
Tabernacle Addresses 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

SUBJECT: 

“Absolute Trust in God” 

The meeting was opened by the singing of Hymn 
No. 390: 

O Christian traveler, fear no more 

The storms which round thee spread; 
Nor yet the noontide’s sultry beams 

On thy defenceless head. 

CHORUS.— 
“Fear thou not, for I am with thee:. 
Be not dismayed, for I am thy God.” 

Thy Savior, Who upon the cross 

Thy full redemption paid, 
Will not from thee, His ransomed one, 

Withhold His promised aid. 

A safe retreat and hiding-place 
Thy Savior will provide; 

And sorrow cannot fill thy heart, 
While sheltered at His side. 

No; in thy darkest days on earth, 
When every joy seems flown, 

Believer, thou shalt never tread 
The toilsome way alone. 

Hymn No. 581, followed: 

Simply trusting every day, 
Trusting through a stormy way; 
Even when my faith is small, 
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 

CHORUS.— 
Trusting as the moments fly, 
Trusting as the days go by; 
Trusting Him whate’er befall, 
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 

Brightly doth His Spirit shine 
Into this poor heart of mine; 
While He leads I cannot fall. 

Trusting Jesus, that is all. 

Singing, if my way is clear; 
Praying, if the path is drear; 
If in danger, for Him call; 
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 

Trusting Him while life shall last, 
Trusting Him till earth is past; 
Till within the jasper wall, 
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 

General Overseer—We have sung two hymns on the 

subject of “Trust.” There are only two kinds of life in 

this world: one is the life of faith, and the other is the 

LIFE OF SIGHT. 

What is the use to have a God unless He is One you 

fully trust? What is the use to bother with religion at 

all unless you go all the way? 
Let all turn to the Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

the sixth chapter, beginning with the twenty-fourth verse. 

Elder Carey will please read. Let all follow very prayer- 
fully. 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Elder Carey: 
f'No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate 

Ait n", and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, 
jmic« de ipise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

herefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your 
life, w.iat ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for 

your ody, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than 

•ceal, and the body than raiment? 
“Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither 

dc they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 

“Which of you, by taking thought, can add one cubit 
unto his stature? 

“And why take ye thought for raiment ? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow: they toil not, neither do 

they spin: 
“And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his 

glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
.“Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 

which t oday is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall He 
not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 

‘Wherefore take no thought, saying, What shall we 

oat? or, Wb-it shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed ? 

“(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
the^e things. 

“But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

“Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Suf- 
ficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

Remarks on the Question of Food, Shelter and 

Raiment 

General Overseer—It must be recognized that food, 
shelter, and raiment, are necessary; but the present condi- 
tion of things is just the opposite of what we have in this 
Scripture lesson. The masses of the people give most all 
•f their thought, their time and struggles to the question of 
food, ihelter and raiment. 

Jesus says that if a man seeks first the Kingdom of j 
GOB and His righteousness, all of these things (food, | 
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shelter and raiment) shall be added. He either spoke the 
truth, or else He spoke an untruth. 

The solution, therefore, for all the difficulties that con- 

front mankind, is the religion of Jesus Christ faithfully 
preached and put into practice. 

Let all turn to Philippians. I want Elder Carey to 
read a part of the second and a part of the fourth chapters. 
Let all listen to the second chapter, the first eleven verses. 

Scripture Recorded in Regard to the Purpose of there 
Being One Mind in Christ Jesus 

Elder Carey: 
“If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any 

comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies. 

“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 

“Let nothing be done through strife or vain-glory; but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than them- 
selves. 

“Look not eveiy man on his own things, but every man 

also on the things of others. 
“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 

Jesus: 
“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 

to be equal with God: 
“But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon 

Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men: 

“And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. 

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and 
given Him a name which is above every name: 

“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; 

“And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

General Overseer—The fourth chapter beginning 
with the fourth verse and closing with the ninth. 

Things for Every Christian to Seek 

Elder Carey : 
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 
“Let your moderation be known unto all men. The 

Lord is at hand. 
“Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God. 

“And the peace of God which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, what- 
soever things are honest, whatsoever things are of good re- 

port; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things. 

“Those things, which we have both learned, and re- 

ceived, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace 
shall be with you. 

Never Failing Promises 

The Hymn Entitled “How Firm a Foundation,” was 

sung by the congregation: 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord! 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word! 
What more can He say, than to you He hath said,— 
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

“Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed, 
For I am thy God, I will still give thee aid; 
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
Upheld by My gracious omnipotent hand. 

“WThen through the deep wraters I call thee to go, 
The rivers of sorrow* shall not overflow'; 
For I will be with thee thy trouble to bless, 
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not—I will not desert to His foes; 
That soul—though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never—no never—no never forsake!” 

General Overseer—Let all bow their heads in silent 

prayer. 
After a large number of earnest prayers had been of- 

fered, the General Overseer spoke as follows: 

A Reason Why Faith is Often Turned Aside 

General Overseer—We often wonder why some peo- 
ple fall away so easily, and why it is so difficult to get 
answers to prayer for healing. I am more and more per- 
suaded that the root of the matter is in this, that people do 
not avail themselves of the means of grace as they ought: 
and therefore, instead of being spiritual giants, they are 

spiritual pygmies. 
You can no more live the Christian life without study- 

ing the Word of God than you can live without food. You 
can no more grow in grace and become strong in Christ 
Jesus without taking up your cross and following Him, than 
you can live without food or water. 

The desire of my heart in connection with this Church 
is that every one in it shall be a spiritual giant; that you 
shall not always have to be fed on the milk of the Word, but 
that you will be able to take the solid meat of the Gospel. 

A child, four years of age, who can neither walk nor 

talk, is, physically, an anomaly, and the cause of great dis- 
tress on the part of the father and mother and the members 
of the family. In the spiritual realm, when people claim 
to have been born from above—to have become new creatures 
in Christ Jesus, not to be able to walk spiritually or to talk 
spiritually is just as great an anomaly. 
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We should seek to develop in every particular. 
It is a commendable ambition to desire to be a mental 

giant, or a physical giant; but, above all, we should want to 
be spiritual giants—strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might. • 

We feed a little baby on milk. We would not think of 

giving a baby, three days old, a grilled beefsteak, would we ? 
Just so with spiritual babes: they must have the “sincere 
milk of the Word.” The author of the Book of Hebrews 

says, that when you ought to be able to take the solid meat of 
the Gospel, you still have to be fed on milk. 

i 
Christians Should Excel in Strength and Rise 

Above Circumstances 

Christians are overcomers,—they rise above circum- 
stances and surroundings. Do not allow satan to clothe 

you with the spirit of indifference, and do not go to ex- 

tremes. Some people are always talking, and, if they can- 

not do that, then they are dumb. It is one extreme or the 
other. As I have often told you, one of the sweetest traits 
of Christian character, is self-control—bringing the body 
under and into subjection. Make every faculty obey. Your 

spirit should be the ruler. 

As a Knowledge of God’s Word Increases, Faith 
and Strength Increases 

The first thought that came to me, this morning, was 

the thought of absolute trust in God,—therefore I chose the 

Scripture lessons that Elder Carey read. It is a blessed 

thing to know the Bible. When a man thinks about absolute 
trust in God, if he knows his Bible, many selections of 

Scripture will instantly come to his mind; and the portion 
of the sixth chapter of Matthew that was read, is_ one of 
the most striking on this entire subject, as is the one in the 
second chapter of Philippians, and also the verses read in 
the fourth chapter. In the days when I was an Elder when 
I was praying with the sick, and when I used to dictate a 

great many letters in response to requests for prayer, I pre- 
sume I gave Philippians 4:4-8 to sick people more than any 
other selection of Scripture: 

“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice!” 
“Be anxious for nothing,”—a very wonderful exhorta- 

tion : to live a life free from all anxiety! 
Premature old age, wrinkles in the brow and furrows 

in the cheek, are not produced by hard work, but are 

brought on by anxiety, by worrying, and by fretfulness; 
and whenever you get to the place where you cannot sleep 
or eat, you are on dangerous ground. 

The devil is a very wise general. I have learned a 

great many things from studying the tactics of the devil. 
If you were to ask me the best work on generalship I 

would tell you the Bible. There are some wonderful things 
on generalship in the Bible, especially in the Old Testament. 
You can learn more there about generalship than you can 

from the life of Napoleon or Alexander the Great. Satan 
is a very subtle old general—he is very shrewd. 

The Christian’s Service Cannot be Divided. 

The thought of absolute trust in God: That Scripture 
lesson in the sixth of Matthew began by saying, “No man 

can serve two masters.” There are a great many people 
trying it. Multitudes of people have just enough religion 
to make them miserable, — not enough to get them into 
Heaven. Now, that is a great truth — it is self-evident 
truth: “No mail can serve two masters.” You cannot do 
it; it is an absolute impossibility. 

There are two masters in this world: One is God, and 
the other is mammon, or “money.” That word translated 
“mammon” there, can be translated “riches.” You cannot 
worship God and worship the world. 

I, very often, in my private worship, thank God that I 
am able to say truthfully that I care nothing for the things 
of this world. I would like to have a hundred million dol- 
lars—not for myself, not that I care anything at all for the 
things of this world—save only that I can use them in do- 
ing good unto my fellowmen. The more good a man has, 
the better off is humanity. If a man is a faithful and a just 
steward, there are great opportunities for doing good all 
around. 

The line between the Church and the world is very 
sharply drawn in the Scriptures, and Jesus said, “No man 

can serve two masters.” There is not any use to try it, 
because you cannot do it. 

We are told, again, that friendship with the world is 
enmity against God, and that is true. You cannot be a 

friend of God and a friend to the world at the same time— 
it is an utter impossibility. 

We have to have food, shelter and raiment. I do not 
know if you have thought of this matter seriously or hot, 
but it is true. 

Andrew Carnegie has given away now, many millions 
of dollars but Andrew Carnegie cannot eat any more than 
you can; he does not need any bigger bed than you need— 
because he could not occupy but one bedstead if he had hun- 
dreds of bedsteads all decorated in rubies, diamonds and 
pearls; and he cannot wear any more clothes than you can. 

His needs for food, shelter and raiment are just the same as 

yours, and he cannot enjoy any more than you or the poor- 
est of men can enjoy. 

The Savior did not talk about food, shelter and raiment 
just to be talking. That was a great truth. 

The struggle, today, for a mere existence, is intense,— 
it is heart-rending. That shows you that satan the prince 
of this world, has humanity in his power. 

The Savior says that if a man will seek first His King- 
dom and His righteousness, he shall have food, shelter and 
raiment:—“All these things shall be added.” The man 

who does that will never lack. 
Instead of people seeking first the Kingdom of God and 

His righteousness, the first thing they seek is food, shelter 
and raiment. I have often put it, they are “living at the 
wrong end of life,”—they have reversed God’s order. There 
is the difficulty. 

Poverty is a Curse. 

Dr. Dowie’s teaching wras wonderful. He said that 
poverty was of the devil, and he was right about that. 

Poverty is of the devil! Poverty is a curse! 
There is a bad spirit in this world,—and we have got 

some people in Zion who have the spirit of the world instead 
of the spirit of Zion. A man says, “If I cannot get three 
dollars a day, I will not work at all.” Well, I will work if I 
get only twenty-five cents a day. 

There are vast differences in people. You will always 
have, in every community, a class of suckers — parasites. 
Any benevolence either in the Church or in the State, which 
keeps people paupers, is a curse; and one of the problems 
that the General Overseer of Zion must solve is this very 
question: How to help people help themselves. When an 
able-bodied man comes to the benevolent fund for assistance, 
that man ought to be put at some kind of work where he 
could earn something. If you simply dole out money, and 
that man gives nothing in return, and he gets the idea when 
he wants money he can always get it, you destroy his man- 

hood; and the first thing you know you have a number of 
people who say, “Well, we don’t have to do anything; we 
don’t need to stir ourselves: if we need a little help, we can 

get it.” 
When I came to this city, one of the first things I dis- 

covered as a financier, was the doling out of $10,000 a year, 
here, in charity. Now, somebody worked for that money. 
You know, you never spend money unless you get it some- 

where. For me to hand out five dollars, I must have gotten 
it from some place. Now, somebody had to work for that, 
and there must have been a number of people working to 
supply the ten thousand dollars that was doled out here in 
charity. Well, I stopped that practice. That was one of 
the very first things I did; and there were some people who 
went to work then, and they have been working ever since. 
They had to do it. 

I do not want to take the time to go into that question, 
although it is one of the most perplexing questions that a 
man has to face. At the bottom of that, I will take time 
to say, is the spirit of the world, the spirit that is engen- 
dered and fostered by labor unions—which is a very bad 
spirit. “Unless I can get a certain kind of work to do, I 
am not going to do anything at allthat is what they say. 

Well, I have not got that spirit. I will do any kind of 
honest work, I do not care what it is; and I would like to see 
the day come in Zion when every man and woman will have 
that spirit. If you haven’t that spirit, you haven’t got the 
Zion spirit. I’ll tell you, when soldiers are ordered to build 
a bridge, they are expected to build that bridge; when they 
are ordered to throw up breastworks, they are expected to 
do it. Any other kind of an army would not be worth 
much. 

The Christian Enlistment is For Life. 

There are some amusing things connected with this 
whole project. If people who enlisted in Zion, were there 
for life, we would turn this world upside down shortly; 
but there are a lot of people who come today and go away 
next week. They are privileged characters. Now, the fact 
of the matter is, they were never called by the Holy Ghost 
into Zion,—that is all there is to it. I could no more pack 
my trunk tomorrow and go off to Oregon, or British Col- 
umbia, or New Zealand, and do as I pleased, than I could 
fly without wings. I believe that I am here by God, called 
through the Holy Spirit, and I am here for life. I have 
not any choice about where I go or what I do. 

I delivered, last summer, a number of addresses on the 
Holy Spirit, and I sought to teach the people and to show 
them what it really means to be a son and a daughter of 
God; but the great difficulty with most people is that these 
hymns and passages of Scripture that we sing and read, 
mean absolutely nothing to them—it is a mere form, and 
that is all there is to it. If I could ever get a body of peo- 
ple to whom these Scriptures were a reality—a Divine and 
an eternal reality—we would shake the world and we would 
usher in the Millennium. 

We talk about being “bought with the precious blood 
of Christ;” we thlk about being “sons and daughters of 
God,” but, I tell you, the rank and file do just as they please. 
You have no more right to withhold yourself, your money, 
your house, your lot, your farm, from God, than you have to 
cut your throat, if you are a son and a daughter of God. 
You may think you have,—that is all right: that is your 
privilege; but I have my doubts about your ever having 
been sealed as a son and a daughter of God—my serious 
doubts. When a man has been sealed as a son of God, he 
belongs to God—he is not his own. He cannot go where he 
likes to do as he pleases: he has got to go at the call of God 
and do what God says, and if he does not want to do that, 
he is not a son of God. 

There are many beautiful theories — lovely theories. 
The bulk of the religion of this day is simply a beautiful 
theory. When you go to put it into practice, you will find 
the greatest lot of balky people!—you will find ninety-nine 
out of every hundred who will balk. I find it so. As long 
as you let them sing, “Lord, I care not for riches, neither 
silver nor gold,” it does not hurt them a bit. As long as you 
let them sing, “I do* not ask for earthly store, beyond a day’s 
supply,” everything is all right; but if you ask them to con- 
tribute five dollars out of their ten-thousand-dollar bank ac- 

count, why, they will go crazy. So, you see, actual life re- 
duces the whole thing to a farce—a screaming farce. There 
is nothing in it; it is nothing but a mass of hypocrisy and 
lies,—that is all there is to it. 

Trust is the Key to Action 

I said, in the darkest day, that Zion would come out 
and be better than she ever was: and, if I will only remain 
faithful—it does not matter much what you do, it will come 
to pass. 

Absolute trust in God!—that is the place to be; and if 
I was not there, this morning, I do not think I would be able 
to eat much, or to sleep, either. It is a blessed place to be, 
—the life of faith; and you must show your faith by what? 
By your works. This thing of always talking about a thing 
and not doing anything does not count for much. 

That is a wonderful Scripture lesson on trust in God. 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God.” Don’t be anxious 
about what you are going to eat, or wear, or where you are 

going to sleep. To do so is a sin. Anxiety! An anxious 
fife—a life that has no trust and no faith in it,—what an 
awful thing! 

The fourth chapter of Philippians is on the same point. 
It is beautifully expressed: “Be anxious for nothing but in 
everything, by prayer and supplication” — there is some- 

thing else there, is there not? “With thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known unto God.” 

(To be Continued) 
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