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NEWS OF THE WORLD 

ITALY IN ARENA 

Declares War 071 Austria-Hungary, 
Germany, and Turkey—Speculation 

as to Effect on European War 
Situation — No Man Has Key, 

Says President Wilson 
* 

— 

“Why do you write such long editor- 
ials?” queried a subscriber. 

“Because,” was the reply, “we haven’t 
time to write short ones. 

President Wilson’s late note to Ger- 
many was a remarkably clear, concise 
piece of writing. Not one word could 
have been spared, nor was an added one 

needed. 
But the press comments on it can be 

measures only in miles. 

As anticipated, Italy has declared war 

on Austria-Hungary, Germany, and 

Turkey. 
The announcement was made last Sun- 

day (May 23rd), simultaneously with 

the issuance of a general mobilization 
order. 

The triple entente has now become the 

quadruple entente. 
The Italian army is well prepared to 

take the field. The people are a unit in 

their desire for war. 

The formal note declaring war gives 
in two paragraphs the causes therefor. 

They read: 
“Declaration has been made, as from 

the 4th of this month, to the imperial 
and royal government of grave motives, 
for which Italy, confident in her good 
right, pro^aimed annulled, and hence- 
forth without effect, her treaty of al- 
liance with Austria-Hungary, which was 

viote^^f by the imperial and royal gov- 
ernment, and resumed her liberty of ac- 

tion in this respect. 
“The government of the king, firmly 

resolved to provide by all means at its 

disposal for safeguarding Italian rights 
and interests, cannot fail in its duty to 

take against every existing and future 
menace measures which events impose 
upon it for the fulfilment of national as- 

pirations.” 
The minimum demands upon Austria 

by Italy were: 

1. The cession of the entire province 
of Trent (part of the Austrian Tyrol), 
according to the frontier of the King- 
dom of Italy in 1811. 

2. Eastern Friueli, comprising Mal- 

borgeth, Plezzo, Tolmino, Gradisca, 
Goritz, Monfalcone, Comen, and as far 
south as Nabresina. 

3. Triest, Capo dTstria and Pirano 

(the last two in Istria), to form a new 

state, independent from Austria. 
4. The islands of Curzola, Lissa, 

Lesina, Lagosta, Cazza, and Meleda (off 
the coast of lower Dalmatia) to be ceded 
to Italy. 

5. The abandonment by Austria of 
her interests in Albania, acknowledging 
Italian sovereignty over Avlona. 

-- 

Italy has addressed to the neutral gov- 
ernments of the world a lengthy com- 

munication explaining the reasons for 
declaring war on Austria-Hungary. 

Negotiations between Italy and Aus- 
tria are reviewed, revealing that they 

began immediately upon the dispatch 
of Austria’s ultimatum to Serbia. 

Italy claimed then that the action of 
Austria disturbed the equilibrium of the 
Balkans and the peace of Europe in a 

way that vitally affected Italian inter- 
ests. As an ally of Austria, Italy as- 

serts the right to have been consulted be- 
fore the sending of the ultimatum, the 
first news of which was received through 
the newspapers. 

Failing to obtain, through diplomacy, 
the satisfaction of her territorial and na- 

tional aspirations, Italy announces in 
the note that a declaration of war was 

the only means of safeguarding her posi- 
tion in Europe. 

A neutrality proclamation by the 
United States covering the entry of Italy 
in the European war was published by 
the state department under date of May 

w 24th. 
The United States is assured that Italy 

will have due regard for the rights and 

interests of the United States. 

Assurances to this effect are import- 
ant, because of the large Mediterranean 
trade of the United States and the 
numerous questions apt to arise in con- 

nection therewith. 
# 

Many forecastings are being made as 

to the effect Italy’s entrance into the con- 

flict will have upon the European war 

situation. Some see a shortening of the 

war, with Germany’s complete subjuga- 
tion; others a lengthening, and more 

murderous slaughter. 
President Wilson speaks the word of 

wisdom when he says: 
“No man is wise enough to pronounce 

judgment on the outcome of this titanic 

struggle. It is only in general terms 
that one can speak in the midst of a con- 

fused world, because, as I have said, no 

man has the key to this confusion. No 
man can see the outcome.” 

FIRST CLASH 

Italy’s first clash of arms with Aus- 
tria was one of sea and air. It took 

place Monday, following the day war 

was proclaimed, all along the Adriatic 
coast of Italy. Following this have 
come reports of engagements between 
troops of the Italo-Austrian frontier. 

It is reported that the Kaiser intends 

personally to command the army operat- 
ing against the Italians. 

NEBRASKAN TORPEDOED 

A report, dated May 26th, states that 
the American steamer Nebraskan had 
been torpedoed in the British waters 
which Germany proclaimed a submarine 
war zone. The Nebraskan was flying 
the American flag at the time, it is said: 

The crew is safe. After the vessel 
was struck, they took to the small boats, 
and stood by until it was seen that the 
steamer could keep afloat. 

It is not known whether the torpedo- 
ing was intentional or accidental. 

The president has instructed the state 

department to have the cause of the in- 

jury to the steamer thoroughly investi- 
gated. 

IN TWO ROLES 

Almost $10,000,000 a month has been 
contributed by the United States to the 
war sufferers of Europe since the first of 
last August. 

To which a foreign paper adds that 
this sum is not three per cent, of the 
net profits from the sale of munitions of 
war. 

CALL FOR MEN 
* 

While the European bulletins are cal- 
ling for men for battle, a bulletin of the 
United States Department of Labor 

says the “wheat states” are calling loud- 

ly for men to help them garner the grain. 
According to reports tabulated at Wash- 
ington, Oklahoma will need about 18,000 
men; Kansas, 40,000; Missouri and Iowa 

10,000 each; Nebraska, 8,000, and Min- 
nesota and South Dakota, about 20,000 
each. 

TRANSPORT 3,000 
The Metagama, the largest vessel sail- 

ing from Canadian ports, has been com- 

mandeered by the government to trans- 

port 3,000 troops to fill the fearful gaps 
made in the ranks of the dominions con- 

tingent at Ypres. 

IS THE TRUTH 

The jury in the Barnes-Roosevelt libel 
suit has decided in favor of the defen- 
dant. This means that, in the estima- 
tion of the twelve men, the Hon. Wil- 
liam Barnes was what Mr. Roosevelt 
called him—a corrupt boss—inasmuch 
as the court instructed that the only jus- 
tification the defendant had* was the 
truth of what he said. 

THREE MILLION CRIPPLES 

The estimate that nearly 3,000,000 
cripples'will be produced by the war has 
been made by actuaries 

The English home of Otto Kahn, in 

London, has been turned into a school 
for soldiers and sailors who have been 

blinded in the war, where they are be- 
ing taught brush and mat making. 

CLERGY AGAINST REFORM 

Chancellor Lloyd-George is finding 
the liquor problem a harder knot than 
had been anticipated, owing to the fact 
that a good part of the clergy of Eng- 
land are standing back of the liquor 
traffic. 

As it now stands, instead of prohibi- 
tion, new high taxes have been put on 

spirits, wines, and beers. The chancel- 
lor of the excequer stands for “not taxa- 
tion, but annihilation.” 

TRYING TO “GET EVEN” 

Germany sank the $7,500,000 Luis- 
tania, with about $1,000,000 worth of 
cargo. Since then, in various parts of 
British territory, mobs have destroyed 
over $10,000,000 worth of German prop- 
erty and driven thousands of Germans 
from business and honest labor. 

GOOD ANYWHERE 

Courtesy is nowadays recognized as a 

big factor in the success of any business 
whose respresentatives come in personal 
contact with the public. “Courtesy 
meetings,” it is reported, ares to be or- 

ganized by one of the big railroad sys- 
tems of the country, and hereafter, 
“safety first” is to have as an important 
adjunct, “courtesy next.” 

CALL ITALIANS IN U. S. 

All Italian men between nineteen and 

thirty-nine years of age in the United 
States, whether naturalized or not, and 

even those born in America of Italian 

parents, are called to join the Italian 

army. 
The Italian military law makes it obli- 

gatory that the call be heeded. 

AUSTRALIAN CHIEF WOUNDED 

General Sir William Birdwood, com- 

mander in chief of the Australian troops 
fighting Turks in the Dardanelles region, 
heads a list of 900 Australians and 150 

British sea fighters wounded in battle. 
The casualty list covering these and 

other losses, issued May 20th, includes 
the names of 170 officers and 1,400 men. 

WAR BEFORE CHURCH 

No candidates for admission to the 

clergy of the Church of England in the 
diocese of Londan who are of military 
age and physically fit for duty will be 
ordained during the war. 

The ordination council of the diocese 

adopted the following resolution this 
week: 

“That no application on behalf of any 
candidate be considered unless the candi- 
date proves to the satisfaction of the 
council that he is unable to serve for the 
war.” 

—* ... 

ALLIES BUY HORSES 

Representatives of Italy this week 

completed the purchase of 11,500 horses 
in Missouri. They previously had 

bought 8,000. 
Agents of the French government also 

began filling an order for 20,000 horses. 
This is the largest single order received 
in the United States since the European 
war began. France already has bought 
30,000 horses at this market. 

The British agents have bought 30,- 
000 horses, but they have a standing or- 

der for 1,200 a week. 
That the demand for American horses 

will grow constantly larger so long as 

the war continues may be gathered from 
the statement that the average life of a 

horse after it once gets with troops in 
active service is not more than ten days. 

PACKERS PROTEST 

The American beef packers, most of 
them from Chicago, have asked of the 
State Department that arrangements be 
made with England for delivery to 
neutral nations of shipments of their 
food products without interference by 
England. 

With interference by England in such 
shipments, when sent in neutral vessels, 
they will demand that prompt payment 
shall be made for the goods shipped, and 
that prize court delays in payments shall 
be considered as ground of protest from 
this country. 

Chicago beef packers have $12,000,000 
value of packinghouse products rotting 
in the harbor of Falmouth, England. 
These goods were shipped last November 
and December on Scandinavian vessels 
to Scandinavian ports, mainly Copen- 
hagen, Denmark. The ships were seized 
by England. The packers have been un- 

able to collect from the English govern- 
ment. 

SEMINARY AND CHURCH PART 

The Presbyterian General Assembly 
has ended the relations of the Union 
Theological Seminary and the Presby- 
terian Church, on the ground that the 
school no longer teaches the doctrines 
of that body. 

CHINESE POTENTATES HERE 

Cheng-Hsun Chang, with a party of 
Chinese trade commissioners, is on an 

inspection tour of the United States. 
Cheng-Hsun is a member of the legisla- 
tive and of the advisofy council of the 
Chinese parliament, and is one of the 
wealthiest and most influential men in 
China. 

“Potentially, China is the greatest na- 

tion in the world,” he says. “She has 
a tremendous population, inexhaustible 
natural resources and ambition. The 
China of today is a new China—a China 
eager to free itself from oppression from 
without and eager to play an increasing- 
ly important part in the trade marts of 
the world.” 

SUBMARINES BREAK DOWN 

Five of the fleet of twelve submarines 
in review in New York harbor recently, 
have become disabled since the assem- 

bling. 

“HANDS OFF” IS POLICY 

President Wilson has received first- 
hand information concerning the Mexi- 
can situation from Du Gal West, his 
special commissioner, who recently re- 

turned from a visit to the section con- 

trolled by the different factions. He is 
said to have avoided favoring any fac- 
tion or leader, devoting his report to the 
president to information gathered about 
conditions generally and about the atti- 
tude of the different leaders. 

It is understood that the administra- 
tion will continue its policy of “hands 
off” while the Mexicans are fighting for 
supremacy. 

WAR AND FEVER 

An epidemic of typhus fever is rag- 
ing throughout Tiflis, Persia, and the 
surrounding country. Meantime, the 
Kurds are keeping up their war on 

Armenia. They massacred 400 Armen- 
ians recently in the village of Abagya, 
where the Armenians had fortified them- 
selves in a monastery, and fought until 

! their ammunition was exhausted. 
Turkish infantry is advancing on 

Souchbulag and menacing Tabriz. South 
of Lake Van, Armenians defeated a body 
of Turkish regulars and captured sev- 

eral field pieces. 

LASSEN AGAIN ERUPTS 

Hat Creek Valley, in eastern Shasta 
county, California, was threatened with 
destruction recently when a flood of mud 
from the crater of Lassen Peak swept 
over it. It took houses with it, killing 
cattle and driving people from their 
homes to the hills. Farms, it is report- 
ed, have been completely buried. The 
mud in some places reached a depth of 
four to six feet. 

The latest outbreak of Lassen Peak 
marks a distinct point in the progressive 
change in the character of the eruption, 
according to geological survey experts, 
and places Lassen in the category of 
more or less dangerous volcanoes. 
Heretofore the eruptions have carried 
only bowlders and light ashes and black 
smoke without illumination. The latest 
eruption, however, is reported as involv- 
ing genuine lava, whose cloud-reflected 
glow resembles Stromboli, the active vol- 
canic lighthouse of the Mediterranean. 

PEACE AND TRUTHFULNESS 

His Excellency, Yuan Shi Kai, Presi- 
dent of China, in one momentous sen- 

tence expressed, in a recent interview, 
his views on the demands made by Japan 
on China" 

“As regards China’s foreign policy,” 
he said, “it consists of the two simple 
principles of peace and truthfulness. 
Whatever China can concede will be 
conceded, but she cannot help remaining 
firm on those articles which encroach on 

China’s sovereignty or infringes the 
treaty rights of other powers.” 

“BOOTLEGGERS”PAY 

The prosecution of “bootleggers” is 
becoming profitable to the countries in 
Illinois where the fight for the law is go- 
ing on. 

In Decatur sixty-three “bootleggers” 
paid fines totaling over $42,000. 

In Mount Carroll in twelve cases the 
judgments totaled $2,486. 

In Sterling thirteen cases totaled $4,- 
550. 

In Waukegan thirty-four cases totaled 
$6,410. 

In Sycamore eleven cases totaled $3,- 
923. 

In McHenry county thirty-one cases 

totaled $13,385. 
These are only a few of the counties 

reporting. In most of the cases the de- 
fendants pleaded guilty and saved the 

expense of a trial. It is estimated that 
since 1907, when the anti-saloon ter- 

ritory law was passed, more than $500,- 
000 has been paid into county treasuries 
by violation of the law. 

Nearly all the “bootlegging” in dry 
territory is done by former liquor deal- 
ers. In Decatur sixty-three indict- 
ments were practically all against men 

who formerly had been in the saloon 
business. The same was true in Sterling, 
Woodstock, Belvidere, Freeport, and 
other places. 

NEW COALITION CABINET 

Great Britain hopes to sink all parti- 
san feeling in the formation of a coali- 
tion cabinet, effected this week. The 
national governmnet which is to guide 
the British Empire for the duration of 
the war includes representatives of 
every party except the Irish Nation- 
alists. Various grounds are given for 
the forming of this cabinet. Suffice it 
to say, Britain deems it good policy to 
take the step. The fact is emphasized ! 
that the war is not the war of a party, 
but of the whole country. 

A newly created position is that of 
Minister of Munitions, to which David 
Lloyd-George, chancellor of the ex- 

chequer, is appointed. His duties willj 
be to assist Lord Kitchener by provid- 
ing him with munitions. 

The new cabinet consists of: 
Prime minister and first lord of the ! 

treasury.Herbet H. Asquith 
Minister without portfolio.Lord j 

Lansdowne 
Lord high chancellor.. .Sir Stanley O. 

Buckmaster 
Lord president of the council.Lord 

Crewe 
Lord of the privy seal.. Lore Curzon of 

Kedleston 
Chancellor of the exchequer.. Reginald 

McKenna 
Secretary of state for home affairs. .. 

Sir John A. Simon 
Secretary of state for foreign affairs. 

Sir Edware Grey 
Secretary for the colonies_Andrew 

Bonar Law 
Secretary for India.J. AUSTEN 

Chamberlain 
Secretary of state for war.Lord 

Kitchener 
Minister of munitions... David Lloyd- 

i George 
Firsa lord of the admiralty.. Arthur J. 

Balfour 
President of the board of trade. 

Walter Runciman 
President of the local government board 

Walter Hume Long 
Chancellor Duchy of Lanchester...... 

Winston Spencer Churchill 
Chief secretary for Ireland.. Augustine 

Birrell 
Secretary for Scotland.Thomas 

McKinn Wood 
President board of agriculture... LORD 

Selborne 
First commissioner of works.. Lewis 

Harcourt 
President board of education.. Arthur 

Henderson 
Attorney general.. Sir Edward Carson 

AT SPRINGFIELD 

To this date, a total of 1,465 bills have 
been introduced in the senate and house, 
950 having originated in the lower 

I 

j bouse and 515 in the upper. Of the 
number, just twenty-four have passed 
both branches and have been laid be- 

j fore Governor Dunne for his approval 
I or veto. 

The administration waterway bill was 

passed last Tuesday by the house by a 
vote of 107 to 41. The majority in 
favor of the measure was larger than 
was expected, even r its most ardent 
supporters. The total ffirmative vote 
was thirty in excess of the accessary 
majority of seventy-seven. 

A poll of the senate mad< tr water- 
way supporters indicab r,e bill 
has more than enough \ insu.>: 
passage on third reading 

At present, the Illinois river s navig 
able up to LaSalle, and the Chicago 
drainage canal extends from Chicago to 
Joliet. The bill providea for the build- 
ing of a connecting waterway over the 
sixty-five miles between Joliet and La- 
Salle, at a cost of $5,000,000. 

A new record for the paying out of 
state money was established when, in 
twenty minutes, State Auditor James J. 
Brady, with Chief Clerk John Segrave 
and the official clerical staff, sent out 
warrants for an even $1,000,000, distri- 
buted among 740 different individuals 
and firms. The money went toward the 
the reimbursement of live stock owners 

for losses of cattle in the foot and 
mouth disease epidemic. Governor 
Dunne insisted on prompt action as soon 

as the legislature authorized the appro- 
priation. 

Other appropriation measures which 
have passed both branches and been ap- 
proved by the governor are: 

$15,000 for the incidental expenses of 
the secretary of state’s department. 

Providing that the net value of bene- 
fit certificates of fraternal beneficiary 
societies shall be exempt from taxation. 

Creating six additional circuit judge- 
ships in Cook county. 

Authorizing school officers to issue ■ 

warrants in anticipation of taxes. 
Authorizing county boards to make 

appropriations not exceeding $260 a 

year to aid county poultry exhibitions. 

The railroads have failed in their final 
attempt to obtain legislation modifying 
the present 2-cent-fare passenger law. 
The senate committee on public utilities, 
by a vote of 12 to 8, acted adversely on 
the Barr bill conferring upon the state 
utilities commission thp power to fix 
rates and, in affect, repealing the 2-cent- 
fare law. 

Amendments nullifying some of the 
most important features of the Shurt- 
leff child labor bill were made by the 
house over the protests of its advocates. 
The action was interpreted as meaning 
the probable defeat of the entire measure 
when it comes up for final action. 

ALIENS CROWD SWITZERLAND 

There are nearly 1,000,000 Americans, 
Englishmen, Frenchmen, Russians, 
Italians, and Sebians now in Switzer- 
land who are asking protection from 
the Swiss federal government. 

From a military standpoint all four 
Alpine Swiss borders will be closed. Al- 
though the government has received 
formal guarntees that Swiss neutrality 
will not be violated; it has taken string- 
ent measures to safeguard the frontiers. 
There is no thought, however, of a gen- 
eral Swiss mobilization. The most im- 
portant question concerns the food 
supply for more than 5,000,000 persons 
who soon may be surrounded by a wall 
of bayonets. 

“KRUPPS” 

From a little blacksmith’s shop h.mul- 
ed at Essen in 1812, the immense plant 
known as “Krupps,” the largest arrna 
ment concern in the world, has giown. 
The founder, Fredrick Krupp, died a 

poor man, and on his deathbed confided 
the secrets of his trade to his son, Al- 
fred. This latter’s daughter, Bertha 
is now the sole owner of “Krupps 
Today Krupp’s works cover 1,000 acres. 

Even before the war rush, the firm em- 

ployed 60,000 men at the main works, at 
Essen, and thousands of others at heir 
collieries, shipbuilding yards and pri 
vate testing grounds. It is estimated 
that more than 300,000 people depend on 

Krupps for their livelihood. 
At the works 40,000 cannon art* turned 

out every year. 


