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SUBJECT: 

“The Kingdom of God” 

(Continued from last week) 
A Study of What the Kingdom of God is 

Let us see if we can get a little understanding as to 
what the Kingdom of God is. It is a big subject. It would 
take all day, today, to go into the details of it, and then we 
would only be started. 

The first mention of the Kingdom of God, that I know 
anything about, is in prophecy. You will find it in the 
second and eleventh chapters of Daniel, where there is a 
distinct prophecy of the Kingdom of God; and it is re- 
markable that this prophecy comes out in connection with 
the discussion of nations. You will find the first mention 
of the Kingdom of God right in connection with Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s image of gold, silver, brass, iron, and iron and 
clay. When Daniel, guided by God, gave the interpreta- 
tion of that wonderful vision, we have the prophecy con- 

cerning the Kingdom of God, that ultimately is to take the 
place of all nations and all governments. In fact, you could 
draw a curve from that prophecy right over into the Book 
of Revelation, where we are told that the kingdoms of this 
world have become the Kingdoms of the Lord and His 
Christ, and tie the two—although separated by centuries 
of time. You can put them together. Isaiah lifted the 
veil just for a second and gave us a glimpse of the King- 
dom of God that should grind the nations to powder and 
scatter them to the four ends of the earth. And then in the 
last Book: 

“The kingdoms of this world are become the Kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of His Christ” (meaning, His Anointed.) 

You have the same thing in the second Psalm, precisely; 
a beautiful Messianic prophecy. 

Prior to the ministry of John the Baptist and Jesus 
the Christ, the Kingdom of God was foreshadowed by type, 
by ceremony, and was foretold by prophecy. 

The Power to Solve all Problems Comes from 
Recognizing and Knowing God 

Some people say that the Old Testament does not in- 
terest them. The Old Testament interests me intensely. 
The very first phrase in the Old Testament interests me,— 
I wish I understood it all—“In the beginning, God.” 

There is the answer to the greatest question that has 
perplexed mankind. How do you explain the existence of 
the world—the sun, and the moon, and the stars, and the 
rivers and the mountains? “IN THE BEGINNING, GOD.” 
There is the answer. 

Repentance Precedes Entrance Into the Kingdom 
of Heaven 

When John the Baptist came—the forerunner of Jesus 
—whose ministry was to mark the death of the old age (the 
Jewish age) and be the signal for the beginning of the birth 
of the new age (the Gospel age), his announcement was the 
startling announcement: 

“REPENT YE: FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
IS AT HAND!” 

There is the first mention of the Kingdom of Heaven j 
in the New Testament—Matthew 3:2. 

John the Baptist, by his clothing, by his simple life, j 
preached a powerful sermon, and his announcement was a 

startling announcement,—that which had been foreshadowed 

by type and ceremony—that which had been foretold in 

prophecy: “The time has come now! The Kingdom of 

Heaven is at hand! The time is fulfilled!” 

God’s Plans are Orderly 

God has a time for everything. I believe God has the 
most wonderful system of mathematics in the whole world. 
There is not any chance about it—nothing haphazard about 
it. God has a time for everything. When the clock strikes | 
the hour, that part of His plan as arranged from all eternity I 
is worked out. God has His man—He has always had His 
man—and God works out His plan and fulfils His purpose. 
He saw the end from the very beginning, and understood it 
all the way down. 

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND!! 
What did he mean by that? 
It is not so much a question as to what the people under* | 

stood by it. They had different ideas; just as some people, j 
today, when they listen to a man expound the Word of God, | 
understand far more perfectly than others. I do not intend | 
to stop to discuss what the people who heard John the Bap- 
tist thought, nor what those who heard Jesus thought. 
The question is in the light of God’s Word. The announce- 

ment was made: and what was it that he announced ? 
Audience—“The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
General Overseer—What did he mean by it? 
There came a time in the history of this country when 

a few men, having one as spokesman, proclaimed that the 
time for a new political party had come;—and that is the 

way all political parties have been born. Today, in this and 
other lands, the proclamation is made in hundreds of papers 
and magazines, that a new political party has been born: j 
Socialism. Ask what they mean by it;—a man with an j 
average intellect can find out. In the same manner religious 1 

movements have been born. We understand all these 

things; but when John the Baptist said, “The Kingdom of 

Heaven is at hand!” What did he mean by it? What do 
we understand by it? 

When Jesus the Christ began His ministry (Matthew 
4:17—the very next chapter), He made the same announce- 

ment, precisely, except the word “ye” is not there. He 
said: REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS 
AT HAND!” 

It is very remarkable that Jesus began His ministry 

with the same announcement that His forerunner made in 
beginning his ministry. 

Go on down the chapter till you come to the twenty- 
third verse, and there you will find summed up the whole 
ministry of Christ. I want all Zion to get this and never 

forget it. It is very important not only to be able to turn 
to these things in your Bibles, but to get them in your minds. 
The ministry of Christ is summed up in Matthew 4:23 and 
Matthew 9:35. 

“Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their”— 
Audience—“Synagogues.” 
General Overseer—“And preaching”— 
Audience—“The Gospel of the Kingdom.” 
General Overseer—“And healing”— 
Audience—“All manner of sickness and all manner of 

disease among the people.” 
General Overseer—He is our great Example. 
Those are the three things which He did. What was it 

that He preached. 
Audience—“The Gospel of the Kingdom.” 
General Overseer—That is what He preached. He 

never preached the gospel of a democracy—“The rule of the 
people, by the people, and for the people.” He never 

preached the gospel of a monarchy, nor of an autocracy, nor 

of a plutocracy, nor of an oligarchy, nor the gospel of re- 

publicanism. 
He preached the Kingdom of Heaven. The word 

“Gospel” means “Glad Tidings;”—the “Glad Tidings of 
the Kingdom,”—a glorious announcement of the King- 
dom. 

The Principles of the Kingdom of God Explained 

I 
We go on into the fifth chapter of Matthew, and we 

find a good deal there about the Kingdom of God. Remem- 
ber that before the fifth chapter of Matthew (the Sermon on 

the Mount), so far as the record goes, if I remember cor- 

rectly, there are just those three references: the two an- 

nouncements—“The Kingdom of Heaven is at handand 
the description given that the Savior preached “The Gospel 
of the Kingdom. 

Having made the announcement, He then proceeds, so 

to speak, to give the Constitution of the Kingdom of God. 
I think the Sermon on the Mount may very appropriately 
be called “The Constitution of the Kingdom of God.” All 
that we have of the Sermon on the Mount is set forth in the 

fifth, sixth and seventh chapters of the Gospel according to 
St. Matthew. 

In this fifth chapter of Matthew, one of the first things j 
to notice is that Jesus “opened His mouth.” Did you ever j 
wonder why that was put there? There is not anything in 
the Bible that is unnecessary or superfluous. Everything 
there counts for something. 

Jesus’ Words are Authoritative 

We are told that Jesus “opened His mouth.” That ex- 

pression, “And He opened His mouth,” means that He spoke 
with authority. 

He then proceeds to give what we call “The Beauti- 
tudes.” How many Beautitudes are there? 

Audience—There are nine, 
General Overseer—How many Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

are there ? 
Audience—Nine. 
General Overseer—Where do you find them? 
Audience—1 Corinthians 12:8-12. 
General Overseer—How many divisions of the Fruit of 

the Holy Spirit are there? 
Audience—There are nine. 
General Over'seer—In what Book of the Bible do you 
find them listed? 
Audience—In Galatians. 
General Overseer—There are nine Beatitudes; there are 

nine Gifts of the Holy Spirit; and the Fruit of the Holy 
Spirit has nine divisions. For the sake of convenience we 

say, “The FRUITS of the Holy Spirit,” although the word 
is singular—“Fruit.” 

What does the word “Blessed” mean? 

Audience—Happy; highly favored. 
General Overseer—When Jesus said, “Blessed,” was that 

something from the “outside” which came upon a person? 
or was it something “inside:” a result, an inherent,—an 
inward, an inside—state? 

There are two kinds of blessedness. There is that be- 

stowed upon a person from an outside source, and there is 

that which is inherent—inside. I go into a home where 

there is poverty, and I see a poor, frail, sick, suffering j 
mother, with the little, hungry children around her, and I! 
take food to that mother: and I am blessed in doing it. Now, 
that blessedness is something that is inside. That is not 

something that is bestowed upon me. Don’t you see? That 

is the kind of blessedness that Jesus speaks of here in the 

Sermon on the Mount. 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.” It does not say, 

“Blessed SHALL BE the poor in spirit in the day when the 

awards are made,” or, “Blessed MAY BE the poor in spirit;” 
but IT IS A FACT: it is a present state or condition. 

“Blessed ARE the poor in spirit, for theirs is”—what? 
Audience—“The Kingdom of Heaven.” 
General Overseer—Now, if I were to ask you to come up 

here and preach a fifteen-minutes’ sermon on this subject, 
I wonder what kind of a discourse you would preach. Be- 
fore a man can teach or preach, he must know what he is 

talking about, must he not? He must know the meaning 
of words. 

What is Meant by, “The Poor in Spirit” 

I wonder just how much there is in the statement: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom 
of Heaven.’ I have not told you yet what I believe is 
meant by the Kingdom of God. I will tell you later on, 
but I want to try to help you see it yourselves just from the , 

Bible. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the King- 

dom of Heaven.” Why didn’t Jesus say, “Blessed are the 

‘proud’ in spirit—the ‘haughty’ in spirit—the ‘independent’ 
in spirit?” Why didn’t He say that?—“For theirs is the 

Kingdom of Heaven.” 
Well, there is another verse that, coupled with this, 

will help you to get a little light. There was a certain 
young man who came to Jesus and said, “Good Master, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said, “Why 
callest thou Me good? There is none good, save God.” He 

said, “Keep the commandments.” The young man asked, 
“Which?” Jesus quoted a few of them. The young man 

replied: “All these I have kept from my youth up.” 
Jesus said, “One thing thou lackest: Go and sell all 

that thou hast and give it to the poor, and come and follow 

Me.” The young man went away sorrowful; and then 

Jesus made some comments, didn’t He? and among other 

things He said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the 

eye of a needle, than it is for a rich man (for a man that has 

great possessions; for a man that trusts in riches; for a man 

who lays up treasures on the earth; for a man who is in- 

dependent of everything (God Almighty included) to enter 

into the Kingdom of God.” 

Then, what is this Kingdom of God? 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for THEIRS is the 

Kingdom of God.” Jesus did not say, “Blessed is the 

man who has no money, no land, no possessions; who wears 

old clothes.” He did not say that. He said, “Blessed are 

the POOR in SPIRIT.” 
This being “poor in spirit” is something very different 

from being poor in pocket. I know a great many people 
that are very poor in pocket who are not very blessed. I 

have known men to drink away one hundred and sixty 
acres of as fine land as you ever saw. I have known them to 
drink all the shingles off of their houses. I have known 
them to put all the carpets down their throat, and the piano. 
You have known men of the same kind. I have known some 

men that have drunk two or three big farms,—put them 
down their throats. They were not very happy. 

Poverty is the result of sin. Dr. Dowie was perfectly 
sound in his teaching on that subject. Poverty is either the 
result of a man’s own trangressions, or the result of the 
transgressions of others. There is no question but that, in 
this and other countries, the systems that are in vogue, 

manipulated by cunning and evil-designing men, are the 
cause of the widespread poverty that there is in this world. 
And then, the peoples’ own vices have a great deal to do with 
it. Poverty is the result of sin. It is a fundamental prin- 
ciple. 

“Poor in spirit” means that humble spirit—the opposite 
of the proud, the haughty spirit:—a deep realization that 
all good things come from God; a consciousness of depend- 
ence upon God for every breath of air, for every morsel of 
food—for everything. 
* It is possible, you know, for a woman to be very haugh- 
ty, clad in calico dress that cost five cents a yard; and it is 

possible for a woman, clad in a silk dress, to have a very 
humble spirit and a very sweet spirit, is it not? A poor 
man who says to you, when you invite him to come to the 

meetings, “I have not any clothes good enough: my coat is 
all patched up, and I have not anything fit to wear;”—that 
man is full of pride. 

The Simple Life Promotes Spirituality 

Now, I will say, emphatically, that a simple life is far 
more conducive to humbleness of spirit than a complex life. 
In other words: I believe that it is easier for the rank and 
file to be humble without any diamond rings, and diamond 

earrings, or any rings in their noses (laughter), than it is 
when they wear those things. You know it to be a fact as 

well as I do, that the rank and file of women, as soon as 

they begin to wear a diamond ring, somehow, invariably, 
the finger with the diamond ring is always up here (illus- 
trating) being shown off (Laughter). 

Did you ever notice that? And it must be a terrible 

grief to God, and to Jesus and the Holy Angels, and to the 

Holy Ghost, to see in a Church service, men and woman 

admiring their rings and other jewelry, while a simple, 
earnest man is up on the platform pouring out his life to get 
them to see God, and while sincere, humble people are 

devoutly praying for God to bless His Word. It must be a 

terrible thing. 
I often read these Beautitudes upon my knees. I always 

ask, “My God, am I poor in spirit?” 

Affections Upon Earthly Treasures Separate 
from God* 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for THEIRS is the 

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.” They SEE it; they ENTER 
into it; they ENJOY it. 

When you proclaim the Kingdom of God to an au- 

dience, or when you send out Leaves of Healing containing 
teaching of this kind, some people accept it very readily, 
while a great many cast it aside. Now, why? A man who 
is chasing the almighty dollar, a man whose only thought 
is to add farm to farm, a man who is engrossed with the 
cares of this life, whose affections are set upon material 

things: that man’s old self has to be killed, and he must 
become a “new creature in Christ Jesus” before he will 
ever perceive, receive, believe the teaching concerning the 

Kingdom of God. The things of this earth are between 
him and God—they are the obstacle. 

Some people have turned up their noses at Zion people 
and people in Zion City. I have had people say to me, “Well, 
you are simply a lot of common people. Have you any 

kings in your Church? Any queens joined Zion yet? Any 
millionaires in ZlON ? Have you any ‘prominent’ people 
in Zion?” 

I was talking to a Presbyterian lady down in Ohio— 
in fact, I took supper with them and stayed all night at 

their house—who said, “We don’t receive any poor people 
into our Church.” Now, that was that poor soul’s con- 

ception of Christianity: a rich man’s Church, a poor man’s 

Church, a beggar-man’s Church, an educated people’s 
Church, an ignorant people’s Church! Shame upon such 

contemptibleness!! 
I know they have compartment cars in Australia, for 

[ have ridden in them many a time; but I never yet read any- 

:hing about a “compartment Heaven”—have you? That 

is some people’s conception of Heaven—a Heaven with 

compartments. The colored people have a compartment 
ill to themselves—all their own color, and they are not 

allowed to come out of that; and the yellow people have a 
compartment; and then there will be a Methodist compart- 
ment, and a Presbyterian compartment, and a Baptist com- 
partment; and so on, all the way down the line. What 
selfish nonsense! 

That is the idea some people have of Heaven. Well, 
that is not the idea that is given in the Word of God 
“GOD HATH MADE OF ONE BLOOD”—how many na- 
tions? 

Audience—“All nations.” 
General Overseer—“And in Christ”—what does the 

Word say?—ye are ALL ONE, aren’t they? Yes. And 
His supreme prayer was that not only His apostles, but all 
those who should believe on Him through their word, should 
be ONE, was it not? 

What and Where is the Kingdom of Heaven 

I am coming up to the question as to what the King- 
dom of God is, and where it is. I want you to follow close- 
ly ; I want you to anticipate it,—it is very important. Then 
I will talk about the “new birth.” I will find out whether 
you have seen this, or not. If you have not, then you never 
have been born again: for, if you have been bom again, 
you will see it. 

Well, now, the first thing in that Constitution is that 
the poor in spirit enjoy the Kingdom of Heaven. Does it 
say HERE, or HEREAFTER? HERE, or UP YONDER? 

Voices—Here. 
General Overseer—I believe that is settled. I do not 

believe that any Bible student would attempt to deny that. 
I have not time to go over all the Beautitudes, but you 

read and study the Sermon on the Mount—the fifth, sixth 
and seventh chapters of Matthew. 

After the Beautitudes—“Ye are the salt of the earth. 
Ye are the light of the world.” Then Jesus goes on and He 
touches upon a number of subjects. I tell you, you will 
find some ringing words there on the divorce question. You 
will find some ringing words there on the taking of an oath. 
There are some very startling things in that Sermon on 
the Mount. 

Christ Set the Example of Prayer 

I want to mention, in this connection, the petition in 
the Lord’s prayer: “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will BE 
DONE IN EARTH, AS it is in Heaven.” Notice that. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, He teaches how to pray. 

I can see now, more than ever, why Dr. Dowie dwelt 
as he did on prayer. Where will you find more wonderful 
teaching than you will find in the Leaves of Healing, on 
the subject of Prayer—“How to Pray?” 

Lord, teach us how to pray, and to pray and get an 
answer! 

There is quite a good deal said in the Word on prayer. 
Some people look at us as though we were crazy because we 
believe in prayer. They say, “Look at that fool, there, 
asking God to heal that consumptive!” That is the way 
the world talks, and that is the way the rank and file in the 
so-called Churches talk. 

I had a letter the other day telling me about a Methodist 
preacher in California who has been reading Zion literature 
and who has accepted Divine Healing. He preached a few 
sermons, and two or three of the leading families left the 
Church. They boohoo at us, far and wide, for praying. 
“Fanatics and fools!” they say, “praying for God to heal 
the sick.” 

Ah, I tell you, God has not changed; neither has the 
devil; and neither has human nature. 

There is quite a little in this sixth chapter of Matthew 
on Prayer; but I want to call your particular attention to the 
petition,, “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will BE DONE IN 
EARTH AS it is in Heaven.” 

I have heard that prayer repeated ever since I was a 

very small boy. I have heard the Sunday School close with 
the Lord’s Prayer, and I have heard ministers close their 
general supplications with the Lord’s Prayer. I have read 

| it in different languages; I have read a good many com- 
ments on it; and I have heard it at family altars, and I have 
heard little children at mother’s knee; but I’ll tell you what 
the fact in the matter is: There are nine hundred and ninety- 
nine out of every thousand who repeat it who do not know a 
bit more what it means—have no more realization of what 
would happen if God would answer the prayer—than a new 
born babe does. 

The Inevitable Meaning of “Thy Kingdom Come” 

“THY KINDGOM COME!” There is the petition! 
The question is: What is it that we want to come when 

we pray that? What are you praying for? What are you 
after? WHEN do you want it to come? and WHERE do 
you want it to come? 

When you read in the prophecy which I have mentioned 
that the stone taken out of the mountain without hands, 
shall grind the image to powder, and when you read in the 
last Book of the Bible that God’s children shall rule the 
nations with a rod of iron, and when you read the ultima- 
tum—that the kingdoms of the world shall become the 
Kingdoms of the Lord and His Christ—don’t you consider 
that if God answers your prayer it means the breaking up of 
your plans, it means the destruction of nations, and the 
complete overthrow of the present order of things? Are 
you prepared for it? Are you willing to pay the price?— 
that is the question. 

Zion Has Something Better Than Others 

When I say to you that Zion has something better than 
all the rest, and that Zion has the solution of the problems of 
this world, I say the truth. We have no time to fool around 
chasing phantoms and soap bubbles that can bring only 
bitter disappointment. 

“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done”—where? “ON 
EARTH.” Oh, but I thought the the Kingdom of Heaven 
was “up yonder” in the skies somewhere! Surely you don’t 
mean to talk about anything of the kind here on this earth? 

“Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done IN EARTH, 
AS it is in Heaven.” Is not that it? Does it say “up yon- 
der,” or HERE? Does it say NOW, or hereafter? NOW! 
And if a man has been born of God, then every thought, and 
every word, and every deed of his life will prove it, will it 
not? 

(To be continued in next issue) 


