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KOVNO FALLS 

Before Great German Howitzers—Petro- 
grad in Fear of Attack—Balkan Crisis Im- 
minent—Shrewd Diplomacy of Allies— 
Germany Surrounded by Wall of Steel— 

Great Military Skill Shown 
The retreat of the Russians in Poland 

continues and they are steadily falling 
back from one line of defense to another. 
The Germans seem bent upon finishing 
their work before leaving the Russian 
front. 

The movements of the week have cen- 

tered around the taking of Kovno, which 
was accomplished on August 17. This 
powerful fortress, considered one of the 
strongest along the Russian front, came 

under the personal eye of Field Marshal 
von Hindenburg, and was subjected to 
direct attack scarcely a week. 

The six great forts defending the city 
were simply blown into fragments by the 
incessant battering of Germany’s great 42- 
centimeter howitzers and a vast number of 
smaller field pieces. 

This is the most important German vic- 
tory since the fall of Warsaw, and fore- 
casts the surrender of a long line of forti- 
fied positions. 

Vilna will, perhaps, be the next point of 
attack. The Germans already occupy cer- 

tain positions along the line of the War- 
saw-Petrograd railway. 

There is much speculation as to whether 
von Hindenburg will launch a campaign 
against Petrograd, the Russian capital. A 
Petrograd newspaper, in discussing the 
matter, says: 

“There is an enormous difference be- 
tween the Avar of 1812 and the present con- 

flict. The Germans are hurling against 
Russia forces equh’alent to seven such in- 
vasions as that of Napoleon, and supported 
by the latest technical appliances, whereas 
in 1812 the Russian army in the latter 

respect Avas fully on a par Avith the French. 
“The Germans are infinitely better 

posted as to the positon of Russia than 

Napoleon, and they are incapable of re- 

garding Moscoav as the key to the empire. 
They knoAV that Petrograd is the political 
center, and it is only half as far from Riga 
as Moscow. It is only a. night’s railway 
journey between Riga and Petrograd, and 
the distance of tAvo hundred and sixty 
miles over good roads and two lines of 

raihvay does not offer insuperable difficul- 
ties. This is no second war of 1812, but 

something far more serious.” 
This evident anxiety bodes ill for the 

Russian empire. 
Portion of French Populace Restive 

It is a significant fact that a consider- 
able element of the French populace are 

becoming so restive under the “nibbling 
tactics” of General Joffre that an agitation 
has been started for his removal. They 
want a man of action, who will launch a 

general attack. 
That both England and France expected 

a powerful offensive against their lines 
soon after the fall of Warsaw, is evident: 
but this has so far failed to materialize. 

The present Balkan situation presents 
uncertainties, and there is a great division 
of opinion as to whether Germany will 

next turn against the western front or in 

the direction of Constantinople. She may 
throw an army against both simultaneous- 

ly: but this is hardly likely. 
The consummate military skill of Ger- 

many in being able to hold her western 

front during the past months against the 

armies of two powerful nations, with a 

comparatively small force, has caused the 

amazement of the entire world. 
Italians Comparatively Inactive 

But little lias transpired of importance 
along the Italian border during the past 
week. A mere glance at the map will suf- 

fice to show how little has really been ac- 

complished by this Italian invasion. In 

fact, after many weeks of fighting, the 
Italian armies are' only just well across 

the border, and their further progress is 

blocked by a lofty range of the Alps. 
Turkey’s Position Grows More Perilous 

The position of Turkey evidently is crit- 

ical, in spite of German assurances that 

her fortifications are impregnable. With 

the Russian fleet inflicting great damage 
upon her ships in the Black Sea, with 

French and English submarines harrass- 

ing in the Sea of Marmora, with the allies 

and their fleet hammering incessantly at 

the Gallipoli peninsula and the Dardan- 

elles, and with the Balkan states blocking 
the way in the north to German relief, the 

question arises, How long can she hold 

out, unless Germany succeeds in reaching j 
her with supplies? 
Balkans May Change Entire Course of 

War 
That the Balkan situation may change 

the entire course of the war, is very prob- 
able. Coming just at this time, it may 
divert a large German force to the south, 
which would otherwise be thrown against | 
the French and English in the west. 

That the allies have shown great shrewd-; 
ness in this diplomatic move, is evident: ! 
the outcome, however, hangs in the bal- j 
ance. 

Should the Balkan states decide against 
Germany, the armies of the Kaiser will 
indeed be hemmed in by foes on every side. 
Their position, however, possesses one 

great natural advantage. It is said that 

Napoleon’s favorite method of attack was 

to divide the armies of the enemy, and 
then crush one after the other in turn. 

This is the line of strategy followed by 
the German emperor at the present time 
on a scale never before witnessed in the 
world’s history. 

No solution of the Balkan situation has 
been reached, but a crisis may come at any 
time. The allies are strongly urging the 

points in their favor, while German diplo- 
macy is losing no opportunity to drive 
home the importance of the fall of War- 
saw and the retreat of the Russians. Were 
it not for recent German victories, there 
is little doubt but that the Balkans would 

quickly swerve to the allies. 
The issues raised by the present negotia- 

tions have aroused all the smouldering 
feuds between the Balkan states. One 

thing, however, which seems to have a 

tendency—if reports are correct—to unite 
the disputing factions, has been the 'mobil- 
ization of from 300,000 to 400,000 Austro- 
German troops along the Serbian frontier, 
which is taken as preparatory to crushing 
Serbia and opening a way for the shipment 
of supplies to Turkey. Several points in 

Serbia are being cannonaded by German 

howitzers, and it is a question if Roumania 
will not also be attacked, because of her 

refusal recently to allow munitions of war 

to cross her borders into Turkey. 
Military preparations are said to be go- 

ing forward in the Balkans with feverish 

intensity, and it is apparent that they fear 
an invasion of their territory. 

Even should Bulgaria, or all the Balkan 

states, unite with the allies, the fall of 

Constantinople and the elimination of the 
Turk from Europe will hardly be accom- 

plished without a perfect deluge of blood. 

The kaiser would doubtless throw a vast 

army along the Balkan frontier in an at- 

tempt to cut his way through to Constan- 

tinople, while the Young Turk army would 

fight from behind a perfect bulwark of 

; what arc considered to be among the 

strongest fortifications in the world. 
— 

ALLIES PLAN TO CORNER COTTON 

It has just been announced semiofficially 
! from Washington that the allies expect to 

float loans in the United States during the 

i coming year, approximating $1,000,000- 
000. It is said arrangements for the hand- 

ling of this loan are being completed by 
J.%P. Morgan & Co. of New York. This 

is the result of conferences between Mr. 

Morgan and the British ambassador, Sir 

Cecil Spring-Rice. This vast sum will not 

leave the United States, but will remain in 

the hands of New York bankers, to be 
used in the purchase of supplies. It is not 

expected that this fund will go so much 
for the purchase of war munitions, but 
will be directed especially toward remov- 

ing blockade difficulties in the purchase of 

cotton, grain, and packing-house products. 
This will give England and France a 

corner, largely on the export products of 

the United States. The move is especially 
of paramount importance in regard to the 
cotton situation. It will give the allies 

control of the entire cotton output, which 

will he stored in this country and drawn 

upon from time to time. 

LIN'ER ARABIC TORPEDOED 

Twenty-six Americans Aboard 

Just as we go to press, news is received 

of the torpedoing by a German submarine 
of the British steatner Arabic, of the White 

Star Line, with twenty-six Americans 

aboard. 
The ship had left Liverpool for New 

York, and was torpedoed off Fastnet, a 

small island four miles southwest of Cape j 

Ireland. According to reports, it was tor- 

pedoed without warning, and sank in 
eleven minutes. 

While the general belief prevails that 
all American passengers aboard were res- 

cued, six at present writing are unac- 

counted for. Although so little time was 

given to escape, excellent discipline pre- 

vailed, and twenty-one life-boats were 

lowered, in which it is believed practically 
all passengers ^escaped. 

This action has startled Washington of- 

ficials, and the question everywhere asked, 
is whether the sinking of the Arabic is 

Germany’s answer to the last American 
note concerning the Lusitania. 

The sinking of the ship comes as a sur- 

prise, especially as it was outward bound 
from Liverpool, and is reported to have 
carried no contraband of war. 

LEO M. FRANK LYNCHED 

A Stain on American Civilization 
On August 17, the entire country was 

shocked by a report of the lynching of Leo 
M. Frank, near Marietta, Georgia. 

Shortly before midnight on the night of 

August 16, a mob surprised the guard 
sleeping in bunks surrounding the prison 
where Frank was retained, and dragged 
him from the dormitory. Placing him in 
an automobile, they rushed him to a spot 
more than one hundred miles from the 
state prison farm, where his body was 

found hanging from a tree, at daylight. 
The American people are familiar with 

the way in which Frank was convicted of 
the murder of Mary Phagan by a pre- 

judiced Atlanta jury, and sentenced to 

death. He was superintendent of the Na- 
tional Pencil company, in the basement of 
which building the girl’s body was found, 
and the evidence was circumstantial. 

The manner of conducting his trial 
was grossly unfair, and the judge who 
sentenced him afterward expressed doubt 
of his guilt. Frank was a Jew, and it is 

thought this had much to do with creating 
prejudice against him. Repeated attempts 
were made to secure a new trial, but these 
were baffled. A plea for a writ of habeas 

corpus in the Federal District court and, 
finally, in the Supreme court, also failed. 

Just before the date set for his exe- 

cution, his sentence wras commuted to life 

imprisonment by Governor Slaton, al- 

though for days afterward the governor 
himself was besieged by a mob for doing 
so. 

Removed to the state prison farm, a fel- 
low convict crept to the side of Frank’s 
bunk in the dead of night, and horribly 
slashed his throat. From this wound he 
was just recovering at the time of his re- 

moval at the hands of a mob. 
His lynching is characteristic of the pre- 

judice and lawlessness prevailing in that 

part of the United States. Such an act is 
an ineffaceable stain on American civil- 

ization, and is condemned in the most un- 

measured terms by prominent people 
throughout the country. 

Mrs. J. F. Fitzgerald, honorary president 
of the Daughters of the Confederacy, in 

speaking of the matter, said: 
“The lynching of Frank is as much a 

disgrace to the state of Georgia as if the 
state had hung him in the first place. I 

do not*think, and never have thought, he 
was guilty. Any one who has read the 
evidence and watched the case closely can 

see that he was convicted on prejudice, 
not on evidence.” 

The same view has been voiced by thou- 
sands of eminent people, including con- 

gressmen, judges of the court, lawyers, 
etc., all over the land. 

Ex-Governor Slaton, when informed of 

the lynching Avas deeply shocked and in- 

dignant. 
“The act Avas a consummate outrage,” 

said Mr. Slaton, “and every man engaged 
in the lynching should be hanged, §or he 

! is an assassin. Such an act is contrary to 

the civilization of Georgia, and one which 

every good citizen Avill condemn. 
“I could not use language too condemn- 

| atory. I believe the governor of Georgia 
Avill use all the poAver of the state to pun- 

ish the malefactors Avho disgraced the civil- 

ization of Georgia. 
“Their act was one of coAvardice, which 

belongs alone to the assassin. 
“I am shocked and horrified beyond ex- 

pression. Any man avIio approves of this 

action of the mob of murderers is un- 

worthy to be a Georgian. 
“Any man or newspaper A\Thich con- 

dones this offense ought to be driven out 

of the state. But the conduct of this mis- 

erable mob of assassins is the conduct of 

the same sort of people Avho shoot a man 

frpm behind a fence, or murder a Avoman 

from a eoAvardly heart. 

“If I knew of any stronger language, I 
would use it.” 

Threats had been made against the life 
of Frank for weeks, and the fact that the 
state prison was no better guarded is in- 
excusable. 

It is impossible for any one unfamiliar 
with the South to understand conditions 

prevailing there. Lynchings, shooting af- 

fairs, and street duals are a common occur- 

; rence. Let a man cross the prejudices of 
the people, and his life is in danger. The 
victims of their intense hatred are dragged 
through the streets, strung to telegraph 
poles, and riddled with bullets. By pre- 

tending to avenge crimes, the people of 
the South lower themselves far below the 
level of brutes. 

It is to be hoped that the lynching of 
Frank will go a long way toward causing 
a revulsion of sentiment among the better 
classes of the South. If his death will be 
the means of wiping out the curse of 
Southern lynchings, he shall not have 
died in vain. 

HURRICANE STRIKES GALVESTON 

The worst hurricane since 1900 struck 

Galveston, Texas on August 16. The 
storm struck the city in the forenoon, at 

a velocity of thirty-four miles an hour, 
and by nine o’clock in the evening had 
increased from sixty-five to ninety miles 
an hour. However, the great sea walls 

held, and the loss of life is comparatively 
small, but fourteen persons being reported 
drowned in the city. 

The property damage, which was very 

heavy, cannot, at the present writing, be 

ascertained, but it is believed to run far 

up into the millions of dollars. Two fires 
broke out and burned for many hours in 
the midst of the furious gale. 

Backwater piled up in the streets from 
three to five feet deep. Warning of the 

tropical storm had been given in ample 
time, and no vessels had left port during 
the day. 

Eighteen soldiers were killed at Texas 

City, and about one hundred deaths are 

reported from various points outside Gal- 
1 veston. 

The storm extended trom the Mexican 

border as far east as Florida, and heavy 
damage resulted in small towns along the 

gulf coast. 
Two marines were washed overboard 

from the battleship New Hampshire and 
drowned while the vessel was sailing 
through the hurricane. 

REPLY OF FACTIONAL LEADERS 
AWAITED 

A vast amount of material has appeared 
in the columns of the daily press, this past 
week, relative to the Mexican situation. 

Carefully analyzed, however, it resolves 
itself into a few simple facts, one of which 
is that although President Wilson, in con- 

junction with the representatives of six 
Pan-American powers, has sent a note to 

tin1 various factional leaders in Mexico 

asking them to get together in a peace 
conference and settle their differences by 
the formation of a central government, 
none of them, at this writing, have res- 

ponded, except Villa, who has agreed to 

the plan. 
General Carranza is still working for re- 

cognition, and remains defiant in his atti- 
tude toward outside interference. 

The situation is quiet ’.1 Vera Cruz, but 

there has been considerable shooting and 

lawlessness during the week along the Rio 

Grande. General Funston, however, re- 

ports quiet at present along the border. 

Ex-President Taft, when interviewed in 

St. Louis a few night ago, is reported to 

have said: 
“I am in favor of peace, but I am not 

in favor of this foolish sense of security 
which has no foundation. It seems that 
intervention in Mexico will be necessary, 

requiring 250,000 soldiers. 
“I was considering recognition of Mr. 

Huerta when I went out of office, and I 

think our country made a mistake in oust- 

ing Huerta.” 

FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE 
SPREADS 

A large part of northern Illinois, and 

portions of Michigan, Indiana, and Minne- 

sota, are now affected by the new outbreak 

of the foot and mouth disease among live 

stock. 
Dr. Orrin Dyson, state veterinarian at 

Springfield, has stated that the new out- 

break has been traced positively to in- 

fected anti-hog cholera serum manufac- 

tured in Chicago. 

If maladies can be transmitted in a 

serum supposed to combat hog cholera, it 
should be apparent to every one, however 

prejudiced, that diseases of the vilest and 
filthiest type, such as syphilis and scrofula, 
are liable to be conveyed in a serum for 

smallpox which the doctors insist shall be 

injected into the pure, healthy bodies of 
children. 

AUSTRIAN CONTENTION DENIED 

The United States note to the Austro- 

Hungarian government, made public this 

week, while friendly in tone, flatly rejects 
the contention of that nation that the sale 
of war munitions by American firms is a 

violation of neutrality. 
The United States holds that this is an 

unquestioned right uuder international 

law, and that to forbid such sale to one 

nation because another was not in a posi- 
tion to receive them, would in itself be a 

violation of neutrality. 
Attention is drawn to the fact, further- 

more, that during past years, Austria and 

Germany have sold vast quantities of arms 

and ammunition to belligerent nations, and 
never once suggested or applied the prin- 
ciple. Especially was this the case during 
the Boer war, the Crimean war, and the 
Balkan war. 

* 

COMPARATIVE QUIET IN HAITI 

Rear Admiral Caperton, who recently 
arrived at Port au Prince, Haiti, with the 
United States cruiser Washington, seems 

to have succeeded in restoring at least a 

semblance of order in the island republic. 
A new president was elected on August 

12, but recognition will not be given by 
the United States until he demonstrates 
his ability to maintain peace. In the 

meantime, Admiral Caperton will remain 
in control of the situation. 

Haiti is one of the most turbulent of the 
West India islands. In the hundred years 
or more of its independence, only one 

president has completed his term of office, 
all the others being shot, stabbed, poisoned, 
or overthrown. 

VOLCANOES IN ERUPTION 

Vesuvius, Mount Etna, and Stromboli, 
three great volcanoes of Italy, were this 
week in eruption. Residents of Naples, 
Messina, and other cities were thrown into 
a state of terror. Streams of lava poured 
down the slopes of Mount Etna from two 

new craters which opened on her side. 
Severe earthquake shocks were felt at 

Taranto and Brindisi in southern Italy. 

FLURRY IN WHEAT PIT 

A vague rumor of military successes 

closely affecting Russia, linked with the 

canceling of orders of British buyers for 

2,000,000 bushels of wheat, almost caused 
a panic one day last week in the Chicago 
wheat pits, which are considered the 

“pulse” of the world’s grain markets. 

Immediately, the wildest rumors were 

afloat regarding the opening of the Dar- 
danelles and the release of Russia’s great 
stores of grain. 

It soon developed, however, that the re- 

ports were unfounded, and conditions be- 
came normal. 

The sudden cancellation of the huge 
grain orders, however, still remains a mys- 

tery. 

ENGLISH POUND STERLING 
DEBASED 

For the first time in the history of finan- 
cial circles, the American dollar ruled the 

money markets of New York, on August 
16, and became, at least temporarily, the 
standard of the world. Hitherto, London 
has been considered the world’s financial 
hub, the currency’of other nations having 
been based on the value of the English 
pound sterling. A break, however, has 
occurred in foreign exchange rates, the 
English pound sinking to per cent, be- 
low normal, the French franc to 19 per 
cent., and the Italian lira to 25 per cent. 
The Russian ruble is also a heavy discount. 

The simple fact of the matter is that 
since the beginning of the war, Europe has 
bought immense quantities of supplies in 
America, and is now finding difficulty in 

making payment. 

HISTORY SHOULD RECORD 
ADVANCEMENT 

David Stiwr Jordon, president of the 
National Education association, in an ad- 
dress before the convention of that body 
held this week at Oakland, California, 
charged that education, as it has been dis- 

pensed, is one of the leading causes of war. 
He said that history should be a record of 
the growth and advancement of man, and 
not of his destruction. He blamed not 
only the writers of history, but the 
methods of teaching it now employed in 
the public schools. The thought he 
brought out was that some great accom- 

plishments along the lines of progress in 
times of peace were deserving of more at- 
tention than the winning of a battle. 

TRAINING FOR MILITARY SERVICE 

A military instruction camp was opened 
at Plattsburg, New York, about two weeks 
ago, and some 1200 business and profes- 
sional men have gone there from New 
York, Chicago, and other cities. The idea 
originated with General Leonard Wood, 
and is designed for the training of civil- 
ians, in order that they might be able to 

j assume command of volunteer troops in 
the event of war. In the camp, they are 

given a month’s vigorous training. They 
bear all their own expense, occupy a tent, 
and are served only the regular army ra- 

tions. 

According to an announcement from 

Washington, a camp similar in every res- 

pect will be opened at Fort Sheridan, near 

Chicago. The one at Plattsburg is the first 
of its kind in the United States, and the 
one at Fort Sheridan will be the second. 

CHINA MAY AGAIN BECOME 
MONARCHY 

It is claimed that prominent business 
men of China are seriously considering the 

advisability of a monarchial form of gov- 
ernment to replace the republic; also that 
Yuan Shi Kai, president df the Chinese 

republic, is thinking of proclaiming him- 
self emperor. 

At this writing, there has been no of- 
ficial report of the proposed change from 
the legation at Washington. 

One of the president’s supporters has 
stated that if the plan proves feasible, it 
is intended to establish a monarchy within 
two years. 

Yuan Shi Kai has frequently been 
referred to as the “greatest living Chi- 

nese,” and has been likened to Napoleon. 
While of humble origin, his great ability 
is recognized by all political factions of 
China. He has a strong opposition in the 

republican element, and it is doubted if 

they will permit a change of the present 
regime. 

COUNTY NEWS 

MILLIONAIRES EVADE TAXES 

Petitions have been filed with the Lake 
county board of review asking that the 
estates of R. W. Sears, N. A. Steele, S. II. 
Harrington, and F. L. Doming be re- 

assessed on omitted property, subject to 

taxation, covering a period of several 
years past. The claim is made that while 
the personal property belonging to these 
men amounted to millions of dollars, they 
were taxed on but a few hundred dollars. 

It seems that a favorite dodge of these 
Lake county millionaires who also owned 
property in Chicago, was to claim they 
paid their taxes in Cook county, and vice 
versa. 

FAMOUS LOTyS BEDS 

Many people of Lake county are un- 

aware that the vast beds of lotus flowers 
,at Grass Lake, covering an area of about 
six hundred acres, are among the most 
rare in the world. These flowers are a 

native of Egypt, and no one knows how 

they ever came there. Although the de- 

partment of agriculture has tried every 

way possible to propagate the lotus in 

America, it has succeeded in but two other 

places. The flower blooms in August, and 
the supply is inexhaustible. Visitors can 

carry away as many as they desire. 
These beds are among the greatest at- 

tractions of the Fox Lake region. Their 
fame has spread to many parts of the 
United States, and hundreds of people visit 
the lake every year solely to see them. 

RAVINE URGED FOR PUBLIC PARK 

A movement is afoot in Waukegan to 

convert the ravine of that city into a 

public park. The ravine extends for a 

long distance through the center of the 

city. It possesses great natural beauties, 
and, it is believed, would make an ideal 
recreation ground. 


