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I Tabernacle Addresses 
l By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

SUBJECT: 

“God’s Covenant of Divine 
Keeping.” 

(Continued from last issue) 

Presumption is a Lurking Danger 

Let me tell you that one of the dangers in Zion is that 
of the sin of presumption. Many of the little sicknesses 
are due to sins of ignorance, and some are due to careless- 
ness — and some of them are due to dirt. Now, I do not 
care how poor a family may be, there is no excuse for dirt, 
and dirt is the cause of sickness and of disease. Careless- 
ness! Let each one be clean. Our bump of precaution 
ought to be better developed. 

Some people imagine that, because we are trusting 
God, they can go out on a cold winter’s day dressed in 
mosquito netting, and that God will take care of them; but 
God will not do any such thing. 

I tell you, my brothers and sisters, after repeated 
warnings, if you fool around and fool around and allow 
disease to become fastened upon you, when you have so 

sinned against light and knowledge, it is mighty hard for 
you to get to the place where you can get an answer to 
prayer. Just because I believe in God’s keeping power, is 
not any reason why I should lay my pocket-book out on the 
sidewalk and then expect that God will prevent some one 
from picking it up. 

I gave a number of talks in Melbourne along these lines, 
and I will tell you the result: out of over two hundred chil- 
dren — one hundred and four of whom we actually had in 
the junior service when I presented Bibles to them — there 
was not one death; and out of the entire membership of 
between two and three hundred, during the whole time I 
was there, there were only three deaths — two of those per- 
sons died in hospitals, and the other one died in the hands 
of doctors. 

We do not want to lose any one, and we ought not to 
lose any. I want you people to do what is right. If there 
is any ground for complaint, and you call for an Elder and 
are not able to get one, ring me up and I will see the rea- 

son why — no matter what time of the day or night it is. 
I nderstand that I am not finding any fault with the parish 
officers; I am simply saying that with such a large body of 
people and so many little children, the Elders must guard 
the flock. Elders, call at every house in your parish and get 
to know the people and the children, and help them to God, 
and help to protect them against the onslaughts of the 
devil; and if you should go into a house where the people 
are dirty, pull off your coat and roll up your sleeves and 
clean up the house; and if you see around the premises, 
holes breeding disease, go to work and show them how to 
clean up. There are some very good people who do not 
understand this. 

We do not want the mean old devil to be dipping in here 
and taking this man and that woman, and this young wo- 
man and that one, and this child and that one. May God 
grant that we all will trust God fully and be protected. I 
am far more interested in the health and welfare of the peo- 
ple, than I am in the Zion Estate. It perhaps hurts me as 
much as it does anyone else, to have the devil destroy the 
life of any one of our ranks, and I exhort you to keep very 
close to God and to be faithful. I have been in some places 
to pray where I was willing to do anything that I could, and 
I have gone out in all kinds of weather, and have torn my- 
self away from pressing duties to go and pray, and then 
when I hear people say that they have not lived right, it 
makes the battle very hard. 

Oh, my brothers and sisters, I plead with you today to 
live right, to keep close to God, to read your Bible and pray, 
and to have happy homes and all live for God and for hu- 
manity, so that we may guard ourselves against the attacks 
of the devil. You fathers and mothers who have these 
dear little children — think of such families as Deacon 
Peterson’s and Deacon Benckendorf’s and Elder Carey’s and 
Elder Moot’s, and many others whom I could mention. What 
a responsibility! How dare you fathers and mothers get 
away from God! What an awful thing for you to get away 
from God when you have dear little children in your care! 
I tell you, when the fight comes is no time to begin to re- 
pent and confess and say, “O God, if only you will raise up 
this child, I will do what is right,” and make this and that 
promise to God. You may get through on that, but it is 
a very dangerous procedure; it is a great risk to run. We 
ought to guard these children and these young people. 

May God bless you all. 
The cong egation stood in silent prayer, while the 

Choir inarched out, singing in Recessional: “Lord Dis- 
miss Vs With Thy Blessing.” 

1 
Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing, 

Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Thy love possessing, 

Triumph in redeeming grace; 
Oh, refresh us, 

_ Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

Thanks we give and adoration 
For Thy Gospel’s joyful sound; 

May the fruits of Thy salvation 
In our hearts and lives abound; 

Ever faithful 
To the truth may we be found! 

So, whene’er the signal’s given 
Us from earth to call away, 

Borne on angel’s wings to heaven, 
Glad the summons to obey, 

May we ever 

Rise, and reign in endless day. 

Benediction by the General Overseer: 

SUBJECT: 

“Yet Lackest Thou One 
Thing” 

The meeting opened with the singing of Hymn No. 682— 
“Just as I am.” 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid’st me come to Thee, 

0 Lamb of God! I come, I come! 

Just as I am, and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, Whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

0 Lamb of God! I come, I come! 

Just as I am, though tossed about, 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 

0 Lamb of God! I come, I come! 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind, 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need in Thee to find, 

O Lamb of God! I come, I come! 

Just as I am: Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God! I come, I come! 

SCRIPTURE LESSON. 
General Overseer—Let all please turn to the third 

chapter of Acts, and Elder Tindall will lead you in reading 
this portion of God’s Word. 

Elder Tindall then led the entire congregation in the 
reading of Acts the third chapter, the first to the sixteenth 
verse inclusive:— 

“Now Peter and John went up together into the temple 
at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 

“And a certain man, lame from his mother’s womb, was 

carried, whom they laid daily at the Gate of the temple 
which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered 
into the temple; 

“Who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the 
temple, asked an alms. 

“And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him, with John, 
said, Look on us. 

“And he gave heed unto them expecting to receive 
something of them. 

“Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such 
as I have give I thee: In the Name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk. 

“And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: 
and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 

“And he, leaping up, stood, and walked, and entered 
with them into the temple, walking and leaping, and prais- 
ing God. 

“And all the people saw him walking and praising God: 
“And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at 

the Beautiful Gate of the temple: and they were filled with 
wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto 
him. 

“And us the lame man which was healed held Peter 
and John, all the people ran together unto them, in the porch 
that is called Solomon’s greatly wondering. 

“And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, 
Ye men of Israel why marvel ye at this? or why look ye 
so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness 
we had made this man to walk? 

“The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus; whom ye 
delivered up, denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he 
was determined to let him go. 

“But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired 
a murderer to be granted unto you; 

“And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised 
from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. 

“And His Name, through faith in His Name, hath made 
this man strong, whom ye see and know; yea, the faith 
which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in 
the presence of you all.”—Acts 3:1-16. 

The first stanza of—“I Need Thee Every Hour”— 
was then sung— 

I need Thee every hour, 
Most gracious Lord; 

No tender voice like Thine 
Can peace afford. 

Refrain.— 
I need Thee, oh! I need Thee; 

Every hour I need Thee; 
0 bless me now, my Savior! 

I come to Thee. 

After Elder Richert had offered prayer, all joined in 

singing the first stanza of—“ ’Tis the Blessed Hour of 

Prayer.” 

’Tis the blessed hour of prayer, when our hearts lowly bend, 
And we gather to Jesus, our Savior and Friend; 
If we come to Him in faith, His protection to share, 
What a balm for the weary! O how sweet to be there! 

Chorus.— 
Blessed hour of prayer, blessed hour of prayer; 
What a balm for the weary! 0 how sweet to be there! 

Invocation by the General Overseer :— 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of 
my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight and, in the Name of 
Jesus the Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, sanctified 
unto the good of all present, and to the honor and glory of 
Thy Name, 0 Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer; Amen.” 

General Overseer—In the Gospel according to St. 

Luke, the eighteenth chapter and a part of the twenty- 
second verse, we find the words, 

“Yet Lackest Thou One Thing” 

In the midst of many duties of various kinds incident 
to this work, and as I have looked forward to this Divine 

Healing Service, I have been thinking what might be the 

“one thing lacking” with each one here who has been seek- 
ing for healing. It certainly would be a very sad thing for 

any person to be right in everything else, except that he yet 
lacked in one thing. Of course, the seriousness of it would 

depend upon what that one thing was that was lacking. 
For the benefit of some here this afternoon who are 

going away, and others who are here for the first time, I 

desire to touch upon the fundamentals of this wonderful 
truth of Divine Healing, and I therefore pray that God, 
through the Holy Spirit’s power, will impress upon the mind 

of each one present the Covenant of Divine Healing, as 

found in Exodus 15:26. 
I want Elder Carey to read this verse, and I want you 

all to turn to it, and after you have read it, if you can find 
in it—or anywhere else in the Word of God—how either you 
or I expect God to bestow any bleslsings upon us when we 

are living far beneath our privileges and opportunities, and 

trampling beneath our feet the light which God has caused 
to shine upon our pathway, I would like you to show it to 

me. People are not only responsible for what they DO know, 
but also for that which they have an opportunity of knowing. 

People come here for teaching, and for prayer for 

healing, who never before, perhaps, except through having 
read one copy of the “Leaves of Healing,” or from having 
heard a few words spoken by a Zion worker out in the field, 
heard of Divine Healing; never before have they been 

taught, and they come here to receive the teaching. 
What is necessary for such an one to do? 
It is necessary for that person, to come in here with a 

mind and a heart open to receive the truth. If, as you sit 
here in this meeting, you are saying to yourself the words, 
“He cannot teach me anything, I was brought up in the 

Methodist Church—” or, “I was brought up a Baptist”— 
or, “I was brought up a Presbyterian, pooh! what does he 
know? he cannot teach me anything.” And another will 

say, “I have attended church services all my life, and we 

have a good preacher; he cannot teach me anything more 

than I know.” If there is any one here this afternoon with 
that kind of spirit, then you are simply wasting your time 

by coming to this meeting. You must come here with your 
mind and heart open to receive the truth as it is shown to 

you from the Word of God; and the trulli as you will hear it 
in Zion, may knock all of the Methodism or the Presby- 
terianism out of you—or whatever other ’ism it may be; and 
before you have been sitting here very long, you may find 
out that you have been believing a great many errors. 

Now, unless you are willing—unless, as you sit here 
this afternoon, you have a willing heart to cast off all error 

and to open your mind and heart to the truth as it is set 
forth in God’s Word, then you will not receive any blessing 
from the Hand of God. As you suffer from this disease 
.and that disease, you may say, “Lord, I never heard of 
Divine Healing until a few days ago—” or, “a few weeks 
ago. Lord, I have always been taught that You made people 
sick, and that You gave them cancer and consumption and 
tumors, and afflicted them in other ways, and no one ever 

'told me before that these foul diseases were the work of 
the devil; I am ignorant, but, Lord, here 1 am, my heart is 
open to receive Thy truth, and I promise You, my God, as 

You give me the light, that I will walk in the light.” And 
then you will receive some blessing from God. 

Those of you upon whose pathway years ago the light 
of Righteousness shone in such great beauty, those 
of you who were taught this truth and that truth and 
other truths in Zion, those of you who tasted of the goodness 
of God—but since, have proven unfaithful and have turned 
your backs upon the light and have sinned against full light, 
let me exhort you to seek repentance before God. I do not 
know of anything in the Bible that would warrant me in 
holding out to you this afternoon the hope that you can 

receive blessing from God when you have been unfaithful. 
If I could only say this afternoon all that has been running 
through my mind as I have thought of this text 

“Yet Lackest Thou One Thing,” — 

you would see, as you never saw, that you cannot do as you 
please and not get into trouble. 

Almost every day there come to me persons, saying, 
“Pray for me.” I say to them, “How long is it since you 
first heard of Zion ?”—“Five years; ten years.” 

“Have you been baptized?”—“Yes.” 
“Do you attend the Church services with a heart full 

of earnestness?”—“No; I used to do so, I do not now?” 
“Do you pray for the General Overseer in his arduous 

toils?”—“No; I put in most of my time criticising and find- 
ing fault with him, and picking flaws in the Leaves of 

Healing, etc.” 
“And yet you have come here for me to pray for you, 

have you?”—“Yes.” 
“Of course, you fully expect that God is going to halt 

all the angels and archangels and cherubs and seraphs, and 
all the hosts of Heaven, and command them to go to your 
rescue?”—and then they do not answer, but their look is 
as much as to say, “Well, He ought to do so.” 

Now, I will tell you, those of you who are in trouble 
today—some of you are in trouble because you have been 
unfaithful to your God—and I say, with trembling before 
God, there are many others in our ranks who are going to 
get into very serious trouble if they will not heed the Gos- 
pel trumpet and obey the Word of God! I cannot keep them 
out of trouble; I am not God! God has created you! 

God says in His Word that if we want to have His bless- 
ings bestowed upon us, then we must be obedient. 

I cannot expect my God to hear and answer prayer for 
a woman who is full of the devil of pride! 

I cannot expect my God to work a miracle upon a poor, 
miserable, old, stingy, covetous man who will sit under the 
preaching and resist the power of the Holy Spirit! 

I cannot expect God to open the windows of Heaven and 
pour out His blessings upon men and women who do as they 
like and go as they please! 

My brothers and sisters, this afternoon I am speaking, 
in a sense, as a dying man unto dying men and women; I 
am speaking as though this were to be my last message, and 
the last one that you would ever hear until you shall stand in 
the presence of God. 

Oh, the broken promises! “My God! I promise You 
that if You will only heal me this time I will do this and I 
will do that, and oh, I will be so earnest, Lord!” 

Ah, but how very many times before have such prom- 
ises been made—and broken! I tell you there are people 
who are asking God to heal them when they know, in their 
own hearts, that they have no expectation of God delivering 
them! If I were in a conflict this afternoon, and I could 
not fall upon my knees before God without condemnation in 
my heart, I would not ask Him for anything. 

God has ordained to save humanity through the fool- 
ishness of—what? 

People—“Preaching.” 
General Overseer—Yes; and I tell you as you sit here 

before me with that ungovernable, uncontrollable temper, 
that if you do not profit by the preaching of God’s Word and, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost, conquer that temper, 
the devil will smite you. The same is true with regard to 
envy and jealousy and covetousness and pride; and, the 
worst of all sins, the sin of murmuring and fault-finding and 
criticising. 

How can I expect to escape if I commit these sins, when 
the Children of Israel perished by the tens of thousands for 
committing them! And the light which they had compared 
with the light which you and I have today was as the light of 
a candle compared to the light of the sun. 

It is not the big things that make trouble, but it is the 
little things. 

“Well,” you say, “I cannot be perfect all in a minute.” 
No, I do not expect you to be; but I do expect a man 

who has had the teaching for the last fifteen years, to do 
his duty. When I find a man who stays at home instead of 
attending the House of God, except about once in three 
months, and who does not pay a cent of tithes, and does not 
take any interest at all in God’s work, and never reads his 
Bible or offers a prayer, all at once, smitten down by the 

devil, and he then requests prayer for his healing, I say 
that there has to be some pretty deep repentance on his part, 
and that the All-seeing Eye of Almighty God must discern 
whether that vow is genuine. 

Those of you who have read the story of Mary Casey 
will probably remember that, as she stood at the door of the 
Tabernacle in Chicago, she was asked, “Will you vow, be- 
fore God, to walk in all the light that He shall give you?” 
and she promised that she would, and God took her at her 
word, and He gave her deliverance. 

When I promise God, “Lord, do this for me; Lord, give 
to me this blessing and I will serve You faithfully with 
every power and every talent;” the Lord knows, as He looks 
down upon me, whether or not I am telling the truth. 

My brothers and sisters, this afternoon I have an earnest 
desire to bring each and every one of you up to the throne 
of God, and I want to see you lay down your transgressions 
and repent before God. 

(To be continued) 
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