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NEWS OF THE WORLD 

MAY BE AVERTED 
The War Cloud Occasioned by Sinking of 

Lusitania May Be Cleared Away—Ger- 
man Note Pacific in Tone—President 
and German Ambassador Confer— 

Questions to Facts Raised. 

The indications are, at the present time, 
that Germany and the United States will 
be able to adjust their difficulties without 
recourse to arms. 

I'lie German reply to this government’s 
note over the sinking of the Lusitania is 
courteous, friendly, but firm. 

While “unsatisfactory”—to use a term 

liberally employed in the connection — 

Germany’s note opens the way to a sane, 
unimpassioned discussion of the issues at 

stake, and about which there is disagree- 
ment as to facts. 

Germany defends the sinking of the 
Lusitania on the ground that: 

1. The Lusitania was “armed,” and 
carried two guns mounted and concealed 
below deck. 

2. lhat British passenger steamers 

sailing from New York have “repeatedly 
carried soldiers, artillery, war supplies, 
and contraband.” 

3. That the Lusitania carried “5,400 
cases of ammunition, other war supplies, 
and Canadian troops en route to the 
front. 

Attention is also called to the fact that 
rewards are paid to masters of British 
merchantmen for ramming submarines. 

The note also states that the only effec- 
tive sea weapon Germany possesses in pre- 
venting the delivery of ammunition to the 
enemy is the use of her submarines, and 
argues that these cannot conform to sea 

law formulated before submarines were 

used. 
It asserts its right to continue its sub- 

marine warfare, and places the necessity 
for it on Britain. 

Germany is willing to stop the sub- 
marine fight if the United States will in- 
duce Great Britain to lift the blockade on 

food stuffs intended for German civilian 
population, and thus restore the freedom 
of the seas. 

Collector of Customs Malone assured the 
president that the Lusitania was not 

“armed,” and that nothing in her cargo 
violated our laws, before President Wil- 
son’s note was written. He assumed this 
to be a fact. 

In an interview with the German am- 

bassador, Count von Bernstorff, this week, 
four affidavits made by neutral passengers 
on the Lusitania were presented, which 
stated positively that there were guns on 

board which were mounted below decks 
and masked, and also as to the presence of 
munitions on the ship. 

The establishment of the truth or falsity 
of these statements will, no doubt, have 

great bearing on the question. 
The president, it is understood, will not 

reply to Germany’s note until further in- 
vestigation of this point. 

It is becoming increasingly clear to all 

unprejudiced minds that the passengers 
of the ill-fated ship were playing hide-and- 
seek with Death when they embarked, as- 

suming a responsibility thereby which no 

amount of natural sympathy for a tragic 
ending of life can disguise. 

Moreover: The government, at the pres- 
ent moment, is in the peculiar position of 

insisting that American manufacturers 

may sell whatever a purchaser wishes to 

buy, though the thing purchased may spell 
defeat for Germany, and yet deny the Ger- 
mans their right of stopping such ship- 
ments. 

There is no longer any question between 
the two governments regarding the Gulf- 

light and Cushing, Germany having ex- 

pressed regret and being prepared to make 

ample reparation. 
It is not over-optimistic, therefore, to 

see in the general situation a way for the 
amicable settlement of the trouble which, 
for a time, looked dark, indeed. 

This, however, is only the shaft of light 
casting an illumination across the dark, 
dark cloud—it may disappear as suddenly 
as it has come. 

UNPARALLELED 

Crime, of so dread a mien that its re- 

cord is fit only for police annals, and so 

prevalent and far-reaching in its dire ef- 
fects that the legislature of the State of 
Illinois and the city council of Chicago 

have taken simultaneous action in an effort 
to suppress it, is blazoned on the pages of 
the press this week. 

Assuming that the crime of murder of 
the unborn obtains in other cities and 
other parts of the country in relative de- 

gree, the depths of iniquity to which hu- 

manity has sunk in this day and age, 
stands unparalleled in the history of the 
world. 

EASY FOR HIM 

When President Poincare of the French 

Republic was requested by a temperance 
society to abstain from all spirituous 
liquors during the war, he replied: “That 
is an engagement the president takes will- 

ingly and without difficulty, not only for 
the duration of the war, but even after- 
ward. We never drinks alcoholic liquors.” 

FOUNDATION EXPERIMENT 

A model county, with an agricultural 
college to serve as a social center, is the 
latest project of the general education 
board of the Rockefeller foundation. A 

rural district in Mississippi has been se- 

lected for the experiment. 

FOR THEIR COUNTRY 

A Volunteer National Salvation fund 
has been raised for the Chinese govern- 

ment, one resident of Canton, whose prop- 

erty was valued at $120,000, haying con- 

tributed all but $20,000 of his fortune to 

this fund. 

NEW MONETARY SYSTEM 

Cuba has adopted a new monetary sys- 
tem of its own, which eliminates the 
French and Spanish gold coinage long 
used as the Cuban standard. The system 
is based in its essential features upon the 

coinage of the United States. 

BAR AUTOS 

The religious body known as “Dun- 
kards” unanimously decided, at its recent 
national conference, that members should 
not own automobiles. The reason for the 
action is not stated. 

WANT TO COME HOME 

The state department is assisting in the 
release of American boys who enlisted in 
the European armies and now want to 

come home. The majority of these are 

under twenty-one years. 

FAMINE SWEEPS MEXICO 

Famine is sweeping Mexico, says the 
American Red Cross reports. Deplorable 
conditions, existing for two years, are 

growing rapidly worse, until famine and 
disease are spreading from city to city and 
thousands are said to be in danger of 

perishing. 
In Mexico City, the situation is described 

as very grave, 600,000 persons, it is stated, 
being in danger of perishing from hunger 
and epidemics of smallpox and typhus 
fever. Serious food riots have taken place. 

The governor of Texas states that un-' 

less assured that supplies sent into Mexico 
would reach the famine-threatened dis- 
tricts, he would not feel justified in issuing 
an appeal for help. Provisions sent to 
that war-wrecked country, he states, will 
most likely fall into the hands of buc- 
caneers and robbers. 

WAR LOANS 

The present situation in European 
finance, as regards the war loans, stands as 

follows: Great Britain, $2,525,000,000; 
France, $1,802,400,000; Russia, $1,065,000,- 
000; Germany, $3,491,000,000. and Aus- 
tria-Hungary, $730,000,000, a total of $9,- 
613,400,000. 

WANT NO ALIENS 

The House of Commons has adopted a 

measure providing for the internment of 
alien men of enemy countries between the 
ages of seventeen and fifty-five, and the 
deporation to neutral c mnt.ries of all other 
males, all women and ■ hildren from hostile 
lands, a special court being constituted to 

pass on individual appeals from this de- 

cision. There are 24,000 men and 16,000 
women in England subject to this ruling. 

SAYS CHURCH SEEKS U. S. AID 

Minister Cabrera has issued a statement 

throwing light on the political attitude of 
the Roman Church in Mexico. He pre- 
sents a mass of documentary evidence to 
the effect that the Roman clergy is at- 

tempting to obtain aid, from the United 
States in reestablishing the powers of the 
church in Mexico. He urges all true 

patriots to combine their strength against 
the reestablishment of the church hier- 
archy in that republic, saying that such 
reestablishment would hold back the prog- 
ress of the country and check the efforts 
to bring order out of chaos. 

HOLLAND WANTS TO KNOW 

Holland wants to know what Germany 
is going to do about Belgium. A formal 
declaration as to Germany’s intentions is 
on the program. 

The Amsterdam Handelsblad reflects 
the general feeling of the Hollanders in 
its recent declaration that if Germany an- 

nexes Belgium, Holland will “unsheathe 
the sword against the kaiser.” 

FIGHTS MUNITION MANUFACTURE 
1 Samuel Pearson, former Boer leader, but 
now an American citizen, is fighting the 
manufacture and shipment of shrapnel 
shells for the use of the allies, and to this 
end has instituted suit against General 
Otto Falk of the Allis-Chalmers company, 
charging him with murder in the second 
degree. 

The manufacture of the shells by the 
Allis-Chalmers company is designated an 

immoral act and a criminal conspiracy. 

JEWS LEFT DESTITUTE 

Jews by the thousands have been left 
destitute in Turkey, reports the American 
ambassador at Constantinople. He says: 
“There are approximately 1,500 Jews from 
Gallipoli and Dardanelles who have been 
obliged to leave their homes. They are 

scattered at Pauderma, Rodosto, and Con- 
stantinople, and they are in absolute want. 

Grand rabbi and committee beg for 
prompt assistance for them and for in- 
digent Jews in Constantinople, who 
number about 5,000.” 

MAY BE INNOCENT 
Leo M. Frank, a young Jew, of Atlanta. 

Georgia, under sentence of death for an— 

alleged—peculiarly atrocious crime, is be- 
lieved by many persons who have followed 
the case, notably public men, governors of 
various states, lawyers, senators, etc., to be 
the victim of police methods, an intimi- 
dated judge, and inflamed public feeling 
aroused in Atlanta over the crime, and, it 
is alleged, a prejudice against the accused 
because of his nationality. Governoir 
Slaton is being deluged with petitions and 
resolutions asking that Frank’s sentence 
be commuted. 

WILSON WARNS MEXICO 

President Wilson has sent a warning to 
the war leaders in Mexico which indicates 
that his policy of “watchful waiting” 
may be nearing an end. 

After reviewing the conditions obtain- 
ing in Mexico for the past two years, he 
recites present conditions in these words: 

“Mexico is apparently no nearer a solu- 
tion of her tragical troubles than she was 

when the revolution was first kindled. 
And she has been swept by civil war as if 
by fire. Her crops are destroyed, her fields 
lie unseeded, her work cattle are confiscat- 
ed for the use of the armed factions, her 
people flee to the mountains to escape be- 
ing drawn into unavailing bloodshed, and 
no man seems to see or lead the way to 

peace and settled order. There is no pro- 
per protection either for her own citizens 
or for the citizens of other nations resi- 
dent and at work within her territory. 
Mexico is starving, and without a govern- 
ment.” 

He concludes the note thus: 
“I, therefore, publicly and very solemn- 

ly call upon the leaders of the factions in 
Mexico to act, to act together, and to act 

promptly for the relief and redemption of 
their prostrate country. I feel it to be my 

duty to tell them that, if they cannot ac- 

commodate their differences and unite for 
this great purpose within a very short 
time, this government will be constrained 
to decide what means should be employed 
by the United States in order to help Mex- 
ico save herself and serve her people.” 

SERBIANS TO AID ITALY 

News from Belgrade says the Serbian 

army has been reorganized and intends 

taking the offensive to aid the Italians. 
The Swiss government will at once mobi- 
lize the First and Third divisions of 

reserves, numbering about 70,000 men. 

DENOUNCES LABOR LEADERS 

Leaders of the American Federation of 
Labor were denounced by ex-President 
Taft in a recent speech. 

Mr. Taft said he approved of the prin- 
ciple of Labor unions, but “the power 
their leaders have acquired by the prin- 
ciple of combination in their organization 
has intoxicated them, and they have exer- 

cised a tyranny over society and over their 
own members that is certainly leading 
to a reaction and to a restraint of their 

great powers within proper *and lawful 
limits. 

“They have raised large funds in the 
defense of men who have proved to be, by 
their own confessions, violators of the 
criminal law.” 

ENGLAND WANTS MECHANICS 

In a quest for as many of 30,000 skilled 
mechanics as the dominion can supply, 
George N. Barnes, member of the British 
parliament from Glasgow, and W. Wind- 
ham of the British Board of Trade, are in 
conference with Canadian officials. The 
workmen wanted will be employed in the 
manufuacture of war munitions in the 
British Isles. 

AT SPRINGFIELD 

The “Lakes to the Gulf” measure is now 

awaiting the governor’s signature. With 
that, the measure will take its place in the 
statute books and become a law July 1st. 

Members of the Illinois water way com- 

mission, authorized under the bill, will be 
appointed by Governor Dunne immediate- 
ly after July 1st. Under the terms of the 
bill, the commission will be composed of 
five members, including three from the 
majority party and two from the minority 
party. The chairman is to receive a salary 
of $6,000 a year, while the other four mem- 

bers are to get $5,000. One of the mem- 

bers of the commission is to be a civil en- 

gineer. An attorney, chief engineer, sec- 

retary, and other employees will be named 
by the commission, creating a large 
amount of patronage under the control of 
the governor. 

Applications for appointments already 
are pouring in upon the governor. One 
man who is considered practically certain 
of appointment, either as a member of the 
commission or chief engineer, is Edward 
J. Kelly, of Chicago, now assistant chief 
engineer of the sanitary district and of 
the engineers responsible for the water 

way plan. 
The bill provides for the construction 

of an eight-foot water way from Joliet 
to Utica, a stretch of sixty-five miles, 
which for many years has been the only 
part of the river route from Lake Michi- 
gan to the Gulf of Mexico which has not 
been navigable. The cost is to be $5,000,- 
000, and money is to be obtained by sale 
of bonds bearing four per cent, interest. 

The bill has not been without opposi- 
tion. Congressman Rainey thus expressed 
himself: “This bill has a gold brick in 
every clause. It has not one redeeming 
feature. It is the worst piece of legisla- 
tion ever conceived by any state.” 

Eighteen Democrats and fourteen Re- 
publicans voted for the bill. Four Demo- 
crats and five Republicans voted against it. 

Spurred to action by recent disclosures 
in Chicago, the lower house of the legis- 
lature passed the Thomas Curran bill pro- 
viding for the regulation by the state 
board of administration of maternity 
hospitals, or hospitals having maternity 
wards. The vote was 123 to 1. 

Alderman Merriam’s proposed ordi- 
nance, forbidding the sale of whisky, gin, 
and brandy in saloons, will be a special 
order of business at a meeting of the 
council license committee on June 10. 

The nine-hour women’s bill, one of the 
chief measures backed by organized labor, 
was defeated in the house when it received 
only sixty-nine votes o n final roll call. 

Seventy-seven votes were necessary for its 
passage. 

Bad feeling was caused at the start of 
the debate when Mr. McCormick, who in 

troduced the bill, said that Illinois women 

would oppose the presidential candidate 
of the party which seemed to be most 
hostile to the bill. 

‘1 COMMERCIALIZED FRATERNITY 

The following letter has been sent to the 
various bodies of the Masonic order, by the 
chairman of the Fraternal Education as- 

sociation, J. B. Burtt. The law referred 
to is the sale of liquor on Sundays. It tells 
its own story: 

“Dear Friends and Brothers: Doubt- 
less you have noticed in the daily press 
that the Chicago loop hotels (except the 
Blackstone and Great Northern) have 
formed a combination to violate the law of 
Illinois. The managers of some of these 
hotels are thirty-second degree Masons, 
and belong to Oriental Consistory. Since 
the violation of state laws by a member of 
the Masonic fraternity is a Masonic crime, 
I am calling your attention to this open, 
brazen, and notorious offense of some of 
our ignorant and less informed brethren 
with the hope that they will overcome 

their own selfish blindness and correct an 

error of their ways. I am also informed 
that some of the Masonic lodges in Chicago 
are deriving profit from the lawlessness 
that prevails in our city. No doubt you 
will agree with me that the time is ripe, in 
Chicago, at any rate, when the canning 
process should be applied to commer- 

cialized fraternity.” 

WANTS 40,000 FREIGHT CARS 

A contract calling for the building of 
40,000 freight cars is pending between the 
Russian government and the Pullman 

company. This, it is said, will be the 
largest single order for railroad equip- 
ment ever let in the United States. 

RUSSIANS OCCUPY URUMIAH 

Urumiah, Persia, has been occupied by 
Russians after an engagement with Turks 
near Bachkala, says the general staff of 
the army of the Caucasus. 

Russian occupation of Urumiah pro- 

bably will free thousands of native Chris- 
tians from the menace of massacre by 
Turks and Kurds. The dead and miss- 
ing as a result of massacres already com- 

mitted number 20,000, say reports made to 

American headquaters by missionaries. 

LONDON RIOTS 

When it became known in London that 
German flyers had dropped ninety bombs, 
killing four persons, injuring others, and 
starting many fires in the attack made in 
the early part of the week, angry mobs 
surrounded the premises of persons sus- 

pected of being of German nationality 
and attacked the shops which were 

smashed in the previous rioting and had 
since been barricaded. For a while the 
rioting was general over the city. 

POLAND WANTS HELP 

Paderewski, the Polish pianist, is now 

in this country to raise funds for relief 
work in Poland. He states that two hun- 
dred and twenty cities and towns and 11,- 
500 villages in Poland have been de- 
vastated. 

“When war was first declared,” he says, 
“The German and Austrian armies seized 
all of the live stock and foodstuffs. Then 
the Russians crossed the country, and it 
was necessary for them to be fed also. 
Since the opening of the war, these armies 
have passed back and forth across Poland 
seven times, until it has become necessary 
for the inhabitants to live on the bark of 
trees and such food as can be found in the 
woods. In every case this is unfit for even 

animals to eat. Fourteen million persons 
are absolutely without other means of 
sustenance. ” 

ON THE FIELD 

Italy’s campaign in the Trentino is de- 
veloping on all sides of the Austrian Sal- 
ient. The Italians have the advantage of 
a friendly population which is welcoming 
Victor Emmanuel’s troops as the saviors 
of this portion of “Italia Irredenta.” 

The main advance is from the south 
through the Adigu or Etsch river valley, 
and through Lake Garda, which extends 
over the frontier into the Tyrol. Reports 
from Rome last received announced that 
the Italian guns were hammering at the 
forts of Roveredo, which is about fifteen 
miles south of Trent (Trient). 

On the east of the Tyrol the Italians 
have broken through to Cortina, which 

they have taken, together with thirty- 
seven surrounding villages. This advance 
through the Kreutkofel mountain passes is 
aiming at Fossa Thai (valley), which de- 
bouches into the Etch valley from the 
northeast above Trent. Another valley 
through the Kreutzkofel mountains ex- 

tends to the north, giving aeecss to the 
southern railway near Bruneck. 

The advance from the west through To- 
nale pass aims to reach the southern rail- 
way above Trent and cut the Austrian 
connections with their main supply base 
at Innsbruck 

The German official announcement fol- 
lows: 

“All undertakings of the Italians have 
been unsuccessful. The bombardment of 
the plateau of Lavaronne Folgaria and 
Carinthian barriers, with a great expendi- 
ture of ammunition, has caused no mater- 
ial damage to our fortifications. On the 
coastal frontier an enemy attack on the 
ridge was repulsed with heavy Italian 
losses.” 

A German torpedo sunk the British 
battleship Majestic May 27th, at Dardanel- 
les. This is the sixth allied battleship to 
be wrecked there. Nearly all the officers 
and men were saved. 

Reports from Petrograd announce that 
the Russians are on the offensive in Galicia, 
and that they have again succeeded in 

stopping the Teuton onrush by the same 

tactics employed at Warsaw and along the 
Nieman river in the Baltic provinces. 

Along the southeastern end of the Gali- 
cian battle line the Teuton allies have lost 

heavily, and Perograd announces the cap- 
ture of 7,000 prisoners and the enemy in 
retreat across the Pruth river. 
I 

A cable from London, dated May 28th, 
states that Italian troops have landed on 

the Island of Rhodes, off the coast of Asia 
Minor, south of Smyrna. 

The Island of Rhodes is in the Mediter- 
ranean, at the entrance to the Aegean Sea. 
It lies close to the mainland of Asia Minor. 
It is about 300 miles south of the Dardan- 
elles and approximately half that distance 
from Smyrna, where also the allies have 
been conducting operations against the 
Turks. 

Reports from the Dardanelles are so 

flatly contradictory that all that can be 
said is that fighting is going on. 

CHURCH RETARDS 

For a time it seemed that England would 
take her stand along with Russia and 
France in the prohibition or restriction of 
the sale of alcoholic drinks. 

King George, Lord Kitchener, and other 
high dignitaries in political, army, and 
social circles, declared their intention of 
eschewing alcoholics. The enthusiasm for 
temperance was spreading fast through- 
out all England. 

[ A turn in the tide has come, however; 
and, strangely enough, this is apparently 
due to the example of the clergy. 

The Dean of Canterbury pleads that his 
health requires that he should not adopt 
total abstinence. 

Both the houses of convocation of Can- 
terbury and York, including bishops and 
clergy, have taken a stand against prohi- 
bition, that of York declaring that it 
would “look with anxiety upon the total 
prohibition of the sale of alcoholic drinks.” 

Canterbury allowed “an example of self- 
sacrifice” to be set by the clergy and 
laity of the Church of England, but strict- 
ly agreed that this was a matter of in- 
dividual judgment. 

The Telegraph sees in the present con- 

dition of the clergy a likeness to that 
which existed in Wesley’s time. The 
Telegraph says: This was the clergy that 
made John Wesley possible, that by con- 

trast made of the great evangelist a flam- 
ing torch of truth and righteousness light- 
ing the dark corners of both the home is- 
lands, and even crossing to America to 
teach the people the simple truth of Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. Now it would 
appear that we have among the servitors > 

of the Most High in the official Church of 
England the return of the hard-drinking, 
hard-riding, red-faced rector of the eigh- 
teenth century. Else why should they re- 

fuse to follow the lead of the King, Kit- 
chener, and Asquith in the matter of per- 
sonal abstinence?” 


