
Tabernacle Addresses 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

SUBJECT 

“The Great Cloud of Witnesses and 
the Heroes of Faith” 

The PROCESSIONAL, Sung by Zion Junior and 
Senior White-Robed Choirs was: “THE CHURCH’S ONE 
FOUNDATION.” 

The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ our Lord; 

She is His new creation 
By water and the Word; 

From Heav’n He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 

Elect from every nation, 
Yet one o’er all the earth, 

Her charter of salvation 
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 

One holy name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 

■i And to one hope she presses, 
With every grace endued. 

‘Mid toil and tribulation, 
And tumult of her war, 

She waits the consumation 
Of peace forevermore; 

Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great church victorious 
Shall be the church at rest. 

Yet she on earth hath union 
With God the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion 
With those whose rest is won; 

O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace, that we, 

Like them, the meek and lowly, 
On high may dwell with Thee. 

INVOCATION by the General Overseer: 
“God be merciful unto us and bless us, and cause Thy 

face to shine upon us; that Thy Way may be known upon the 
earth, Thy Saving Health among all the nations. For the 
sake of Jesus.” Amen. 

The Congregation then joined in singing the Hymn: 
“Joy Cometh in the Morning” after which the General Over- 
seer read the entire twelfth Chapter of the Book of Hebrews, 
which was followed by the Junior Choir singing the Hymn 
entitled: “Now the Light Has gone away; Father, listen 
while We Pray,” and prayer by the General Overseer. 

After the announcements and while the Tithes and 
Freewill offerings were being received, the Choir and con- 

gregation united in the singing of the Hymn: “I am Trust- 
ing Thee, Lord Jesus.” 

The General Overseer then delivered the following: 

SERMON 

You will please turn with me to the Epistle to the Heb- 
rews, the twelfth chapter, I will read to you the first two 
verses; intending if time permits, to briefly explain the entire 
chapter. 

“WHEREFORE, seeing we also are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us 

run with patience the race that is set before us, 
Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our 

faith; Who, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the 

cross, despising the shame and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1,2. 

This morning I spoke from the twelfth chapter of 
Romans: 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable (or, intelli- 

gent) service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans- 

formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
Romans 12:1, 2. 

You will notice that in the first verse of the twelfth 

chapter of Romans you have there the word “THERE- 
FORE,” which I explained to you. 

Now, in the twelfth chapter of Hebrews the first verse 

begins with the word “WHEREFORE.” The basis of 
the twelfth chapter is the eleventh chapter. In the eleventh 

chapter we have presented to us the heroes of faith. Some 
wonderful things have been done through faith. There is 
a great deal said in the Bible about faith; it is something 
which all Christians are expected to have. 

Faith is a Controlling Power 

We are told that “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
bv the Word of God.” 

“Without FAITH it is impossible to please God. 
“Whatsoever is not of FAITH, is sin.” 
“Have FAITH in God.” 
You will remember that Jesus said to the Centurion, 

and also to the Syrophenician woman: 

“I have not found so great FAITH, no, not in Israel. 
“FAITH is the substance of things hoped for, the evi- 

dence of things not seen.” 
Jgsiis said 
“When ye pray, believe that ye have that for which ye 

ask and pray, and ye shall have it.” 
The difference between a Christian man and a man of 

the world, is that the former walks by faith, and the latter 
walks by sight. 

J0SUS said 
“If ye have FAITH as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall 

say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place, and 

it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 
“Have FAITH in God.” 
Jesus said: 
“Whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou re- 

moved, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in 

his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith 

shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.” 

The Heroes of Faith 

And in this eleventh chapter of Hebrews we are told 

that: 
“BY FAITH the elders obtained a good report. 
“BY FAITH Abel offered unto God a more excellent 

sacrifice than Cain.” This is a wonderful statement. 
You know, as you enter the Book of Genesis—which is 

the portico of the Word of God—that you soon meet the 

story of Cain and Abel; how that Abel was a keeper of sheep 
and Cain was a tiller of the ground, how that each one 

brought an offering unto God and that God had respect unto 
Abel, but no respect unto Cain; and how that, through 
jealousy, Cain rose up and slew his brother Abel, and that 
the blood of Abel cried unto God from the ground for ven- 
geance upon the murderer. This is, indeed, a very interest- 
ing verse, and one which is very little understood. 

“BY FAITH Enoch was translated.” 
Think of a man walking with God! As you read the 

genealogical table, which is so dry to the average person, you 
will find there—in the midst of it all—the statement that 
“Enoch walked with God, and was not, for God took him.” 

“BY FAITH Enoch was translated that he should not 
see death.” 

Now, I believe that we have only a very little of the 
story of Enoch. Perhaps God had promised Enoch that if 
he would walk with Him he should never sec death; and 
it was BY FAITH that Enoch walked with God, and God 
fulfilled His Word and translated him. 

“BY FAITH Noah, being warned of God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving 
of his house, by the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.” 

Yes, there stood Noah, in the midst of a wicked, per- 
verse generation; God the Almighty found him to be the 
only righteous one, and told him that within one hundred 
and twenty years He would destroy the world by a flood. 
Noah believed it, and God’s Word was fulfilled. 

That was wonderful faith—and yet faith no different 
whatever to that which is possible to a man of God today. 

“BY FAITH ABRAHAM, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he should afterward receive for an inher- 
itance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he 
went. 

God said to Abraham, “Get thee out of thy country, 
leave thy kindred and thy father’s house, and go into a land 
which I will show thee.” And Abraham went, and “BY 
FAITH he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange 
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the 
heirs with him of the same promise: for he looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” 

BY FAITH Sarai conceived and bore Isaac. 
You know, Sarai was the central figure of that wonder- 

ful story of when the angels visited Abraham and gave the 
promise; when Sarai heard it she laughed, and then it was 

that the angel rebuked her and asked the question—which 
has come ringing down through the ages—“Is anything 
too hard for God?” No; God is able to do all things; it is 
the unbelief and the lack of faith and the fear and doubt 
that keep back the blessings of God from the people. 

You will remember that the Son of God Himself, in 
Nazareth “could do there no mighty works because of their 
unbelief.” 

God Proves the Faith and Strength of His Children 

“BY FAITH Abraham, when he was tried, offered up 
Isaac; and he that had received the promise offered up his 
only begotten Son.” 

If I get to that part of the twelfth chapter—the question 
of God’s chastening—I wish to drive straight home to your 
hearts the fact that God the Almighty proves and tries and 
tests and corrects, in order to educate and to discipline all 
who would be His children—His sons and daughters. 

But alas! how many there are who fail! If the truths 
of Zion were truths in 1901, they are truths today. If God 
founded Zion City and threw her gates open in 1901, she 
is still the City of God; but, under the chastening hand of 
God, under His correction and discipline only a little rem- 

nant abides. But I tell you that you would just as well take 
a tooth-pick and with it undertake to upset Shiloh Taber- 
nacle, as to try to stand before God’s thoroughly tried and 
proven people. 

The most stupid thing that a man or any woman ever 

did, was to set himself or herself in array against the work- 
ing out of God’s plans and God’s purposes. 

When God told Abraham to offer up his son Isaac, He 
allowed him to go even to the very point of stretching forth 
his hand with the knife to slay him: but that was sufficient, 
and then God provided a lamb in the thicket for the sacri- 
fice. Abraham withheld not even his own son—yes, his 

only son—he was willing to give him. Abraham believed 
that God was able to raise him even from the dead. 

“BY FAITH Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning 
things to come.” 

“BY FAITH Jacob, when he was dying, blessed both 
the sons of Joseph: and worshipped, leaning upon the top of 
his staff.” 

“BY FAITH Joseph when he died, made mention of 
the departing of the children of Israel; and gave command- 
ment concerning his bones.” 

“BY FAITH Moses, when he was born, was hid three 
months of his parents.” 

“BY FAITH Moses, when he was come to years, re- 

fused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.” 
“BY FAITH the children of Israel passed through the 

Red Sea as on dry land.” 
“BY FAITH the walls of Jericho fell down. 
“BY FAITH the harlot Rahab perished not with them 

that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace. 
“BY FAITH they subdued kingdoms, wrought right- 

eousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens, women received 
their dead raised to life again; and others were tortured, 
.not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better 

resurrection; they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, 
were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented; (of whom the world was not worthy.) they 
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and 

caves of the earth. And all these, having obtained a good 
report through faith, received not the promise.” 

Faith’s Victors, Who Have Gone On, Rejoicing over 

Present-day Conquests 

“WHEREFORE seeing we are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses.” 

There is but one meaning to this statement, and that 

meaning is that Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and Noah and 

Gideon, and these other heroes of faith, looking down from 
their home in Heaven, are watching—with intense interest, 
the race being run by God’s children. 

And, my brothers and sisters, I believe today that the 

spirits of the departed saints, from their Heavenly home 
are looking down upon God’s children today and watching 
tfiem as they run the race toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling in Christ Jesus. 

The Apostle (or whoever wrote this epistle) had in 
mind the games of the Greeks and the Romans. In the 
vast Amphitheater there sat thousands upon thousands, 
tier upon tier, and as the contestants in the race pressed 
forward toward the goal, the thousands of spectators—with 
longing eyes—followed them, watching every move with 
intense interest until the entire race was won; and then 
there went up a mighty shout for the victors in the contest. 

And so I believe that the expression—“WHEREFORE 

seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses”—the saints who have gone on before, from their 
home in Heaven, look down upon all in the great race, and 
as we press forward they are intensely interested; and they 
behold us when we falter and when we waver, and when we 

stumble and fall; and they rejoice when we go forward from 
victory to victory. Why, the angels in Heaven rejoice more 

over a sinner who repents, than they do over ninety and 
nine just persons who need no repentance. 

Angels are Ministering Spirits to Comfort and 
Strengthen Believers 

It has never yet dawned upon you with any force, that 
the angels in Heaven are “ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister to those who are heirs of salvation;” that the 
angels in Heaven are intensely interested in the affairs of 
men here upon the earth, and that it is plainly taught in 
the Word of God, that when a sinner repents there is great 
rejoicing in Heaven. 

Anyone knows that the racers in the Roman and Greek 
games, raced much better when they felt and realized that 
thousands and tens of thousands of eyes were upon them, 
and that in that multitude sat mothers and fathers and bro- 
thers and sisters and relatives and friends who were con- 

stantly watching every move that they made. 
And just so today: when you feel and when I feel that 

myriad eyes from Heaven’s lofty heights, are looking down 
upon us and watching us in all of our conflicts, whatfan 
inspiration to be loyal, true and stedfast, and to go forward 
to conquer in the Name of the Lord and, at last, to reach 
the goal which the Lord Jesus the Christ has reached before 
us! 

The Line of Separation Between this and the Next 
World is Slender 

“WHEREFORE seeing we are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses.” 

Now, the line of separation between you and the inher- 
itance of the Heavenly world, is very very thin—very thin. 
Oh, how they have tried to explain this all away; but it is 
there, and it simply teaches that “the spirits of just men 

made perfect” are interested and are concerned in the pro- 
gress of God’s work here upon the earth. 

Spiritualism is a counterfeit; it is the work of demons, 
and its purpose is to deceive. There is nothing in the Word 
of God upon which Spiritualism can base its doctrines. 

But there is a plain declaration, inspired by God Him- 
self, that those on the earth, as they go forward in the 
race, are beheld by a great cloud of witnesses. There is 
our inspiration. 

What Must God Think of People Who Repudiate His 
Plan of Operation? 

I often wonder what God must think of the people 
who once were such loyal (?) Zion people—in the days of 
prosperity—and who, when the test came, showed that they 
had no Zion in them and became cowards; and in this fight 
to save Zion City I challenge you to show one conflict in 
which they have not been defeated. 

How true it is that one man with God on his side is an 
absolute majority. If God has trained arid sent a man, then 
what does it matter what any opposer may think or say! 
If God has not commissioned a man, then of course, he is 
not worth bothering with. 

Lay Aside Every Weight 
\ 

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight.” 

The contestants in the Greek and Roman games stripped 
themselves of all unnecessary clothing, and rid themselves 
of every ounce of superfluous weight: because they knew 
that unless they did so they would be handicapped in run- 

ning the race. 
And now Paul takes up that fact, and teaches the 

spiritual truth that if one would run the Christian race he 
must lay aside every hindrance. And all that I have the 
time to say this afternoon is this: My brother, my sister, 
whatever there is in your life that is hindering you in your 
race for eternal life, put it aside today; “and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us.” 

Find the Besetting Sin and Cast it out 

I do not know what is the besetting sin in your case; 
you know, perhaps, better than anyone else. In one case it 
may be an uncontrollable temper; in another case it may 
be lying; in another case it may be dishonesty; and in an- 

other case it may be covetousness, and in another, envy, and 
in another, pride, and in another, jealousy; and in another 
case it may be some other sin; but, whatever is your beset- 
ting sin, my brother, my sister, heed the exhortation to put 
it aside, for otherwise you will never be able to run the 
Christian race successfully. 

Patience is a Virtue to be Carefully Cultivated 

“And let us run, with patience, the race that is set be- 
fore us.” 

It does not say that we are merely to run the race; but 
that we are to “RUN with PATIENCE the race that is set 
before us.” Patience, you know, is one of the seven Chris- 
tian Graces. With patience you will make a success of any- 
thing. 

“LOOKING UNTO JESUS.” Here we think of the 
myriad eyes of the saints looking down upon us; What an 

inspiration to us! and then, looking beyond, we see Jesus 
the Christ, Who has run the race before us and Who has 
reached the goal. 

In Life’s Race, the Falterer Only is Defeated 

“Looking to Jesus the Author and Finisher of our 

faith.” 
He Who has begun in us a good work will, if we are 

true and faithful, complete that work. The beginning of 
“our faith” is put there by the Son of God; it is He Who 
furnishes the inspiration for the finishing of this great race, 
and every one who falters and drops out of the race, will 
miss the goal. 

Every Victor Must Be An Overcomer 

“Who, for the joy that was set before Him, endureth the 
cross, despising the shame.” 

How much can the average Christian endure? How 
much can the average church-member suffer for Christ’s 
sake? How much is he willing to give up in order to run 

the Christian race? 
The Lord Jesus the Christ endureth the cross; but it 

was the vision of joy that enabled Him to endure it. Jesus 
the Christ despised the shame; but what is the shame of man 

compared to the glory of God! 
Ah, it does not take very much to topple over the aver- 

age Christian. Just let a little hardship or adversity come, 
and he loses all of his religion. 

Zion’s Testings Prove Her Divine Origin 

I want to tell you that I praise my God, with all my 
heart, for all that has transpired in Zion. I want to say 
to you that the miracles of salvation and the miracles of 

healing, and the founding of Zion City by God, through 
John Alexander Dowie stamps him as one of the mightiest 
of God’s ministers; and also that the reproof, that the cor- 

rection, that the chastisement, all prove just as much the 
Hand of God in the affairs of Zion as any miracle that ever 

was wrought; and I thank God that His hand is over Zion. 

If you are not right, my brother or sister, you will go 
through the sieve of God’s testing. No man or no woman 
can become a part of God’s Kingdom in these latter days, 
except he or she be drawn by the Spirit of God. It is not a 
question of how many, but of what quality—what kind. 

How much chastening can you endure? Can you suffer 
the confiscation of your goods? Can you go to the stake to 
be burned? Can you lose all things for Christ’s sake? Ah, 
in many cases, no; for the moment that God puts on the 
sand-paper and applies the chisel and hits with the hammer, 
then you squirm and twist and are ready to quit. But I tell 
you that if you and I are not prepared to be put through 
the fire, then we will never reach the goal. The Lord Jesus 
the Christ endured the cross, despised the shame, because of 
the joy that was set before Him, and now He sits at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 

i 

The Christian Must Expect to Meet Opposition 

Let us look, for a moment, at this third verse— 
For consider Him that endureth such contradiction of 

sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds. 

Now, that word “contradiction” used there is not quite 
plain; but it refers to the slander, to the calumny, to the 
vicious statements, to the persecution and hatred against 
the Lord Jesus Christ.- Consider what the Christ endured. 

Of what account is one who will not endure the con- 
tradiction of sinners ? Why, suppose they do call you every 
wicked name in the catalog; if you know that you are right 
with God, then you do not need to let it bother you any; let 
them say what they like. 

( 

The Conflict Waged over Zion City is of Mighty 
Significance 

This fight during the past four years for the salvation 
and preservation of Zion City has not been any little skirm- 
ish, I can tell you. I believe that, in some respects, the 
fight for supremacy in Zion City has been one of the most 
important conflicts ever waged in the history of God’s peo- 
ple ; for this is the only City upon the earth of which the 
devil has not possession; and I do not blame him for work- 
ing overtime in trying to get it. 

A gentleman, a stranger, who overtook me recently, 
said, “Well, have you succeeded in keeping the saloons out 
of Zion City?” I said, “Yes, the devil has been working 
mighty hard, but we have succeeded in keeping the saloons 
out; and have almost succeeded in keeping out drugs and 
tobacco and other evils, and we have succeeded in keeping 
out the theater; but we have had a great fight, and when I 
gain possession of Zion City, I will, by the help of God, 
clean the last devil out of here.” (Amens). Every day upon 
my knees I claim the promises of my God. God has said 
that if I will keep His commandments, and walk in His • 

statutes, and hearken unto His Word, that He will cause 

my enemies to flee before me seven ways; and I expect to 
claim that promise until the last enemy goes; and that 
promise is for every son or daughter of the Kingdom. 

(Continued next week.) 

Zion Institutions & 

Industries 
ZION STORES: 

Capital Invested as on March 31, 1915, $147,572.29. 
Number of Employees, 124. 
Volume of business for 12 months, $441,346.74. 

ZION PRINTING AND PUBLISHING HOUSE: 

Capital Invested, $46,249.01. 
Number of Employees, 40. 
Volume of business for 12 months, $61,643.14. 

ZION BAKING INDUSTRY: 

Capital Invested, $22,819.82. 
Number of Employees, 32. 
Volume of business for 12 months, $81,710.49. 

ZION HANDKERCHIEF FACTORY: 

Capital Invested, $22,476.19. 
Number of Employees, 105. 
Volume of business for 12 months, $38,026.04. 
Principally labor in manufacturing for wholesale trade. 

ZION OFFICE SUPPLY: 

Capital Invested, $27,944.09. 
Number of Employees, 18. 
Volume of business for 12 months, $62,532.73. 

Zion people most emphatically should leave all of their in- 
vestments in these Institutions, and help, as rapidly as possible, 
to add at least $50,000 more in investments to the working capital. 
We pay 6 per cent, interest on all investments. 

These Institutions should be extended and others organized, 
so that, as rapidily as possible there will be employment in Zion 
Institutions and Industries for every loyal Zion man and woman. 

It is a remarkable record that, during all the hard times 

through which this country has been passing, we have not laid 
off any employees nor made any cuts in wages. 

Faithful cooperation on the part of all Zion will enable us 

to maintain these Institutions, extend them, and organize others. 

Let all Zion heed this call, keep all their money at work in 
one way and another for the establishment of Zion City, and vic- 

tory, by the help and grace of God, is sure. 
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