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EARTHQUAKES as well as wars are 

claiming their victims in these perilous 
and solemn times. 

On last Wednesday, an earthquake 
spread destruction throughout central 

Italy. The killed are estimated at 12,- 
000, and the number injured, 20,000. 

At least a dozen towns in the central 
provinces were destroyed or greatly 
damaged. In Rome, the quake was the 
severest in history. Many of the famous 
structures were damaged, the Vatican 
not escaping. The town of Avezzano, 
sixty-seven miles east of Rome, suffered 
the greatest loss of life, the number be- 

ing estimated at 8,000. It is not be- 
lieved the shock reached as far south as 

Sicily, though later returns may show 
a much wider zone of destruction and in- 
creased fatalities. 

Confusion and terror reigned for a 

time throughout the whole of the affect- 
ed district. Great crowds fled into the 

thoroughfares when the earthquake 
came, many praying and declaring that 
it was a punishment for the sins of men 

who are fighting against their brothers 
in the European war. 

The earth shocks, which lasted more 

than a minute, were recorded on the 

seismograph at Georgetown University, 
D. C. 

As this goes to press, later dispatches 
give the number of dead and injured, as 

a result of the earthquake, at 50,000. 
This is declared to be a conservative 

estimate of the casualties of the great- 
est disaster that has visited Italy since 

1908, when Messina, in which more 

than 77,000 persons perished, was de- 

stroyed. 
When all reports are m and a recapit- 

ulation is made, the casualty list may 
amount to a much higher figure. The 
extent of the property loss cannot be es- 

timated. 
Towns and villages, other than Avez- 

zano, Aquila, Sulmona, ^Village, Taglia- 
cozzo, Sora, Pofi, Monterontondo, Zag- 
arolo, Torre Cajetani, Galino, Veroli, 

Tivoli, Poggio, Native, Guiliano, Cas- 
terta Patenza, and Subiaco, mentioned 
in yesterday’s dispatches, that were de- 

stroyed are as follows: 

Cappelle, Magliano, Marse, Massadal- 

be, Collarmele, Cerchio, Celano, Lelli, 
Paterno, San Felino, Giosamarsi, Scur.- 

cola, Capistrello, Antrosano, Castrono- 

vine, and Cappadocia. 
Pescina, Ortonamarsi, San Benedetto, 

Ortucchio, Cocullo, Bisegna, Balsorano, 
Canistro, Civitelladantino, Castellafiumi, 
Pagliotra, and Sorbo received serious 

damage. 
Ovuedoli, Santi Marie, Poggie,Filippo, 

San Donato, San Stefan<j, Rocacerro, 

Carsoli, Peraoluco, and Trasacco were 

all more or less damaged. 

CONFLICTING and suppressed re- 

ports, a rigid censorship, and the desire 
on the part of the press of this country 
to fill their columns with war “news,’ 
though it exist only in the imagination 
combine to reduce actual information oi 
the progress of the war in Europe al- 
most to the bare fact that such a conflicl 
is going on. 

Yet certain conditions now obtaining 
stand out with startling clearness. 

Since Turkey has flung her defiance 
to the Allies, the certainty that soon or 

late the nations from the East and West 
will meet in Syria, seems foregone. 

Esdraelon, now called Merj Ibn Amir, 
is only another name for the valley of 

Jezreel, the ancient battlefield where 
Gideon fought so long ago. 

German, Austrian, and Ottoman sol- 
diers are on or crossing this tri-angular 
plain, which lies west from Mount Gil- 
boa to Carmel, or from the Meditera- 
nean Sea to the Jordan valley. Russians 
are pouring down through Asia Minor 
toward the Eastern Mediterranean; 
British and French soldiers are ap- 

proaching Palestine. The Suez Canal is 
lined with British troops, Egyptians,and 
a dozen nationalities from India and the 

Ganges, while behind them are the 

Japanese. 
Never in history has any such con- 

course been within striking distance of 
this ancient battlefield. 

Is it Armageddon mustering? 

It is reported that the Allies have a 

strong fleet of warships, accompanied 
by a large army on transports off the 
western entrance to the Dardanelles, and 
have begun an attack on Constantinople, 
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both by land and sea, in an attempt to 

open the passage between the two seas. 

The intense cold of the dead of win- 
ter is largely dead-locking the forces fac- 

ing each other, which condition probably 
will continue until spring, when the tem- 

perature and condition of the ground 
will be so that large bodies of men, ar- 

tillery, and trains can be moved. Lord 
Kitchener, directing the English army, 
is reported as saying that the real war 

will not begin until next May. 

The people of Constantinople are be- 
ing reduced almost to the verge of starva- 

tion, as the result of the closing of the 
Dardanelles and the shutting off of Tur- 
key from outside commerce. All avail- 
able supplies have been confiscated by 
the military authorities,and the struggle 
for food by the poor is reported to be 
pitiful in the extreme. 

Should this narrow passage (only a 

little over forty miles long, and from one 

to four miles wide) be made accessible 
to the fleets and shipping of the Allies, 
it will have a highly important bearing 
on the food supply of the world, aside 
from bringing about the fall of Constan- 
tinople. At present, the outlets from 
the Black Sea and the Baltic are closed 
to Russian ships. 

A report last Saturday that an en- 

trance had been forced, sent the price 
i of wheat in the United States down six 

| points. 

Greece, Italy, and Roumania are daily 
expected to enter the conflict. 

EVERY TAXPAYER and good citi- 
zen is interested in knowing how the 
public money is expended. The State 
Legislature of Illinois, now in session at 
Springfield, will be asked to make these 
appropriations for the coming two 
years: 

For agricultural purposes, not includ- 
ing the agricultural department of the 
University of Illinois, $800,000. 

For state charities, $12,500,000. 
For correctional institutions, $3,000,- 

000. 
For educational purposes, including 

public schools, normal schools and the 
! University of Illinois, $15,000,000. 

For executive purposes, $5,500,000. 
For legislative purposes, $500,000. 
For the judicial department, $2,000,- 

! 000. 
For public health, $641,000. 
For good roads, $3,000,000. 
For military and naval purposes, in-1 

eluding the adjutant general’s depart-! 
ment, new armories, etc., $1,000,000. 

For labor department, including the 
state board of arbitration, the state free 
employment offices, department of state, 
factory inspector, industrial commission, 

; etc., $1,000,000. 
It is the hope of Governor Dunne to 

be able to hold down the appropriations 
; of the Forty-ninth general assembly to 

approximately the figures of two years 
ago. 

_ 

The INVESTIGATION by the gov- 

j ernment of the war-time price of food is 
being directed to the causes for the 
heavy increase in the price of wheat and 
flour and the threatened rise in the price 
of bread. 

Assistant District Attorney Albert L. 

Hopkins, who conducted the inquiry into 
the price of beef and sugar soon after 

j the beginning of the war, is in charge 
| of the investigation. 

— 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE must remain 
(for the present, at least), a state is- 
sue, instead of becoming a national one 

and presented to the country as an 

amendment to the federal constitution, 
was decided by the House of Representa- 
tives in a vote taken by that body last 
Tuesday. The amendment failed of the 
necessary two-thirds vote by 78. The 
total vote was 378. March 19 last, an 

equal suffrage constitutional amend- 
ment received a vote of 35 to 34 in the 
Senate, securing a bare majority, but 
failing of the necessary two-thirds. 

The anti-suffragists declare that this 
action means the suffrage movement is 
on the wane; its advocates say the result 
was better than they expected. Both 
sides are pleased. 

GOVERNOR BLEASE, out-going 

governor of South Carolina, has at least 
drawn the attention of the public to 

himself, before ending his term of of- 
fice. He has practically emptied the 
state’s penitentiaries by pardoning 1,000 
prisoners, and has wiped the organized 
militia of South Carolina out of exis- 
tence. This later order went into effect 
at once, and involves approximately 3,- 
000 men. Differences between the gov- 
ernor, the militia, and the War Depart- 
ment over organization and equipment 
of the troops was given by Blease as the 
reason for his action. That the state 

prisons are breeding places of tuber- 
culosis is said to be the cause of the par- 
doning of all but 125 state prisoners. 

THE INDIANA LEGISLATURE has 
a bill before it for the abolishment of 
capital punishment in that state. The 
bill is promised a spirited fight. It is 
not a party measure. 

AN INCOMPLETE LIST of the un- 

employed in New York city shows a total 
of 562,700. 

SINCE THE BEGINNING of the war 

in Europe, smallpox has been reported 
from many of the ports in maritime com- 

munication with New York; and this 
week United States officials detained 
thirty-six steerage passengers of the 
steamship Buenos Aires, who had been 
exposed to the disease. While the ves- 

sel was bound to this port from Bar- 
celona and Cadiz, one of the steerage 
passengers developed the disease in a 

malignant form, and died. 

HUNDREDS OF MISSIONARIES in 
the Holy Land are facing starvation, is 
declared in a report addressed to the 
State Department. It is stated in the 
report that the Turks have turned the 
Franciscan Order out of nearly all of 
their convents in Armenia, upper Syria, 
and Galilee. In Jerusalem, communities 
of the Assumptionists, Dominicans, 
Fathers of Zion and the White Fathers, 
the Benedictine and Carmelite Sisters, 
the Poor Clares, and others are said to 
have been put out into the streets. 

THE DRINKING of absinthe has been 
prohibited in France, vodka no longer 
troubles Russia, and drinking in the 
trenches by the Germans is not tolerated 
by the Kaiser; but society in Chicago 
knows no restriction, according to a 

press report. “This morning,” the re- 

port says, “one of America’s greatest 
authors and one of the best known rep- 
resentatives of religion was compelled 
to change his hotel at 2:30 o’clock be- 
cause a drunken mob of maudlin men 

and scantily clad women in the liquor 
ecstacies of a society ball surged through 
the halls and made sleep impossible. 

“The same demonstration anywhere 
else other than in the precincts of society 
would have landed the entire company 
in the police station and registered them 
as common drunkards.” 

THE PRESIDENT announces that all 
information reaching him indicates 
steadily improving business conditions 
throughout the United States. 

JAPAN is divided on military expan- 
sion. Because the Imperial Diet reject- 
ed the government’s program for mili- 

tary development, the Japanese emperor 
dissolved the national legislative body on 

December 25 in the midst of great excite- 
ment. The debates were prolonged and 
termined in dramatic scenes when Em- 

peror Yoshihito announced his action. 

MEAT INSPECTION by the federal 

government in this country is pronounc- 
ed the most stringent in vogue in any 
country; yet only about sixty per cent, 
of the country’s meat supply is subjected 
to this inspection, according to Depart- 
ment experts. The stamp of the govern- 
ment, it is stated, is an absolute guar- 
antee of the wholesomeness of the pro- 
duct. 

IF YOU SEND a letter to Australia 
or New Zealand, you should affix a five 
cent postage stamp; but a two cent 

stamp will now carry a letter to the 
Bahamas, Canada, Cuba, Mexico, repub- 
lic of Panama, New Foundland, the 
Canal Zone, Germany (by direct 
steamers only), England, Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland, and the city of 
Shanghai, China. 

THE NATIONAL Employment Bu- 
reau, soon to be opened by the Depart- 
ment of Labor,is meeting serious opposi- 
tion from the labor unions, and has also 

incurred the hostility of some manu- 

facturers. Labor leaders fear that the 
bureau may be used by the manufactur- 
ing employer as an agency through 
which employes maybe obtained to crush 
strikes, and the heads of large industrial 
plants see in a national employment 
agency, under government auspices,dan- 
ger of such distribution of labor as to 
lesson competitive conditions and lead 
thereby to advances in wages. 

CITIZENS of the United States are 

warned by President Wilson not to sell 
fighting tools to the nations now at war. 

The president declares that he will en- 

force observation of The Hague conven- 

tions relating to warfare by all persons 
and business concerns in the United 
States. The attitude of the president on 

this question has been communicated to 
the belligerents, being embodied in the 
answer to complaints from Germany 
that American firms are supplying Great 
Britian with dumdum bullets. 

ILLINOIS has more than 100,000 
aliens who can neither read nor write, 
according to the United States Bureau 
of Education. The fact that 12 per cent, 
of the white foreign-born population of 
the United States cannot read or write 
in any language, as compared to 3 per 
cent, of the native white population 
found to be illiterate, leads the bureau to 

urge the teaching of the English lang- 
uage to adult immigrants. The foreign- 
born child is taken care of by the com- 

pulsory education laws of the various 
states, but in the case of the adult im- 
migrant special difficulties are presented. 

FROM THESE FIGURES, it will be 
seen which nations would be hardest hit 
by a “literacy test” in the immigration 
bill now pending before Congress. In 
drafting for military service, the follow- 
ing countries showed illiterates per thou- 
sand: Russia, 617; Servia, 432; Italy, 
306; Austria-Hungary, 220; Belgium, 
92; France, 30; England, 10; Switzer- 
land, 3; Germany, 0.5. 

A SYNDICATE, it is announced, has 
been formed in this country, of which 
J. P. Morgan & Co. is chief, whereby the 
Czar of Russia will be loaned twelve mil- 
lions. A substantial part of the funds 
to be provided, it is understod, will be 
used in the purchase of automobile 
trucks and a large amount of powder, 
which is to be supplied the Russian gov- 
ernment by American manufacturers. 
It also is understood that a portion of 
the proceeds will be used for the pur- 
chase of food-stuffs. 

ORGANIZED gangs of men, out of 

work, and rendered desperate by hun- 

ger, in the Calumet region trunk line 
railroad yards (Illinois), this week 

completely stripped a carload of flour, 
defying the railroad police. In the 

Chesapeake and Ohio railroad yards 
fifty-two men boarded a train of three 

cars, and in ten minutes all but three 
tons of coal was unloaded and carried 

away. 

You can get LEAVES OF HEALING 
and THE THEOCRAT sent to any 
address in the United States for one 

year for $2.50; to any address in 
Canada for $3.50; to any address in 

Foreign Countries $4.00. 

| COUNTY NEWS 

That Lake county farming land is 
yearly increasing in value is attested by 
E. J. Higley, who, during the year just 
ended, sold 758 acres, aggregating $114,- 
600, practically all paid for in cash. 

Mr. Higley, who is manager of the 
farm land department of middle and 
northern states of an old reliable firm, 
states that in view of the fact that Chi- 
cago is spreading out very rapidly to 
the north and west, this, combined with 
splendid transportation facilities, makes 
all farm lands within a radius of one 

hundred miles of Chicago increasingly 
valuable. Many owners in Lake county 
have advanced prices from $10 to $25 
per acre during the year 1914. 

During the last twelve months,among 
other lands, these farms in Lake county 
have been sold: 

Oakwood farm, 245 acres, $44,000 
cash. 

Hoeman Albrecht farm, 198 acres, 
$31,500 cash. 

Thomas Bidwell farm, 225 acres, $26,- 
500 cash. 

“Land is moving in Lake county,” de- 

clares Mr. Higley. 

Do the fees on the inheritance tax 

and interest on public funds go to the 

county treasurer, the county, or the 

state? The solution to this triangle is 

being sought in the courts. 

Circuit Judge Frost this week sub- 
mitted his decision in the litigation that 

has been carried on in Lake county as 

against- former County Treasurer West- 

erfield, to the effect that the fees belong 
to the county. 

Judge Frost’s ruling conflicts with a 

recent supreme court decision, wherein 
that court held that this money belongs 
to the state. This case, however, is 
now before the supreme court for a re- 

hearing. 
The Westerfield case has been appeal- 

ed to the supreme court for a final rul- 

ing. In the event that that court finally 
rules the money involved belongs to the 

state, every treasurer in Illinois will be 
liable to a suit to recover fees retained, 
and their bondsmen probably will be 
made parties to such action. 

The question is often asked, Why- 
does Zion want her own schools? The 
answer is found, in part, in such an- 

nouncements as the following, appear- 
ing in a Waukegan paper: 

“The request of the central seventh 

grade, as made to the school board 

through Supt. Thompson, that they be 

given permission to hold dancing parties 
in the school once a month, with the 

subsequent favorable action of the board, 
has produced the expected: The eighth 
grade wants to do the same thing. So 
the chances are the board will grant the 
eighth grade a similar permit, and then 
these two grades will hold their party 
in the assembly room of the central 
building together. 

Probably these young people were 

inspired to their action by the knowl- 
edge that several high schools of Chi- 
cago have inaugurated regular dancing 
parties, one afternoon a week. 

In Sheboygan, Wisconsin, instead of 
dances, the Second Ward public school 
has secured two cent “movies,” those 
pupils unable to afford the two cents' 
charge at the theater being admitted 
free. 

A poll book of the first election held 
in Libertyville, on April 2, 1850, nearly 
sixty-five years ago, was unearthed a 

few days ago. This interesting old 
document shows that out of the 125 
voters at this election, only one of the 
men is now living—George S. Wheeler, 
now a resident of Waukegan. 

Farm-made ice cream is a new in- 
dustry started by a Lake county woman. 

Formerly a dairy-woman, owning one 

of the finest herds of cattle in the county, 
she has gone out of the dairy business 
into the ice cream industry. 

“There’s more money in it,” she says; 
“and all that is needed to put farm-made 
ice cream at the top of the profit column 
is an educated taste on the part of ice 
cream eaters.” 

The foot and mouth disease among 
stock continues to be a subject of lively 
interest. The disease, which, it was an- 

nounced some time ago, had been check- 
ed, seems to have taken a fresh start in 
several counties. 

A Du Page county grand jury has 
started an investigation of the methods 
used in that county to stamp out the 
disease. Serious charges of alleged 
misconduct have been made against state 
officials by farmers and cattle owners. 

The state Board of Agriculture has 
started an investigations as to the best 
method of coping with the situation, this 
to be followed by a congressional investi- 
gation. 

In the Fox River Valley, where, it is 

stated, the disease is worst, owners and 

dairymen have secured injunctions re- 

straining the State from further 
slaughtering of cattle. Herds worth 
$150,000 have been killed in this dis- 
trict. 

Other injunctions throughout the 
State have been obtained within the 
week. 

Subscribe For 
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Governor Dunne has asked President 
Wilson that Illinois and the other fifteen 
States affected by the scourge be re- 
lieved of the responsibility of combat- 
ing it; that the Federal Bureau of 
Animal Industry be delegated to the 
task, and that the government pay the 
full expense. 

Kane, Carroll, and Whiteside counties 
| have been closely quarantined within 
I the last few days. 

The Chicago and Milwaukee electric 
railroad is to be resold under foreclosure, 
and a reorganization company will take 
charge just as soon as the condition of 
the money and bond markets is reason- 

ably favorable for the sale of new 

securities, according to the Chicago 
Tribune. 

The property was sold at foreclosure 
in 1912 for $3,250,000, but minority in- 
terest objected to the price; and, after 
litigation, a resale was ordered. This, 
it is said, would have taken place already 
but for the unfavorable condition of the 
money market. 

LOCAL ITEMS 

Deacon George W. Smale left on Wed- 
nesday for Central Illinois on a busi- 
ness trip. 

The Divine Healing Meeting, which 
was held in the Zion Home Auditorium, 
Tuesday afternoon, was conducted by 
Elder E. W. Reder, and was well at- 
tended. 

Miss Margaret Luce, of Chicago, is 
spending a few days in Zion City with 
her uncle, Mr. Wm. I. Luce, at 3015, 
Eschol Avenue. 

Deacon Axel E. Johnson, who has been 
conducting a tailoring establishment on 

Cottage Grove Avenue, Chicago, sold out 
his business and has moved to 2927 Ezra 
Avenue, Zion City. Mr. Johnson is em- 

ployed in the Tailoring Department,Zion 
Stores. 

On January the ninth a party of seven 

young ladies visited Mrs. C. Kingsley of 
North Chicago. The party left Zion 
City in the afternoon and took supper 
with Mr. and Mrs. Kingsley. 

Mr. F. W. Pulaski,who for three years 
has been employed by the United States 
Gypsum Company, of Chicago, is now 

employed as stenographer in Zion’s 
Legal Department. 

Mr. Joseph L. Bishop, who for two 
years was manager of the Zion Meat 
Market, is now employed on the Zion 
Legal staff under the direction of 
Theodore Forby, City Attorney. 

Miss Irene Carey, who has up till re- 

cently been employed as stenographer in 
the Leaves of Healing Department, has 
been transferred to the stenographic 
staff of the General Overseer. 

Mr. James J. Craig, tax collector of 
Benton Township, will begin mailing tax 
notices in a few days. He expects to 
receive the tax books on or about Feb- 
ruary the first. 

Deacon Joseph Redmond, 2202 Eschol 
Avenue, returned home from Gary, In- 
diana on Wednesday evening last. He 
had visited Gary and Hammond, In- 
diana, and Chicago, where he had done 
some Restoration Work. He reports 
that the new disease wrhich is spreading 
among the people there and which can- 

not be diagnosed by the doctors is caus- 

ing lots of trouble. It is thought that 
it originated through drinking impure 
or unsterilized milk. 

On Friday evening Deacon Redmond 
left again for Rock Island, Illinois,where 
he will visit Evangelist V. B. Shumaker 
for a few days. He expects to remain 
there over Lord’s Day and assist the 
Evangelist in the work. 

Mrs. E. G. Nelson, of 641 Carmel 
Blvd., went to Chicago on Tuesday to 
spend a few days with her sister. 

A party from the 31st St. School,made 
up from the 8th grade, went for a sleigh- 
ride on Tuesday evening. 

On Tuesday evening two more sleigh 
parties, which were under the super- 
vision of Mr. S. E. Burkey and Mr. 
George Wedekind, left the Zion Home at 
7:30, with a party of about forty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Burkey, of Wal- 
nut, Illinois, are visiting Mr. and Mrs. 
Burkey, at 3004 Emmaus Avenue. They 
expect to remain over Lord’s Day. 


