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Zion City Leader Heard Yesterday 
■ 

• 

Wilbur Glenn Voliva Addresses Large Audience at 
Illinois Theater 

ACCOMPANIED^ SINGERS 
Demands a Ministry Called of God and a Church Clothed with Authority 

The Rock Island Daily Union 
Wilbur Glenn Voliva, overseer of Zion City, 

and successor of the late Alexander Dowie, as 

the head of the church founded by the “Elijah,” 
came to Rock Island and Moline yesterday and 
delivered two addresses. The first was deliver- 
ed at the Illinois theater in this city in the after- 

noon, and the other at the Moline theater in the 

evening. 
At both of these meetings he addressed au- 

diences that taxed the capacity of the theaters 
and at the afternoon meeting a number were un- 

able to find seats and were turned away. 
“Zion in Rock Island and Moline,” that has 

been the objective point of the hosts of Zion 

City for some time, and two men, who are term- 

ed “evangelists” in the church economy of what 
Dowie was pleased to term the Apostolic church, 
have been at work in the two cities for several 
months. The coming of Voliva yesterday was 

to give a new impetus to the work that has 
been done in this community by his “messengers” 
and to give the people an idea of the doctrines 
and teachings of the church of which he is the 
head. 

Voliva understands human nature pretty 
thoroughly, as did his predecessor in the work, 
and he has surrounded himself with much of 
the pomp and ceremony that makes his church 
attractive. In his trip to the twin-cities he was 

accompanied by a vested choir of 20 voices and 
it was a good choir. The singing was excellent 
and their appearance on the stage in their vest- 

ments made a pleasing impression,. 
Scattered through the audience as ushers 

and standing at the doors distributing the lit- 

erature of Zion City, were others of the faith 
in priestly robes and mortar board caps, or in 
the uniform of the guards of Zion City, that 
resemble in every detail the uniform of a sol- 
dier. 

Voliva himself, resplendant in a white sur- 

plice covered by a black robe of silk which 
► brought out his magnificent physical manhood, 

came on the stage at the psychological moment, 
and took a seat, while a venerable “father in the 
faith,” with a flowing beard and long hair, also 

in robes of black and with a magnificent voice 
that was well controlled, conducted the pre- 
liminary devotionals. 

By the time that Voliva arose to speak he 
had his audience worked up to that point of ex- 

pectatiorf where they readily paid close attention 
to what he had to say and the overseer has a 

way of saying things that holds the attention of 
all. 

NOT A SENSATIONALIST. 
In his addresses in the two cities yesterday, 

at least, Wilbur Glenn Voliva was not a sensa- 

tionalist. His utterances were as orthodox as 

those of any minister in Rock Island, except 
when he defended his faith in divine healing and 
his objections to physicians and drugs, sur- 

geons and the knife. Yet in these things he was 

moderate in his utterances and contented him- 
self with quoting Scripture in his defense and 
citing examples of healing as proof of his con- 

tention*. 
THE MINISTRY AND THE CHURCH. 
In his address at the Illinois theater yester- 

day afternoon, he spoke on the “Ministry of the 
Church.” The two things he emphasized was 

that the ministry must be called of God, and that 
the church is a divine institution clothed with 
authority to reveal to the people the will of 
God. 

Harking back to the Apostolic age, he quoted 
the commission given by Christ to the 11 apos- 
tles. 

“There was a time,” he said, “in the Methodist 
church and in the Presbyterian church, when a 

minister was looked upon as a man called of 

God, and as a man who being the ambassador 
of God spoke with authority. Those were the 
good old days of real religion.” 

He lamented the fact that many of the Pro- 
testant churches had gotten awray from this idea 
and today he declared the ministers are in a 

large measure called by the congregation and 
when they fail to preach to please their hearers 
they are dismissed from the congregation to 
seek another pastorate. 

“The man who is called of God to preach, 
never needs to look for a congregation,” he 
shouted. “He can stand on a nail keg or a soap 
box on a street corner and get an audience. A 
man who is really called of God and who will 
preach as an ambassador of Jesus Christ will get 
an audience in this swift age that no church in 
Rock Island can hold.” 

Speaking of the Roman Catholic church, he 
would not discuss their dogmas or their creeds, 
but declared the reason the church is prospering 
and the reason the people still attend the Catho- 
lic churches in large numbers,while many of the 
Protestant preachers see their congregations 
dwindle, is that the Catholics have from their 
youth been taught two essential things, that the 
ministry is divinely called and that the church is 
divine in its origin. 

He told his audience he did not come to tell 
them what he thought. “What I think on mat- 
ters of truth matters little,” he said, “and I do 
not care the snap of my fingers for what you 
think. You may tell me that you don’t believe 
in a hereafter, but that does not alter the fact of 
a judgment day. You may tell that you do not 
believe in a hell, but that will not keep you out 
of it. Out there in the street a live wire 
charged heavily with electricity falls to the 
ground and you see a man rushing to pick it 
up. You shout a warning and tell him to let it 
alone or it will kill him. In’‘reply he says: ‘Oh 
T don’t think it will hurt me.’ He picks it up 
and is electrocuted. His thinking that the elec- 
tric wire will not hurt him does not save him 
from the shock and he quits) thinking forever.” 
He contended that the trouble with the churches 

of today was that they did not speak with au- 

thority and that the ministry had lost its di- 
vine calling. He illustrated this by declaring 
that Ambassador Page was the accredited am- 

bassador of the United States at the court of 
St. James. He had the credentials, and the power 
back of him was the whole administration, the 
whole army and navy and all the people of the 
United States when the occasion demanded. 

Tf any man conceived the idea to go to the I 
English court and present himself as the am- 

bassador of this country, and had no credentials 
but the statement that he had named himself to that 
post, he would be jeered at and given no con- 

sideration. That, he declared, was the difference 
between the man called of God to the ministry, 
who had back of him the power of God and 
His legion of angels and the ministry that just 
came and had no authority. 

“The man who attempts to minister to the peo- 
ple in spiritual things without being called of 
God is a, fool,” he shouted. 

In speaking of faith healing as practiced in 
Zion City,he declared that God had never caused 
any man’s illness and quoted from Scripture to 

prove that all disease and suffering were inven- 
tions of the devil to torment the people. Jesus 
Christ, he declared, went about healing the sick 
and he would not thrust sickness upon anyone. 
God will heal all manner of diseases without the 
aid of drugs or the knife, if men will have faith 
in Him, and he cited a number of examples of 
healing in Zion City to prove it. 

LIQUOR AND TOBACCO. 
He rapped liquor and tobacco as twin evils of 

THE OLD TIME RELIGION 

A Rousing Evangelistic 
Meeting in 

SHILOH TABERNACLE 
at 2:30 p. m. 

* 

LORD’S DAY, APRIL 5, 1914 
v 

Bring your Bibles and Hymn Books—Nos. 1 to 6. 

Let everybody unite in reading the Scripture 
Lesson! 

Let everybody join heartily in the singing! 
Selections from the following Hymns will be used; 

1. “I Will Sing You a Song of That Beautiful Land.” 

2. “Shall We Gather at the River?” 

3. “On That Bright and Golden Morning.” 
4. “Saved by Grace.” 

3. “I Surrender All.’" 

6. “Well of Water” 

7. “Where is My*Wandering Boy ?’’ 

8. “Grace Enough For Me.” 

9. “Oh, That Will Be Glory!” 
10. “Sunshine in My Soul Today. 
11. “Sin No More, Thy Soul is Free.” 

12. “Once More, My Soul, Thy Savior Thro’ The Word.” 

DIVINE HEALING MEETING 
A Special Divine Healing Meeting, for 

teaching and for prayer with the sick, will 
be held by the General Overseer, in Zion 
Home Auditorium, Tuesday, April 7th, 
at 2;30 p. m. Let every one, who pos- 

sibly can, attend this meeting. 

All Welcome All Seats Free 
FREE-WILL OFFERINGS ONLY RECEIVED 

“Christ is All, and in All” 


