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By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

SUBJECT: 

“Absolute Trust in God” 

(Continued from last week’s issue) 

God Develops His Work Through Men 

God works through men, and when a man prays for 
something, God answers his prayer through some person, 
doesn’t He? That is His order. Was not Saul down here 
praying when God appeared to Ananias in a vision and told 
him to go down? Yes; God answered Saul’s prayers 
through Ananias; and that is the way He answers prayers. 

Well, it is a glorious thing to belong to God. We sing, 
“I belong to Jesus.” If a man belongs to God, he is in God’s 
way; and whatever you do, I am going to be sure about what 
I do. You can do as you like and take the consequences. 
Some people study to see how little they can do. A Chris- 
tian wants to know if there is one thing more. 

You remember, last summer when we were having our 

meetings, I issued a call, which, of course, was a call that 
people could do just as they pleased about. “It does not 
make any difference whether we pay any attention to it or 

not,”—that is the way many people think. 
Now, I remember very well one brother who was very 

pronounced in his'opposition against that consecration serv- 

ice at the last Convocation, and who was very free with his 
criticisms. Well, that was his privilege. He did not have 
to come down to the front, and kneel down, and pray the 
prayer of consecration. No; but I think it would be a very 
good thing if every officer and member in this Church had 
to do that again this afternoon,—I think you need it. I 
think we have some people who ought to be down every 
day in order to keep straight. The fact that he was op- 
posed to the call that I made, “Sanctify yourselves,” etc., 
may have been all right,—I am not going to discuss that 
question. Today he is paralyzed from head to foot. One 
side is entirely dead, and he is in a very critical condition. 
I went up there the other day and spent a little time with 
him. I could not help but think of that instance, you 
know. I could not help but say to myself, “I do not be- 
lieve if he had come forward and consecrated himself, it 
would have been any harm;” and I think he would be in 
better condition, spiritually, if he had done it. 

I do not think there is much danger in our doing too 
much. I do not think there is. There have been some other 
cases since that Convocation; and I said repeatedly, “The 
next place I see some of you will be on your death-bed;”— 
and that has been true in a number of cases. I would 
rather see you down here, giving yourself to God, than to 
have to kneel at your death-bed. It is not going to hurt me 

to consecrate myself a good many times. As I have often 
said, I know when I do the best I can that it is poor enough 
and after I have put forth every effort to be a true earnest 
child of God there are defects and imperfections enough 
left after it all. The great difficulty is that people imagine 
they can do about as they like. 

What is it to Believe in God? 

I will tell you where the trouble comes in: People say 
they believe in God but when it comes right down to reality 
and their lives, they do not believe in God at all. Why 
should I presume on anything? Why should you presume 
on anything? God is no respecter of persons,—absolutely 
no respecter of persons. 

People expect everything from God;—I do not know 
what they base their expectations on, oftentimes. I have 
gone into places to pray for the sick where I knew there was 

no more hope for an answer than anything in the world. 
They had not anything to base any expectation upon— 
absolutely nothing. The spirit of criticising, fault-finding 
and murmuring, covetousness, pride, envy, jealousy, un- 

cleanness, and so on and so forth, are mighty obstacles be- 
tween men and God. I want to say to you that you cannot 
do as you please, and if you do, you will pay the penalty 
sooner or later. You mark what I say. 

There is no doubt in my mind that we have right in 
this Church today, those who are in “Zion,” and we have 
a number that are not in “Zion.” They are nominally in 

Zion, but when you get right down to facts, they are not in 
Zion. I say to this brother: If God Almighty, by the Holy 
Spirit, brought you into Zion, you cannot desert this fight: 
you cannot pick up and move off to Kentucky, or to New 
York, or to Canada, just as you like, any more than I can; 
and if you do it, it s:mply proves to me that God by the 
Holy Ghost never called you here and that you are not a 

soldier in this battle at the call of God through the Holy 
Spirit. 

Ylien men and women do these things what do all 
their professions amount to? what does all their talk about 
the Second Coming of Christ amount to? what does all 
their talk about believing that God established Zion City 
amount to? It does not amount to a row of beans,—there is 
nothing in their profession. 

Enduring Christian Character is Sometimes by 

Severe Testings 

When a man enlists in the battle of the Lord he is there 
for life and God will look after all deserters. 

Zion will come out all right. If I have to stand alone, 
I can stand alone with God Almighty on my side and over- 

come all opposition, but God is going to have Zion right, 
and He will put her through the melting-pot until she 
comes out right, too. He knows how to get the Church 
“without spot or wrinkle” better than I do and better than 

you do, and He is going to have it, too; and, by the grace 
of God Almighty, I am going to be a part of it and I do not 

propose to allow anything in this world to deprive me of 
that privilege. He knows how io get it. 

I had a long talk with a lady, the other day, who has 
been in California for about three years. She did not know 
much about things here. She used to be a member of Zion. 
She said, “What an awful pity that things happened here as 

they have!” I said, “No pity at all: it was the best thing 
that could have happened. Thank God it happened!” Why 
certainly; I am thankful to God it happened. I want Zion 
right,—that is what I want. I tell you, God Almighty had 
better deprive you of every piece of property and every 
dollar you have than to let you go to hell through the 
love and the worship of money; and when you tell God to 
burn out all dross, and when you tell Him to break you up 
and to melt you and mold you into a perfect man in Christ 
Jesus, you had better know what you are talking about when 
you pray that. There are a great many here, this morning, 
that will have to be put into the melting-pot. Spiritually, 
they are greatly deformed—and God will have to throw 
them into the melting-pot and melt them, and then make 
them over again. God has to use, figuratively speaking, 
the chisel and hammer and sand-paper, and so on. You 
have seen men working in a quarry, haven’t you? You 
know what they have to do to handle a piece of rock. Now 
if we are not willing for that, I tell you, we haven’t any lot 
or part in the Kingdom of God. 

Zion does not have to have five hundred, or a thousand, 
or ten thousand. There is the difficulty: there is the real 
Zion, and there is the “nominal” Zion. Some people are 

only nominally Zion,—that is all they are; and I suppose it 
will be that way until God Almighty permits the storms to 
be so fierce that they will clean out every last one that is 
not pure gold; sooner or later—before the clock of God 

j strikes the last hour and the angel in Heaven declares there 
will be time no longer. I tell you, the persecutions will 
have been so fierce, and the trials and difficulties so great, 
that those who remain will be pure gold or they will not 
stay. 

Let us get to the place where we trust in God absolutely. 
This is not my work—this is God’s work. This is not my 

city; it is God’s city.If I did not believe that, I would not 
waste any time here at all: but if I believe that this is God’s 
work and God’s city, and that God by the Holy Spirit has 
called me into it, then I have got to stay with it and stick 
to it. 

The Pathway to Destruction is Paved with the 
Broken Promises of the Cowardly and Unfaithful 

I tell you these people who, during the time of trial, 
ran off, and have been enjoying their ease, will have to do 
some pretty deep repenting before they will ever have any 
lot or part in this work. There are some people who write 
in and want to come back to Zion City, and ask us to send 
them a renewal application form—and that is the last you 

i hear of it. 
A good deal depends upon the man whom God has put 

at the head. There are just two ways to keep this thing 
right: One is by the leader giving the teaching and the 
preaching which God can own and make a fire to consume 

the dross, and the other is by judgment. Those are the two 
ways. That is the way God deals with a man. If a man 

will not listen to his wife and to the appeals of his children 
to give up whisky, the next thing he will get is the judgment 
of delirium tremens. Sometimes men have got to get there 
to come to their senses, and they never will come to their 
senses before. 

The Christian's Conversation Should be of 
Heavenly Things 

A man is a fool to substitute this world for God. What 
does it all amount to? It does not amount to anything. We 
have some parents in this Church, the only thing about 
which they can talk is how much money their son or daughter 
is making and how often the salary has been increased. 
That is a great subject. What should the Christ;an care 

about how much one makes! I want to know whether that 
boy has salvation, or whether he is on the road to hell,—that 
is what I am interested in. I don't care what he is getting, j 
He might be getting three hundred dollars a month and be 
one of the biggest devils there is in the State. I tell you, 
when the chief topic of conversation is what a boy is getting, 
or a daughter is getting, or how much money you made 
last year, or how many acres of land you bought,—there is 
not very much of God in the heart of a man or a woman of j 
that kind. 

The Spiritually-Minded Man Can Truly Expect 
Prosperity 

I believe that if people are right spiritually, they can 

stand prosperity: because people have a right to expect to 
be prosperous. That is the Word of God; and I say that 
if a man does right, and lives a clean, a pure, a holy, an 

industrious, and an economical life, he will be prosperous— 
it cannot be otherwise. Poverty is a curse. Poverty is of 
the devil, just the same as sin is. 

Commendable Progress has been Made 

I think the people have made commendable progress, 
considering the bad training that they have had. You 
know, if you take a child that has had bad training for 
four or five years, it is uphill work to correct his bad 4j§bits. 
It just looks to me like money had possession of a great 
many people who came to this city. I think it had pos- 
session of the leader’s family, and I think it got possession 
of the rank and file of the people; and I believe that if the 
people would correct the things that made God permit this 
crash, and stand the test and correct their weaknesses, that 
God would give them all that money back, and double, and 
this people would become, as a body of people, a very pros- 
perous people. 

Temporary Defeat Should not Make People Despair 

You know, a great many have cursed God. They have 

listened to Job’s wife, and they have cursed God and want 

to die. Like one man wrote to me (I think he had an in- 

vestment of $700): “The loss of that money was enough to 

make a man curse God.” Well, a man who could curse God 

over $700 has not any religion to spare,—that is all I have 

to say. But there is the spectacle! 
You know, God listens to all that we say, and the devil 

listens to a good deal oJ it, too. The only way the devil 

knows some things is when we foolishly tell him. 

Zion is Contending for a Divine Implanted Principle 

I want to tell you that I am more and more impressed 
that the signs that transpire in Zion mark it as the most j 
wonderful period of the world’s history. From the very j 
day of Zion’s birth, if you can find that day in the last part; 
of the nineteenth century, Zion’s history has been the most! 
marvelous thing since Creation’s dawn. We have here, to- 

day, one of the most interesting, thrilling, exciting, and 

far-reaching conflicts that has been waged since the devil 

started war in Heaven: and the end of this conflict will be! 

a complete victory for Zion and the swallowing up of her 

enemies in the Red Sea of oblivion. 
Any signs of repentance? No! They harden their, 

hearts. God has multiplied the signs, but there is no sign j 
of repentance. They are children of the devil. They were 

when they came here. They were parading as sons of light, 
but every time they say they stand for a clean city, they lie. i 

God knows it! and, I want to tell you, there is nothing but i 
defeat and disaster and death staring them in the face. If j 
a man is positive that God never called me here, why he, 
might fight me; but, I tell you, the whole thing revolves; 
itself into that one position: If God put me here, He will I 
clean them out; and what has been accomplished must j 
either be explained on the basis that God is back of me, or ! 

that I must be a very capable man-—one of the two. The J 
latter I do not claim for a minute; and it is a blessed thing j 
to rest absolutely in God. I tell you, God can do wonders, j 
To know it is God’s work and that God can take care of it, 
is a wonderful thing. 

i 

Forget the Things that are Behind and Go Forward 

Now, I want Zion to let the past be past. Turn your 
faces to the future. ~We have a great work to do. We 

haven’t any time to bother with the Sanballats and Tobiahs 

and Geshems. We haven’t any time to waste—none what- i 

ever. Let us proceed along positive lines, and let us do our 

work. So far as my opponents are concerned, I do not 
entertain any hope for them at all. So far as attempting j 
to reason with them is concerned, I might just as well at- 

tempt to reason with a mule. They haven’t any reason,-— 
they are spiritually dead. The devil has blinded their eyes. 
Their conduct has brought about what has come to pass, 
in the Way of lessening their chances of returns from their 
properties. 

I do not want you to say that you regret what has 
happened. I do not regret anything that has happened. I 
am not bothering myself about what has happened. If it 
had not been a good thing, God would not have permitted it. 
There must have been something wrong in the conduct of 
the people, or God would not have permitted it. 

I am in this contest for righteousness to go through it, 
and I am going through it, by the grace of God; and I am 

going to plant the banner of Zion on every last foot of the 
whole of Zion City sitel (Amens). 

This is a real war; and, of course, we ought to be 
especially happy because we have planted our banner on so 

many of the strongholds. We ought to be happy, ought we 

not? There has been one great victory after another, and 
there will be still greater victories. Amen. 

ZION IN CHICAGO 

SR VOLIVA 
General Overseer of the Christ inn Catholic Apostolic 

Church in Zion. 

WILL DELIVER ADDRESSES 

IN 

Central Zion Tabernacle 
(2527-2535 Michigan Avenue, East Sale) 

CHICAGO 

At 3:00 P. M. on the Following Dates: 

LORD’S DAY, OCTOBER 31, 1915 

LORD’S DAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1915 
LORD’S DAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1915 
LORD’S DAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1915 
LORD’S DAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1915 
LORD’S DAY, DECEMBER 5, 1915 
LORD’S DAY, DECEMBER 12, 1915 
LORD’S DAY, DECEMBER 19, 1915 

| ZION IN AURORA, ILLINOIS 

The Zion Meeting in the City of Aurora, Lord’s Dc 
ported by the “Aurora Daily Beaco 

VOLIVA SPEAKS TO 3,600 PEOPLE 

Zion Overseer Preaches His ‘Gospel to Save Souls’ 

Talks on Many Subjects 

Says Pork Causes Cancer and Warns of “Bad Habits and 

Religions.” 

Work, pork, religion, politics, tobacco, law-making, money- 
making, ministers, vaccination, literature, almost every subject of 
human interest and endeavor were discussed by Wilbur Glenn 
Voliva, Overseer of Zion City, in his address before 3,600 per- 
sons last night in Sylvandell. Pork and tobacco were bitterly at- 

tacked. He advocated the rule of Zion to bring about the salva- 
tion of human souls. 

He predicted the fall of all the nations of the earth, includ- 

ing the United States, and the return of Christ to earth as an ac- 

tual ruler. He advocated that woman be kept in her place, but 
he did not say just what her place was. He said that if men 

didn’t stop drinking and smoking and spitting on the sidewalks 
the women would soon make all the laws. 

The arguments of the Overseer were driven home by a 

furious pounding of the table and stamping on the floor. He 
took up a collection before he started to speak and it is reported 
to have been a “good one.” Every seat in the great auditorium 
was filled when he began to speak. A few left during the speech, 
but most of the audience was still there when he closed. He 
was applauded for his statements that women would control the 
country if the men didn’t stop smoking. 

Street Parade Precedes Speech 
I 

The Zion band marched through the streets before the lecture 
and a part of the choir alternated with the band in the musical 
service before the address. The music was of a high order. A 
special train brought 200 of the faithful from Zion City to 
Aurora. 

/v Calls Self God’s Ambassador 

“I have talked for four hours and six hours and people 
have sat and listened to the unfolding of the word of God,” 
Voliva said, “I am here as God’s ambassador and I speak with- 
out fear or favor. 

“The heterodoxy of yesterday is the orthodoxy of today. 
There has never been a time since the downfall of Rome that the 
axe was being swung at the roots of so many trees of human 
belief. I have an axe of my own and I am going to do some 

swinging myself. N 

“I am not a minister. I would rather break stones and live 
on a crust of bread than be a minister. When a man isn’t fit for 
anything else on earth they make a preacher of him. I am not 
a beggar. The expenses of this meeting were all paid before it 
started. When God doesn’t pay my expenses I’ll quit. 

“I am God’s ambassador with a divine message for the 
closing years of the gospel age. And as long as I please God it 
doesn’t matter what you say. You can never defeat a man so 

long as God backs up the work he is doing. 
“I present the constituent parts of a new order of the king- 

dom of God. This is the most wonderful age in the world’s his- 
tory. We have wireless telegraphy and we are on the threshold 
of wireless telephony. These are revelations of God’s power in 
preparation for the coming of Christ. Unbelief in the Bible is 
rampant. Iniquity is on the increasd. 

Nations Tottering to Fall 

“The nations of the world, including the United States are 

tottering to their fall. There are all the indications that preceded 
the downfall of Greece and Rome. There are 950,000,000 of the 
world’s people engaged in war. Twenty-seven millions of men 
are actually under arms. We have earthquakes, famines, pesti- 
lences and upheavals of all kinds. 

“The religious world is in bad. The churches are having 
hard sledding. The ministers are preaching to empty pews and 
some of those who do come sleep in the pews. Nobody sleeps 
in my church. 

“How many people believe that the ministers are sent from 
heaven? They tell you, ‘Do as I say, not as I do.’ I say, ‘Do 
as I do.’ If I smoke and drink and spit you can. Not a drop 
of liquid damnation ever went down my throat and not a pinch of 
tobacco into my mouth. I’m no hog. 

»y, October 24, 1915, at 8:00 p. m., as seen and Re- 
n-News, Monday, October 25, 1915. 

Pity for Preachers 

“If there is a preacher here tonight God pity you, you poor 
soul. One reason that the preachers are not called is that they 
want a salary for preaching. If God called you to preach can't 
he support you ? Every so often the church announces a chicken 
fry or a pig roast to help pay the minister’s salary. Do you think 
that if God called him he would have to sell pigs for a living? 
Christ cast the devils out of the man and into the swine. The 
salaried minister is a part of the old order. His death knell 
has been sounded around the world. 

“The minister is paid to make you do things, but does he? I 
can make you men quit smoking. I can make you women quit 
chewing gum like an old cow chewing her cud. 

“I’d no more trust the rank and file of church members than 
I’d trust the devil. 

“The W. C. T. U. is after the saloons. Then they’ll go to a 

drug store and buy a bottle of Hood’s sarsaparilla which con- 
tains four times as much alcohol as beer does. The saloon sells 
alcohol and tobacco. The drug store sells alcohol, tobacco, 
opium, morphine, arsenic, strychnine, what is there that it doesn't 
sell? 

Should Keep Women in Place 

“The minister h^s no authority. When a man really preaches 
the word of God he doesn’t work for dollars and cents. The 
salaried minister and democratic government in the churches 
must go and a theocracy be set up instead. In Zion they can't 
call a minister and they can’t tell him to get out. I don’t want 

any man or woman to dictate to me. 

“A woman has her own place, and I want to keep her there. 
But if you men don’t quit your smoking and drinking the women 
will surpass you in intellect and brilliancy. They have the vote 
now and pretty soon all the legislators will be women and they’ll 
legislate you till you don’t know where you are. 

“If I hadn’t other cities to go to I’d come to Aurora and I'd 
guarantee in six months to have audiences that would block 
your street car tracks. Some of you men here are stink-pots. I 
can smell you. I’ll ask that girl by your side if you don't smoke, 

j and she won’t deny it. 
46 Years Old, Her Teeth Show 

“I see a woman down there that is 46 years old. I can tell 
it by her teeth. She was courted by that dirty wretch beside her 
25 years ago. He told her that she should never wear an apron. 
He would wash the dishes and sweep. Yes, you, and what have 
you done? After the first two weeks you have smoked tobacco 
and drunk beer and whisky and eaten pork and read the Sunday 
newspaper and eaten onions. On Monday night you are an Odd 
Fellow, on Tuesday a K. P., on Wednesday, a Maccabee, on 

Thursday a bumblebee, on Friday a Mason and on Saturday an 

ass. And she at home with 13 children. 
“There is not a man or woman in this audience that is not 

a liar. There is not a man or woman in this audience that hasn't 
some time been a thief. You women stole your complexions. 

“The greatest God in this country is a medical God. I can 
show you a picture of 600 children who were born without a 
doctor. We have demonstrated in Zion that doctors are abso- 
lutely useless. In our city of 5,000 people we have the highest 
birth rate of any city of its size in the world. 

Pork Causes Cancer 

“The death knell of the medical profession has been sounded. 
The people ’are getting their eyes open. The doctors killed 
George Washington by bleeding him. And they have never quit 
bleeding the public. 

“I pledge a part of my life to driving out vaccination which 
murders 10,000 children annually, and causes skin disease, scro- 
fula and cancer. I am going to work for a law that will make 
vaccination a crime punishable by fine and imprisonment. 

“What causes cancer? Two things, vaccination and eating 
pork. I defy you to show me an orthodox Jewess with a cancer 

of the breast. Every smallpox epidemic in Europe has started 
among the vaccinated. Stamp out vaccination and you’ll stamp 
out smallpox. 

“I have never asked anything for preaching but food, rai- 
ment and shelter. And I ask no man what I may say. 

“I wish to extend to you all an invitation to Zion City. You 
motorists stop with us and let us show you around. I want t« 

I express my appreciation of the courtesy extended to us by youc 
; mayor and the consideration of the newspapers. 


