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SUBJECT 

“Heeding the Principles of the Gospel” 

Invocation by the General Overseer. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my 
1 

heart be acceptable in Thy sight, and, in the Name of Jesus! 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, richly blessed unto all 
present: 0 Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer. Amen. 

General Overseer—I will now read to you from the 
Book of Hebrews, the second chapter and the first four; 
verses. 

“THEREFORE we ought to give the more earnest heed I 
to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should 
let them slip. 

“For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just recom- 

pence of reward; 
“HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE, if we neglect so great 

salvation which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him; 

“God also bearing them witness, both with signs and 
winders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, according to His own will?”—(Hebrews 2:1-4.) 

A very simple verse: “THEREFORE we ought to give 
the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, 
lest at any time we should let them slip”—the words spoken 
by angels—the words spoken by God, through Jesus the 
Chri8t- 

r 

Jesus the Christ the Expression of God’s Thoughts. 

When a boy, I often was told that the Gospel of St. 
John was the most difficult Book in all the Bible to under- 
stand. I heard a great deal about Trinitarianism and 

Unitarianism, and a good many other “isms;” but the Gospel 
according to St. John is not a difficult one to understand. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.” The Word wTas Jesus Christ, 
the “Logos.” I learned very early in school that a word 
was the “sign of an idea,” that is, that a word is the vehicle 
of thought. Jesus the Christ was the Sign, the Living Ex- 

pression, of God’s thoughts. 
In the very beginning of this Epistle to the Hebrews 

we are told that: 

“God, Who at sundry times and in divers manners, 

spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,” 
“Hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son.” 

(Hebrews 1:1, 2) and this word “Therefore,” as I have 
often pointed out in my teaching, is a word which even a 

child can understand—it always looks back to something 
preceding, as a basis—“THEREFORE.” 

God’s Word is Stedfast and Must be Obeyed. 

Now, “if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,” and 
to disobey it meant to pay the penalty, then what about the 

words spoken through Jesus the Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God? Christ was the Word. Paul said, “Preach 

the Word.” The Word of God is sharper than any two-edged 
sword, so we are told in this same Book, the fourth chapter 
and the twelfth verse. Christ was the Expression of God’s 

thoughts—God’s ideas. In Him was revealed God’s will 

concerning the children of men. 

This afternoon I will make use of the principle enun- 

ciated in this first verse to call your attention to the funda- 

mentals of the Gospel. “THEREFORE we ought to give 
the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard.” 

Christ is the Foundation Upon which to Build 

That man would be a very stupid man who would at- 

tempt to erect a building without first laying the foundation. 
A man would be very foolish to try to educate his child with- 
out first laying the foundation. The fact in the matter is 

that you cannot do anything in this life that is worth while, 
without first laying the foundation; this is a principle which 

ought to be apparent to every casual observer—to even the 

superficial student; but when it comes to the formation of 

Christian character, alas! the rank and file of the people 
have started out without laying any foundation; hence the 

numerous wrecks that we see upon every hand. 

The question is often asked, “Why do so many people 
backslide?” Now, I think that word is a misnomer; I am at 
a loss to know how a man could slide backward who has 
never gone forward. I am at a loss to know how a man 

who has never taken a step toward God could be said to have 
taken a step backward. 

The question is often asked, “Why is it that so few of 
the widely heralded converts in so-called revivals do not 
hold out?” Elder Carey called my attention to a statement 
in an Australian paper, which bears out the position that 
the rank and file of them do not remain stedfast to their 

profession. The article called attention to a certain so- 

called “Revival” held in the City of Melbourne, during which 

they claimed to have had thousands of converts; and the 

writer was calling attention to the fact—and lamenting the 

same—that the churches had been unable to gather more 

than just a few persons out of all the thousands who claimed 

conversion during the so-called “Revival.” 

I myself have been in evangelistic work, and have as- 

sociated with one, at least, of the foremost Evangelists that 

this Country has produced—that is, along professional lines. 
I have followed some of the so-called greatest revivals, and, 
in facing facts, have been compelled to say that not two out 

of every one hundred who professed conversion lasted six 

months; and this is the testimony of all careful observers— 
editors as well as ministers in this and in other lands. 

Why People Fail to Continue in the Christian Walk 

I have often heard the question asked—north and south, 
east and west, in this and other lands—“What is the reason 

for this condition of affairs?” and the answer is—They were 

never taught the fundamental principles of the Gospel, they 
were never shown the foundation principles of the Kingdom 
of God, and when they never laid any foundation, how 
could they be expected to stand. 

The man who listens to some sympathetic story, and 
whose emotions are stirred, and who arises and says, “I 
want to be a Christian,” doesn’t know any more about what 
it means to become a Christian, than a newly born babe 
knows about Greek. 

When men and women are taught the awfulness of sin, 
when they are pricked to the heart by the “Sword of the 
Spirit,” which is the Word of God, when they are compelled 
to cry out “What must I do to be saved?” and there is some 

servant of God present to tell them what they must do, and 
they are willing to do it, and they do it, then they stand. 

Whenever I talk upon this subject, I always think of 
my little story—and it is about the best illustration that I 
have ever come across—the story of the little girl who kept 
falling out of bed every night; and when her mother said 
to her, “Dear, what makes you fall out of bed so much?” 
the child answered, “Because I stay too close to the place 
where I get in.” That was the trouble—she stayed too 
close to the edge of the bed. And when you ask me the 
reason why so many hundreds and thousands who profess 
conversion soon “fall out,” I say it is because they stay too 
close to the place where they get in—they never get far 
enough away from the world into the Kingdom of God to 
stand, and there is the difficulty. 

God’s Ministers are to Speak Truth and not to Appeal 
to Emotions 

God did not send me out to tell little sympathetic death- 
bed stories—that is not my business; and I have nothing 
but supreme contempt for any so-called minister of the 
Gospel whose whole stock-in-trade is a lot of little death-bed 
sympathetic stories. I want to point out to you that I be- 
lieve in crying and I believe in laughing; I believe in one 

kind of tears—tears of joy, and I do not believe in any other 
kind; I believe in weeping over the sinner who has returned 
to God, I believe in weeping over the sick and the dying 
healed by the power of God, I believe in weeping over a brutal 
husband having turned into a kind husband and a loving 
father. I was sent to preach the Gospel. 

What Ought a Man to Preach? 

It is a question in some minds what ought to be 
preached. I was talking to a certain officer yesterday who 
was asking me for some instructions concerning a certain 
matter, and the question came up, “What ought a man to 
preach ?” Well, one says that we should preach Christ, and 
you will sometimes hear it said, “He doesn’t preach enough 
of Christ.” If you read Matthew the third chapter and the 
second verse, you will find out that a man of whom Jesus 
said, “Of them that are born of women, there hath not arisen 
a greater than John the Baptist,” came and begun his 

preaching by, saying, “REPENT!”—the first thing that he 

preached was repentance. 
I hope you will never forget that; because when I am 

talking with men and women who want to set themselves up, 
I want to give them the Word of God straight, and you 
ought to give them the Word of God. Now, always re- 

member that reference—Matthew 3:2, although it is better 
to have it in your head than it is to have it in the Bible. We 
are told that John the Baptist came preaching and saying 
“REPENT YE, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS 
AT HAND.” “The Kingdom of Heaven—” those three 
words—”—For The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” I 
want you just to keep that in your mind. 

If you will turn to the fourth chapter of Matthew and 
the seventh verse, you will see we are told that when the 

Mighty Son of God began His Ministry He began His 

preaching by saying—what,did He say? 
People—“Repent. 
General Overseer—“Repent ye, for—” what? 

People—“The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
I have now called your attention to Jesus the Christ, 

the Greatest of all.. I have called your attention to John 
the Baptist, concerning whom Jesus said, “Of them that 
are born of women, there hath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist: nevertheless, he that is least in the Kingdom 
of Heaven is greater than he;” because John the Baptist 
belonged to the Old Dispensation, and not to the New. 

Let us go a little further. If you will turn to the 

twelfth chapter of Matthew, you will find where Jesus sent 
out the Twelve Apostles and said to them, “As ye go, preach, 
saying—” what did Jesus tell them to say? 

People—“The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 

General Overseer—“As ye go, preach, saying, The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 

Now we have had JOHN THE BAPTIST—Matthew 
3:2; JESUS THE CHRIST, Matthew 4:17; and the 
TWELVE APOSTLES—Matthew 10:7. We will now have 
one more instance: please turn to Luke the tenth chapter, 
the seventh to the eleventh verses. When Jesus sent out 
the Seventies, what did He tell them to say—“The King- 
dom of God is come night unto you” did He not? 

People—“Yes.” 
General Overseer—Then what is the one great theme 

that we are to preach? 

The Kingdom of Heaven is the Great Theme 
of the Gospel 

People—“The Kingdom of Heaven.” 
General Overseer—Now, notice again in Matthew 4:23 

and in Matthew 9:35—there were three things that Jesus 
did—Christ’s whole Ministry is summed up in three words— 

TEACHING, PREACHING and HEALING. Jesus the 
Christ did three things: first, He taught; then He preached; 

then He healed. Where did Jesus the Christ teach? 
People—“In the synagogues.” 
General Overseer—Yes; He taught in the synagogues— 

they were Jewish Institutions. Zion, what did the Christ 
preach ? 

People—“The Gospel of the Kingdom.” 

The Meaning of the Gospel 

General Overseer—Yes. Now what does the word 

“Gospel” mean?—“euangelon”—means “glad tidings.” Jesus 

preached the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God. A man 

is sent out to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom of God ; 
he is not sent out to preach the gospel of a democracy, nor of 
a republic, nor of a monarchy, nor of an oligarchy, nor of 
an autocracy; but he is sent out to preach the Gospel of 

the Kingdom of God—that is what he is sent out to preach; 
do you see that? 

The Minister of the Gospel is to Deliver God’s 
Message, not his own Oration 

Notice another thing: a preacher is furnished with his 

message and he doesn’t have to make up a single word that 
he says. He is a herald, a messenger—he is given a message 
from God Himself and is sent to deliver that message and 
doesn’t have to manufacture it nor work it up; but he is 
sent to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom of God; and 
that is what I desire to drive home to your hearts this 
afternoon—the GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD! 
The Word of God says, “My people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge.” Not that they had never known but that 

they had refused to heed instruction: “Because that, when 

they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 

thankful; but became vain in their imaginations and their 
foolish hearts were darkened: Professing themselves to be 

wise, they became fools.” And there is just the trouble 

today. If you desire to get into the Kingdom of God, then 

you will have to get rid of your egotism and of your self- 

importance, and humble yourself and realize that you do not 
know anything. Come to your senses, that you are respon- 
sible to God, and then God the Almighty will be able to teach 

you something. 

Christ Came to Establish the Kingdom 

The Lord Jesus Christ came to establish the Kingdom 
and then to turn it over to the Father, did He not? 

People—“Yes.” 
General Overseer—Yes; “And she (Mary) shall bring 

forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS, for He 
shall save His people from their sins. And thou Bethlehem, 
in the land of Juda, art not the least, among the princes of 
Juda: for out of thee shall come a GOVERNOR, that shall 
rule My people Israel.” 

“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 

Highest: and the Lord God shall give Him THE THRONE 
of His father David.” That was why He came. 

What are the fundamental priciples of the Kingdom 
of God? 

The first one is that “all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God.” Any man who will stand upon a 

platform and cover up the sins of the people and make a 

man think that he is a saint when he is a devil; that preacher 
is a scoundrel; he is the enemy of that man and will take 
that man to hell. My first business is to emphasize the fact 
that— 

“ALL HAVE SINNED, AND COME SHORT OF THE 
GLORY OF GOD!” 

I have no right to allow you, or anyone else, to think 
that you are a saint when you are a sinner; for “all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.” To know that 
is the first thing. 

What is the first mission of the Holy Ghost?_It is 
not to make people happy, but the first business of the Holy 
Ghost is to make sinners miserable, “to convict the world 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment;” and you may 
hold all the revivals you wish, but where it is simply an 

emotional drunk, it doesn’t amount to the snap of a finger, 
and there is nothing to it; you have got to proclaim to all 
men that they have sinned. 

And now, how does a sinner become a Christian? I 
believe that many people in the so-called revivals want to do 
right; they are told to stand up; they are told to raise their 
hands; they are told to sign a card; but what does all of that 
amount to?—not to the snap of a finger; and the reason 

why they do not last, is because they do not lay any foun- 
dation—none whatever. 

The next fundamental principle of the Gospel of the 

Kingdom of God is REPENTANCE, and there is absolutely 
no escape from it; there is nothing to substitute for it; 
there is no way to walk around it, and men and women who 
have not repented are on the straight road to hell—I don’t 
care to what church they may belong, nor how sanctimo- 
nious they may appear to be. Some people say that they 
have repented when they have not repented. My brothers 
and sisters, there is only one kind of repentance, and there 
is absolutely no substitute for it. Mere sorrow is not re- 

pentance. 
Here is a man who robs a bank of one hundred and fifty 

thousand dollars and then clears off to South America, or 

somewhere else, and the officers get on his track; when he 
is apprehended he breaks down and cries and sobs—why? 
because he has been caught, and not because he has de- 
frauded and committed the crime. 

The Beginning of the Gospel is Repentance 

Now, “Godly sorrow LEADETH a man to repentance 
that is the thought—see? but that is not repentance. Re- 

pentance is the beginning of the Gospel of the Kingdom of 

God—do you know that?—Matthew 3:2; Matthew 4:17; 
Mark 1:1-5; Acts 2:38. Both Jesus the Christ and John 

the Baptist preached repentance first of all; and on the Day 
of Pentecost the Apostle Peter told those who were 'pricked 
to the heart” to REPENT. Repentance is the first thing, 
and that is Zion's message to all the world today, and it is 

not a very pleasant message. 
I remember one place where I preached, where a num- 

ber of the members got up afterwards and said, “Well, I 

am not a Christian.” One woman said, “For forty years I 

thought I was a Christian, until I heard a sermon on re- 

pentance, and now I know that I am not a Christian.” 
There were members of that Church who were engaged in 

the tobacco business, and some of them would swear like 

troopers, some of them used to get drunk, and there were 

husbands and wives who fought like cats and dogs; and 

when I preached a red-hot sermon on repentance and com- 

manded them to clean up, you ought to have seen them— 

they looked as though a sixty-four-pound cannon-ball had 

been exploded in their midst. 

(Continued in next issue) 

ZION FARMS 
WE HAVE SELECTED A FEW FARMS FROM OUR LIST AND 

CALL YOUR PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THEM. 

READ CAREFULLY. 

1. 42 Acres situated one half mile south of the City limits, immedi- 
ately west of the Electric line, all under cultivation, soil dark loam, 
will make a good home, $1 50.00 per acre. 

2. 56 Acres just across the road from the City limits, and bordering 
on Thirty-third Street, a well improved thoroughfare, one quarter 
mile from Electric Line Station. This land is tiled and consists of 
heavy dark soil, very productive. $165.00 per acre. 

3. 85 Acres at the corner of Thirty-third Street and Milwaukee Road, 
both well improved gravel roads. Most of this land is new, never 

been cultivated until this year. Same is being well tiled. Build- 
ing on the west end just being rebuilt, with new roof, nice base- 
ment, etc. Price $1 15.00 per acre. 

4. 61 Acres west of the Milwaukee Road. This piece of land is at 

present mostly in grass. A not very large expenditure in drain- 
age would make this land one of the finest pieces on the site; very 
rich and productive; located on the main thoroughfare between 
Chicago and Milwaukee. Price $100.00 per acre. 

5. 20 Acres adjoining Beulah Park on the north; all under cultivation 
and tiled; clay soil; just outside the corporate limits; one quarter 
mile west of Sheridan Road. Price $100.00 per acre. Suitable 
for poultry farm. 

6. 67 Acres located between the Milwaukee Road, a fine gravel road, 
and the Kenosha branch of the Milwaukee Road, immediately 
west of Zion City on 21st St.; soil clay and dark loam. Price 
$85.00 per acre. 

7. 90 Acres on the Kenosha Branch of the Milwaukee Road, house 
and large barn; partly outside and partly inside of the corporate 
limits; only one mile from the city schools. Price $1 10.00 per 
acre. 

Don’t delay if you want to purchase land. It is our purpose to 

dispose of all the farm land and acre tracts as rapidly as possible at 

these very reasonable prices. Feel free to write or call for full infor- 
mation as to terms, etc. Buy a City Lot now. We make it easy for 
you and you are helping to pay for the Estate. Act now. 

W. Hurd Clendinen, 
General Manager. 

LOT SELLING CAMPAIGN 

We want to sell two hundred City- 
Lots and Acre Tracts before the close of 

; the Feast of Tabernacles. This is not too 

; large a number to expect to dispose of. 

; 
SOME THINGS TO REMEMBER: 
First—These will be sold to Zion peo- 

ple only. This means that YOU should 
indicate your interest in this proposi- 
tion, (paying for Zion Estate and estab- 

lishing a Zion City,) by taking hold of 
this matter at once. 

Second—Not to excuse yourself by 
saying, “I have no need of a City lot,” 
but rather say, ‘‘I can do something, and 
I will do something,” and make your 
selection at once. 

Third—That the resources for paying 
for this Estate must come from and 
through Zion people. Do not get any 
mistaken ideas in regard to this matter, 
and do not wait for someone else to do 
YOUR duty, Lay your plans at once 

and act now. 

Young man, don’t spend all your in- 
income. Invest a part of it systematic- 
ally and the results will prove beneficial. 
Real Estate is a safe and sound invest- 
ment. Call at the Realty Department 
and make your selection today. Every 
assistance will be given. Terms easy, 
prices reasonable. 

Fourth—This applies to all Zion; not 

only in Zion City, but throughout the 
world. No matter whether you live in 
Zion City or not, you should have a part 
in this work. Send us your require- 
ments and we will make the selection for 
you. 

REMEMBER, 200 City Lots and Acre 
Tracts before the close of the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

Respectfully, 
W. Hurd Clendinen, 

General Manager. 
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