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NEWS OF THE WORLD 

SITUATION GRAVEST KNOWN 

This Country Now Waiting for Develop- 
ment of Events—German Decree in Effect 

—Other Notes of Interest 

The war zone decree went into effect 

Thursday. 
The United States may be described as 

in the position of waiting the logic of 

events. 

President Wilson’s protest against im- 

periling neutrals on the high seas has 

failed of effect, and Germany stands 

ready to sink merchant vessels and their 

cargoes, without verification of their na- 

tionality or character, and without provi- 
sion for the safety of noncombatant crews. 

In Germany’s own words, “strained re- 

lations” now exist between the United ! 

States and that country. Events may de-' 
velop any day which will plunge this 

country into the mad vortex oi 1‘" wcrld- 
war. 

England, in her long-awaited answer to i 

this government’s protest against the re- 

strictions imposed upon American food 
stuffs en route to Germany, refuses to re- 

cede from her position, and, a addition, 
is expected to main f sc restrictions even 

more stringent. 
It is reported that G man submarines 

are now strewing mines in the path of 
commerce about the British Isles. 

With this co 'dry’s declaration to Ger- 

many that it will hold that country re- 

sponsi’.h <-.ase an American ship should 
be sunk u American lives lost through the 
sini r.goi vessel of another nationality, 
the v is admitted, at Washington, 
to <;■ i.h most serious ever confronting 
this nation. 

What a German submarine is capable of 

is shown in the recent sinking, in the 

w iters surro unding Great Britain, of five 

^nerchant vessels. The submarines were 

[a thousand miles from any conceivable 

f base of operations. Three vessels were 

| sunk only a few’ miles from Liverpool, in 

the Irish Sea, and the two others were sent 

to the bottom w’ell to the south in the 

English Channel. Both these scenes of ac- 

tion are located at points on the seas sup- 

posed to be absolutely in control of the 

■allied fleets. 

In Flanders and France the armies are 

at a deadlock. On the eastern front the 

struggle is for the passes of the Carpa- 
thians and the possession of East Hun- 

gary. -From Constantinople comes the 

news that the Turks are transporting to 

various points in Asia Minor all their 

archives, their sacred relics, and the im- 

perial treasure.-The report is current 

that Germany and Austria have declared 

the independence of Poland, to become 

operative at a date set within a. few 

months.-During the week past, thirty- 
four British and French aeroplanes and 

sea planes dropped bombs on Zeebrugge, 
Ost.end, Middelkerke, and Blankenberghe, 
inflicting heavy damage, it is reported, on 

(these 
German bases. Garibaldi, the 

Italian patriot, in a public statement de- 

clares that unless the Italian government 
decides to participate in the war there will 

be a revolution in that country. 

DAWES HOTEL A SUCCESS 

Hotels for Workingmen Out of Work 

Planned in Three Cities— 
Lesson in Economics 

The experiment, began a year ago by 
.Vr. < haries F. Dawes, of Chicago, of giv- 
ing the unemployed a good bed and a good 
meal for a low price, and yet make the 

venture self-sustaining, has won out, and 

■ the announcement is now made that a 

chain of hotels similar to the one in Chi- 

cago is to be built in different cities by 
the Rufus F. Dawes Hotel Association. 

The construction of the new buildings 
will be started within a year, and, it is 

said, will begin with New York, Seattle, 
and Minneapolis. 

Not Charitable Institutions 

These hotels are not to be in any sense 

charitable institutions. 
It is claimed that the first year’s oper- 

ation of the Rufus F. Dawes hotel demon- 

strated the possibility of running such an 

} enterprise as a paying business proposi- 
tion. at a charge of not exceeding four- 

teen or fifteen cents for a room, a com- 

fortable bed, a substantial meal, and bath- 

ing facilities. 

Lesson in Economics 

The daily charge for a bed is five cents. 
The bill of fare includes these items: 

Meat hash and beans.3 cents 

Coffee, with milk and sugar.. .2 cents 

Roll .1 cent 

Macaroni and bread.3 cents 

Mutton stew and bread.3 cents 

Soup with bread.2 cents 

Doughnuts .1 cent 

Baked beans and bread.3 cents 

Pie, all varieties.3 eents 

For American Citizens 

Ti;e purpose of these hotels, according to 

he founder, is “to provide men with ac- 

-ommodations at reasonable figures.” 
Their guests are not to be considered any' 
different from ordinary guests at any 
h el, but are regarded as American citi- 
zens. 

The hotels are not designed to be per- 
manent homes for workingmen, but a 

temporary place for a man out of work. 
When he finds work, he gives way to make 
room for another not so fortunate. 

LEGISLATIVE DEADLOCK BROKEN 

David E. Shanahan Elected Speaker of 
Illinois House of Representatives After 

a Seven-Weeks’ Fight—Glad it’s Over 

David E. Shanahan, of Chicago, a Re- 

publican, a “wet,” and a veteran in legis- 
lative service, was elected last Tuesday 
speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Speaker Shanahan was elected by a 

combination of thirty-one Republicans and 

forty-nine Democrats—eighty altogether 
—three more than the constitutional re- 

quirements of a majority of seventy-seven. 

Thus End Deadlock 

The tie-up of the House on the speaker 
lasted for seven weeks, which is four 

weeks more than any previous tie-up in 

the history of the General Assembly. 
Everybody, including the people, is glad 
that the merely obstructive record 

achieved so far by the present legislature 
is at an end, and that constructive legis- 
lation, much of it of great importance, 
will now be given a chance. 

Governor Dunne has expressed his 

hearty satisfaction that the deadlock is 

ended, and his confidence that the session 
can now get down to business. 

Mr. Shanahan is acceptable to both the 

“wets” and the “drys.” He has a re- 

putation for fairness in the legislature, his 

industry and ability are well known, and 

he is a man of experience in legislative 
procedure. 

Personnel of Speaker 
The new speaker is the oldest member 

of the Illinois legislature in point of ser- 

vice. 
He was born on a farm three miles south 

of Amboy, Lee County, Illinois, in 1862; 
later, he attended the public schools of 

Chicago. 
When about twenty-two years old, he 

was elected supervisor of the South Town 
on the Republican ticket. In 1889 he was 

appointed deputy United States marshal. 

Later, he entered the real estate business. 
He has been in service at Springfield since 
1896. 

One of Mr. Shanahan’s biographers says 
of him that lie gets along “without smok- 

ing or chewing tobacco, or drinking 
whisky, good, bad, or indifferent.” 

GOVERNOR DUNNE’S MESSAGE 

Touches Upon Important Measures to 

Come Before the General Assembly Now 
in Session at Springfield 

Gov. Edward F. Dunne, in his biennial 

message to the Illinois General Assembly 
—which has been waiting to be read since 
New Years’s Day,—touched upon many 

important subjects and made recommen- 

dations relative to measures waiting their 
turn before the legislators. 

Foot and Mouth Disease 

That this disease is now practically 
stamped out and but little danger ahead, 
is the expression of the governor. Re- 

viewing the work done by the state and 
federal government to wipe out the dis- 
ease. he deplored the opposition fight, and 
recommended the early attention of the 
legislature to the question of making an 

appropriation sufficient to cover the un- 
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SPECIAL INVITATION IS EXTENDED 
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usual expenses entailed upon the state of 
Illinois in the effort to suppress this dis- 

ease, and that official action be taken in 

making appropriations for reimbursing 
owners of cattle killed. 

For Good Public Roads 

Highway improvement is urged, and the 
construction of 15,000 miles of state aid 
roads is recommended by Governor Dunne. 
The type of road which the Highway Com- 
mission has decided upon, is described as 

a finished driveway thirty feet wide, 
divided into a pavement proper of brick 
or concrete from ten to eighteen feet wide, 
with earth or macadam shoulders on each 
side to make up the required width. 

The contracts which have been let for 

the work of building the roads are distri- 

buted among forty-eight counties. 
The further employment of convicts in 

road making is recommended. 

For an Eight-foot Waterway 

The legislature is asked to authorize 

the construction of an eight-foot waterway 
between Joliet and Utica, which would 

open a channel from the Great Lakes to 

the Gulf of Mexico, of the same depth 
now maintained in the Mississippi river. 

The present drainage canal, twenty miles 

of the Illinois and Michigan canal, and 

forty-five miles of the Illinois river would 

be utilized. 
For this work, the governor proposes 

the issuance of bonds, not exceeding 
$3,500,000. An immense commerce, it is 
the governor’s belief, would develop be- 
tween points on the Illinois river and 

points at or near the Great Lakes, through 
the sanitary district canal from Chicago 
to Lockport, and thence to the Mississippi 

! river, thus providing a waterway from 

Chicago to the Gulf of Mexico. 

Better Weight Law 

Passage of a drastic law for the punish- 
ment of violation of state food and weight 
measures is recommended. “This is a 

fraud which merits the severest condemn- 
ation and the most stringent measures for 
suppression,” the message reads. 

Economy in Elections 

Limitation of election expenses is urged 

1 

by the governor. He recommends the 

holding of municipal, township, and school 
elections on the same day at two-year in- 

tervals, and of state, county, congression- 
al, and national elections on the same day 
every alternate two years. Judicial elec- 
tions, the governor recommends, should be 
held when no other officers are voted for. 

Other Measures 

In his message, the governor recom- 

mends the consolidation of many of the 
state institutions and departments, on the 
ground of economy; urges a law making 
trespassing on a railroad property a mis- 
demeanor; asks for the enactment of a 

law under which the state will have the 
right to examine into fire insurance rates 
and to fix such rates; and improvement 
in the condition of jails and workhouses. 

The message is a long document, and 
thoroughly reviews the state’s activities 
and institutions. 

OAXACA DECLARES INDEPENDENCE 

The state of Oaxaca (o-a-hah-ka) has de- 
clared its independence of the rest of 
Mexico. •Any faction attempting to en- 

ter the state will be driven out. 

Oaxaca is one of the largest of the Mexi- 
can states. Other states in Southern Mexi- 
co are reported ready to join Oaxaca. 

ALL BUT THEIR CONSENT 

The English authorities recently form- 
ulated a plan to transport some of the 

Belgian people who had fled to them when 
their country was laid waste by the Ger- 
man army, to Canada, where land was to 

be given them on easy terms by the 

government. 
The plan seemed most feasible, and was 

put in operation, until suddenly brought 
to a standstill. Everything had been 

thought of and provided for, except one— 

the consent of the Belgians. They refused 
to go. 

NOT IN RUSSIA—OUR COUNTRY 

The drink traffic in the United States, 
according to government reports, now 

costs $1,750,000,000 annually. 

TAXATION FOR WAR 

A drastic war taxation measure was this 
week proclaimed in the Canadian parlia- 
ment. 

FOOD FOR DESTITUTE JEWS 

The Vulcan, which will leave March 4 
with coal and supplies for the Tennessee 
in the Eastern Mediterranean, will also 

carry relief supplies for destitute Jews in 
Palestine. 

RELIEF ASKED FOR SAMOA 

Congress has been asked for an imme- j 
diate appropriation of $10,000 for relief 
work on the island of Manila, Samoa, re- 

cently devastated by storm, and now 

threatened with famine. 

NEW LAW AIDED BY STATES 

The new anti-narcotic national law, 
which becomes effective March 1, is to be 

supplemented by state laws. 
The national law requires all physicians, ! 

hospitals and others who handle narcotics, 
to register with the government and keep 
a record of all prescriptions. 

■ ■ 

FRANCE FINDS IT GOOD 

France is so well pleased with the re- 

sults of the prohibition of the sale of ab- 
sinthe, the national alcoholic drink, that 
propositions have been introduced in the 
Chamber of Deputies looking to the sup- 
pression of all alcoholic extracts and bit- 
ters. 

PASSING OF FANNY CROSBY 

The blind hymn writer, Fanny Crosby, 
passed away February 12, aged ninety- 
four, at her home in Bridgeport, Connecti- 
cut. 

Wherever the Christian religion is 
known, there Fanny Crosby’s hymns have 
been sung. The influence for good ex- 

erted by this blind woman in her lifetime 
through her songs—the number “Saved by 
Grace” alone, as she sang, is known only 
in Heaven, where her sweet spirit now is. 

It was not until past the age of forty 
that she began to write hymns. Since 
that time, it is estimated, no less than 
8,000 hymns have come from her pen. 

Among the many hymns of Christian 
worship are such familiar ones as: “Saved 
by Grace,” “Blessed Assurance,” “Rescue 
the Perishing,” “Jesus is Tenderly Call- 
ing Today,” “All the AVay my Savior 
Leads me,” “Awake, Awake,” “Jesus, 
Keep me Near the Cross,” and “Safe in 
the Arms of Jesus.” 

These verses from “Saved by Grace” 
show her attitude toward death: 

I 
Some day the silver cord will break 

And I no more as now shall sing; 
But Oh, the joy when I shall wake 

AVithin the palace of the King. 

And I shall see Him face to face 
And tell the story—Saved by grace 
And I shall see Him face to face 
And tell the story—Saved by grace. 

NEW ZEALAND BABIES WIN 

New York City is priding herself that 
in 1914 the death rate among babies under 
one-year old was 9.46—which is the low- 
est any American city has ever had. The 
death rate among farmers’ babies in 
rural New York, however, is higher than 
the New York City rate. 

But urban New York is put in the shade 
by the New Zealand’s rate among farmers’ 
babies. New Zealand’s rate for 1910 was 

5.1, and in 1913 the rate in Dunedin was 
3.8. 

The laws in Australia for the care of 
children are good, and a general knowl- 
edge of mother-craft is diffused through 
various societies. 

PARCEL POST PAYS 

In announcing a fifty per cent, dividend 
by a large mail order house in Chicago, it 
was brought out that the establishment 
would save one million dollars the present 
year by sending out its huge catalog by 
parcel post. 

The claim is made by many business 
men—and the above figures would seem 
to give color to it—that the mail order 
houses are the chief beneficiariaes of the 
parcel post, and that many local mer- 

chants are being driven out of business as 
a result. 

SWEEPING QUARANTINE 
The Department of Agriculture this 

week extended the foot and mouth dis- 
ease quarantine regulations so as to in- 
clude all the territory east of the Missis- 
sippi and north of Tennessee in a restricted 
area, out of which no shipments of live 
stock, except for slaughter within forty- 
eight hours, will be permitted to the south 
or west. 

HOUSE PASSES CHILD-LABOR BILL 

By a vote of 232 to 44, the House, on last 
Monday passed the child-labor bill, bar- 
ring from interstate commerce the prod- 
ucts of any mine or quarry employing 
children under sixteen, of any mill, fac- 
tory, or workshop employing children 
under fourteen, or under sixteen if work- 
ing more than eight hours a day. 

As the present Congress will adjourn 
March 4, it is unlikely the bill will be 
reached in the Senate this term, unless the 
shipping bill comes to a speedy termin- 
ation, thus giving more time for the con- 
sideration of other bills. 

PUTS MEN BEFORE DOLLARS 

The Electro Steel company, of Pitts- 
burgh, has refused to bid on a contract to 
furnish part of an order of 1,000,000 drop 
forge shells, valued at $4,000,000, wanted 
by the British government. The refusal 
is made “for humanitarian reasons.” 

HORSES FOR SWITZERLAND 

About 1,000 horses have been purchased 
in Chicago alone recently by the Swies 
government, for which $200,000 have been 
paid. 

The heavier mounts have been chosen, 
for the reason that these horses are ex- 

pected to be used on farms. 
The agent explained, in purchasing the 

horses, that a Swiss soldier is given a 
horse for use in the annual maneuvers. 
When these are concluded, he takes the 
horse home for use in farm or other work 
—the government thus practically giving 
the soldier the use of the horse for its 
keep. At the end of ten years, if the 
horse is still alive, it becomes the property 
of the soldier. 

TREASURY MAY BE WITHOUT CASH 

If the present rate of decrease of the 
treasury’s working balance continues, by 
June 1 there will be no cash to meet cur- 

rent bills. The average rate of decrease 
is now nearly $428,000 a day. 

NO SHORTAGE OF WHEAT 

The United States is in no danger of a 

wheat famine, according to an official 
statement just issued by the Department 
of Agriculture. 

President Wilson, it is reported d >es 

not believe an embargo on foodstuffs is 
necessary, and insists that an erroneous 

impression has grown up concerning ~he 
food supply of the United States. 

The statement issued by the depart- 
ment says that even in the event of a 

shortage of wheat, there are many suitable 
substitutes which could be eaten, of which 
there is a great surplus. 

WATSON APPOINTED TO BENCH 

Albert Watson, of Mt. Vernon, has been 
appointed by Governor Dunne to fill the 
term of the late Judge Vickers of the Su- 
preme Court. The majority of the judges 
of the Supreme Court are now Democrats, 
for the first time in forty years. 

BURLESON’S PLAN FAILS 

Postmaster Burleson’s plan for reducing 
the high cost of living by bringing the 
“farm to the table,” through the service 
of the parcels post has met signal failure. 
The Postmaster General reckoned without 
the element of human nature. Investi- 
gation has shown that the farmer asks 
even more than the retailer for his prod- 
ucts. 

COUNTY NEWS 

DOMESTIC SCIENCE FOR BOYS 
Plans are being made to teach domestic 

science to boys as well as girls in the 
Waukegan township high school. 

PRIZES FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Prizes are to be given to school children 
for the best samples of various kinds of 
work submitted in the next annual county 
fair, at Libertyville. 

In the rural schools prizes will be 
Continued on page 2, column 5. 


