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SUBJECT 

Christ the True Shepherd and 
Comforter 

Scripture Reading and Exposition 

After the usual introductory exercises, which included 
the repetition by the General Overseer of the Twenty-third 
Psalm, the speaker addressed the congregation as follows: 

The Twenty-third Psalm is no doubt the favorite por- 
tion of the Inspired Record of a larger number of Bible 
students than any other portion of the Scriptures. 

It consists of one hundred and nineteen words, ninety- 
one of which are monosyllables—a very striking illustration 
of the remarkable simplicity of the Word of God. 

John 3:16 is another illustration of the same kind. 
The sublimest thoughts are expressed in the simplest 

language; indeed, one who is a thinker, and who has some- 

thing really worth saying, always uses simple language. 
The Twenty-third Psalm has outlived vast quantities 

of other literature. God inspired it, and it expresses some 

of the rich experiences of the writer. 
Productions that are born merely of the intellect very 

quickly die, but when born of both intellect and heart they 
live. 

Hundreds of hymns are written that are seldom,® if ever, 
sung; and no doubt many hymns have been written that nev- 

er have been sung, except by the author and a few intimate 
friends. 

The Power of Hymns is Born of Human Experience 

“Jesus, Lover of My Soul” has lived because it was born 
of human experience. “Blest Be the Tie that Binds Our 
Hearts in Christian Love” has lived for the same reason, 
and also, “God Be With You Till We Meet Again.” 

Men that can speak from experience usually say some- 

thing that lives, and that proves to be very helpful to hu- 
manity. 

The twenty-third Psalm is as fresh today as if it had 
been written only yesterday; and though it has lived for 
thousands of years, today it is a source of edification, en- 

couragement, and great blessing to mankind in all parts of 
the world. 

It has been translated into many languages, it nas 

furnished inspiration for hymn-writers, it has set poets to 
thinking, and I presume that, in the aggregate, hundreds of 

pages have been written by way of comment. 
I want you to feed upon it; let it be food for your spirits, 

and let it go with you through the day—which, I trust, will 
be a blessed day in Zion. 

“The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. 
“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
“He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
“He restoreth my soul: 
“He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His 

Name’s sake. 
“Yea, though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow 

of Death, , 

“I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; 
“Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me; 
“Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of‘ 

mine enemies: 
“Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life: 

“And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” 
May God bless to our good the reading of this beauti- 

ful Psalm. 
The Innumerable Blessings of God the Father 

We will now go to God in prayer, and I desire all of you 
to unite in ascribing praise, honor, and glory to God our 

Father, and thanksgiving for the Gift of the Blessed Christ, 
of the Holy Spirit, of the Word of God, for Salvation, Heal- 
ing, Cleansing, and for the manifestation of God’s wonderful 
keeping power, and for His rich Grace. We cannot enu- 

merate all the blessings which God is daily bestowing upon 
us. 

Let all earnestly pray that God may cleanse Zion, that 
His true Zion may be gathered, and that He may make His 
Will clear in regard to every step that may be taken. Pray 
that this day may be a wonderful day in ZION. Let us bow 
before God, and worship Him in Spirit and in Truth. 

After prayer and announcements the General Overseer 
continued as follows: 

THE ADDRESS 

You will now please turn to the Fourteenth Chapter 
of the Gospel according to Saint John, and read with me 

from the first through to the seventeenth verse: 

“Let Not Your Heart be Troubled” 

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in Me. 

“In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were 

not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also. 

“And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 
“Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither 

Thou goest; and how can we know the way? 
“Jesus saith unto him, I am the Way, the Truth and the 

Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. 
“If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Fath- 

er also: and from henceforth ye know Him, and have seen 

Him. ^ 
“Philip saith unto Him, Lord, show us the Father, and 

it sufficeth us. 

“Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with 
you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? he that hath 
seen Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, 
Show us the Father? 

“Believest thou that I am in the Father, and the Fath- 
er in Me? the Words that I speak unto you, I speak not of 
Myself: but the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the 
works. 

“Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
Me, or else believe Me for the very work’s sake. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me, 
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do, because I go unto My Father. 

“And whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that will I 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

“If ye shall ask anything in My Name, I will do it. 
“If ye love Me, keep My commandments; 
“And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you 

another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever. 
(Or “to the end of the Age” as a correct translation 

would read.) 
“Even the Spirit of Truth; Whom the world cannot 

receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: 

but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you.” 

The Importance of Viewing the Christ from Many Standpoints 
Jesus the Christ lived the most wonderful life ever 

experienced among the children of men. 
In order to understand His life, so far as it is possible 

for the mind of man to grasp and understand it, it is neces- 
sary to view Him from many different standpoints. 

If we had no other record of His utterances than that 
of the so-called Sermon on the Mount, we should have a very 
inadequate idea of the Christ. 

On the other hand, if we had no other Inspired record 
than the Twenty-third Chapter of the Gospel according to 
Saint Matthew, we should have a very inadequate idea of 
the Christ. 

It is impossible to judge any man by looking at him 
from only one standpoint; it is impossible to judge any man 
by hearing him deliver only one address: it is impossible 
to know a man until after you have come into touch with him 
in public and in private on many different occasions—occas- 
ions calculated to draw out of that man all that is good, and 
noble, and true. 

If we had nothing more than the simple story recorded 
in the Eleventh Chapter of the Gospel according to Saint 
John, one would conclude that the predominant, if not the 
only, trait of the Christ was tenderness and everwhelming 
sympathy for those in trouble. 

Jesus loved Lazarus, and Martha, and Mary; and when 
He stood with them at the tomb of Lazarus, it is written 
that “Jesus wept.” 

Jesus, the Christ, both Son of God and Son of Man 

The Son of God though He was, He was also the Son of 
Man; and to emphasize unduly the Divinity of the Christ 
is to lose sight of His humanity; and to emphasize unduly 
the humanity of the Christ is to lose sight of His Divinity. 

The proper view to take is to regard the Christ as being 
likened to God on the one hand, and to man on the other. 

Referring again to the twenty-third Chapter of Mat- 
thew, if that were all that we had, we should think that 
Jesus, the Christ, was a terrible character—one of the most 
terrific men that ever stood upon this earth; for no man, 
no matter how gifted his pen, or how vivid his imagination, 
or how accurate his reasoning faculties, or how skilful in 
oratory, could use stronger language than that of the Christ 
recorded in the Twenty-third Chapter of Matthew. 

If we study all of the life of the Christ that is written 
and handed down to us, we can understand Him. 

He was tender—more tender than a mother; He was 
kind; He was loving; He was compassionate; and He had 
great pity for the sinful, the sick, and the suffering. 

And yet He was terrible; He was the most terrible 
Man that ever trod this earth; before His look, hypocrites 
withered; before His scathing words sinners were made to 
tremble, and those who would not repent were made to wail 
and gnash their teeth and long for His death; and the 
Scribes and Pharisees and the Sadducees were not satisfied 
until they had accomplished His death. 

Jesus’ Last Celebration of the Passover Feast 

In order that you may understand the Scriptures that 
I have quoted, I will ask you to turn to the Gospel according 
to Saint Matthew, and consider in the Twenty-sixth Chap- 
ter the seventeenth verse: “Where wilt Thou that we pre- 
pare for Thee to eat the Passover?” 

The Apostles, who loved Jesus so dearly, little realized 
the meaning of the awful coming events which were casting 
their shadows tuickly around them. 

They had not been able to understand the Words of 
Jesus, the Christ: that they would soon go up to Jerusalem, 
and that He would be delivered into the hands of wicked men 
and be shamefully treated—be spit upon, scourged, and 
crowned in mockery. 

During His short earthly career,Jesus had partaken of 
many Passover Feasts. How long before He realized that 
a Passover Feast would come when He Himself should be 
the Lamb, I do not know. That God did conceal from Him, 
until the proper time, some things connected with His mis- 
sion is quite probable. 

The wheels of Time have been going around, and the 
day is approaching for the regular Passover Feast; but in 
that, Jesus could not participate, for He could not be that 
Lamb that was slain and partake of the regular Passover. 

So when the Apostles approached Him and asked, 
“Where wilt Thou that we shall prepare for Thee to eat the 
Passover?” they did not understand. This was on a Thurs- 
day night that Jesus the Christ ate an anticipatory Passover. 

Jesus, the Christ’s Many Warm-hearted Friends 

The instruction, by Jesus the Christ to His Apostles 
has been very interesting to me. 

Borne great, big, kind-hearted individual loved the 
Christ so intensely that Jesus could say to His Apostles, 
“Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, the Mas- 
ter saith, My time is at hand, I will keep the Passover at thy 
house with My diciples.” 

Unless Jesus had been on very familiar terms with the 
man, this would have been a great breach of all the rules of 
propriety. 

Oh, the Savior Who had not where to lay His head, knew 
what He meant when He said that if a man forsake houses 
and lands, and father and mother, for His sake, they should 
receive an hundredfold in this life. 

There were many places where they would take the 
Savior in —such as the home of Mary and Martha and 
Lazarus, and that of the one whom these met as they went 
to eat the Passover. 

Now, will you just see this morning that house, and the 
large upper room, and the table in the midst of the room 
with the benches around, where they reclined, and see them 
slaying the lamb, following out the direction specifically 
given in the Mosaic economy, given by God, and then see 
the Savior and those Apostles gathering around the table 
to eat the Passover, with John, the beloved Apostle, reclin- 
ing his head on the Savior’s bosom. 

The Savior loved according to merit, and so must you, 
and so must I; it is impossible to do otherwise and be just. 
God loves all humanity, but He loves the obedient and faith- 
ful more than the disobedient. 

“He that hath My commandments and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth Me; and he that loveth Me shall be loved 
of My Father, and I will love him and will make Myself 
known unto him.” 

How many of you claim that love this morning? It is 
your privilege to do so, and you can claim it if you only will 
live for it. 

And then there was Peter; and there was Judas. Just 
let your minds pass over all that transpired in that little 
room, and see those Twelve Apostles. 

The Call of the First Twelve Apostles 

Now let us go back and study their call, and then we 
shall take up this thread a little later on. You will remem- 
ber that when Jesus began His Ministry, He said to Peter 
and Andrew, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 

The highest calling intrusted to man is to be a fisher of 
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men; to go out and win the sinful, the sick, the sorrowing, 
and the troubled and distressed; arid to be used of God to 
the Salvation, Healing, Cleansing of humanity. 

I thank God this morning as I look back at North Side, 
Chicago, and Cincinnati, and Australia! I can think of 
many who are my crown, who are my reward, who are 

worth more to me than all the gold of Ophir—worth more 

than all the plaudits accorded queens, czars, kings, and 
presidents; worth more than all the earth. 

Those who have been Saved, Healed, Cleansed, and 
Blessed—they are a man’s true reward, and everyone of 
them will be gathered in the last days as precious, golden 
sheaves. 

Then there is the call of Matthew, who was a tax-gath- 
erer at the receipt of custom. 

We do not know very much about the others; and yet 
I do not think it fair to say that the majority of the others 
never amounted to much because it is not recorded. 

God knows what the Apostles did; you and I are not 
their judges. Perhaps if we had been in their places we 

should not have done as well as they did. 

The Great Helpfulness of Memorizing Scriptures 

In the Tenth Chapter of Matthew we have the corres- 

ponding story of the Christ sending these Apostles out. 
Oh, that Tenth Chapter of Matthew! How precious it is! 
As I close my eyes, I can see it from beginning to end. 

Last night I sat down and, in thirty minutes, memor- 

ized the Fourteenth Chapter of John. I can repeat it back- 
wards this morning, and give you any verse you may like to 
ask for. Oh, what a blessing I got in doing that! 

Jesus* Disciples Became Sad 

Now we come back into that upper room. Those 
Apostles were there, and they were very sad. 

How could they help being sad? They had been with 
Jesus for three years; did they not dearly love Him? How 
could they help loving Him—the Son of God! 

You and I have no idea how much they loved Him. 
You and I love Him—love Him very dearly; and we 

want to follow Him today just the same as if He were here 
and took us by the hand and led us forward; but we cannot 
realize how much those Apostles loved Jesus! 

They had been with Him day and night; they had 
shared in His toils; they had shared in His joys; they had 
heard His sermons; they had witnessed His miracles and 
had listened to His parables; and they also had seen the 
bitter enmity that was hurled against Him. 

Persecution is a Sign of a Divine Call 

Did you ever know a man who was anything in THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD that was never persecuted and much 
lied about? 

Why, some forget that one of the seals of a Divine call 
is to have every imaginable wicked lie told about him—just 
as much a part of the seal of one’s Divine mission as the 
preaching of the Gospel and its being followed by signs and 
wonders. 

“All men that will live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suf- 
fer persecution.” 

Jesus Spoke Plain Words and Designated the Traitor 

Now, the Savior had already told His Disciples that He 
was to be delivered into the hands of wicked men; do you 
think that made them feel very happy? No! they were 

sad, and downcast, and troubled. 
And then to have the spokesman of the Apostolic Col- 

lege told straight that “before the cock shall crow, thou shalt 
deny Me thrice!” 

What effect do you think that must have had upon 
mem: 

And then, at last, when the Savior was troubled, and 
His soul was sorrowful, even unto death, and He asked, 
“What shall I say?” they saw His countenance, which in- 
dicated what was going on in His spirit. 

At last, when He said,“One of you shall betray Me,” 
I’ll warrant you there was some heart-searching! 

They said, “Is it I?” “Is it I?” 
Oh, the horrible crime of Judas against his Lord and 

Master! 
The Apostles had beckoned to John, who was leaning 

his head on Jesus’ bosom, to ask the Savior who it was, and 
the Savior said, “He to whom I shall give the sop when I shall 
dip it.” 

He dipped the sop and gave it to Judas, and after that 
the devil entered into him and he was nerved for the most 
dastardly deed ever committed in this world: and he went 
out and sold his Savior for thirty pieces of silver. 

When All Men Realize the Value of Time 

Now the Savior has only a little time before His cruci- 
fixion ! 

Let me ask you, men and women, brothers and sisters, 
if you knew that you had only twenty-four hours to live, 
would you waste a minute? 

I will guarantee that if there is any good thing in you 
it would come out within the alloted time. 

And so the Savior, in the few intervening hours, spoke 
the words contained in this cluster of chapters. 

One writer, I noticed when studying yesterday, says 
that this cluster of chapters is not surpassed by anything 
in the world; that they constitute the most beautiful gem 
ever given to humanity. 

If you will only begin with the Twelfth Chapter of John, 
with the words, “And what shall I say?” and then pass 
on through the thirteenth into the fourteenth, fifteenth 
and sixteenth chapters—when you get to the seventeenth 
it is wonderful! 

And now here is the Savior,after He has told His Apos- 
tles that He is about to be killed; and that Peter, the bold- 
est one of the lot will deny Him; and that Judas will betray 
Him, I will warrant you there was silence there for a long 
time! 

It seems to me as if I could almost see that little com- 

pany as I talk about it, and could enter somewhat into their 
feelings and experiences. 

No doubt, after a period of silence—although we do not 
know all that was said—the Savior said to them, “Let not 
your heart be troubled!” 

That is a very significant exhortation! 
He did not say, “Be ye not troubled;” but “Let not your 

heart be troubled!” 
s 

Christ Sufficient to Satisfy in Every Trouble 

There is a trouble that is on the surface, and that does 
not amount to much. 

Even the best saints, even the choicest of God’s chil- 
dren, even those most nearly perfect, will have times in their 
lives when on the surface there will be trouble, while in the 
heart there will be no trouble. 

Think, for instance, of the sea. The waves may be 
dashing high, but down deep in the waters there is perfect 
calm! 

So it is with the true child of God! 
The Savior said, “Let not your heart be troubled!” con- 

soling them as if He said, “Faith in God and in Me will 
drive away all trouble!” 

This is always true! 
The man who recognizes God as the first cause, who 

recognizes God as the Great Creator of the Universe—His 
crowning work being man — who recognizes God as having 
made the sun and the moon and the stars, and this beautiful 
earth of ours; who recognizes that God is the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift—how can he help having unwavering 
faith in God? 

When a man has great faith in God, it is easy enough 
to have great faith in the Son of God, Whom God sent into 
this world, for Christ was God manifest in the flesh. 

“Faith in God, Faith in Me,” said the Christ—“that 
will drive away all trouble!” And so it will! 

The man whose faith is in God is never troubled in 

heart about anything. He gives no anxious thought about 
food, or raiment, or shelter. He is not concerned about what 
men say or threaten to do. With his eyes fixed upon God, 
with unwavering faith, in God and in the Christ, His Son, 
he knows the end is perfectly sure. 

The Child of God a Pilgrim on Earth 

To furthur console them, Jesus said, “In My Father’s 
house are many mansions.” 

We are pilgrims here; we are on a journey. 
One of the sweetest hymns to me when I was in evan- 

gelistic work was, “We’re Going Home Tomorrow.” It 
is one of the sweetest words in the English language; the 
mere mention of it brings up, in rapid succession, many 
precious memories. 

To mention home, every mind leaves this Tabernacle 
and goes back to England, to Africa, to Mtaine, to California, 
to Australia, or to some other place—wherever your home 
has been; you could not help it. 

And you see the old house, with the vine twining around 
the windows and you see the features of father and mother, 
sister and brother, and you hear their voices again; and even 
the grave yields up its dead. How vividly it all comes up! 

Now, Heaven is simply a home! It is the abiding 
place of the family of God. God is the Father; the Christ 
is our Brother; and it will not be a complete Home until all 
the children are gathered. 

That good time is coming, and it may not be very far 
off; for I believe that if you realized how very near the 
Second Coming of Christ is, you would have no time to fool 
around; but you would be in dead earnest, working day and 
night for the good of humanity; and you would not be put- 
ting obstacles in the way, for you will have to give an ac- 

count of everything before God in Heaven. 
Oh! what a tremendous responsibility! 

“In My Father’s House are Many Mansions” 

Jesus knew that that would console and comfort them 
in the hour of trouble. 

And it comforts us! 
I tell you, in the midst of the battle and the journey, 

in the midst of the voyage when the night seems so long and 
the hours so weary, it is a great source of comfort to look 
forward and know that Christ is there getting a place ready 
for us. 

It is an excellent thing for soldiers of the Christ to be 
able to look forward with the eye of faith to that Home! 
Then, some time, having been faithful, they will enter into 
it. 

Take the Book of Revelation—here is a conflict, and 
then it is over; then another conflict, and then out of it. 
At last we come to the place where satan is bound; where 
the harlot and the beast and the false prophet are judged; 
where Death and Hell are destroyed, and the new Heaven 
and the new earth appear! 

Thus it is with the Christian life! It is a life of con- 
flict always, day and night; it is a ceaseless warfare against 
the kingdom of darkness; but the time will come when we 
shall lay down the cross; although some people will not, be- 
cause they never have taken it up; but many will. 

“If It Were Not So, I would Have Told You” 

Is not that declaration simple and frank? 
It was as if He had said, “Why! my beloved disciples, 

I have been with you for three years; if there were not many 
mansions in My Father’s house I would have told you long 
ago.” 

You see that, in order to give them still more comfort, 
He says, “In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it 
were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you.” 

Why! how glad they ought to have been; but they could 
not understand it. 

We experience the same difficulty: we do not under- 
stand many things. We pine and sorrow when loved ones 
are taken away. But, if I know my Bible, it is a pretty 
good thing to go away. 

You will remember that Stephen, when he went away, 
called upon the Lord to receive his spirit. 

And Paul says, “To be absent from the body, is to be 
present with the Lord.” Also, “I am in a strait betwixt 
two, having a desire to depart and to be with Christ; which 
is far better.” 

Why repine? Why! if you pass away today, and those 
around you say good-by, weeping ere the last word has been 
spoken by them, there will be a welcome for you to a better 
place than you have known on earth. He is getting a place 
ready, and it is a big place, too. 

The Universe is the House of God 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions.” 
“I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare 

a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto My- 
self, that where I am there ye may be also.” Now, is not 
that very beautiful? 

“Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God, 
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many man- 
sions. 

“If it were not so, I would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where 
I am there ye may be also.” 

Oh, how beautiful that is! Now, I want you to listen 
while I read the words of this beautiful hymn: 

Souls of men, why will ye scatter 
Like a crowd of frightened sheep? 

Foolish hearts, why will ye wander 
From a love so true and deep? 

Was there ever kinder Shepherd 
Half so gentle, half so sweet, 

As the Savior Who would have us 
Come and gather at His feet? 
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It is God! His love looks mighty, 
But is mightier than it seems: 

’Tis our Father, and His fondness 
Goes far out beyond our dreams. 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in His justice [i 
Which is more than liberty. j 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in Heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

There is welcome for the sinner, 
And more graces for the good; 

There is mercy with the Savior; j 
There is healing in His blood. 

But we make His love too narrow, 
By false limits of our own, 

And wre magnify His strictness 
With a zeal He will not own. I 

There is plentiful redemption 
In the blood that has been shed; 

There is joy for all the members 
In the sorrows of the Head. 

If our love were but more simple 
We should take Him at His word; 

And our lives would all be sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord. 

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measures of man’s mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

“And Whither I Go Ye Know, and the Way Ye Know” 

In the mind of the Christ, to know the Goal was to 
know the Way. 


