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NEWS OF THE WORLD 

REPLY TO GERMANY 

Insist upon Rights of Neutrals — Pos- 
sible for Submarine Captains to Visit 
Vessels — Reinsists upon Repara- 
tion — Warns German Govern- 

ment Americans Want Peace 

On July 24, what is conceded the final 
word from the United States to Ger- 
many, over the destruction of the Lusi- 
tania, was published in newspapers! 
throughout the country. The note is 
couched in terms which convey the im- 
pression that the period of communica- 
tions has passed, and that the relations 
of the two countries in future are to be 
decided by the German government in 
the conduct of her submarine warfare. 
In language that cannot be misunder- 
stood, the German government is told 
that the United States will contend for 
the freedom of the seas from whatever 
quarter violated, without compromise, 
and at any cost, and a solemn warning 
is given that a repetition of acts similar 
to the Lusitania affair will be regarded 
as deliberately unfriendly. Extracts 
from the note are herewith given, the 
opening paragraphs being as follows: 

“The note of the imperial German 
government dated the 8th of July, 1915, 
has received the careful consideration 
of the government of the United States, 
and it regrets to be obliged to say that 
it found it very unsatisfactory, because 
it fails to meet the real differences be- 
tween the two governments, and indi- 
cates no way in which the accepted 
principles of law and humanity may be 
applied in the grave matter in contro- 
versy, but proposes, on the contrary, ar- 

rangement for a partial suspension of 
those principles which virtually sets 
them aside. 

Cargo Must First be Inspected 

“The government of the United States 
notes with satisfaction that the imperial 
German government recognizes without 
reservation the validity of the principles 
insisted upon in the several communica- 
tions which this government has ad- 
dressed to the imperial government with 
regard to its announcement of a war 

zone and the use of submarines against 
merchantmen on the high seas — the 
principle that the high seas are free, 
that the character and cargo of a mer- 

chantman must first be ascertained be- 
fore it can lawfully be seized or de- 
stroyed, and that the lives of noncom- 

batants may in no case be put in jeo- 
pardy unless the vessel resists, or seeks 
to escape after being summoned to sub- 
mit to examination; for a belligerent j 
act of retaliation is per se an act beyond 
the law, and the defense of an act as re- 

taliatory is an admission that it is il- 
legal.” 

Rights of Neutrals 
Of the infringement of the rights of 

neutrals, as defined by accepted inter- 
national law, the following is said: 

“Illegal and inhuman acts, however 
justifiable they may be thought to be 
against an enemy who is believed to have 
acted in contravention of law and hu- 
manity, are manifestly indefensible 
when they deprive neutrals of their ac- 

knowledged rights, particularly when 
they violate the right to life itself. 

II a belligerent cannot retaliate 
against an enemy without injuring the 
lives of neutrals, as well as their prop- 
erty, humanity, as well as justice and 
a due regard for the dignity of neutral 
powers, should dictate that the practice 
be discontinued. 

“If persisted in, it would, in such cir- 
cumstances, constitute an unpardonable 
offense against the sovereignity of the 
neutral nation affected.” 

Possible to Conform to Regulations i 
Attention is drawn to the possibility j 

of conducting submarine operations in j 
accord with the regulations of common 

warfare, in these words: 
“The events of the last two months 

have clearly indicated that it is pos- 
sible and practicable to conduct such 
submarine operations as have char- 
acterized the activity of the imperial 
German navy within the so-called war 

zone in substantial accord wTith the ac- 

cepted practices of regulated warfare. 
“The whole world has looked with in- 

terest and increasing satisfaction at the | 
demonstration of that possibility by Ger-1 
man naval commanders. It is mani- 

festly possible, therefore, to lift the 
whole practice of submarine attack 
above the criticism which it has aroused 
and remove the chief causes of offense. 

Renews Demand for Reparation 

“In view of the admission of illegality | 
made by the imperial government when j 
it pleaded the right of retaliation in de- j 
fense of its acts, and in view of the | 
manifest possibility of conforming to ! 

the established rules of naval warfare, | 
the government of the United States j 
cannot believe that the imperial govern- j 
ment will longer refrain frohi disavow-' 
ing the wanton act of its naval com- j 
mander in sinking the Lusitania, or ! 
from offering reparation of the Ameri- j 
can lives lost, so far as reparation can I 

be made for a needless destruction of 
human life by an illegal act.” 

Will Insist on Freedom of Seas 

The German government is then no- 

tified that the United States will con- 

tend for the freedom of the seas, in the 
following language: 

“The government of the United States 
and the imperial German government 
are contending for the same great ob- 
ject, have long stood together in urging 
the very principles upon which the gov- 
ernment of the United States now so 

solemnly insists. They are both con- 

tending for the freedom of the seas. 

“The government of the United States 
will continue to contend for that free- 
dom, from whatever quarter violated, 
without compromise, and at any cost.” 

“Deliberately Unfriendly” 

The closing paragraphs are, per- 
haps, the most significant: 
“In the meatime, the very value which 

this government sets upon the long and 
unbroken friendship between the people 
and government of the United States 
and the people and government of the 
German nation impels it to press very 
solemnly upon the imperial German 
government the necessity for a scrupu- 
lous observance of neutral rights in this 
critical matter. 

“Friendship itself prompts it to say 
to the imperial government that repeti- 
tion by the commanders of German 
naval vessels of acts in contravention of 
those rights must be regarded by the 
government of the United States, when 
they affect American citizens, as de- 
liberately unfriendly.” 

In the language of diplomacy, the 
words “deliberately unfriendly” have a 

very distinct meaning, well understood 
by every statesman, and these terms are 

employed only upon extreme occasion. 
The Staats Zeitung, a Chicago Ger- 

man paper, in commenting upon the 
note, says: “Germany can never sub- 
mit to the tone of it, and will, as much 
as we are sorry for it, find no other ans- 
wer than the breaking off of diplomatic 
relations.” Further on, the article 
makes the following comment: “The 
note shows the president will break with 
Germany at all hazards. He should 
first ask the people of the United States 
if they are satisfied to be driven into 
war. The note is unworthy of the re- 

public. We hope Germany will not 
blame the people for the present govern- 
ment’s action.” 

American People Opposed to War 

The American people are a peace-lov- 
ing nation; the masses are opposed to 
war, and would only view such an event 
with intense regret. 

The great American Civil War, cover- 

ing a period of four years, and the 
struggle for independence, lasting eight 
years, were brought on by real issues, 
vitally affecting the welfare of the en- 
tire nation; but the present contention 
of President Wilson seems almost a bur- 
lesque and a travesty. That a great na- 

tion of people, with no desire for war, 
should be plunged into this world con- 

flict merely for the sake of a few people 
traveling in English ships, seems almost 
incredible. 

Why can they not travel in American, 
Dutch, Swedish, Norwegian, or Danish 
ships? 

If this nation is so hide-bound to a 
mere technicality of international law, 

then it is about time some man was 

strong and brave enough to break the 
rule. Viewed in the light of succeeding 
events, the far-seeing statesmanship 
and courage of William Jennings Bryan 
in washing his hands of the affair when 
unable to convince his chief of the folly 
of his course, seems all the more pro- 
nounced. 

GREAT ENVELOPING ARMY 

Closes in Around Warsaw — Russians 
may Burn Polish Capital 

The London Times declares human 
history can show no parallel to the tre- 
mendous extent of the German envelop- 
ing army with a front of nearly a thous- 
and miles, stating that it involves re- 

sults of the gravest moment to Russia 
and the western allies. 

From three sides, the Austro-Ger- 
man forces are closing in upon Warsaw, 
like the deadly coils of a serpent, and 
the sacrifice of human life has been al- 
most beyond conception. 

Field Marshal von Hindenburg has 
driven whole battalions to certain 
slaughter in attempts to take the Rus- 
sian strongholds, and in this great cam- 

paign, begun on July 16, it is claimed 
the Germans have lost more than 500,- 
000 men. 

Far to the north, in the region of 
Riga, the cavalry forces of General von 

Buelow are pressing forward, and the 
skies each night are lighted up with the 
fires of burning cities and towns, the 
reflection of which can be seen far out 
into the Baltic. 

To the north of Warsaw, after days 
of desperate fighting, the defenses of 
the Narew river have been taken, and 
the Germans are now facing the stronger 
fortifications along the Bug. The roar 

of cannon can be continually heard in 
Warsaw, thirteen miles away, while 
bands of German troops have broken 
through to within ten miles of the city, 
only to be slaughtered. 

To the southeast of Warsaw, battles 
have been everywhere at their height in 
the efforts of von Mackensen to reach 
the Lublin-Cholm railway. 

The resistance of the Russians has 
been amazing, and at this writing the 
German advance has been temporarily 
checked, although fighting continues 
with unabated fury. Whether Grand 
Duke Nicholas, if forced to evacuate, 
will be able to conduct one of his mas- 

terly retreats and save his army intact, 
cannot be predicted. Von Hindenburg 
and Mackensen, however, are evidently 
striving to envelope his forces. Where- 
ever forced to retreat, the Russians are 

employing the tactics with which they 
harassed Napoleon, by burning all 
bridges and towns behind them. That 
Warsaw will be sacrificed to the flames 
seems almost a certainty. 

Western Allies Inactive 

The campaign in France and Flanders 
present a striking contrast. The armies 
of England and France remain com- 

paratively idle, and no changes of vital 
importance are effected. Considering 
that the interests of the western allies 
are vitally affected, and that every Ger- 
man soldier who can be spared is thrown 
against the Russians, this inaction is 
simply astounding. A careful military 
critic has this week said: “Long-range 
criticism is apt to be silly, but one can- 

not avoid the conclusion that there is 
something radically wrong with the 
campaign of the allies.” 

When France was imperiled by the 
advance on Paris, the Russians, in good 
faith to their compact, swept toward 
Berlin almost to its gates, forcing the 
Germans to heavily withdraw their 
forces, and the present failure of the 
allies to cooperate at a time when so 

urgently needed is breeding a sullen 
resentment in Petrograd. If Russia is 
being sacrificed, she is being sacrificed, 
it seems, to an inexcusable failure on the 
part of England, until recently, to treat 
the war seriously, and to a lack of pre- 
paration. 

Heavy Fighting on Italian Front 

Greater activity is shown along the 
Italian front than anywhere else, ex- 

cept in Poland. Fighting has been in- 
cessant during the past few days, and a 

London report of July 27 states that the 
“most terrible artillery fire ever 

launched, exceeding in violence that of 
the Austro-German forces in Galicia, 
followed by irresistible infantry 
charges” was reported to be opening 
Italy’s way for a decided advance, 

Little is heard from the Dardanelles, 
but from meager reports it seems the 
allies are slowly progressing. 

WORLD CONDITIONS BEYOND 
DESCRIPTION 

Let any careful student of world 
events now transpiring stop and 

thoroughly consider the times in which 
we are living — wars, rumors of war, 
trouble, unrest, industrial strikes, cala- 

mities, disasters, destruction; uncounted 
multitudes of women and children wan- 

dering, dazed and destitute, with only 
some slight belongings snatched up as 

they flee in terror from their burning 
homes; with people living upon the roots 
and branches of trees, and perishing in 
tens of thousands from hunger; with 
thousands of towns and villages in ruins 
and ashes; with vast areas ravaged and 

despoiled by the tramp of soldiers; with 
more than 21,000,000 men engaged in 

destroying each other, and with most 
of the nations of the world of any con- 

sequence embroiled in the struggle ;with 
8,000,000 of Europe’s finest manhood 
lost during the past twelve months in 
killed, wounded, and missing, and with 
the United States trembling on the 
verge of war! Is it possible to con- 

ceive of the picture? 

GENERAL STRIKE THREATENED 

The past week has been marked by 
strikes around the plants of the Stand- 
ard Oil company, at Bayonne, N. J., ac- 

companied by rioting, in which three 
men were shot dead and many injured. 
The men have now voted to return to 
work, upon a promise of an increase in 
wages. 

According to reports, an agreement 
seems to have been reached in the Re- 
mington Arms strike at Bridgeport, 
Conn., but it is now predicted that there 
will be an immediate “general strike of 
machinists and metal trades workers 
engaged in the manufacture of war 

munitions throughout the country,” un- 

less the demands of the men are com- 

plied with, it seems, are primarily for 
“an eight hour day and an increase of 
wages to the minimum figure set by the 
union.” 

That this agitation is the result of 
German influence through secret agents 
seems generally believed, although it is 
difficult to secure tangible evidence. 
That there is a wide-spread and well 
organized movement afoot looking to 
the prevention of munitions reaching 
the allies seems all the more evident 
from the fact that three Cleveland firms 
engaged in turning out arms and sup- 
plies were this week notified by govern- 
ment officials of a plot to blow up their 
plants. 

S. S. EASTLAND TURNS TURTLE 

Over 2500 People Aboard — Occurs in 
Heart of Chicago — One of the Great- 

est Disasters in History of 
Country 

One of the most awful disasters in the 
history of the country occurred last Sat- 
urday, July 24, when the S. S. Eastland 
turned turtle in the Chicago river, 
crowded on every deck with excursion- 
ists. 

This terrible catastrophe, occurring 
at our very threshold, seems all the 
more horrible when we consider that it 
happened in the heart of the great city 
of Chicago, on a calm summer morning, 
in a narrow stream, and with the vessel 
fastened to its moorings. 

About 7000 tickets had been distri- 
buted up to 7:00 a. m. Saturday to the 
employees of the Western Electric com- 

pany, for a picnic trip to Michigan City, 
Indiana. Five steamers are said to 
have been chartered, but at the time e" 
the accident only one other, the Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, had arrived. 

A crowd of happy, laughing, joking 
excursionists in holiday attire streamed 
down to the dock in the early morning, 
and it was estimated that from 2500 to 
3000 people were admitted on board the 
steamer before the gang-planks were 

drawn. A moment later, the big vessel 
began to list heavily, and soon turned 
completely on its side, throwing its pre- 
cious cargo into the murky waters of 
the stream. In an instant the river was 

full of a struggling, shrieking mass of 
humanity, and men on the dock, 
paralyzed for a moment by the awful- 
ness of the scene, plunged to the rescue. 

Hundreds were imprisoned inside and 
underneath the vessel, unable to rise, 
while great numbers of women and chil- 

dren, hurled into the waters and unable 
to keep afloat, sank to their death. 

A great many who, happened to be 
on the upper side of the boat when it 
went down clung there like flies until 
rescued. 

Relief parties were rushed to the 
scene, and a passage was drilled through 
the steel hull, by the use of acetylene 
gas, to the death chamber. During thr 

day the bodies were removed at the rate 
of one per minute. 

Nets had been stretched across the 
river to catch floating bodies, but it is 
believed many drifted down the stream 
before this precaution was taken. It 
is impossible to get a correct idea of the 
number lost, but the present estimate is 
nearly 1200 dead, with almost 400 
missing. 

All Chicago was stunned by the 
tragdedy, and the question on every lip 
was, “Who is to blame?” All kinds 
of conflicting stories have appeared in 
the daily press, but one fact stands out 
with perfect clearness: the vessel was 

allowed to become loaded to the extreme 
limit, while the ballast tanks were im- 
properly filled. In this way, it became 
top-heavy, and careened over. 

COMMANDER REASONABLE AND 
COURTEOUS 

The American steamship Leelanaiv 
was sunk by a German submarine on 

July 25, off the coast of Scotland. The 
vessel was bound from Archangel, Rus- 
sia, to Belfast, Ireland, with a cargo of 
flax, which is regarded by the German 
government as contraband of war. Ac- 
cording to official statements, the rules 
of visit and search were followed to the 
letter by the submarine commander, and 
due precautions were taken for the 
safety of the crew before the vessel was 

torpedoed. 
No serious complications are antici- 

pated over the occurrence. Should Ger- 
many always Show the same considera- 
tion in her submarine warfare, there 
would be no difficulty in Amreican re- 

lations. 

PLANS TO DEVELOP ARMY AND 
NAVY 

President Wilson has at last recognized 
the need of a strong army and a power- 
ful navy as a means of police protection 
for our vast seaboard. He has called 
for reports on the subject from the 
heads of the war and navy departments. 
The army plans, according to Washing- 
ton reports, look to the building up of 
an army of half a million men, regulars 
and militia, which could bear the brunt 
of the fighting in an emergency, while 
a great volunteer army was being train- 
ed. It is claimed that the millions of 
American men capable of bearing arms 

are now “as powerless to stop an in- 
vasion as an undeveloped gold mine in 
Alaska -would be to stop a panic in Wall 
Street.” 

President Wilson is seeking informa- 
tion from all possible sources, and parti- 
cularly desires the navy to stand on an 

equality in modern efficiency with that 
of any other nation of the world. 

SCENES OF VIOLENCE IN HAITI 
Scenes of the most violent disorder 

are taking place at Port au Prince, the 
capital of Haiti. A rebellion has been 
in progress there since in March, but, 
owing to the great over-shadowing 
events in other parts of the world, only 
the most meager reports have been pub- 
lished. A reign of terror has prevailed 
for the past two weeks, and on July 27, 
one hundred and sixty political pris- 
oners, including ex-President Zamor, 
were executed by order of General Oscar, 
supporter of President Guillaume. Af- 
ter the massacre in the prison, revolu- j 
tionists stormed the palace and public 
buildings, dragging General Oscar out 
and lynching him. After several hours 
of defense, President Guillaume took re- 

fuge in the French legation, from 
whence he was taken on July 28 by the 
infuriated populace and shot to death. 

RED CROSS REMAINS IN MEXICO 

Early in the week, it was reported that 
the Red Cross had virtually abandoned 
their campaign for the relief of non- 

combatants in Mexico City. Later, i 

however, President Wilson told officials 
of the organization not to become dis- 
couraged by handicaps, but to continue 
the relief work. The following appeal 
has been received from representatives 
of the foreign colonies in Mexico City: 

“Fresh reports have been received of 

1 —--- 

murder, robberies, and outrages against 
foreigners as well as Mexicans through- 

I out the country. In despair, we again 
| appeal for relief for suffering, starving 
| Mexico, powerless to save itself, in the 
i agony of destruction by its own un- 

i worthy offspring, supplied with arms 

and ammunition from the United States, 
| the country to which unarmed Mexico 
i looks for salvation.” 

TWO MILLION DIVORCES 
Bishop William H. Moreland, in an 

address at the World’s Congress last 
week, on Marriage and Divorce, said 
that two million American homes de- 
stroyed in fifty years is the record of 
the divorce court. Bishop Moreland 
urged the federal government to as- 

: sume jurisdiction over marriages and 
take steps to prevent secret weddings. 

IMPROVEMENT IN STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

A decided recovery in the iron and 
steel industry of the country is reported, 
many plants now operating in full capa- 
city. The improvement since the be- 
ginning of the calendar year is phenom- 

j enal, conditions being, in many in- 
i stances, 300 per cent, better than in 
January. While war orders constitute 
negligible quantity. Increased buying 
in structural lines is gratifying, and the 
railroads have begun buying material to 
a certain extent. 

ROOSEVELT ADVOCATES PRE- 
PAREDNESS 

In a speech before the Panama-Pacific 
Exposition on July 21, Colonel Theodore 
Roosevelt spoke of the danger to this 
country of the lack of military prepara- 
tion, his contention being that a strong, 
well-trained regular army is a means of 
defense and protection. Mr. Roosevelt 
spoke with all his old-time fire and vig- 
or, and his speech is considered one of 
the most powerful protests against the 
present policy delivered before the 
American public in years. 

The following extracts are quoted: 
“I firmly believe that there should be 

universal military service for our young 
men, on the Swiss model.” 

“I advocate preparedness against war 

as the best type of peace insurance. 
Preparedness for war may be not only 
the best but the only corrective for the 
spirit of militarism. Switzerland is the 
most democratic of republics and the 
least militaristic; and yet, relatively to 
its size, it is the one best prepared 
against war. In Switzerland, the boys 
are trained during their last few years 
in the public schools, and after they 
graduate from the public schools they 
serve with the army for four or six 
months, and then for eight or ten days 
every year Tor the next ten years. 

“This training and service, so far 
from hampering the Swiss or Switzer- 
land industrially, has added enormously 
to the industrial efficiency both of the 
individuals and of the nation, and their 
social efficiency also.” 

LIVING CESSPOOLS OF FILTH 

The following racy account of an in- 

cident in an Ohio town, under the 
caption, “Don’t Disgrace the Hog,” is 
both vivid and picturesque: 

“If a woman’s look could kill, there 
would have been a dead fellow here Mon- 
day of last week. A certain lady was 

about to pass the Harger meat market, 
and when she was about in range with 
the door, it opened, and a pint (more or 

less) of tobacco juice was sprayed from 
a (shall we call it a man’s?) mouth, 
just missing her face. In fact, a spray 
did strike her, to her great disgust and 
indignation. 

“The fellow grinned as though it were 

a great joke. If some people must 
make hogs of themselves with the filthy 
weed, let them look before they expector- 
ate in the public streets.” 

APPOINTS COLORED ATTORNEYS 
That Mayor Thompson of Chicago is 

not controlled by race prejudice is shown 
by the fact that he has appointed Ed- 
ward H. Wright, colored attorney, to the 
important position of first assistant cor- 

poration counsel. Two other colored 
attorneys have also been appointed to 
positions on the city law department 
within the past three weeks. It is also 
reported that Edward H. Morris, a col- 
ored attorney and former state legisla- 
tor, will either be appointed a member 
of the board of education, or a member 
of the public library board. 


