
Tabernacle Addresses 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

SUBJECT 

“Christ Doing the Works of Goer’ 

THE Scripture Lesson for the afternoon was the story 
of the healing of the man who was bom blind, as 

found in the ninth chapter of the Gospel by St. John. 

Address by the General Overseer 

The words which I desire you to carry home with you 
as a text are found in a part of the third verse and all of 
the fourth verse of the ninth chapter of the Gospel accord- 
ing to St. John. 

“* * * But that the works of God should be made man- 

ifest in him. 
I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it 

is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.—John 
9:3, 4. 

In commenting upon the words which I have just read, 
I shall briefly give an explanation of the most important 
points set forth in this entire story of the healing of the 

man who was born blind. 

Every Christian Should be a Worker 

The one thought that is uppermost in my mind at this 

time, is that of WORK. I know of no better way to ex^ 

press this than as I have often before expressed it, both on 

the platform and in the editorial notes: God saves a person 
that he or she may be instrumental in saving others. God 

heals a man so that he may let his light shine and point 
other sick and suffering ones to Jesus the Christ as the Only 
Healer. I cannot imagine an inactive life being a Christian 
life, any more than I can imagine a thoroughly sound apple 
tree producing no apples. 

Christian Life is More than Profession; It is also 

Expression 

In God’s plans there is work in His Vineyard for all to 

do; and, in making this statement, I know that I am face to 

face with the fact—as I have been all the way along in my 

Ministry—that a large number of professing Christians 
are almost entirely inactive. Let us see if this is not true. 

Hundreds of thousands, scores of hundreds of thousands 
of persons go no further than simply to take the step to have 

their names put upon the church-rolls; they go to meeting 
only when they feel like it; out of their income of dollars 

they contribute a few paltry pennies for the support—as 
they suppose—of the Gospel; some of them—and, you know 

as well as I do, very few of them—are found in the mid- 

week prayer-meeting; very few of them ever pray or tes- 

tify; some of them are formed into “ladies aid societies;” 
perhaps some of you, in the days of your connection with 

the apostasies, belonged to a “ladies’ aid society” where you 

made quilts—crazy and otherwise, and where you sewed 

carpet rags until the ends of your fingers bled, where you 

got up oyster suppers and pork-and-bean suppers to raise 

the preacher’s salary. Now, some people with whom I 

have come in contact during the years gone by, called that 

“working for the Master,” but I do not call it working for 

the Master. 

The Church is as a Great Family * 

I want you to see the exaet condition, so that you will 

get to that place where you will feel a Divine enthusiasm 

in Zion and her work. In the Church, as I understand it, 
you will have spiritual babes, you will have spiritual boys 
and girls, young people and old people—figuratively speak- 
ing, you will have those who must be fed upon the “sincere 

milk of the Word,” while others will be able to take the 

“solid meat of the Gospel;” but in the Church, as in a 

well-regulated family, there is work for each one to do. 

One great question that confronts me is, how to keep you 

all busy. I know there are some of you who have very 

great confidence in me; I have heard of some who say that 

they do not need to help save Zion City because the General 
Overseer will pull through in some way or other—see? 

They have wonderful confidence in my ability and Christian- 

ity—indeed, they have so very much confidence that they 
are willing to retire and let me do it all. I have heard of 

girls having just the same kind of confidence (?) in their 
mother’s ability to wash the dishes. Well, in a well-regula- 
ted family the father does his share, the mother does her 

share, and the sons and the daughters each have their 

part to perform. In a home where the father does all of 
the work, there is something wrong—and I have known of 
homes where the father had to do the farm work, and also 
the cooking and washing the dishes and sweeping the house 
and making.the beds; and I have known of homes where 
the girls did not do anything at all, but I do not consider 
that to be a properly organized home; in a home that is 

properly organized and is well regulated, each member 
of the family has his and her particular work to do. 

In the Church of the Lord Jesus the Christ there is 
work for each one to do. We sing many hymns on the sub- 

ject of work: “Go, work in my vineyard;” “Ho, reapers 
of life’s harvest,” and “Work, for the night is coming.” 

“That the works of God should be made manifest in 

him, I must work the works of Him that sent Me”—that is 
what Jesus the Christ said. And in this Church there is 
work for each one to do. 

The great question is how to get at it, because after 

having expressed my appreciation of all that is being done, 
it is true that there are many who—perhaps because thev 
do not know how or from lack of opportunity—are not doing 
any very active, aggressive work for the extension of the 

Kingdom of God. Let us see if it is sufficient: a man fills 
in his application form for membership; it is looked over 

and an acceptance is sent and his name is recorded on a 

card; he comes to Church occasionally—maybe only on 

Lord’s day afternoons and never at any other time, only 

once a week and maybe only once a month, contributes 

nothing toward the support of the work, never attends a 

Lord’s Day morning service or a Wednesday evening meet- 

ing, his voice is never heard in prayer or in testimony, he 
never does any Seventy work of any kind; are there any of 
that kind here ? Have we some of that kind in this Church ? 
I ask you, if you are one of that kind, then are you satis- 
fied, before God, that you are measuring up to the standard 
that is set for a truly converted man or woman? Is that 

enough? ..... 

The Spiritual Man and the Natural Man Must 
Both Work 

There is the spiritual man as well as the natural man; 
the natural man must eat—and, generally speaking, three 
times a day, because the rank and file of the people eat 
three times a day; the natural man must sleep eight hours, 
more or less, out of the twenty-four; the natural man 

must exercise, otherwise the body is undeveloped and the 
muscles are soft, and then disease sets in; and just as truly 
as the natural man must eat and sleep and drink—that is, 
go into Nature’s repair-shop to be refreshed and to exer- 

cise, so must the spiritual man eat the Bread of Life and 
drink the Water of Life, so must the spiritual man pray and 
read the Word of God, and so must the spiritual man exer- 

cise by working in the Master’s Vineyard; otherwise there 
can be no progress made; but there can be only death, spirit- 
ual death. 

Spiritual Life and Vigor Comes Only From the 

True Vine—Christ Jesus 

The Savior said, “I am the True Vine, and My Father 
is the Husbandman. Every branch in Me that beareth not 
fruit, He cleanseth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” 

I ask you this afternoon, my brother, my sister, are 

you a “dead branch?” Before God this afternoon, and in 
i the light of His Word, can you say that you are a living 
branch connected with the true Vine—and that you are a 

fruit-bearing branch bearing the fruit of the Spirit? And 
it means more than that; it means leading men and women 

out of their sins, out of their sicknesses, out of their dis- 
eases and bringing them, through Jesus the Christ, unto God 
the Father. I know, my brothers and sisters, that to be a 

Christian is to be a worker, and that spiritual life within 
will find expression in praise, in prayer, in talking to others; 
and if we all would be on fire as we ought to be, then we 

would soon have Zion City redeemed. What I desire to 
see back of this work, is that spirit of aggressiveness, that 

| spirit of taking hold and going ahead—that is what I want 

j to see in building up Zion again. 

i Zion Seventy Work Affords a Glorious Opportunity 
for Spiritual Growth 

The Seventy work—what a glorious opportunity! 
There are some who cannot go, but when a woman stays 
behind and takes care of the little children of another 
woman so that she may go and do Seventy work, why, that 
is working in the Master’s Vineyard. 

My brothers and sisters, I am so glad because of the 
spirit that is in this Movement—that absence of driving 
anybody out to do Seventy work. There is an opportunity 
—a glorious opportunity! Don’t you suppose that the Sev- 
enties who find the sick and rescue them and lead them to 
God, are the happiest people on earth? 

The difficulty with some is, as they say, “I cannot very 
well get up and speak, because I have a man-fearing spirit.” 
Well, now, you would better get rid of that man-fearing 
spirit, and that woman-fearing spirit, too, for there is no 

reason why you should be afraid of any man or woman. 

When the opportunity is given to praise God, rise up and 
thank Him for His goodness, no matter who is sitting be- 
hind you, before you, at the right of you or at the left of you, 
but be lost in the spirit of praise—tell God that you love 
Him, that you praise Him, and that you thank and praise 
and adore Him for His goodness to you. Oh, what a rich 
blessing comes into a man’s life simply by praising God, and 
I desire to see this Church composed of a praising people 
as well as a praying people. 

The Healing of the Blind Man was a Wayside In- 
cident—An Opportunity Improved 

“But that the works of God might be made manifest in 
Him.” Here is the story of a wayside incident, and how 
many of them there are in the Bible! We are here this 
afternoon at our regular Service, and in accordance with 

I our regular custom; but the meeting of this blind man and 
! his healing by Jesus was not at a regular service; it was a 
i wayside incident. As a man travels in the train, as he 
walks along the streets of the city, as he travels on the 

i boat, as he drives out through the country, as he labors on 
the farm or in the office or workshop, as he comes in con- 

tact with this one and with that one, what wonderful 
opportunities for doing good! Wayside incidents. Some 
may say, “I am busy,” but was not Jesus about as busy as 

any of us? Don’t you think that Jesus put in about as 

many hours working as any of us? and yet He always found 
time, and never passed one by, and some of the most won- 

derful miracles in all His earthly career were wrought in 
what I call these wayside incidents. 

Healings are to Glorify the Father 

Here was a man who was blind from his birth. The 
apostles said to Jesus, “Who did sin, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind ?” I do not often cite this as proving 
that sin is the cause of disease; but it ought to be perfectly 
plain to any man or woman that, on the very face of it, it 
teaches and proves—as Zion has heralded—that sickness is 
the result of sin. These apostles had been taught by Jesus 
that all sickness was the result of sin, and therefore when 
they saw this man who was blind, they knew that his blind- 
ness was due to sin, and they were anxious to find out whose 
sin it was; but Jesus did not answer their question. There 

are a great many questions asked, and some people feel 
insulted if you do not answer all of their questions; but 
here Jesus the Christ made them no answer at all—except 
in a general way, because that was not the all-important 
question, but the important question was—just as I said 
in the words that I took for a text—that He must work the 
works of God Who sent Him; and then Jesus proceeded to 

open the eyes of the blind man, and in doing so He was doing 
the Work that God had sent Him to do. In a general way 
He said, “Neither did this man sin, nor his parents.” They 
were anxious to know who had sinned, but Jesus did not 
tell them. Neither the man nor his parents sinned, but j 
somebody had sinned and caused his blindness, that is per-I 
fectly plain; and the lesson here for us to learn is that we [ 
should go straight to the point, and not permit the devil 
to cause us to lose sight of the all-important thing by getting 
us to hedge about unnecessary things and to ask useless 

questions. 

Zion is Practical and Strikes Sin at Every Point 
\ 

One thing, among others, that I love about Zion is that 
Zion is practical. When you meet a man who wants to 

spend the time arguing some doctrine, just say to him, “My 
friend, have you repented?” Another one will want to 

argue and argue to prove to you the doctrine of soul-sleep- 
ing ; but I tell you that the all-important question is, “Have 

you repented of your sins?” Zion Seventies, as you go out 
in the work and you meet men and women who want to 

engage in an argument, just go straight for them with the 
fundamental principles of the Gospel of the Kingdom op 

God. Get to work. Be in earnest. The Lord Jesus the 
Christ—not only here, but also on many other occasions 
during His Ministry on earth—emphasized this point, that 
He must WORK while it is day, for the night will come, 
when no man can work. 

Ah, you say, “I cannot go out on Seventy work today; 
I will go some other time,” but by the time “some other 
time” comes, men and women whom you might have reached 

today will have passed beyond the sound of your voice. If 
the farmer says, “I will not sow any wheat now, I will wait 
until some other time later on,” “Later on” comes, and the 
season is passed and he cannot sow the wheat; and then, 
when the farmer goes to his granary to find wheat with 
which to supply his flour, there is no wheat there, and then 
all at once it occurs to him that he did not put the grain 
in the ground. Zion can never reap a harvest unless she 
first sows the seed. The Zion Seventies in Chicago today 
are sowing the seed. Even though the people may slam 
the doors in the faces of the Zion workers, and even though 
on the streets or in the saloons the people may scoff and 
sneer, yet Zion is sowing the seed. Zion is sowing the seed, 
and we must always be sowing the seed. Put the tracts 
in your pockets, and, you women, carry them in your hand- 

j bags wherever you go. Sow the seed, and scatter the litera- 
! ture, and never lose an opportunity to speak a word for God; 
tell of Jesus and His love; be workers. 

It should not be necessary to exhort you to be workers. 
If you, my brothers and sisters, have been born from above, 
if the Christ is living in you the Hope of Glory, if you are 

really and truly a saved man or a saved woman, and if you 
have been filled with the Holy Ghost, then you will not need 
any exhortation, for even if I wanted to, I would not be 
able to hold you back. The life of the Christ that is in you, 
being a “new creature,” will produce the fruit, and you will 
count it as your greatest joy to work in the Master’s Vine- 
yard and to scatter the seed and to imitate Jesus the Christ 
—Who was always working, as well as were the apostles. 
Work! Be aggressive! I like to see an aggressive church 
—a live church; and I want to see Zion so aggressive that 

; the whole world will have to admit that they have never 

! before seen such a lot of workers. 

Zion City to be Built by Working on the Gospel 
Plan 

My brothers and sisters, you have the opportunity 
—you have a magnificent opportunity; and the only way 
that we will ever have a Zion City, is to do our duty, and 
to go down into the valley and take the Gospel to the per- 
ishing. If we want to live always upon the mountain- 
tops and want to abide there, if we want to stay in Zion 
City and simply get away from the tobacco and the whisky 
and live in good surroundings, I know God will not be well 
pleased. We ought to go out from this City a thousand 
strong, and more than that, as earnest Seventy workers 
going from house to house and telling the people of God, 
and of what He has done for us. 

Sight Restored in Response to Obedience 

The Lord Jesus the Christ, as soon as He had made the 
statement, “I must work the works of Him that sent Me,” 
took clay and spittle and anointed the eyes of the blind man, 
and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam;” and the 
man went—there was the spirit of obedience—and came 

seeing. If I have not the spirit of obedience to my God and 

Father, then I am not His child. I do love to see the spirit 
of obedience; how wonderful in the case of Naaman, the 

leper, whom the Prophet told to go and dip himself seven 

times in the River Jordan. There was no particular vir- 
tue in the waters of the Jordan, but it was the act of obedi- 
ence; and when Naaman went and dipped himself—as the 

Prophet of God had told him to do—his flesh became white 
as the flesh of a little child. 

In the Early Church Multitudes were Healed 

In the Early Church, after the death of Ananias and 

Sapphira great fear came upon the Church, and God 
wrought mighty signs and wonders by the hands of the 

apostles, so much so, in fact, that they carried their sick 
out into the streets that the shadow of Peter might over- 

shadow them, and they were healed. They said, as they 
carried their sick out into the streets, “If only the shadow 
of Peter might overshadow our loved ones, they shall be 
healed.” And later on, in the life of Paul, God wrought 
special miracles by his hands, so much so that handker- 
chiefs and aprons were carried away from his body and 
placed upon the sick, and they were healed. 

Many people in ZlON have been healed when in the 
Baptistry—not, however, because there is any virtue in 
the water—there was no virtue in the clay and the spittle 
or in the waters of the pool of Siloam—but it was the act 
of obedience; and I believe there are many people who fail 
at that very point. It is not, “O Father, how little can I 
do and maintain my standing with You?” No; that is not 
the spirit of a child of God; the spirit of a child of God says, 

“Father, is there yet one thing more tna: I can do? If 
there is one thing more that I can do, I want to do it.” 

Obedience Produces Blessing 

There is not any virtue in the bread and in the wine 
of which we partake and in the Lord’s Supper—no virtue 
in them of themselves; but oh, what a blessing is the Lord’s 
Supper to the true child of God! What a beautiful mem- 
orial it is! How one is reminded of His Second Coming! 
“For as often as ye eat of this bread and drink of this cup, 
ye do show forth the Lord’s death till He come.” And 
what a wonderful blessing there is in baptism! My broth- 
er, if you fail to attend the Lord’s Supper—I do not care 
who you are—you are losing ground. My brothers and 
sisters, you may have repented, you may have been richly 
blessed, but if you have had the light and you have not gone 
down into the baptismal waters and been buried with the 
Christ in baptism, into the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, then you have failed to fully 
obey God, and thereby you have missed a great blessing. 
If I knew of one thing more that I ought to do in my Christ- 
ian life, I would not put it off until tomorrow, but, by the 
grace of God, I would do it right now. 

Judgment Begins at the House of God 

Ah, someone says, “What difference does it make with 
my getting my healing, if I don’t do this, that, and the other 
thing?” I tell you, my brother, my sister, the risk is too 
great. I would not neglect even one means of grace, but 
would attend to all of them. 

What about the family altar in your home?—“Well, 
I have to get up so early, that I have no time to pray.” 
What about thanks at your table? What about your fam- 
ily life? What about your presence in the Master’s service? 
Zion, where does judgment begin? 

People—“At the House of God.” 
General Overseer—Yes. “Judgment begins at the 

House of God.” Now, “if the righteous scarcely be saved, 
where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” If you 
and I scarcely escape, then where shall they appear who once 
were in Zion and listened to the teaching, but who have 
trampled the light under their feet and have turned their 
backs upon it—what about them? The spirit of obedience 
—“He that hath My commandments and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth Me.” “If a man love Me, he will keep 
My word.” “If ye abide in Me and My words abide in you, 
ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you.” 

Yes, working, and there is something for each one to 
do. Are you abiding in the Christ, and are His words abid- 
ing in you? “Now unto Him Who is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us.” How much of the power of 
God is there working in your spirit today? Are you con- 
nected up with the Divine Power-House? Are you linked 
to God—and are you thrilled with God’s power and pres- 
ence? The Bible promises that, if we will only reach a 
certain place, God will answer us even before we call. 

The blind man went to the pool of‘Siloam and washed, 
and did what he was told. That was a foolish thing—was 
it not, from one standpoint. He might have said, “What 
a foolish thing to ask me to do.” Yes; but he did not, he 
went and did what he was told, and he received the blessing. 
And so I say to you this afternoon, Do what God tells you 
to do—it may seem but a very small thing. 

(to be continued next week.) 

Asleep in Jesus 
Mrs. Edna Sheldrake, who has so ably edited the 

department in “The Theoerat”—NEWS OF THE 
A ORLD, quietly fell asleep in Jesus, Thursday 
evening, June 17th. 

The preparation of the News of the World and 
Lake County News appearing in “The Theoerat” 
of June 12th, 1915, was her last work for God and 
Zion. She possessed exceptional literary ability, and 
many have been the words of appreciation of her 
work as a member of the editorial staff of “The 
Theoerat.” As the Editor of “The Theoerat,” it 
was a very rare thing that we ever changed a syl- 
lable or even a mark of punctuation in her manu- 

scripts. 
Deacon C. B. Wamsley, Avho is now in charge of 

the Circulation department of LEAVES OF HEAL- 
ING, has been appointed to fill this important place. 
He has prepared the notes this week on short notice 
and in the face of many difficulties. 

V e ask the earnest prayers and support of all 
officers, members and friends of Zion for both 
LEAVES OF HEALING and THE THEOCRAT, and 
especially for Deacon V amsley that he may be given 
wisdom and grace to fill the important position to 
which he has been appointed. 
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