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SUBJECT 
“The Second Coming of Christ and 

What is Involved m Being Pre- 
pared for His Coming” 

(Continued from last week) 
I see the papers say that the present revival in Chicago j 

has converted three hundred thousand persons, and the 

newspapers are in high glee. A revival that is on good 
terms with the newspapers, and the newspapers with the 

revival, I do not think is giving the devil very much concern, 

and these so-called “converts” will go outside and smoke 
their pipes and their cigars, and drink their beer, and that is 

about all that it amounts to: therefore the poor people are 

being deluded and deceived and the devil is getting in his 
work. 

The Devil Fears the Gospel, but not its Substitutes 

The devil does not fear any substitute. Take on the 

second coming of Christ: a considerable number of those 
who profess to be Christians do not believe in His literal 

coming; they say that He comes when one dies, and that that 
is all that is meant by “I will come again;”—and the devil is 

not afraid of that kind of doctrine. 
The devil does not care for any substitute, and there 

never was a time in the history of the world when people 
needed to be more careful what they hear and what they 
read than now. 

I noticed yesterday, and it attracted my attention be- 

cause I had preached particularly Thursday in Chicago, on 

Repentance, Confession and Restitution, an article by a 

theatrical manager—a man who has written a play,— (and 
you would wonder why he struck on this line)—to the effect 

that sinners do not need to confess their sins where that 

confession would give anybody else any pain or suffering; 
and so, you see, the devil gets in his licks in every way that 

he can. 

Zion teaches the Word of God: that the sinner must 

confess if he is shot for it, and that he must confess his 

wrongs to those whom he has wronged; and here a writer of 

a play and a theatrical manager—and the press heralds his 

so-called “sermon” throughout the world — says that if a 

man’s wife has broken her marriage vows, she should never 

confess it to her husband, because that would give him pain 
and suffering; and enunciates as a principle of thought and 

action that sinners should not confess their sins, for it is 

not necessary. 

Now, when a man stands up and condones transgres- 
sion,— when a man stands up and sympathizes with the 

wickedness of humanity,—when a man stands up and tells 

the people, “Well, it is not so very bad after all: if you 

have sinned, others have sinned;”—that is a great comfort, 
is it not? That is the old saying that misery loves com- 

pany. It is such a comfort, when you have sinned, to know 

that somebody else has sinned. Is it? 

Oh, one hears all kinds of stuff! The other day there 

came out an article by a prominent woman advocating that 

ladies should smoke cigarets and laughing at the old-time 

book ism that would deny a woman the right to smoke 

cigarets even walking down the streets of a city; and so 

the devil is rampant. 

The Bride of Christ Must be Prepared and Wait His 

Coming 

Oh, it is an interesting time in which we are living, and 

it means more to be a Christian today than it has ever meant 

before. Why? Because this company of people, in the last 

days, must be tried and purified and gotten ready here for 

the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anyone ought to be able to see that for the company of 

men and women who are going to be ready when Christ 

comes, it means something. Those who have gone on be- 

fore—“the spirits of just men made perfect”—have been in 

school in Heaven; they have been going on and on; but the 

last company must get its preparation HERE. 

That preparation involves REPENTANCE of all sins; 
It involves CONFESSION of all wrongs; 

It involves RESTORATION, even if it takes the last 

cent you have. 
It involves the FAITH of God; 
It involves OBEDIENCE—the disobedient shall never 

inherit the Kingdom of God. 

Signs that All Can See 

Some of the signs of the last days, as we are told in the 

Epistles of Paul, are that men shall be heady, proud, boast- 

ful ; and that children shall be disobedient to parents; and 

that men shall be truce breakers. “Truce breakers, boast- 

ful,”—and there never was a time when men bragged as 

much about their achievements as they do now; there never 

was a time when men were so suspicious of each other as 

they are now. 

No man can be a power who has any uncertainty about 

his own position. No man can be a power who is half- 

hearted. A half-hearted Elder, a half-hearted Deacon or 

Deaconess, a half-hearted Member, a half-hearted Seventy 
will never be able to do very much good in the Master’s Vine- 

yard. It is an excellent thing for a man to say: “I know 

what I believe.” “I know in Whom I believe, and I am 

anchored.” 

Christians Should be Firmly Established in the Faith 

I recognize that one of the great difficulties many peo- 

ple have to encounter is instability. The mighty Apostle of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, Peter, lacked stability; and it was 

Peter’s tongue that often got him into trouble. There are 

some very good people, today, who lack stability: they are 

not settled—they are not established—they are not rooted 

and grounded; and I want to get these things before you so 

that you will become established. 

Doubt Leads to Carelessness and Indifference 
\ 

We can have no interests in the second coming of Christ 
unless it is true. 

If there is any doubt in your heart that Jesus the Christ 
is really and truly coming again, then you will become care- 

less and indifferent and unconcerned; and instead of dwell- 
ing in “the secret place of the Most High,” you will follow 
Christ afar off, saying simply, “I will try to keep sight i 

of Him, so that if there is anything really in it, I will be 
able to catch up some way.” 

Jesus is Really Coming Again 

Zion should lay hold of this glorious doctrine that Je- 
sus is coming again. Really and truly, in the same manner 

as He went away, so He is coming again—not spiritually, 
not when one dies,—BUT HE IS COMING IN PERSON, 
IN HIS GLORIFIED BODY; and when He comes He will 
bring with Him the righteous—the saints who have gone 
on before; and there will be a company awaiting His coming 
who have their lamps trimmed and burning, with oil in their 
vessels: a company ready for translation. 

You may be a part of that company, I do not know. 
God has not seen fit to let us know the exact day and the 
hour when the Lord will come, but He has hung signs in the 
sky and He has put signs all around us, and He has pointed 
out that when we see things—just as when we see the fig- 
tree putting out her leaves we know that summer is nigh— 
we shall know that He is nigh. So far as the signs are con- 

cerned, they are very ominous. 

Zion Must First be Built Up 

I want to tell you what I believe will be necessary be- 
fore the Lord comes: 

I believe that Zion has to be built up. 
I believe that is the plain teaching of the Word of God: 

that it is “when the Lord shall build up Zion” that He will 

appear in His glory. I believe that the “restoration of all 
things” has to be started, because it is during that time that 
the Lord will make His second appearance. 

I believe that the stone without hands must be taken 
out of the mountain; and that work must be begun before 
the Lord comes. 

I believe that the Bride must be got ready; and I do not 
believe for a minute that the so-called Churches of today are 

the Bride of Christ. I believe there are some in them that 
belong to the Bride of Christ. 

I do not believe that the Bride of Christ goes to theaters. 
I do not believe that the Bride of Christ indulges in to- 

bacco and whisky. 
I do not believe that the Bride of Christ sits down in 

the lap of the world and permits the world to put his arms 

around her. 
I do not believe that the Bride of Christ is engaged in 

flirtation with the world, the flesh and the devil. 
The Bride of Christ is a virgin. 
The Bride of Christ knows no lover except Jesus the 

Christ. 
The Bride of Christ is putting on the wedding garments 

of purity and getting ready for the great wedding. 
You cannot think the world’s thoughts, or speak the 

world’s words, or do the world’s deeds and be a part of the 
Bride of Christ. If you are a part of the Bride of Christ, 
the world will hate you and despise you, and will seek to 

destroy you. 
You cannot deceive God. 
God knoweth them that are His, and them that are His 

know God. If you have not the spirit of obedience, then 

you are not God’s. The Christian loves to obey; it is a de- 

light to obey: and the test of a man’s love for God is his 
obedience to God. 

Jesus said: 
“If a man LOVE Me, he will KEEP My words;” and 
“He that hath My commandments and keepeth them, 

he it is that loveth Me.” 
How plainly we are told in the Scriptures that we must 

be doers of the Word and not hearers only! 
The Christian life means activity. 
A mere negative life counts for nothing. 
We want the positive life.. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom of God is not made up of 

negations—it is positive. 

God Has an Authoritative Voice on Earth 

Another point that I want to emphasize this morning, is 

! this: God the Almighty has on this earth, as He had in the 

beginning, some one who represents Him and who speaks 
with authority. 

If this organization has no Divine authority; if I can 

“do-as-I-like and go-as-I-please” and if you can do the same; 
if you are under the authority of no one, and if there is no 

Divine authority on this earth, then what is the use to 
bother ? 

If I did not believe that I was called of God Almighty to 
this position, I would walk off this platform this morning, 
and I would not think of being such a fool as to stay in a 

position to which I had not been called. Any man that 
stands up and calls himself “a preacher” and talks about 

“preaching the Gospel,” whom God has not called, is a fool- 
ish man. It is quite evident to me that there are hundreds 
who are doing it, because their utter failure is positive proof 
that God the Almighty has never selected them and has 
never sent them out. God’s messengers do not fail. 

Satan Has Robbed Nearly Every Bible Doctrine 

Not only has satan robbed God’s people of the glorious 
doctrine of the second coming of Christ, but he has robbed 
them of nearly every other doctrine of the Bible. You can 

find preachers today who laugh at the Atonement; you can 

find them who laugh at the supernatural; you can find them 
who hoot at the idea of Divine authority; and about the only 

thing they can think when Zion comes along and lays down 
this fundamental position of authority is “The Pope of 
Rome.” Well, a Church that God has not called into exis- 
tence and men in a Church that God has not called, is no- 

thing but a human organization—nothing but a man-made 

affair, and it is destined to be overthrown and absolutely 
destroyed. 

Obedience is a spirit—“the spirit of obedience.” The 
mother says of her naughty boy, “Johnny has got a naughty 
spirit in him.” She is right about that. She may not 
know it, but she is teaching what the Word of God says 
when she says that, and it is true. Johnny has a naughty 
spirit in him, and it is of the devil. Johnny is not the only 
little boy that has a naughty spirit in him: there are lots 
of big boys that have naughty spirits in them. The spirit of 
disobedience is rampant in the land. We have all to learn 
to obey, and it is very hard for some people to learn to obey. 

There is nothing in the Word of God to the effect that 

you should destroy your will, but you should submit your 
will to God’s will;—that is the teaching of the Word of God. 

Another thing: Men and women that are truly con- 

verted, regenerated, justified, and that are being cleansed 
and purified and sanctified, do not need any exhortation to 
do their duty. You do not have to take a club and beat a 

thoroughly sound apple tree to make it bear apples. You 
do not have to stand up and throw rocks at it and growl at it 
to get it to bear apples. No; it will bear apples without all 
that. 

Well, now, the same thing is true of men and women 

who have been truly converted and born from above: they 
will bear the fruits of the Spirit and you cannot keep them 
from doing it. A man who has to be exhorted to go to 
Church has never been converted. If he had been converted 

you could not keep him away from Church,—he would not 
absent himself from the House of God on the Lord’s Day. 
You do not need to run after a man who has been soundly 
converted to keep him from the beer garden—he has not any 
desires in that direction. God has taken out the old stony 
heart and given him a heart of flesh, you see. There is the 

position. 
Holy Living! 
What do I care about men and women professing to be 

Christians when they are lying and cheating and stealing 
all the week?—and that is just what a great many of them 
are doing, and it is getting worse and worse all the time. 

i 

A Picture of Social Conditions in the United States 

I notice a statement here by Edmund Shaftsbury of 
Washington, D. C., that in one year more than one hundred 
thousand men and women have committed suicide. I notice 
also the statement that one million men and women in the 
United States have been divorced; that there are at the pres- 
ent time a million mothers and fathers of the coming gen- 
eration who have been cursed by mistakes in courtship and 
selection. 

These are some of the facts, and there are hundreds of 
other facts that show us the godlessness and the utter rotten- 
ness of present civilization. There is a lovely veneer, there 
is not any question about that. 

Now he says: “In regard to people telling us that the 
world is growing better, so they said of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah; so they said in Greece when she was tottering to her 
ruin; so the Romans cried while the Mongolian posterity 
was swooping down upon them; so Louis XIV shouted as the 
sun set on oppressed France; and so the wise (?) men of 
today, like their prototypes of Noah’s day, seek to tell us i 
that the world is growing better.” 

Here is what he says about the population of the United 
States: 

“Ninety-seven per cent of all the people of the United 
States are dishonest; ninety-eight per cent of them are care- 

lessly selfish; ninety-nine per cent are cowards; ninety- 
seven per cent are filthy; ninety per cent are criminals, 
ninety per cent are mean by nature.” 

That is his arraignment, and that is right in keeping 
with what Christ said: “When the Son of man cometh, 
shall He find the faith upon the earth?” “Evil men shall 
wax worse and worse.” 

Now, I hope and pray to God that we will so live that 
we will not be included in the ninety-nine per cent. We 
ought to be a part of the one per cent. 

In elaborating on this statement, he says: 
“About forty per cent act on the principle that ‘Honesty 

is the best policy,’ and they use it as a policy and not as a 

virtue. They will not break a law or cheat, for instance, 
where there is the slightest possibility of detection: for 
that would mean ruin and disgrace; but they will give a 

false answer: ‘I was not at home;’ ‘I have no money with 
me;’ I have a prior engagement;’ ‘You sang beautifully;’ 
‘Your hat is lovely;’ ‘These goods are the best I have ever 

been able to offer for the money.’ ” 
“You think you can have faith in the clergymen. Select 

the one that most impresses you and get into his private 
life, and you will be surprised at the moral contradictions 
you will find there,” He speaks of a minister who said, 
“ ‘I know what God wants me to do, but if I should do it I 
would be driven from the pulpit and my family would starve: 
therefore I must do less of God’s will and LIVE.’ Herein is 
the confession of dishonesty.” 

A young minister says that on entering the ministry he 
was advised to use tact in raising money, and so forth, and 
he says: “That what they described as ‘tact’ I found to be 
trickery.” 

Then he has a paragraph on “Selfishnessand in this 
chapter, known as “The Black Chapter,”—which is the title 
of it, he exposes some of the great frauds in connection 
with city governments—how city governments rob the tax- 
payers of millions of dollars; and he says that the man who 
steals a loaf of bread when hungry, gets a year in the peni- 
tentiary, while the man who loots a bank of five or six thous- 
and dollars gets but six months in a beautifully furnished 
cell, and when he has served about four months, he is par- 
doned. We know how true that is right here in the State of 
Illinois. 

Now, Zion must present a striking contrast to these 
conditions. It is not a question of numbers, it is not a ques- 
tion of quantity: it is a question of QUALITY,—and we 

would better have a Gideon’s band of three hundred than to 
have fifty thousand half-baked. 

Jesus the Christ never concealed from anybody what it 
meant to be a Christian and, God helping me, I will never 

do it. I want people to know what it means to be a Zion 
man, what it means to be a Zion woman. The Lord Jesus 
Christ told them plainly what it meant to become His dis- 

ciples. He was not after numbers. He let them know just 

what self-denial, what hardships, what persecutions it 
meant, and what kind of a death they might have to die if 
they became His disciples: as much as to say, “Now, you would better count the cost; you would better see what it 
means to be My disciple;” and, you know, He had very few 
disciples. When you think of the Son of God, and when 
you think of the miracles that He wrought, how He opened the eyes of one born blind and how He raised the dead—you wonder at the few disciples He had. In the sixth of John 
it is said: “Many of them walked no more with Him;” and 
Jesus asked the twelve whether they would also go away, and they answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go.” 

Zion City was Founded of Divine Motive 

Now, my brothers and sisters, I want you to be rooted 
and grounded in regard to Zion City. If you do not believe 
that God established it, you cannot be of any value what- 
ever. If you believe that God established it, then you can 
believe in final victory. If I did not believe that God estab- 
lished it, I would go in the other direction, for it would be 
the last place that I would want to live; and the last thing that I would do would be to toil and sacrifice to build it. 

No man can believe in ultimate victory here unless he 
believes in the Divine origin of the City. I want you to get hold of that. When a man believes in its Divine origin, then he believes that the time is coming when nobody can 
live here execpt those that are right. 

God is able to take care of what He has established. 
Let us not fear because of evildoers. Let us welcome op- 
position it is a good sign. If the devil lets you absolutely 
alone, that is pretty good proof that he has got you; but 
I tell you, as long as you are in the hollow- of God’s hand, the devil can never touch you. If you have got on the Chris- 
tian armor, no dart that he ever hurls can pierce you; and, 
as I told you on Wednesday night: the more of the religion of Christ you get, the more sense you will have; and the 
more of the religion of Christ you get, the less cents you will 
have. In the first case, “sense;” and in the second case, “cents:” because if you have the religion of Jesus Christ! 
you see the needs of this old sin-cursed world, and you will 
not be able to hoard up very much. 

It is not by talking that we shall win, it is by doing. 

Zion Must Now Go Foward 
By 

DEACONESS A. 0. LEE 

Many nations of the earth tonight 
Are rent with war and strife, 

And the news of dpath and suffering 
Makes sad our daily life. 

Yet we feel this awful struggle 
Has only just begun, 

And many a weary month may pass 
Before the victory’s won. 

We see the church on every side 
So formal, dead and cold ; 

They do not live for Christ the King 
And preach the gospel old. 

There seems a heavy darkness 
Now settling o’er the earth; 

And as the night approaches 
There comes a dreadful dearth. 

But in the midst of this conflict, 
An awful night of sin— 

Another nation rises, 
Which must the victory win. 

’Tis not by might and not by powder, 
But by my Spirit saith the Word— 

Zion Must Now Go Forward, 
And on, her armour gird. 

Her helmet is salvation, 
Her sword the Word of God; 

And many a blessing has come to earth, 
Where e’er the saints have trod. 

This nation is so small, SO SMALL, 
I hear my critic say,— 

That is quite true my brother 
But There’ll Come a Better Day. 

Great things have small beginnings 
And if every link in the Zion chain 

Holds firm and true for righteousness 
The work will NOT BE VAIN. 

Let us rally to the standard, 
Let us raise the banner high, 

Preach a free and full salvation 
And tell them Christ is nigh. 

There is no time to idle, 
To falter and to wait, 

We must be up and doing, 
If we’d enter the pearly gate. 

Every wrong must be made right, 
Every sin be put away. 

Lay the Foundation Deep, friend, 
Get on the Rock to Stay. 

...u. 

For the time has come, dear people, 
When all who are going through, 

Will have to show their colors 
And prove themselves TRUE BLUE. 

If we are going to stand the test 
And come through the fire pure gold, 

We’ll have to let the dross burn out, 
And be a witness bold. 

“And the knowledge of Jehovah shall cover 
As the waters cover the sea.” 

He’ll come for you and me, 
If we will faithful be. 
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