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PAULS ADVICE TO TIMOTHY. 

Leiwon XI.—June 13, 1807. 

2 Tim. I 1—7; III. 14—17. 

INTRODUCTION. 
Timothy is one of the interesting 

characters of the New Testament story. 
We ksow him but slightly; his name is 
preserved from oblivion only by its asso- 

ciation with the unforgettable name of 
Paul. He is renowned not for words he 
himself spoke, but for words which were 

spoken to him. He appeals to us as 

one of the first who were from boyhood 
nurtured in the Christian life. Christi- 
anity had begun to invade pagan homes. 
Faith unfeigned took posession of his 
grandmother Lois; it became the pos- 
session of his mother Eunice; it descen- 
ded to Timothy as a treasured home in- 
heritance. He was a home-bred Chris- 
tian.-The glimpse given (2 Tim. 
1:5) into Timothy’s early home in Lys- 
tra is suggestive. We see a Christian 
grandmother and her daughter contend- 
ing for a precious boy against the influ- 
ence and teaching of a Greek father. A 

drama, perchance tragedy, was there en- 

acted.-That Timothy had both 
Hebrew and Greek blood in his veins, 
and may have been the recepient of both 
Jewish and Grecian culture, is a prophe- 
cy of the unity of races and religions in 
the Gospel of the Son of Man. 

SCHOLARS’ STUDY. 
TIME.—Timothy waa born A. D. 

31-32; he was converted A. D. 46 or 47; 
he joined Paul A. D. 51; this epistle was 

probably written about A. D. 67. 

PLACE.—The epistle was sent by 
Paul from a prison in Rome; it was re- 

ceived by Timothy at Ephesus. Timothy 
was born in Lvstra, Asia Minor. 

GOLDEN TEXT—"From a child 
thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation."—-2 Tim. 3:15. 
CNIVEKSALIST CATE 

CHISM.—XXII. What is God’s atti- 
tude toward sincere? He is displeased 
and righteously indignant because of 
their sins, but loves all sinners as his 
children.—John 3: 16; Rom. 5: 8;I John 
5: 9,10, 19. 

TEACHERS’ HELP. 

Upon Timothy is conferred the dis- 
tinction of having been a friend of Paul. 

We have in Acts and the Epistles 
many intimations of Paul’s friendships. 
His greetings and remembrances and 

farewells throb with human love. As 
others cherished hometies he, a home- 
less man, cherished his friends. Friend- 
ship with him, under Goepel illumina- 
tion, was more than an earthly pleasure; 
it was a prophecy and foretaste of hea- 
ven. 

And of all Paul’s friendships we recall 
none more beautiful than this one with 
Timothy. Paul was bound to the young 
man as with hooks of steel. He was his 
spiritual father; he loved him with pa- 
ternal affection. Timothy shared with 
him the hardships of his ministry; he 
loved as a comrade. Timothy was his 
heir in the apoetleship; he loved him 
with devout solicitude. 

Who was Timothy. 
We recall (Acts xvi: 5, C) that in the 

course of their first apostolic journey 
among the Gentiles Paul and Barnabas 
came to Lystra, a city of Lycaouia, 
where they preached the Gospel for 
some time, and, although fiercely perse- 
cuted, made some converts. Among 
their converts was Lois, a Jewess, and 
her daughter Eunice, who had married 
a Greek, by whom she had Timothy, 
then about nineteen years of age. From 
their Greek names it is reasonable to in- 
fer that both Lois and Eunice had been 
born on Grecian soil; but they did not 
fall into the ways of the Grecian idola- 
try. It was their good fortune, imply- 
ing opulence, to possess copies of the 
sacred Hebrew scriptures, or of some of 

them; and it was their greater good for- 
tune to be able to instruct Timothy 
from his early childhood in the incom- 
parable literature of their nation, 

Of the father of Timothy we know 
little. Some infer that he had died pre- 
vious to the coming of Paul and Barna- 
bas to LyBtra; but it is quite as likely 
that be was a Greek sensualist, who re- 

garded all religious doctrines with skep- 
tical indifference. His Grecian culture, 
whatever it was, was not of such stamina 
as could resist the positive faith of Lois 
and Eunice in shaping the character of 
Timothy, 

There appear to have been at Lystra 
ao synagogue; we learn of no other 
Jews being in the city than those we 

Itad in this one household, but the He- 
braic devotion in this home had pre- 
pared Timothy for Paul’s message, when 
the apostle brought the Gospel to his 
aeighborhood. 

It has been reasonably conjectured 
that young Timothy was among the 
beholders of the stoning of Paul in 
Lystra, when Paul was left as one 

dead. Timothy was, by previous edu- 
cation, prepared to appreciate the 
heroism which the great apostle then 
exhibited. 

When Paul and Barnabas departed 
from Lystra good seed was left in the 
heart of the young man. 

Two or three years afterwards Paul 
made a return journey to Lystra. He 
found Timothy an avowed disciple. 
Notwithstanding hie youth, he was re- 

cognized as an efficient champion of the 
Ohristian faith; he was well reported of 
by the brethren that were at Lystra and 

Iconium. The old apostle discerned in 
him capability of usefulness in a wider 
held. Paul's choice of him for a com- 

panion in his missionary wanderings 
was an extraordinary compliment to the 

inexperienced disciple. That Timothy 
was willing, under direction of the ap- 

ostle, to enter on a service he knew 

would be both difficult and perilous, 
proves that he had in him a holy ambi- 
tion and a consecrated spirit. 

It was, as Paul perceived, possible for 

Timothy to fulfil a special mission in 

uniting the vet antagonistic Jewish and 
Gentile sects in the church. The Gen- 
tiles would see in Timothy a fellow-Gen- 
tile; the Jews, because of his maternal 
inheritance, would see in him a fellow. 
Jew. But as yet Timothy had not for- 

mally accepted his Jewish inheritance. 
Because of his isolation from a syna- 

gogue he had never received circumcis- 
ion, the rite which the Jews regarded as 

a condition of their fellowship. It was 

in accordance with Paul’s habit of defer- 
ence to ineradicable prejudice that he 

advised Timothy to be circumcised. The 
rite which, as a rule, he did not impose 
upon Gentile converts, the rite which he 

strenuously resisted when it was made 

a condition of Christian discipleship, he 
recommended as a courtesy, an ex 

pedient, as an appeal to the Jews in be- 

half of the Gospel. Timothy was for- 

mally ordained to the ministry; his 
ordination being accompanied by the 
symbolic laying on of hands by Paul. 

Timothy became Paul’s helpful com- 

panion in his missionary travels. He ac- 

companied him to Macedonia and as far 

as lierea; here he remained with Silas 
while Paul went on to Athens. He fol- 
lowed Paul to Athens; he was sent on a 

mission to Thessalonica; he was after- 
wards with Paul at Corinth. He was 

Paul’s assistant in his third missionary 
journey. We find him with the apostle 
at Ephesus, from which city he was 

sent by him again to Corinth; we 

find him afterwards sent by the 

apostle to Macedonia; he is Paul's com- 

panion in his journey back to Asia from 
Corinth. W’e find him with his spiritual 
father during Paul’s first imprisonment 
at Rome. After Paul's deliverance we 

find him at Ephesus, where Paul ad- 
dresses to him his first Epistle, so full 
of loving counsel in regard to the dan- 

gerous tendencies in the Ephesian 
church. In this letter he expresses the 

hope that he may soon visit him at 

Ephesus; a hope which, however, ap- 

pears not to have been fulfilled. We find 

Timothy still at Ephesus when, from a 

Roman prison, during his second incar- 
ceration, Paul writes to him a second 

Epistle. In this Epistle he expresses his 
wonted solicitude in matters of faith; he 

expresses undiminished confidence and 
affection; he urges him to hasten and 

come to him in Rome. It is probable, 
indeed, fairly certain, that Timothy ful- 
filled this request and was Paul's prison- 
ministrant till the old hero’s life ended 
in martyrdom. 

This was Timothy; seen at a glance, 
pictured in outline. 

We have warrant for believing that he 
was worthy of Paul's friendship. Al- 

though we unfortunately have no words 
of his to which we can appeal as testi- 

mony, his acts imply that he was not 

wanting in filial love, in appreciative 
comradeship, in reverential love in- 

grained in his life. 
-We recall again that this second 

Epistle to Timothy was written during 
Paul’e second imprisonment in Rome. In 
hie loneliness, when certain professed 
friends were forsaking him, when some 

real friends were compelled to leave him, 
when he knew his earthly end was draw- 

ing near, he longed for the presence of 

his spiritual son. He sent Tycacus to 

Epheeu9,to have oversightof the church 

there in Timothy’s absence; he entreats 

Timothy to make no needless delay in 

coming to him. (4:9-13.) These last 

written words of Paul, written under 

such circumstances are as pathetic aB 

they are heroic. 
Our specimen passages will be fairly 

expounded by being reproduced in the 

free rendering of Conybeare. 
1. Timothy Iteiiiimlecl of liis 

Spiritual Blessings,—1: 1-7. 

Paul, an Apostle op Jesus Christ 
by the will op Qod—sent forth to 

proclaim the promise of the life 
which is in Christ Jesus—to Timo- 
theus, my beloved Son. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace from God our 

Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
I thank Qod (whom I worship, as did 

my forefathers, with a pure conscience) 
whenever 1 make mention of thee, as 1 

do continually in my prayers night and 

day. And I long to see thee, remember- 
ing thy parting tears, that I might be 

filled with joy. For I have been remind- 
ed of thy undissembled faith, which 
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois and 

thy mother Eunice, and (I am per- 
suaded) dwells in thee also. Wherefore 
I call thee to remembrance, that thou 

mayest stir up the gift of Qod, which is 
in thee by the laying on of my hands. 

For God gave us not a spirit of coward- 
ice, but a spirit of power and love and 
self restraint. 

In the earns tone of exalted affection 
and faithful admonition Paul continues 
till we rtach our second passage. 

2. Timothy Exhorted to Abide 
in the Holy Scriptures,—3:14-17. 

Do thou continue in that which was 

A REMARKABLE REMEDY. 
Standard Phariuacal Co., Detroit, Mich.- Gentlemen:—For 
tweuty yearn I was troubled with dyspepsia aud alter 
trying numerous remedies w ithout beuent, louud prompt 
aud am confident permanent relief by tbe use of ‘"DKjKS- 
TOH." I take plea-u re in saying this hoping that others may 
S helped Mr.J. Whitney, Box by mail ttc. Book Free. 

taught thee, anil whereof thou want per- 
suaded; knowing who were thy teach- 
ers, and remembering that from a child 
thou has known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto 

salvation, by the faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God. 
and may profitably be used for teaching 
for confutation, for correction, and for 
righteous discipline; that the man of 
God may be fully prepared, and thor- 
oughly furnished for every good work. 

The rendering in the revised version, 
Every scripture inspired of God is pro- 
fitable, appears to be more faithful bith 
to the letter and the spirit of the origi- 
nal. Conybeare understands the word 
“Scripture” in the Jewish technical 
sense, signifying the Old Testament; the 
revisers understand the word to signify 
all writings which are the outcome of 
the Spirit’s inbreathing. Paul, as seems 

to us. exhorted Timothy to be a diligent 
student of all sacred literature, old and 
new; that he might continue the good 
habit of study he learned in his youth, 
and prepare himself more completely as 

a preacher of the Gospel. 

TEACHING POINTS. 
Introduction.—Paul was admirable in 

his friendships.-Timothy was his spir- 
itual son, his companion in the deepest 
spiritual experiences.-To the church at 
Ephesus Paul had given three years of 
earnest work: rvhen he committed it to 
the care of Timothy he continued to be 
solicitous for its welfare. Both his epis- 
tles to Timothy were sent from a Roman 
prison, to give counsel and strength to 
the young minister at Ephesus.——Paul 
understood better than Timothy the se- 

ductions of the un-Christian philosophy, 
the danger of science falsely so called; 
and his Epistles evince the anxiety which 
he felt that Timothy might not be 
swerved from the simple Gospel.-The 
second Epistle to Timothy may be read as 

Paul's farewell to the churches. 

(1). 1:1-7. Awakening op early Re- 
membrances.—Paul reminded Timothy 
that he was the product of a good home. 
-The very names. Eois and Eunice, 
have a pleasant home sound.--Timothv, 
taught religion by his grandmother and 
his mother, and oidained to the Christian 
ministry by Paul, could not well help be- 
ing the noble Christian he undoubtedly 
was. 

(2.) 3:14-17. Exhorted to Abide in 
the Holy Scriptures.—To abide in the 
things one has received with inward as- 
surance from sacred writings, is to know 
an unfailing spiritual help.-To learn 
the holy Scriptures from mother and 
grandmother at home, is to learn them by 
the help of a luminous commentary.—-In- 
spired Scriptures can be tested by no bet- 
ter standard than this, their power to 

inspire us. 

-The study of the Scriptures is no 

less inspiration in our day than in the 
days of Timothy and Paul. 

-A Sunday-school teacher ought to 
be an enthusiast in personal Bible study. 
-A husbandman should be the first 

partaker of the fruits. 

-No one can be indifferent to the 
fact that he is remembered by a friend 
before the throne. 

-Modern criticism of the Bible by 
the scholars and experts has not shaken 
the “impregnable rock of the holy Scrip- 
ture.” 

-Study should be free, vet revereut. 

—Religion at home is the most di- 

vinely beautiful thing in the world. 

Great 
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Sunday School Harmonies. 
Numbers 1, 3 and 3, 33 pages each. This 

work was prepared by a commission of 
Sunday-school workers with the design 
of securing the best available music, and 
publication in serial parts. By the latter 
plan a fresh collection of tunes is secured 
at intervals at a small cost. Many of the 
best composers are represented. The ma- 
niila covers are strong and neat. Price 
of single numbers, *1.30 per dozen ; Three 
numbers combined, *3.40 per dozen. 

Songs of Faith. Hope and 
Fore. 

By Albert J. Holden. An excellent 
collection of very choice hymns and tunes. 
Hon. H. M. Knowlton, Superintendent of 
Universalist Sunday-school, New Bedford, 
Mass., writes: “We like 'Songs of Faith, 
Hope and Love’ very much. The music is 
never cheap nor poor, and the melody is 
always easy and graceful. The book is a 

great advance in the matter of Sunday- 
school singing.” pp. 153. Price, *4.30 per 
dozen. 

The Carol. 
By Rev. C. W. Wexdte. Contains po- 

etical contributions bv Mrs. Julia Ward 
Howe, Miss Louisa M. Aixott, Susan 
Coolidqe, Samuel Longfellow and other 
well known writers. The music, original 
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composers, pp. 330. Price, 3. GO per dozen. 
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tain, Beautiful Songs, Christian Life 
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Praise and Thanks. 
Arranged bt Grace F. WrrrTB. Pre- 

pared with special reference to the needs 
of the Y. P. C. U., though available for 
Sunday-schools as well. pp. 9ti. Manilla 
covers. Price $1.20 per dozen; single 
copies, 15 cents, postage paid. 

The price per dozen on Singing books 
does not include postage or express 
charges. 

SERVICE BOOKS. 

A Year of Worship. 
By G. Li. Demakest, D. D. Provision is 

made for each Sunday in the year, with 
services applicable to festival and other 
special occasions. The Gospel lessons are 
largely devoted to scenes from the life of 
the Saviour, and the Psalms are also used 
in introducing each service. The hymns 
and music are gathered into a separate de- 
partment and include about fifty pages, 
pp. 180. Price, $8.00 per dozen. 

The Redeemer. 
Compiled and edited by Rev J. J. Lewis. 

with chants and hymns arranged and edi- 
ted by Leo R. Lewis. The selections from 
the Scripture and the superintendent’s 
readings make up a history of the life of 
the Saviour as recorded in the Gospels. It 
contains responsive readings, chants, 
prayers and hymns, with services for 
special occasions and the primary class. 
It is well arranged, and the music admir- 
ably adapted to the services. Cloth bind- 
ing, red edges, pp. 312. Price,[,$4.50 per 
dozen. 

The Guide. 
By Williams. Johnson, for many years 

superintendent of the Sunday-sehool of 
the Church of the Mediator, Providence, 
R. I. The plan of the book is to have an 
established older of service for every Sab- 
bath. Three of these regular services are 
furnished. These are more elaborate and 
formal than those in other Liturgies. 
With these regular services, one of which 
is used every Sunday, there are twenty- 
six briefer services, to be used in connec- 
tion with them. pp. 112. Price, $2.00 per 
dozen. 

The Altar. 
By J. G. Bartholomew, D. D. Con- 

tains twenty-six regular services and nine 
special services, with a collection of clos- 
ing prayers and benedictions. A hymn, 
with music, forms part of each service, 
and in addition there are fifty-two pages 
of supplementary hymns and tunes, pp. 
216. Price $3.00 per dozen. 

Responsive Services. 
Arranged by Rev. B. P. Eaton. New 

and revised edition. Contains ninety-four 
services for congregations, Sunday- 
schools and young people’s societies, pp. 
128. Prices:—cloth, red edges $2.00 per 
dozen; gilt edges $2.50; Y. P. C. U. edi- 
tion (neat and strong) $1.50 per dozen. 
Single copies sent postpaid, 20, 24 and 15 
cents respectively. ____ 
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