
Tabernacle Addresses 
By Wilbur Glenn VoKva 

SUBJECT: 

“God’s Covenant of Divine 
Keeping.” 

INVOCATION by the GENERAL OVERSEER 

God be merciful unto us and bless us, 
And cause Thy face to shine upon us; 
That Thy Way may be known upon the earth, 
Thy Saving Health among all the nations; 

For the sake of Jesus; Amen. 

The whole congregation then sang the Hymn, “My 
Faith Looks up to Thee,” after which Elder Carey 
led the congregation in the reading of the One-hundred-and- 
Third Psalm. 

“Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within me, 
bless His holy name. 

“Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits: 

“Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases; 

“Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crown- 

eth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 
“Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that 

thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
“The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment for 

all that are oppressed. 
“He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto 

the children of Israel. 
“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 

and plenceous in mercy. 
“He will not always chide; neither will he keep his 

anger forever. 
“He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded 

us according to our iniquities. 
“For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is 

his mercy toward them that fear him. 
“As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he 

removed our transgressions from us. 

“Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him. 

“For he knoweth our frame; he remembered that we 

are dust. 
“As for man, his days are as grass; as a flower of the 

field, so he flourisheth. 
“For the wind passeth over it and it is gone; and the 

place thereof shall know it no more. 

“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever- 

lasting to them that fear him, and his righteousness unto 
children’s children; 

“To such as keep his covenant, and to those that re- 

member his commandments to do them. 
“The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; 

and his kingdom ruleth over all. 
“Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excell in strength, 

that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of 
his word. 

“Bless the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his 
that do his pleasure. 

“Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his domin- 
ion : bless the Lord, O my soul.” 

General Overseer—Let all please turn to Hymn No. 
504. We sang this hymn this morning, and I want to have 
it sung again this afternoon. 

“AT EVEN, ERE THE SUN WAS SET. 

At even, ere the sun was set, 
The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay; 

Oh, in what divers pains-they met! 
Oh, with what joy they went away! 

Once more ’tis eventide; and we, 
Oppressed with various ills, draw near; 

What if Thy form we cannot see, 
We know and feel that Thou are near. 

O Savior Christ, our woes dispel; 
For some are sick and some are sad, 

And some have never loved Thee well, 
And some have lost the love they had. 

And all, 0 Lord, crave perfect rest, 
And to be wholly free from sin; 

And they who fain would serve Thee best, 
Are conscious most of sin within. 

General Overseer—Before we sing the last stanza, let 
* ow their heads in silent prayer. (The entire congrega- 

?i< stood for a brief period with heads bowed in silent 
prayer). There is not a brother or a sister here who has 
n« ‘/reat reason for praising and thanking God. There is 
not ae here who has not some request to make, either for 
hims'-lf or herself, or some loved one—or somebody else. 

The fifth stanza was then sung. 

Thy touch has still its ancient power: 
No word from Thee can fruitless fall; 

Here in this solemn evening hour, 
Lord, in Thy mercy heal us all. 

The General supplication to the Throne of God was 

then made by the General Overseer, at the close of which the 
Anthem entitled, “Thou, O God, art Praised in Zion ;” was 

sung by the Senior Choir, and a quartet rendered a selec- 
tion entitled, O, How Amiable are Thy Dwellings.” 

Address by the General Overseer 
General Overseer : This Psalm is a splendid illustra- 

tion of the fact that people do not thoroughly appreciate their 
blessings until once they are deprived of them. There are 

people in many parts of this world who have an intense and 
unutterable longing to live in Zion City, to attend the ser- 

I 

vices in Shiloh Tabernacle; and there are people within easy 

walking distance of this Tabernacle who seldom enter with- 
in its doors. People came hundreds of miles — and some of 
them three thousand miles, to attend the Convocation, and 
how eagerly they drank in the teaching! How they appre- 
ciate the “Leaves of Healing!” And yet how many are 

there with these blessings right at their very doors who do 
not even take a step to avail themselves of them. 

It is in my heart this afternoon, inasmuch as many 
of you cannot attend the Tuesday afternoon meeting — 

and some of you who could attend, do not — to talk to you, 
not about “Divine Healing,” but about “Divine Keeping” — 

and about Divine Healing only incidentally. 

Jesus Repeatedly Impressed the Principles of Chris- 
tianity 

One of the remarkable features of the Ministry of Jesus 
the Christ was that He repeated over and over a&ain the 
teaching; and while we have the Four Gospels, yet many 
things are repeated, and if the separate narratives were not 
repeated we would have but a very small Book. 

Truth is Forgotten Easily When the World’s 
Thoughts Enter 

People foget very quickly. How easy it is for some to 
go back to doctors and drugs! How easy it is for some peo- 
ple to forget, apparently, every truth that they have been 
taught in Zion ; and how often you will find some people who 
are outwardly Zion as long as they are in Zion City, as soon 

as they get outside and into the company of the world, act 
as if they had never heard tell of Zion. A man who can go 
without smoking as long as he is in Zion City, and then 
smokes as soon as he gets outside, is not very firmly rooted 
and grounded in the Gospel Faith. At best, such a man 

can only be a babe in Christ. 

Zion’s Fundamental Truths and Principles well 

Known 

There is scarcely one here (unless he should be a visitor 
who has never before attended a Zion service) who could 
not give, one after another, the fundamental principles and 
truths of Zion. We abstain from a number of things; and 
the person who is firmly rooted and grounded abstains not 
only when here in Zion City, but also everywhere else 
wherever he may happen to be. 

Never Compromise a Principle of Truth 

I was very much impressed with a report that a certain 
Brother gave to me a few days ago, of what occurred when 
attending his own mother’s funeral service; when they re- 

turned from the funeral, according to custom they went to 
a place for dinner, and when he and his wife looked around, 
they did not see anything on that table that a Zion person 
could eat. What did they do—allow the man-fearing spirit 
to enter in, and sit there and compromise?—No! but, true 
to God and to Zion, they deliberately arose and walked out. 
And that is just what any Zion man or woman ought to have 
done. I once had a similar experience, although not quite 
so bad; and I find that it is necessary for any person always 
to be prayerful and to keep very close to Jesus and, wherever 
we go, to let our light shine — not however, in a rough, of- 
fensive manner just for the sake of mere show, but in a firm, 
straightforward lady-like or gentle-manly and Christ-like 
manner. 

Forget Not the Covenant of Divine Heeping 

My brothers and sisters, I desire to remind you this af- 
ternoon of God’s keeping power — God’s covenant of Di- 
vine keeping. I want to say something that will enable you 
to claim God’s keeping power for yourselves and for your 
families; and I hope the day will come in my time — I know 
that it will come some time — when, in God’s Israel, there 
will not be a weak person nor a sick person. 

We have been accustomed to call this the “Covenant of 
Divine Healing,” but it is more that that — it is the Coven- 
nant of Divine Keeping, and I will not read it to you; it is to 
be found in Exodus 15:26, and I take it for granted that 
every Zion person knows this reference. 

“And said—” that is God said, “—if thou wilt diligently 
hearken—.” It does not merely — “if thou wilt hearken,” 
but it says, “If you wilt diligently hearken.” There is a 
vast difference—a great difference, in the manner in which 
different people do things: some are very earnest, some are 
not quite so earnest, and others have so little earnestness 
that one could scarcely detect it. The same principles that 
apply in having God’s keeping power, apply in getting heal- 
ing, apply in tilling a garden, apply in working in a store, 
apply in teaching in a school-room, and they apply in any 
other kind of work in which one might be engaged. If a 
man falls short in performing his simple duty in one place, 
the element of weakness which brings that about will cause 
him to fail in the same manner in any place in which he 
might be put. 

The Grace of God is Sufficient for All Men 

We are not all alike — some are brimful of life, others 
are very active, others are strong and overcome all opposi- 
tion, and there are others whom it doesn’t take very much 
to cause to fail. But, my brothers and sisters, I am here to 
declare — admitting all that I have said, and it is true — 

that the grace of God is sufficient for all men, and that what 
I am, you may be, and that what you are, I may be. In 
other words: God the Almighty is able to make an heroic 
man out of a coward, and to make a strong man out of a 
weak man, and to make an industrious man out of an indo- 
lent man; and to make a brave, earnest, aggressive soldier 
out of a timid, hesitating man; that is what the grace of God 
is for. Therefore, as I face you officers and members of 
this Church, I have a right to look up to my God and say, 
“I know Thy grace is sufficient for all.” 

God’s Word declares that if we will “diligently hearken” 

to His voice—that is, you have to work at it, you have to 

make it a business, you have to be truly in earnest, you 
have to give it thought and attention, you must make it a 

business every day to, “diligently hearken to the voice of the 
Lord thy Godthat is the first thing. 

Every One Must Study to Show Himself Approved of 

God 

We all have our shortcomings. The Bible exhorts us 

to “lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset usand as I study the individual membership in this 

Church, I presume you yourselves know better than I do 
what are your besetting sins. Some of you have besetting 
sins; you are good people and you love God and Zion, and I 
believe that you would do anything in the world for Zion ; 
but you have some besetting sins and you do things that you 
know are wrong, and you say things for which I am sure 

you feel sorry. How do I know this?—why, I know be- 
cause many of these things reach me; and I am often deeply 
grieved at the manner in which one brother will sometimes 
talk to another, and one sister will sometimes talk to an- 

other, and I say, “Well, that is simply another case of loss 

of temper”—and there is the besetting sin of some excel- 

lent brothers and sisters, and there are many things said 
that will have to be taken back, that will have to be re- 

tracted, and that will have to be made right. The weakness 
of the flesh — the ascendency of the flesh — I have to fight, 
you have to fight. There is the appetite to control and keep 
under; there is the body to bring into submission; there is 
the spirit to make submissive to the Holy Spirit; and I 
would not dare to think of beginning the day’s toil without 
first going to God before an open Bible. 

Failure Follows a Wrong Beginning 

The reason why some of you get into trouble and say 
and do things that hurt you and hurt others, and that make 

you feel sorry and that injure you both mentally and spirit- 
ually, is because you do not start the day as you ought to 
start it. A man who starts the day with God, and who 

prays at morning and at noon and at night, will even then 
have all that he will want to do to live through that day and 
not do wrong. 

Live in the Secret Place of the Most High 
! 

To have God’s keeping power means a great deal. How 
often we repeat the Ninety-First Psalm — and it is a beauti- 
ful Psalm, that: “He that dwelleth in the secret place of 
the Most High, shall abide under the shadow of the Al- 

mighty.” But in the “Secret Place of the Most High” there 
is no swearing, no lying, and no uncleanness, no jealousy, 
no envy, no backbiting. Oh, no; the “Secret Place of the 
Most High” is purity and love and peace and power and 
truthfulness and honesty, and everything else that is God- 
like ; that is what you have in the “Secret Place of the Most 

High.” 
I would like for each one of you just to look at your- 

self for a few minutes, and study yourself; I would like 
for you to see, if you can, just where you fall short of your 
Christian duty, just wherein the defect lies and in what 
does it consist as you examine yourself. As I examine my- 
self I ask, “0 God, is it possible that there is any pride 
in my heart or in my life? Is it possible that there is any 
covetousness there, or that I am after gold and silver and 

earthly possessions? Is it possible that there is any un- 

cleanness there? Is it possible that I would rather have a 

chew of tobacco than I would a loaf of bread, or the Word of 
God? where are my affections and in what do I find my chief 

delight? What control have I over this tongue? What 
did I say yesterday that cursed me and that cursed others? 
How have I lived in my home?” 

Every Sin Injures Spirit. Soul and Body 

My brothers and sisters, how have you lived? Study i 

yourselves, examine your lives. A man who “diligently 
hearkens” to the voice of God, is a man who follows God’s 
voice in everything. There is no man who can sin without., 
injuring himself spiritually, mentally and physically. How 
often one will hear men say — after a little reflection: 
“Well, I did not mean to do it; I was not myself when I 
said it.” 

In Zion City there Should be Only Zion Men and 

Women 

I was thinking today — there ought not to be in Zion 
City any man or woman except men and women of God; 
there ought not to be a home, here where there is not a 

family altar, or a home where thanks are not returned at 
the table; there ought not to be a home here that is not a 

foretaste of heaven. 
One difficulty is that some people spend so much time 

in attending to everybody else’s business that they have no 

time to attend to their own; they are always seeing other 

peoples’ shortcomings, but never their own — there is the 

difficulty. Some people want to come and tell me how very 
must disappointed they are in everybody else in Zion City, 
and they have not found anybody who suits them; when 
all of the trouble is right within their own hearts — there 
is where the trouble comes in. 

My brother, there is that tobacco, there is that whisky, 
there is that drug, or something else — but I want to tell 

you that the grace of God is sufficient for all of them! and I 
tell you, if only you will be in earnest before God you will 
not be falling over every two or three days, or weeks, or 

months; and when you do that it is ample proof to me that 

you have never gotten right. If you will be in earnest and 

dig deep and take your stand, then God will forever deliver 

you from that appetite for drugs; and God can deliver some 

of you women from novel-reading, which is worse than to- 

bacco, and far more polluting and blighting to the mind. 
Think of a fool girl crying her eyes nearly out over some 

girl in a novel who was never born, and having her mind 
inflamed with that kind of trash! But the grace of God 
is sufficient for all things. 

Avoid the Very Appearance of Evil 

The first thing that some men in Zion City do when 

they are trying to quit the use of tobacco and whisky, as 

soon as they are tempted they run off to Waukegan to get 
away from the temptation, instead of fleeing to the Holy 
of Holies and getting upon their knees before God and stay- 
ing there until they get deliverance; they go right into the 

jaws of hell; but the grace of God is sufficient to destroy 
these appetites, and to overcome them; and the grace of God 
is sufficient to help you overcome that horrible temper that 
you have; you make your home a perfect hell by your tem- 
per, you have every one about the house in a ferment, and 
even the old cat runs when she sees you coming up the front 
door-steps — they all know that horrible temper of yours, 

i 
Make the Home Life a Foretaste of Heaven. 

Some of you fathers and mothers have no patience with 
your children, and instead of having a home that is a heaven 
on earth, you turn it into a hell. What is true of your 
home, if you are doing what is right, will be true of the 
Church. If we all are doing right, we will have a lovely 

| Church and will be a Zion family. 
# 

Be of One Heart and of One Mind — Have the Mind 
of Christ 

Some people say that we are narrow because we want 
to have Zion City filled with only Zion people. Why, cer- 

tainly, we want to be of one heart and of one mind and of 
one purpose, and we want to have Christian fellowship one 

with another; we want to believe alike and to act alike, and 
to be one large Zion family; that is why the loyal Zion 
people came here. 

By Hearing We Can Cultivate Health or We Can 
Cultivate Diseaes 

My brothers and sisters, what we all need to do is to 
hearken diligently to the voice of God. 

In regard to Divine keeping and in regard to Divine 
healing, a man can cultivate life or he can cultivate death; 
he can cultivate health or he can cultivate disease; and there 
are some of you good brothers and sisters who are making 
a fatal mistake in not attending diligently to all of the duties 
to which you know you ought to attend. 

I want to ask you fathers and mothers: Before God, 
are you in a place where you can claim God’s keeping power? 
Are you in a place where, when you ring up for prayer for 
that little child of yours, you can have any hope of receiv- 
ing any answer to prayer? If you answer “yes,” then I 
want to know upon what do you base your hope for you 
seldom attend a Lord’s Day morning service, rarely ever 

come on Wednesday evening, never go out on Seventy work, 
do not attend to the duties to which you ought to attend, 
and do not avail yourselves of the means of grace, and you 
are inactive and without life, and how can you have any 
hope that God will hear and answer! 

Habit Wields Tremendous Power 

Habit is very easily formed. One of the best ways to 
keep good health is to keep out of bed, except when you 
really- ought to be there. Indulging the flesh in sleeping or 

eating will ruin you. And I tell you that the people in this 
City when they used to come up here in thousands on Lord’s 
Day mornings and on Wednesday evenings, and go into Chi- 
cago on Seventy work every Lord’s Day, were richly blessed 
by so doing. It is activity that begets life! 

A man can say, “I cannot — I cannot,” until he is 
a weakling. A man can say that he is tired until he ac- 

tually believes that he is tired. I know that on Lord’s Day 
mornings it is quite an effort for some to go to Chicago, 
and the devil holds up before them those old stairways be- 
fore they start, and he tries to make them believe that they 
will never live through it. Why, bless your life, it is the 
best thing in the world for them; you show to me a woman 

who has been working out in the garden all summer, and I 
will guarantee that her muscles do not get sore just through 
walking up a little stairway. We do not want to make hot- 
house plants out of ourselves. 

Some people worry themselves poor through trying to 
get out of the way of every little draught that blows, and 
every little wind that whistles around the corner. They 
make regular hot-house plants out of themselves. 

It is possible for a man, through his spirit, to mold his 
body of strength and power; but that is not accomplished 
through living around the blue-bag, or by discouraging and 
always telling one’s self that he doesn’t know anything or 

doesn’t amount to anything — that is not the way to do it. 
The man who says, “By the grace of God, I will!” is the 
man who develops and grows in grace and in power. 

The Christian Must Learn to be an Overcomer 
• • 

Let us hearken diligently to the voice of God. We have 
to learn these principles. I do not care what you inher- 
ited — you may have inherited lying from your great grand- 
father, but that is no reason why you should always be a liar 
— the grace of God is sufficient even for a liar. Oh, what 
an awful thing to hear a person say — and I could name 

two persons right now who said that they would rather tell 
a lie than eat a Thanksgiving dinner — that is was so 

natural for them to lie that there would not be any enjoy- 
ment for them in telling the truth; but the grace of God is 
sufficient even for them; I do not know of anything else that 
is worse than lying; you can catch a thief, but you cannot 
catch a liar. 

Divine Keeping Higher Ground than Divine Healing 

God’s Word is true, and if you will 
DILIGENTLY HEARKEN to His voice, and 
DO THAT WHICH IS RIGHT in His sight, and 
GIVE EAR TO HIS COMMANDMENTS, and 
KEEP ALL HIS STATUTES, 
He has promised that He will keep you, and His Word 

is true and cannot fail. Divine keeping is far higher 
ground than is Divine healing; the man or the woman who 
can claim God’s keeping power, has gone far nearer to the 
Throne of Grace than has the man or the woman who has 
failed to reach that place, even though he or she may re- 

ceive healing when either is sick. 
I desire to see the members of this Church kept from 

sickness. Is it not truly wonderful — the mann in which 
God has kept these hundreds of children? Why, it is mar- 

velous ! 

(To be continued) 
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