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SUBJECT: 

“The Kingdom of God” 

(Continued from last week) 
In the Kingdom, Believers are Sons and Daughters 

of God 

What a beautiful exclamation John burst forth into in 
that marvelous declaration: “Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God:” and such we are. The preceeding verse 

sets forth the righteousness of God, and the fact that he that 
doeth righteousness is born of God; and he goes on to tell us 

that the world knows us not, because it knew not God. 
How often we hear men say: “It is all right: You 

run the prayer-meeting and attend to the preaching, and let 
us run the education, the business, and the politics.” But the 
Christian has no other alternative than to pray, work for, 
and expect the Kingdom to come on Earth. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is a State of Society 

The Savior said, among other things, “Pray, Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven.” 

Here is Zion’s position: The Kingdom of Heaven 
(the Kingdom of God) spoken of by John the Baptist, 
Jesus the Christ, and in the Sermon on the Mount, and all 
the way through the Gospels, is a state of society right here 
on this earth. It is not alone up yonder, nor is it alone here- 
after. They have already got ft up yonder. What we are 

to pray for is that God’s will shall be done here on earth 
just the same as it is done up there. Then, you have the 
Kingdom of Heaven up there, and you have the Kingdom 
OF God on earth, don’t you? Yes; and you will have King- 
t)OM of God education, and Kingdom of God politics, and 
Kingdom of God business, won’t you? And everything you 
do will be done to the honor and the glory of God. 

Then, the Kingdom of God can be defined, just the 
same as you can define a monarchy, or as you can define a 

republic. 
The Kingdom of God means the rule of God. It means 

that, in the hearts and lives of the subjects of God, in the 

Kingdom of God, God’s will is done as it is done by those in 
Heaven. 

The Church is an Adjunct of the Kingdom 

Now, regarding the “Church,” let me see if I can help 
you a little. Christ did not talk much about a Church. He 
never came to establish*a Church, primarily. The Church 
idea is a later development, and there is a whole lot of it 
that is human and that will perish—and ought to be wiped 
out now. 

Jesus said, “Upon this Rock I will build My Kingdom, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” The 
Kingdom of God will plant its banner first one place and then 
another and at last it will go through the gates of hell and 
clean hell out, and the gates of hell will not suffice to stay 
its onward march and progress. 

Here are a thousand people who are born of God—who 
have become subjects of the Kingdom of God. Fifty of 
them get together in a room and have a meeting. That is 
the way the Church idea arose. 

Dr. Dowie gave to the world a great truth. The com- 

mon teaching is that the word “ekklesia”—“ek”—out, and 
“kalein” —to call—means that the Church was called out of 
the world. No such thing. His teaching was, and properly, 
that the assembly of people who organized to bring about 
the Kingdom of God in this world, were called out of the 

Kingdom, and organized for service. Just like the British 

army is called out of the British Empire, and that army ex- 

ists for a certain purpose: to defend the British Empire and 
to extend the British Empire. The time will come "when 
this whole Church idea will disappear absolutely. 

When Dr. Dowie organized the people in 1896, he called 
out the Christian Catholic Church “in Zion”—the Christian 
Catholic Church IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. There 
were hundreds of thousands of people who had been blessed 
under his ministry here and in other states and in other 
lands. “Now,” he said, “we will formally organize and we 

will get ready for an aggressive move to extend the King- 
dom of God;” so he called the organization the “Christian 
Catholic Church in ZiON.y “Christian”—Christ-like; 
“Catholic”—universal; “Church”—called out. 

But, today what people talk about is the “Church;” 
where does the “Kingdom of God” come in? Zion can 

say: Every person, no matter whether he is a Roman 

Catholic, or whatever the name is that attaches to him, if he 
has been born of God, is a son of the Kingdom. And that 
is the reason why, when this Church was formally organ- 

ized, Christian character was made the test of fellowship. 
When a man prays, “Thy Kingdom come,” and the only 

thing he can see is the Republican party (or some other 

party), and his interests are there instead of in the King- 
dom, he has not seen the Kingdom. 

Zion is a Theocracy! and, except from the Kingdom 
OF God standpoint, I would never go to the polls in a county 
election, or in any of these elections; but God works through 
men. 

When Shall the Christ Come 

The Psalmist says, “When the Lord shall build up Zion, 
then He shall appear in His glory.” The time for the 

building up of Zion—or, the establishment of the Kingdom 
of God,—is the Gospel age: and it began when John the 

Baptist made the announcement. “The Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is at hand!”—and the work is going on. 

I want to tell you, the Gospel of the Kingdom of God 
is the greatest force and power there is in the Universe. 

SUBJECT: 

“Divine Healing in the Act* 
of the Apostles” 

General Overseer: I have announced for the Sub- 
ject of my address today—“DIVINE HEALING IN THE 
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.” 

As a preparatory lesson, I will read from the eight 
chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew, beginning 
with the fifth verse. 

“And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there 
came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, 

And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the 
palsy, grievously tormented. 

And Jesus saith unto him, I will come, and heal him. 
The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not wor- 

thy that thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the 
word only, and my servant shall be healed. 

For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under 
me; and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, 
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he 
doeth it. 

When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them 
that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel. 

And I say unto you, That many shall come from the 
east and the west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

But the children of the Kingdom shall be cast out into 
outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as 
thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant 
was healed in the selfsame hour.”—Matthew 8:5-13. 

Let us also read in the eleventh chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Mark, beginning with the twenty-second 
verse; Jesus talking to the Apostles: 

“And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith 
! in God. 

For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say 
unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into 
the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe 
that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall 
have whatsoever he saith.”—Mark 11:22, 23. 

My brother, my sister in Jesus the Christ, nothing is 
too hard for God. 

“Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall 
have them.”—(Venses 23, 24.) 

Only in and through Christ is there Salvation and 
Healing 

There is no salvation except through Jesus the Christ; 
there is no healing, except through Jesus the Christ; no 
one can live an holy life, save by the grace of God. 

My heart bleeds for the masses of the people—they are 
without shepherds. The Word of God is perfectly plain 
—“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God.” How shall they hear without a preacher? and how 
shall they preach except they be sent?” I do not believe 
there ever was .a time when the multitudes were famishing 
for the Bread and the Water of Life as they are today. 
Take, for instance, such a simple subject as “Who is the 
Author of Disease?” and it does’nt take a simple-hearted 
teacher who is sent of God, five minutes to convince the 
masses of those who love God, that God is never the Author 
of affliction nor the Author of disease, yet you and I were 

taught that false doctrine from our childhood; but I put 
right up before the people such facts as are recorded in 
Luke 13:16. In that case there was a poor woman who had 
been bowed down with an infirmity for eighteen years—that 
is a long time to be sick; there may be some one here today 
who has been sick for a longer time than that. Mrs. Ruby 
—who is perhaps here this afternoon—was sick and unable 
to walk for thirteen long years; she was brought to Zion 
in a baggage car, as also was Mrs. Mill. 

It is Satan Who afflicts Humanity 

Well, this poor woman had been sick for eighteen 
years, and who had made her sick?—who had afflicted her? 
When the Lord Jesus the Christ saw her He said, “Woman, 
thou art loosed from thine infirmity;’ and immediately she 
was made straight and was healed; and then it was that the 
ruler of the synagogoue found fault with Jesus who said 
to this caviler, “Ought not this woman whom—” who hath 
bound? 

People: “Whom Satan hath bound.” 
General Overseer: Yes; “Ought not this woman 

whom Satan hath bound lo, these—” how many years? 
People : “Eighteen years.” 
General Overseer: “—Be loosed from her infirmity 

—” when? 
People: “On the Sabbath day?” 
General Overseer: Yes, “Ought not this woman 

whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed 
from this bond on the Sabbath day?” 

Now, if there is one person in this congregation who, 
all his or her life long, has been taught that God afflicts 
people, how do you reconcile that with this verse that I 
have just quoted. No one less than the Son of God Himself 
when He was here upon the earth declared that it was Satan 
who had bound that woman for eighteen years. Now, when 
we see a person afflicted today, shall you or I say of that 
one, “Whom God hath bound—or hath afflicted—or hath 
made sick?” If so, then I would like to know—Does God 
do today what the devil used to do? 

People : “No!” 
General Overseer: If, as the Christ said, it was the 

devil who bound that woman then, who is it who binds the 

people today with cancer and with rheumatism and with 

tuberculosis, and all other kinds of diseases—is it God?— 
If so, then God is now doing what Satan did when the Christ 
was upon the earth. Well, some one says, “God makes some 

people sick, and the devil makes other people sick.” That 
is a false position to take, because God and Satan do not 
work at the same kind of business. Is there any disease in 
God? 

People : “No!” 
General Overseer: Is there any sin in God? 
People : “No!” 
General Overseer: Therefore you cannot get any 

disease from God; God’s hands are clean and pure and holy, 
and He is the Bestower of life and health and blessing. 

Just take Acts 10:38 and put it before God’s children 
who have been taught—“How God anointed Jesus of Naz- 
areth with the Holy Ghost and with power; Who went about 

doing good, and healing all—” whom God had made sick,— 
is that what it says? 

People : “No!” 
General Overseer : “—And healing all that were op- 

pressed OF THE DEVIL.” Then all whom Jesus healed 
when He was here upon earth, were oppressed of the devil. 

Take Job 2:7, “So went Satan forth from the presence 
of the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of 
his foot unto his crown.” Is it not plainly stated there that 
SATAN SMOTE JOB with the boils? Is was not God Who 
did it, but it was Satan who did it. And there cannot be 
found between the lids of the Bible one selection of Scrip- 
ture, correctly translated, to prove that God the Almighty is 
the Author of these foul diseases which destroy happiness 
and life. 

Man’s Prevailing Thought is that God is the Author 
of Sickness and Disease 

We have people come here for prayer for healing who 
have been taught this false doctrine, and that is the first 

thing we have to get out of their minds. You ask them, 
“Do you believe that God gave to you that horrible cancer?” 

They reply, “Well, that is what I have been taught.” “Then, 
if God gave to you that cancer, keep it; you have no right to 
seek to get rid of it if God has given it to you; it is incon- 
sistent for you or for me to ask for God’s gifts to be taken 
away. Now, what ever God gives to you, you ought to keep, 
for it is written that “Every good and perfect gift is from 
above and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
Whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning;” and 
there is nothing bad or evil that comes from God—only that 
which is GOOD and PERFECT comes from God. 

The Existence of the Devil Cannot be Seriously 
Denied 

The great difficulty with many people is that, in these 
last days, they have come to the conclusion that there is no 

devil. “Why,” they say, “do you believe in the personality 
of the devil?” “Why, certainly.” “Oh, well, we have more 

light than you have, because we have done away with the 
devil long ago.” Well, I have to say to such people that I 
take the Word of God; I believe in the verbal inspiration of 

I the original Scriptures; I believe that they were verbally 
inspired. I have stood by them in my ministry all the way 

through, and my God h*as never yet failed me nor forsaken 
me. 

God’s Word^is true, and God’s Word tells me and w7arns 

me of the devil. The Bible tells me that “the devil goes about 
as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” The Bible 
tells me that Jesus cast him out. The Bible tells me to “re- 
sist the devil and he will flee from me.” 

It is just like the devil to make people believe that he 
has no existence; and it is alarming how many people—who 
used to be pretty good people—have*been enticed by this 
false doctrine until today they say that they do not any longer 
believe there is a devil. No; they do not believe the Bible. 
This is an Age of unbelief, a time when the Word of God is 
assaulted on every hand. 

Zion Preaches the “Old-time Religion” 

People do not have any use for the “old time religion” 
any more; and when they hear Zion they say, “Why, that is 
something new.” No, it is not anything new—there is 
nothing taught in Zion that is new, but everything that is 
taught in Zion is centuries old; it is simply the old-time 
Gospel—the same Gospel in which Charles and John Wesley 
believed. John Wesley was a firm believer in Divine Heal- 

ing. 

Man Never too Old to Learn 

Just as soon as some people listen for a few minutes to 
a Zion sermon, and it runs counter to what they have been 
taught, they at once conclude that it must be wrong. My 
brothers and sisters, there is only one kind of man who never 

changes his position—and that is a dead man. I say, before 
God this afternoon, that if you have A TRUTH that I have 
not, then I 'want to have it. Some people say, “Well, if I 
accept the teachings of Zion, they will say that I am a turn- 
coat.” Well, perhaps you have your coat on wrong side out, 
and you need to turn it and get it on right side out. 

Do you not want the Word of God? “Well, you say, 
“but my Church doesn’t believe that way.” If a man gets 
into that rut and tries to hide behind what his Church be- 

lieves, irrespective of the Word of God, he is on very danger- 
ous ground—very dangerous ground. 

My brother, my sister—no matter who you are, nor 

where you are from, nor what you have been taught—it is 

your business to walk in the light that God the Almighty 
causes to shine upon your pathway, and you ought to be 
brave enough to do it. 

People are Ignorant of the Truths of God’s Kingdom 

Now just one other illustration to show how badly the 
masses need teaching. Let us take the subject of the King- 
dom of God. In all the places where I have been, in all the 

colleges that I have attended, in all the addressess I have 
ever heard, very little has been said about the Kingdom 
of God. A grat deal has been said about what “our church” 

believes, I have seen subjects announced for sermons, “The 
fundamental positions of our church,” and people say, “Will 

you come with me to my church.” A great deal is said about 

“churches,” but very little about THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

In the Four Gospels the Word “Church” is Seldom 
Used 

I have searched the Four Gospels from the first verse of 
Matthew to the last verse of John, and, in the light of the 
best manuscripts and interpretations, can find the word 
“church” but once; and so I wonder why it was that Jesus 
had nothing to say about a church. 

What do we see today?—we see hundreds of churches, 
hundreds of sects and hundreds of denominations; we see a 
little town with one thousand people, and with five church 
buildings in it, and all of the people who attend all five of 
those churches could get into one of them. Last week I 
was talking to a gentleman here, who was from a beautiful 
little town of thirty-five hundred inhabitants, and I asked 
him what was the total attendance of the churches there, 
and he said that the total attendance at a Sunday service 
would not reach one thousand people, and they have about 
five or six at the mid-week prayer-meeting. Now, do you 
believe that condition of things is of God ? Do you believe 
that God the Almighty is such a poor Financier as that, to 
have such a shameful waste of power and money, when one 

preacher could preach to all of the people in the town? 
At the present time the newspapers are full of com- 

ment regarding the starving of the ministers; recently one 
“minister” in Chicago resigned and hired out to a theatrical 
company, and intends to make his living on the stage. He 
says he is getting tired of living on a small salary. How 
could a man who was called of God to be a Gospel minister, 
give it all up and go on the stage! There seems to be a cry 
throughout the length and breadth of the land regarding the 
poorly paid ministers. Four or five preachers in one small 
town! Now where do you get that in the Scriptures? 
Read the Four Gospels, and there you will find the word 
“church” only once—and that is in the eighteenth chapter 
of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

“Well, did not Christ say, “Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build My Kingdom/ I will leave it to any 
Greek scholar who will look that up, if the best authorities 
do not back me up, and the context backs up my position. 
Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will BUILD MY KINGDOM.” 
If you understand Greek you will know that it is “Ten 
Basileian Mou” and not “Ten Ekklesian Mou” Dr. Thay- 
er, in his Greek Lexicon, backs up that position. Did not 
Jesus say to Peter right following that, “I will give to thee 
the keys of—” what? 

People : “The Kingdom of Heaven.” 
General Overseer: “Unto thee will I give the keys 

of the Kingdom.” “Upon this rock I will build—or estab- 
lish—My Kingdom, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” Yes; the Kingdom of Heaven will even break 
through the gates of hell and clean hell out; that is what 
that means. “Upon this rock I will build My Kingdom.” 

What a great pity that all who are in the Kingdom of 

God are not all together, and they would be together if only 
they all would drop this “church” idea. 

Now the Kingdom of God—look at John the Baptist; 
he came out and said, “Repent ye, for—” what is at hand? 

People : “The Kingdom of God.” 
General Overseer: Yes, “Repent ye, for the King- 

dom of Heaven is at hand.” I wish you to grasp that 
thought. I am simply giving to you a few illustrations, be- 
cause the people need teaching. “Repent ye, for the King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand!” That is a very startling an- 

nouncement. You do not find anything in the Old Testa- 
ment about the Kingdom of God except in prophecy—in 
promise and in type. In the Book of Daniel, in prophecy, 
you will find the Kingdom of God mentioned as the “Stone 
taken out of the mountain without hands.” 

Some Prophetic Indications 

Just let me give to you here another thought—those 
of you who are thinking; for if you are not thinking, then I 
cannot help you very much. 

People boast about the “present-day civilization” and 
about the “superior forms of government.” Let me point 
out something to you: the Image that Daniel saw—the head 
was what? 

People : “Gold.” 
General Overseer : And beneath the gold was what ? 
People : “Silver.” 
General Overseer : And beneath the silver was what? 
People : “Brass.” 
General Overseer: And beneath the brass was what? 
People : “Iron.” 
General Overseer : And beneath the iron was what ? 
People : “Part iron and part clay.” 
General Overseer: Now, I would like to ask you— 

which is superior, gold or silver? 
Peoples “Gold.” 
General Overseer: The gold represented Babylon, 

the silver represented Medo-Persia, the brass represented 
Greece, the iron represented Rome and then there was the 
iron and clay. Now, it is in the days of the “iron and clay” 
that God will set up His Kingdom that is to smite and de- 
stroy all others. Is that correct? 

People: “Yes.” 
General Overseer: The “head of gold” represented 

a superior form of government; but the toes of iron and clay” 
did not. Perhaps you have never thought of it in that way. 
As you study the Image, you will notice the deterioration 
from the “head of gold” to the feet of “iron and clay.” 

The Work of Building up Zion Began With John 

The Psalmist says: “When the Lord shall build up 
Zion, then He shall appear in His glory;” and the word 
“Zion” means the Kingdom of God; and now is the time 
for the building up of Zion. The time began when John the 
Baptist said, “Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
—” what? 

People: “At hand.” 
General Overseer: Yes, and that had never been, 

said before. Now when Jesus began His preaching, what 
did He say? 

People : “Repent ye.” 
General Overseer: Yes, Jesus began His preaching 

by saying, “Repent ye for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand.” And when Jesus taught His disciples to pray He 
said, “Pray, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in Heaven.” And in the last part of the sixth 
chapter of Matthew, what did Jesus tell them to seek first? 

People: “The Kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness.” 


