
Tabernacle Addresses 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

SUBJECT 

“Christ Doing the Works of God” 
I 
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(Continued from last week.) 
The Neighbors and Friends of the Former Blind 

Man full of Doubt 

Now notice, just as soon as this blind man is healed 
the neighbors appear on the scene. While reading this 

chapter I was thinking how the world today is just the 
same as it ever was, and that human nature has not changed 
an iota. The people today act precisely as they acted then. 
Then we have the Pharisees and the parents; and did you 
notice how the parents lied," because they were cowards? 

Whenever a man is a coward then he will tell an un- 

truth; that is what makes people lie on the witness-stand; 
all that a man has to do in order to make a good witness, is 
to tell the truth, and then he will have no trouble; but when 
men start to lie they become confused and are bothered. 
Tell the truth, and do not be afraid to let your light shine. 
If you wish to get a good picture of humanity as it is today, 
you will find it right here in this ninth chapter of the Gos- 
pel according to St. John. If there is one here this after- 
noon who has come into Zion and is experiencing difficulty 
and trouble, and you have the neighbors after you and you 
have the pharisees (that is, the preachers) and the church 
leaders after you, just read this ninth chapter of John, and 
there you will get an exact picture of them. 

This man’s parents said, “We know this is our son, 
and we know that he was born blind, but we do not know 
how he now sees.” They said that because it had been 
said that anyone who confessed the Christ should be put 
out of the synagogue. And how often we have had that 
happen—how often! People have come out of the Metho- 
dist Church, and the Presbyterian Church, and the Baptist 
Church, and from other churches, and have accepted Jesus 
the Chrst as their Healer, and before they have separated 
themselves from their respective churches, they have under- 
taken to tell of Jesus the Christ as their Healer, but their 
churches have shut them up and have sat down upon them, 
and have said, “We will put you out if we have any more 

of that.” 
Some people write to me and say that they have the 

privilege of teaching a Sunday-school class in a Baptist 
Church—or some other denomination; but I want to tell you 
that I would not teach there but one Sunday, and my opinion 
is that if you would let your light shine as you ought to, 
you would not teach there but one Sunday, either. It is 

quite true, as Jesus said, you cannot put new wine into old 
bottles; it is out of the question—you cannot do it. 

Laborers for the Great Harvest are Few / 

My brothers and sisters, when I look around at the 

world, the words of Jesus always come to me, “The harvest 

truly is great, but the laborers are fewand how true that 
is today, and what a great field there is for Zion. The har- 
vest is ripe and ready for the gathering. 

Oh, may God help us to take these words that I have 
read—“But that the works of God might be made manifest 
in him, I must work the works of Him that sent Me while it 
is day; the night cometh, when no man can work.” 

How Habits are Formed 

People allow too many little things to interfere with 
their service for God. I want to add this because it will 

probably help somebody here this afternoon: When the 
time comes to go to service a person can say, “Well, I do 
not feel like going today,” and he will stay at home, and 
then when the next time comes to go to the service it is the 
easiest thing in the world for that one to stay at home again. 
Going to church is a habit—and a habit that not many peo- 

ple have nowadays. There used to be a time when a man 

who did not attend church on Lord’s day was looked upon 
as a heathen. Nowadays the habit of NOT going to church 
is so widespread that those who do not go are an exception 
and the number is very small. Even right here in ZlON 
City there are many people who, I will guarantee, have not 
attended a church service during the last twelve months; and 
that is one reason why I am pleading for aggressiveness, and 

shouting to you to look to Jesus the Christ and to go to work, 
let us go after these people in Zion City, and if they will not 

repent and take their stand for God and Zion, then let us 

have such an holy atmosphere here that they will not want 
to live in it. 

There are some people who used to go to church but who 
do not go now because, when they went, some brother did 
not shake hands with them, or somebody did not notice them. 
Now, I do not go to Church to worship any man, but I go to 

worship God. There are some people who go to church only 
twice a year—at Easter and at Christmas; there are other 

people who never go to church except when they get a new 

suit of clothes or a new dress, and then they go for one or 

two Sundays only. Well, I want Zion people to attend the 
services from principle, and I have always followed this 

practice. I used to go to church in the country through the 
rain and in all other kinds of weather, and at all times. I 
once attended a baptismal service when the mercury was 

thirty degrees below zero, and we had to cut a hole in the ice 
in order to baptize the people, and their clothes were frozen 
stiff before they could be put into the bob-sled; and I tell you 
that they are the kind of people who have the right kind of 
mettle in them. 

One’s Religion Should Cost Effort 

It is nice when a man’s religion costs hardship. Why, 
some of you people who formerly lived in the country dis- 
tricts used to go to meeting over all kinds of roads, and crawl 
under barbed wire and climb fences, and tear your coats, 
and you did not think anything about staying home from 
meeting in those days, but you would go for miles, night 

after night and week after week; and that kind of spirit and 
determination is just what we need right here in Zion City, 
so that we will not hesitate. 

Let the Light Shine, Give Zion’s Salutation 

The same is true of the Seventy work: it costs a little 
effort and means a little self-denial and hardship; it means 

a little climbing up the stairs; but it is all right, and I am 

very thankful to God for the response that we have had; and 
after this sermon this afternoon I would just like to see 

many others take their stand and say, “Well, God helping 
me, I am going to do what I can in working for Him the 
rest of my life.” You may be seventy years old, but are 

you going to retire just because you are seventy years of age? 
No! Go and do something in the Master’s Vineyard. Let 
your light shine! Give the Zion salutation—“Peace to 
thee;” and “Peace to thee be multiplied.” Shoot it straight 
at them. When I see somebody coming who, I know for 
sure, is going to say “Good morning,” then I begin prac- 
ticing before I get up to him—“Peace to thee!” “Peace to 
thee be multiplied.” I want this people to use the saluta- 
tion, and to observe the nine o’clock hour of prayer. Let 
your light shine; that is the proper thing to do. You never 

gain anything by hiding your light under a bushel. If you 
hide your light under a bushel then they will say that you 1 

are no good—they will say, “My, he is a great Zion man, 
isn’t he; he is ashamed of his religion.” You never gain 
anything by hiding your light nor by yielding. Some of the 
most wicked men in the world will have great admiration for 
a man who will live his religion; we must be aggressive and 
go forward. 

Be not Weary in Welldoing 

! 
Zion City was built for Zion and for Zion people, and 

I expect to make a Zion City out of it. Let us keep working 
away and never growing weary in this great work; and 
behind it all there must be hearts filled with Christian love. 
Let your light shine; quit thinking about employment, and 
making money, but seek first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness. The trouble with many people is that they 
are thinking about everything else except the right thing. 

Pray for me; I have a pretty hard job—but I intend 
to stick to it, by the grace of God, and I shall not waver 

nor compromise with anybody in any way, shape or form. 
To my mind, the most beautiful thing this side of Heaven 
would be a true, thorough Zion City, and I say it is possible.” 
“All things are possible to them that believe.” 

My brothers and sisters, let us all be workers in the 
Master’s Vineyard; let us pray for each other and not criti- 
cise each other; let us be kind and charitable to each other, 
and let us take these beautiful verses and apply them to 
ourselves as Christians, and let us live them, and then God 
will bless us; and I tell you, we have here a glorious oppor- 

j tunity to exercise faith in God. How much faith in God 
have you—have you that faith that never wavers? Now, 
above all times, is the time to stand; and let us all be true- 
hearted, whole-hearted, faithful and loyal; let no one break 
the ranks, but let all pull together and let our lights shine, 
and the day will come when we will have but one Church, one 

store—cooperative institutions run for the honor and the 

glory of God. We can do it, therefore let us all stand to- 

gether.. Let us seek for the salvation of the sinful and the 

healing of the sick above everything else, and let us get out 
into the Seventy work, and I pray that you all may be over- 

comers. 

SUBJECT { 
“The Second Coming of Christ and 

What is Involved in Being Pre- 
pared for His Coming” 

(Reported by B. M.) 

The meeting was opened by the singing of the Hymn 
entitled, “The Lord is Coming,” upon which the General 

Overseer commented as follows: 
This Hymn is based upon Matthew 25:6: “Behold the 

Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him.” The very first 

stanza begins by declaring the fact of the second coming of 

Christ. 

The Lord is coming by and by: 
Be ready when He comes; 

He comes from His fair horile on High, 
Be ready when He comes; 

He is the Lord our Righteousness, 
And comes His chosen ones to bless, 

And at His Father’s throne confess: 
Be ready when He comes! 

Cho—Will you be ready when the Bridegroom comes? 

Will your lamps be trimmed and bright, 
Be it morning, noon, or night? 
Will you be ready when the Bridegroom comes? 

He soon will come to earth again: 
Be ready when He comes! 

Begin His universal reign: 
Be ready when He comes! 

With Hallelujahs heaven will ring, 
When Jesus does redemption bring; 

0 trim your lamps to meet your King! 
Be ready when He comes! 

Behold! He comes to one and all: 
Be ready when He comes! 

He quickly comes with trumpet call: 
Be ready when He comes! 

To judgment called at His command, 
Drawn thither by His mighty hand, 

Before His throne we all must stand; 
Be ready when He comes. 

After the singing of the Hymns, “Our Lord is now 

Rejected,” and “He is coming, the ‘Man of Sorrows,’ ” the 

General Overseer said: 
Let us read together slowly, deliberately, and, above all, 

prayerfully, the entire fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians. 
It is one of the most remarkable in the entire Word of 

God. Let us read together. 
(The entire fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians was 

read in concert.) 
General Overseer: Let all turn to Luke the twenty- 

first chapter. There are so many chapters on the second 

coming of Christ that it is difficult to select the most im- 

portant. We have this same discourse in Matthew twenty- 
four and in Mark thirteen, as well as in Luke twenty-one. 
Let us read together, beginning with the fifth verse. 

(Luke 21:5-38, was read in concert.) 
After prayer, Conductor Thomas sang as a solo the 

Hymn entitled, “Christ Returneth,” the congregation join- 
ing in the chorus: 

It may be at morn, when the day is awaking, 
When sunlight thro’ darkness and shadow is breaking, 
That Jesus will come in the fullness of glory, 
To receive from the world “His own.” 

Cho.—0 Lord Jesus, how long? how long 
Ere we shout the glad song? 

Christ returneth; Hallelujah; hallelujah! Amen, 
Hallelujah! Amen. 

It may be at midday, it may be at twilight, 
It may be, perchance, that the blackness of midnight 
Will burst into light in the blaze of His glory, 
When Jesus receives “His own.” 

While its hosts cry Hosanna, from heaven descending, 
With glorified saints and the angels attending, 
With grace on His brow, like a halo of glory, 
Will Jesus receive “His own.” 

Oh joy! oh delight! should we go without dying, 
No sickness, no sadness, no dread and no crying, 
Caught up through the clouds with our Lord into glory, 
When Jesus receives “His own.” 

General Overseer: In the Gospel according to St. John, 
the fourteenth chapter, a part of the third verse: 

“I will come again and receive you unto Myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.” 

In the Acts of the Apostles, the first chapter, the tenth ! 
and eleventh verses: 

“And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven, as He 
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 

“Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 

gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken 

up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven.” 

The doctrine of the second coming of Christ occupies a 

very large space not only in the New Testament, but also in 
the Old Testament. Many of the prophecies in the Old Tes- 
tament relative to the first coming of Jesus the Christ, also 
refer to His second coming. 

Any person who does not accept, with all his heart, this 

doctrine, will utterly fail in his endeavors to live the Chris- 
tian life. If every person in the world today knew that 
Christ would descend from Heaven before tomorrow morn- 

ing, there would be great commotion. I mention this to 
show you that so long as we keep in mind the fact that Christ 
is coming again, that fact will be an inspiration to us to 
shun evil and to do good. 

God, however, has seen fit, in His Word, not to reveal 
the day nor the hour. He has only told us that there is to be 
a time which will be known as “the day of the Lord”—a 

period designated as “the end of the Gospel Age,” and that 
there will appear signs in the heavens and in earth—re- 

ligious, social and civil—which will warn us that we are 

living in that period; and we are exhorted always to be 

ready; and we are told, further, that the coming of Christ 
is to be as the approach of the thief in the night. 

I think all can see that God has very wisely concealed 
the hour and the day, the week and the month, and the year. 
There is not any question that a close study of the Scriptures 
will reveal the period, and we can tell with considerable ac- 

curacy about where we are in that period of time known as | 
“the end of the Gospel age” or “the day of the Lord.” 

Some Signs that the Second Coming of Christ is Near 
at Hand 

We have read the twenty-first chapter of Luke, and the 
same discourse appears in Matthew the twenty-fourth 
chapter, and in Mark the thirteenth chapter. It is true that 

they do not all set forth the same facts, but they do all set 
forth some of the same facts. 

We are told that in the last days there shall be wide- 

spread iniquity; that there shall be so little of the faith of 
God on the earth that the question might well be asked,! 
“When the Son of man cometh, will He find the faith on the j 
earth?”—indicating by that not that there will be any of the | 
faith, but that so few will have the faith of God, compara-1 
tively speaking, that it might well be asked: “When the 
Son of man cometh, will He find the faith on the earth?”... 

At the same time that this condition prevails, the so- 

called Churches will be deceiving the people by preaching an 

emasculate Gospel, by holding so-called “Great Revivals,” 
and telling people that the world is getting better, and that 

they are going to usher in the Millennium. That is: they 
will cry, “Peace, Peace, when there is no peace. (Jer. 6:14,- 
8:11.) They will cry “Peace!” when destruction is right 
upon them; and they will call attention to the veneer of 

civilization; they will point you to the number of buildings 
they have erected for Church purposes, the amount of money 
that has. been contributed: and, unless people have their 
minds and hearts well stored with prophetic truths, they will 
be deceived. 

Most People Have no Conception of Christ’s Coming. 

The vast majority of people have no conception of the 

time in which they are living, although there is a universal 

conviction, so far as God’s people are concerned, that we are 

nearing the end. There is?* a universal conviction in the 

minds of unbelievers that we are on the eve of great changes 
and that some terrible things are soon to transpire. 

Notice Luke 21:26: “Men’s hearts failing them for 

fear.” That does not refer to God’s people, it refers to the 

people of the world. 

“Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth: for the 
powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 

Revolutions are the Outbursts of the Spirit of the Age. 

These revolutions are simply outbursts of the spirit: 
; “I want to rule myself.” It is not necessary to form any de- 
fense for a monarchical form of government—that does not 
enter into the question. These revolutions are simply the 
wild outbursts of the spirit of the age — “I want to rule 
myself.” 

Zion is a Theocracy 

I want to emphasize before Zion people many things, 
that they may get hold of Zion’s position; and I am satisfied 
that of all the people that came to Zion City, only a small 
number, comparatively, have ever really gotten any grasp 
at all upon the position of this Movement relative to the af- 
fairs of this world—the affairs that are popularly denomin- 
ated “secular” and “sacred.” It is a good thing for a man 

to know that he is called of God. It is also a good thing for 
the people to know that the Movement of which they have be- 
come a part is of Divine origin. It is a good thing to find 
out its place and to know something of its destiny: then you 
will be anchored. Zion must exist to do the will of God in 
all things. Righteousness is to be practised. 

> 

The Truths of Zion Must Withstand Every Testing 

Oh, how thankful to God you ought to be, those of you 
who have stood!—but do not think because you have stood 
up to date, that you are going to stand, by reason of that, 
for the next ten years. “Let him that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall.” Other tests will come: this would 
not be Zion if that were not true. While you have withstood, 
some of you, all the tests, other tests will come, until the last 
particle of dross is consumed. If you are all right, you do 
not need any test. If you will respond to the impelling in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghost, you will not need to be purified 
by judgment. God’s discipline is carried on through the 
impelling influences of the Holy Spirit and the restraining 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 

The Person Who Expects Christ’s Coming is Always 
Careful and Prayerful 

If you as an officer or as a member, will firmly grasp 
the great fact of the second coming of Christ, and will re- 

member, in the light of the Scriptures, that He may come to- 
day, then you will be very careful of your thoughts, very 
careful of your words, and very careful of your deeds. 

A Church which does not keep prominently before its 
people the second coming of Christ, is a dead Church; and 
we all know that they do not do it, because if they did the 
people in them would not live as they are living: for every 
one knows that you may line up the rank and file of Church 
members and line up an equal number from the w’orld, and 
it would be difficult, observing their conduct, to tell which is 
the Church and which is the world. 

We want the genuine article; we do not want any 
counterfeits. We do not want to have people deceiving 
themselves believing that they are Christians when they 
have nothing on which to base the belief. 

Zion has never engaged in the practice of setting dates. 
I cannot say, this morning, that Christ will come in ten 
years, or that He will come in twenty-five years; I can say 
that, from all the signs, we are living in the period of His 
coming—we are living in the closing years of the present 
age, and it behooves each and every one to make a full and a 

complete consecration. 

Only the Overcomers will sit with Christ on His 
Throne 

Our conflict is with the world, the flesh and the devil. 
Unless we overcome the world, the world will overcome us. 

Unless we conquer the flesh, the flesh will conquer us; and it 
is to the flesh that the devil appeals. Men and women ab- 
sent themselves from the House of God because they yield to 
the flesh. Men and women lie, steal, commit adultery, are 

licentious, and everything that is vile, because they yield to 
the flesh. The flesh is the channel through which the devil 
works; and the principal instrument that he employs to 
destroy people is that little unruly member, the tongue: so 

much so that the Psalmist says, in speaking of a certain 
class, that their throats are an open sepulcher; and again 
we are told that with the tongue we bless God and with the 
tongue we curse God—that it is a member that no man can 

tame;—but that does not mean that God cannot tame it if 
we are willing to submit to Him. 

What Does Christ’s Second Coming Involve? 

What is involved in the preparation for the second com- 

ing of Christ? I have given to the Seventies, today, to dis- 
tribute in Chicago, a new message, entitled, “How to be- 
come a Christian.” I was very much interested, last Thurs- 

day in Chicago, to see how persons, who apparently were at- 
tending a Zion meeting for the first time, drank in the teach- 

ing on the fundamental truths of the Gospel. And what are 

we sent out to preach? We are sent out to preach the Gos- 
pel of the Kingdom. A “preacher” does not have to manu- 

facture anything to say. If I tell Elder Tindall to go and 

proclaim that Thursday will be observed in this Tabernacle 
as a day of fasting and prayer, he does not have to make up 

anything to say.; he simply goes and proclaims the message. 

Now, that is what it is to preach. He is an herald, he is a 

proclaimer, he is an enunciator—he is one who enunciates. 
A “teacher” is a little different from a “preacher,” and there 
are some preachers who are not teachers, and there are some 

teachers wrho are not preachers. 
When a man teaches, he does more than proclaim; he 

brings together the passages of Scripture bearing upon that 

particular subject; he makes it clear by means of contrasts, 
comparisons and illustrations. When a man teaches on Di- 
vine Healing, that is something different from preaching. 
A preacher simply proclaims what he is given to proclaim,— 
he does not have to manufacture anything; and the first 

thing that ZlON has to proclaim throughout the whole world 
is something that nobody else is proclaiming. 

(Continued next week.) 


