev. Geo. N. Falconer, of the Hutch-
inson church, ie to devote half of the
time to Haven for the next year. The
Hutchinson and Haven churches are en-
joying much prosperity. May the good
work continue, There are scores in both
thest communities who bave heard the
partialist doctrines presented very per-
gistently and are interested in the more
reasonable teachings of the Universalist
Church. Rev. Mr. Falconer and Miss
Brant are not disposed to let these drift
away or live without the Good News.

NEBRASKA —Lincoln.—The Cour-
ier, of Lincoln, in its issue for Dec. 21,
pays this merited compliment to Rev.
Fben, H. Chapin, pastor of the Univer-
salist church:

. There is a minister in this city who
has the courage and the manliness to
get up in his pulpit and look his con
gregation in the face and tell the truth,
There is a preacher who is willing to dis-
cuss living, vital subjects fearlessly and
forcibly. There is a preacher here who
gives voice freely to the feeling which
every right-minded man who considers
the social probleme presented in the
city of Lincoln, must have. This preach-
er is the Rev. E. H. Chapin, of the Uni-
verealist church. Mr. Chapin cannot be
accused of seneationalism. He is out-
gpoken, but he is sensible and congerva-
tive. Last Sunday morning Mr. Chap-
in preached a sermon from Matt. xxi. 13.
“It is written, My house shall be called
the house of prayer, but ye have made
it a den of thieves.”

Mr. Chapin discussed local topics. He
said: “There never comes & time when
man, whatever his occupation or station
in lite may be, is not in need of an ex-
alted moral ideal. Whether he be a min-
ister, or a lawyer or a member of the city
cvuneil, or a police officer, he must have a
disinterested purpose in that which is
trying to work out or else he will misera-
bly fail in his service to bumanity. The
question which we should seriously set
ourselves to answer now is whether the
eity of Lincoln bae any such ideal; such
purpose. Are those who bave charge of
ite affairs men who are in any way dis-
tinguished for purity and nobility of
their views and the singular virtue of
their actions in private and in public
life? Are they men who have the abil-
ity to realize the nature of the blessings
which must undoubtedly accrue to the
city through years of steady and loyal
adherence to principle and love of jus-
tice, sobriety and orderliness? In a word
are they men who rule for the people;
for their eternal peace, prosperity, and
well being? If they are not such, if they

are not devout, sincere, conrageous and |

wise in the deepest and broadest sense
of these terms, then the city is falling
short of ite true end; and must necessar-
ily tail of that greater glory which it
might otherwise attain.”

Qur church affairs are moving along
quite satisfactorily in Lincoln taking
into consideration the financial situa-
tion. The friends of the parish have
just shown them appreciation by pre-
senting Mr. and Mre. Chapin with a pair
of fine oak chairs as holiday gifts.

OHIO NEWS LETTER.

EATON.

Our church at Eaton has employed
Rev. O. P. Moorman as successor to
Rev. B. G. Carpenter, who will enter
Ryder Divinity school, at once. Bro.
Carpenter has arranged also to supply
the church at Avon, IIl. Bro. Moorman
has moved to Eaton, and will preach
there two Sundays each month, and will
continue to preach once a month at
New Paris.

CLEVELAND.

Rev. Carl F. Henry, pastor of our
church in Cleveland,delivered a sermon
December 15, on “Worldly Ways,"” which
was published in several daily papers,
and created quite a eensation in that
city. The Cleveland Leader heads ite
report as follows: "Worldly Waye; a
minister declares the church has fallen
into them. Position and riches are put
before principle and righteousness!”
We regret that we have not room for
the entire report, but quote the closing
paragraph which shows that our cause
in Cleveland is represented by a man
who is not afraid to utter his convictions
in regard to evils, though cloaked in
garments of assumed righteousness:
“The church has fallen into the worldly
way of putting positon before principle;
riches before righteousness. Conform-
ing toa public sentiment, which she is
fearful not to conform to, the church,
like the rest of the world has dropped
into the procession and is following the
crowd toward the altar of Mammon and
away from God. It cannot serve them
both.” The fair held by the ladies of
All Soul's Church, December 11, was a
decided success, notwithstanding very
stormy weather reduced attendance.
The net proceeds were over one hundred
dollars. The Y. P. C. U. has a fine
concert under way, and the Alliance is
always at work. The Rosemary club
served a Christmas supper to the Sun-
day school, December 27. The Sun-
day-school was to be re-organized De-
cember 29, and the Pullman lesson
leaves were adopted. New members to
the church are in prospect.

“JAMES CARLTON" AT WORK AGAIN.

The fraud, who represents himself as
the nephew of some preachers, and son
of others; also as a theological student,
who is selling Universalist books “to
pay his way,"” is at his work again. He
recently visited Kent, where he repre-
sented himeelf as nephew of Rev. 8. P.
Carlton, and presented a letter of en-
dorsement said to be written by Rev. J.
F. Rice. Being short of funds he want-
ed to borrow a little money to take him
to his home in Clyde, and succeeded in
“borrowing” some which as usual he
failed to return. He has been published
several times, but continues his nefari-
ous work., He does not confine his bold
thefts to Universaliste alone. We again
state that the Universalist Publishing
Houee has only one agent, Bro. Thomas
I. Moore. Let all readers of Ture Uxi-
vERrsaLisT be careful in “making loans”
to strangers, even if they do seem to be
well acquainted with many Universalist
preachers. We hope yet to hear of the
arrest of this rascal for forgery, ete,

MRS, M. A. UNDERWOOD,

This venerable member of our church
at Kent, died from paralysie, December
5. Had she lived until December 20,
she would bave reached the four-score
mile-stone in the journey of life. She
joined the loved onss who had gone be-
fore, on the sixty-fifth anniversary of
her wedding day. She and her husband,
Freeman Underwood, were both pioneers:
coming with their parents from Eastern
States in childhood when that part of
Ohio was a wilderness. Hoth were
members of the Universalist Church for
many years, and were subscribers to our
denominational papers, “T'ne Glad Tid-
inge,"“Starin the West,” *UnivErsarist”
and “Convention Circular.,” From per-
sonal experience we can testify to her
kindness of heart, and her fidelity to
her friends, and her devotion to the
church, Her daughters, Mre. Mary J.
Underwood and Mrs, Alice Foote, will
walk in her footsteps as supporters of
the faith, which she so dearly loved.
The Missionary Alliance of Kent, at its
meetingon December 15, adopted reso-
lutions of love and respect to the memory
of one who had been faithful in all rela-
tions of life.

KENT.

A correspondent at Kext reports that
“Festival of Days” sale was a success
despite discouraging circumstances,
which occurred at the time, The con-
gregations at public services have in-
creased under the ministrations of Rev.
H. K. Riegel, whose services are grand
and ioepiring. The pastor and wife ex-
pected to spend the holidays with friends
in the East. Dr. A. M. Sherman and
wife are epending the winter in Pasa-
dena, California. The doctor’s presence
at church is much missed, but all hope
he is enjoying the invigorating atmos-
phere of the golden land.

THE LATE PROF. W, D. SHIPMAN,

The intelligence of the death of Prof.
W. D. S8hipman has brought sadness in-
to many hearts. We knew him for many
years, and always found him kind and
obliging. He was thoroughly devoted to
the intereats of the Univerzalist Church,
and of Buchtel College, of which he was
a graduate, and for many years a profi
cient instructor of the Greek language-
Since his election as President of the
Ohio Universalist Convention, we
learned to appreciate his genuine zeal
for the Universalist taith and Church
more than ever before, The unexpected
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severance of his relations with the
College wes a heavy blow and the dif-
ficulty of obtaicing another position
bore heavily upon a mind rather prone
to melancholy, and which at last gave
way, and led to the sad termination of
hie life by his own hand. Bro.Shipman
always loved to preach; and it will
alwaye be a eource of pleasure to re-
member that we did what we could to
secure him pulpit work. His aged
father, Rev. C. L. Shipman, and the
widow, may rest assured that they have
the sympathy in their great sorrow of
all who koew Bro. Shipman.
AKRON,

A correspondent from Akron informs
us that the fair recently held by the
Church, netted about two hundred
dollars. This was a good result, especi.
ally as no dinners were served. The Y.
P. C. had one of the tables, and the
mingling of young and old added to the
joys of the occasion. Our correspond
ent says: “A church strong in num.
bers and alive to the very heart, is
growing up in Akron. The finances are
in good condition. Our increase this
year has met our expenses, The Penny-
a-Day-Fund for reduction of debt has
yielded over four hundred dollars, and
we have pledged seven hundred and
sixty dollars to Buchtel College.”

HOW GOD TRIUMPHS.

In Onward for December 23, there ap-
peared a parable by Rev. J. F. Thomp-
gon, under the heading “How God Tri-
umphs!” which presents in strange con-
trast the cruelties of Partialism, and
God's goodness as displayed in Univer-
salism. It is a good missionary docu-
ment, The National Y. P, C. Union
printed five thousand copies for distribu-
tion at the Atlanta Exposition; and the
trustees of the General Convention,
would do a wise thing to print a hun-
dred thousand for gratuitous distribu-

tion.
THE CHRISTMAS SERVICES.

Christmas was observed by our Wood-
stock Church and Sunday-school, on
Christmas eve. The church and Sun-
day-school room were filed, A hand-
some tree bearing “all manner of fruits,’
stood on the rostrum; a briel program
was rendered, after which Santa Claus
made many hearts happy. The Sunday-
gchool is in a prosperous condition un-
der charge of Prof, Walter Gifford and
Mre. Anna H. Smith.

The Walnut Hills Church, Cincinnati,
was occupied all day Sunday, December
22, in commemoration of God'’s love to
man in the sending of Jesus. The Sun-
day -echool had a joyful time in singing
Christmas songes, and discussing the his-
tory of the birth of Christ. At 1l A. M.
there was an elaborate program of fine
music, and a sermon by Rev. U, S. Mil
burn, entitled “A Message from Heaven.”

At 3 p. M. the Junior Y. P. C. U. under
direction of Miss Pearl Littell, held an
interesting meeting. At 6:45 p. M. with
Miss Nettie B. Littell as leader, the Y.
P. C. U. rendered an appropriate pro-
gram of music. Miss Nellie Parsell read
a paper, giving the history of Christmas,
and Miss Alberta D. Garber read a paper
or “The Spirit of Christmas Giving.”
At 7:45 in connection with appropriate
music, the pastor read the first chapter
of “The Light of the World,” by Sir Ed-
win Arnold., The day was & joyous one
throughout.

Quite a large congregation participated
in the exercises at Plain City on Christ-
mas eve. A fine program, arranged by
the faithful superintendent, Miss Lizzie
Cualhoun. It included a choice original
recitation by Miss Ermina C.Stray. The
writer made u brief addreee, after which
Santa Claus and wife appeared with a
large basket of presents, in addition to
those they “had sent on before,” and
which were placed on a beautiful arch
erected on the rogtrum. On Christmas
night Miss Stray delivered a sermon ap-
propriate to Chrietmas. The Sunday-
school though small is doing good work,
and has lately increased in numbers.
At Eaton a beautiful Cantata was rend-
ered on Christmas eve, after which sev-
eral persous were received into the
chureh. On Thursday evening 8 social
was held, which was intended as a
“Farewell” to Bro. B. G. Carpenter, and
& “Welcome" to Bro. O, P, Moorman and
wife. A short program was randered,
and refreshments served.

MASON,

Rev. B. G. Carpenter closed his con-
pection with the church at Mason bya
series of meetings which ended Sunday,
December 22, Large congregations were
present, and four persons received the
tellowship of the church Sunday morn-
ing. Until more definite arrangements
are made, Rev. G. A. Kratzer, of Hamil-
ton, will supply the pulpit Sunday even
ings.

PERSONAL AND OTHERW ISE.

—Rev, Hanrletta G, Moore began her regular
work as pastor of our Woodstock church, De-
cember 29. She dellvered a Christmas sermon,
in the mornlog.

—By the death of Prof. W. D. Shipman, Dr.
E. L. Rextord has become the President of the
Onlo Universalist Convention,

—Dr. Rexford, our Columbus y astor, presented
Sunday evening Deecember, 21 o A large congre-
gation “"Some Buggestions from the Mills Kevi-

val.”

The East.

PENNSYLVANIA —Llnesville.—The
year now closing has been an eventful
one for this parish. The death of our
pastor, Rev. M. L. Hewitt, last January,
was severely felt by all and the death of
two of our old members since has added
to the sense of loss.

Shortly after Mr. Hewitt's death, Rev.
O.R. Waskburn took charge of the par-
ish, preaching half the time here and
half at Sharpeville. Since then eight
new members have been received and
two children christened. The attendance
has been very good through the jear,
usually filling the church and the inter-
eet in the Sunday-school has been very
satisfactory, Mr. Geo. Stratton, a broth-
er of Rev. Thomas Stratton, of Maine, is
an earnest and efficient superintendent.

The Y.P.C.U. is strong and doing
good in many ways especially in its flow-
er mission,

An era of good feeling seeme to have
begun here, the first union of all church-
es in the history of the town taking
place Thanksgiving Day, at which time
Father Shipman, who preached the first
Universalist sermon here in 18390 was
present on one of his ever-welcome visits
and crowned his half century’of Chris-
tian work, often amidet controversy and
bigoted opposition, by giving an apostol-
ic benediction to a tolerant and reverent
congregation, representing all the sects.
In material waye the church has proe-
pered greatly. The church and parson-
age have been repainted and put in
thorough repair, new sidewalks laid and
the organ put in order. Our annoual
fair held December 11th to 13th was a
success in every way, reflreshments, sale
of fanecy articles, the three well man-
aged entertainments enabling us to clear
#8170,

The South.
OUR TEXAS LETTER.

In a discuesion recently held in New-
port by Bro. Dudley 8. Barker (licen-
tiate,) and Bro. A. Thompson (layman,)
with a Campbellite minister, the judges
decided that the advocates of Universal-
ism gained a decided victory.

Debates and discussions, in various
localities of Texas, upon religious sub-
jects, are popular.

There are many persong of partialistic
faith, who will never come out to heara
Universalist sermon, but who willalways
attend a religious debate,

In numbers of instances such ones
have been forced to acknowledge the
superiority of Universalism over other
systems of religion, Some of our strong-
est members have been converted from
their former beliefs by these debates,

Bro. A. G. Strain takes the lead in this
kind of work, and usually has several

engagements of this sort on hand.

‘ Bro. K. Strain is travelling at present,
preaching the Gospel of good will along
the way, scattering as he goes the seeds
of truth, Some day, itis likely, good re-
sults may be seen as the result of these
efforts.

The Brothers Lawhorn,and Bro.Arnold
continue their preaching in their section,
several hundred miles distant from Hico,
Universalism is more popular there—
where in by.gone years Father Marma-
duke Gardner, of sainted memory, kept
the fires of Universalism alight and his
numerous descendants are still loyal to
the truth, Bro. Holt, of Hunt county,
dispenses the word of grace—as occasion
offers. Nearly all our ministers are
obliged like St. Paul to work with their
hands for the support of their families
aswell as preach.

It will take time, and more means than
is obtainable at present, for Universalist
ministers in Texas to make their profes-
gional work self sustaining. This is a
drawback to the spread of Universalism.
Yot it makes some progress; much less
however, than it might, with more gen-
erous help.

Our friends at Bowie are keeping up
the Y. P. C. U. meeting every week and
thus hold their interest for the church
unabated. Bro. Billings is there at this
date, and when he left home expected
to have help in carrying on a series of
meetings in Bowie,

Hico holds her own religious services
and Y. P. C. U. meetings are held every
Sunday. The latter has just voted 5.00
for the Atlanta mission. A small sum,
yet, for this “Union” more in proportion
to its means than a larger amount would
be for many others.

PERSONAL.

Rev, James Billing's 84th birthday
was celebrated in Hico, Texas, with a
Harvest- Home-Supper and entertain-
ment beld in “All Souls Church.,” The
Y. P. C. U. took charge of the entertain.
ment, which consisted of fine musie, in-
strumental and vocal, reading and recita-
tions. A very enjoyable affair,

Rev. Mary C. Billings of Hico, Texas
gave an address on “Women in Sopng,”
before the “Woman's State Council” in
Dallas. Sister Billings is Chaplain of
the Council, and is the only duly or-
dained woman preacher in Texas,

THE IDEAL RECORD BOOK.

The New Year is now beginning. Are
you ready for it in your Sunday-
school? Are you prepared to keep
correct record of your school? The
Ideal Sunday School Secretary’s Report
book will help you more than you ever
imagine. Hear what a Methodist who
has seen it says: “Our minister and our
Secretary both compliment Mr. Grier
very highly on getting up euch a com-
plete book for Sunday-school work. They
both say it is the most complete thing
they have ever seen and wish him great
succesa in disposing of lots of them.
They will speak of it and recommend it
wherever they can. They had just
bought a book for this purpose only two
weeks before. They have abandoned
that and commenced with this book last
Sunday mornieg,

Price 81 00; express 10 cents. For sale
by Rev. A. C. Grier or the Publishing
House.

MAKE
YOUR
BOY

GLAD.

Tue mothers as
well as the bovs
aredelighted with
the wonderful line
of “Combination”
suits that we are
now showing.

The fabrics are
strictly all wool—
the finest produc-
tions of American and foreign looms,
and every suit is handsomely mede
and trimmed. The Combination in-
cludes: one full suit, one extra pair
of pants and Stanley cap to match.
They are for boys 3 to 15 years of age
and are unquestionably™ the finest
garments ever put on the market.

Price for Com-=
$5.00

bination,
Complete - - -

No matter who advertises Combination Sults
1ou will find ours best by comparison, We are
the origina-tors of this popular outfit and have
sa::lr more than sixty thousand of them.

, We will ship suit to any address, by Express
C. @, D,, "rith r vilage of axam!nfng I!-)afort;
‘:_yiggém‘r\;;léﬂ;l ol;] sam;{r%os of cloth and rules
1A boy. Our new catal aw
be sent free upon request, g s

The Putnam Clothing House
Crarg & Mapison Sts., CHICAGO.

A LITTLE LEAVEN,

It is true that a little leaven leavens
the whole lump, but you cannot make
the best buscuits, or bread and cake,
without using the Royal Baking Powder.
This is a fact patent to everybody, and
especially to those housewives who pride
themselves on the superior quality of
everything they put on their tables, The
thousands of judicious housekeepers who
are daily using this invaluable leaven-
ing agent allow no occasion to express
their admiration of it to go unimproved,
and they are constantly increasing their
own number by their hearty endorse-
ment of its excellence. The manufac-
tory which produces it has grown from
smell beginnings into an immense con-
cern. Itis now by far the largest es-
tablishment of its class in the country,
with an output five times more than any
other house in its line, and greater than
all others combined.

The Royal Baking Powder was intro-
duced to the public over a quarter of a
century ago, and from that time the era
of good bread, biscuit, cake and pastry
commenced, and from that time algo be-
gan the decline, so frequently remarked
by the medical fraternity, of those dys-
peptic ailments which formerly prevailed
among the American people. No agency
has bad more influence in thus benefi-
cially affecting the health and comfcrt
of the people than the Royal Baking
Powder. All the bran-bread fraternity
combined have aot equalled it.

A MISSION SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR
CHICAGO.

A committee appointed by the last
quarterly Sunday School Union, in con-
junction with delegates from our various
Y. P. C. Unions, have been investigating
various neighborhoods within Chicago
city limits with a view of establishing a
mission Sunday-school under the au-
spices of both the Sunday-school Urion
and the Y, P.C. Unione. Now, there-
fore, will any isolated Universalist re-
giding in a neighborhood which might
properly be considered in the interest of
such an enterprise, please correspond,
without unnecessary delay, with the
undersigned?

Per order of the Committee,

Aarox A, THAYER,
LA GRANGE, ILL,

CHURCH HARMONIES, NEW AND
f OLD,

This new Hymn Book has been adopt-
ed by Universalist churches in the fol-
low:ni[places: Galesburg, Ill., Spring-

field, Mags., Albion, N. Y., (Pullman
Memorial Church,) Macedon, N, Y.,
Rumford Falls, Maine, Grove Hall

Church, Boston, Geneva, N.Y., St. Johns-
bury, Vt., Watertown, N. Y., Abington,
Mass,, Franklin, Mass, Le Roy, IIl,
Livermore Falls, Maine, Webster City,
Iowa, Swampscott, Mass., South Straf-
ford, Vt., Kendall, N, Y., Syracuse, N.
Y., Mt. Vernon, N. Y..Shirley Village,
Mass., Roxbury, Mass., Pawtucket, R.gI..
Shawmut Tvery Day Church, Boston,
Canton, Maes., First Society, Providence,
R. 1., Stoughton, Mass., Madison, N. Y.,
Brattleboro, Vt., McHenry, 111,

MAOLEAN'S INTRODUOTION TO THE
GOSPEL OF JOHN.

The Congregationalist notices this
work as follows:

“Dr, MacLean goes carefully, yet with-
out undue waste of words, over the life
of St. John, the object of the Gospel,
the evidences of its authenticity and
similar matters, and furnishes an inter-
linear literal translation with which the
Authorized Version is compared in par-
allel columns, The book is eminently
scholarly, and contains & large amount
of material, the importance of which
Biblical scholars will appreciate. Dr,
Mac Lean has done good service in these
pages.”

For gale at the office of the Western
Branch, Universalist Publishing House.
Price, #1.50,

-Av-varded
Highest Honors—World’s Fair,

YRICES

BAKING
POWDIR

MOST PERFECT MADE.

A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Free
from Ammonia, Alum or any other adulterant,

40 YEARS THE STANDARD.




