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SUBJECT: jjj 
A Loving and Forgiving Father, A 
Sympathizing Savior, A Guiding and 
Consoling Spirit. 

(Continued from last week.) 

I was brought up in the country, and when I was a boy, 
a man who did not attend church services on the Lord’s Day 
was looked upon as worse than a heathen. The Bible says, 
“Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together.” 

Do not say, “What difference does it make whether or 

not I have family worship—cannot a man be just as good 
without having family worship as he can with it?” Well, 
maybe you can, but I cannot. Do you ask, “Why do you 
want to ask a man whether or not he pays his tithes?” Be- 
cause I do not take any stock in the professed “Christian- 
ity” of any man who does not pay his tithes for he is a 

thief, and a robber, and a wretched skin-flint, and would 
skin a flea for its hide and tallow. A man who does not pay 
his tithes is not as far along in the Christian life as were the 
people under the old Mosaic Law—that is the reason why 
I ask it. 

If I were to neglect the House of God, and neglect to 
conduct family worship in my home, and were to rob God of 
my tithes, then I would never pray at all; I would not have 
the “brass” to ask God the Almighty to do anything for me. 

I think it is downright impudence on the part of any man 

who refuses to pay his tithes and obey the plain Word of 
God, for him to get down and “howl” for God to do some- 

thing for him—yes, it is a piece of impudence. 
God has far more wisdom than has any earthly father, 

and a wise father demands obedience from his child; and 

parents often reward their children for being obedient, and 

punish them for being disobedient. Ah, I would not take 
the risk that some people take, no, not for all the gold of 

Ophir—no, I would not. About all the religion that some 

people have, they imagine, is just about enough to enable 
them to squeeze through the gates of Heaven. Well, I de- 
sire to have an “abundant entrance” into Heaven, and, by 
the grace of God, I intend to do my duty, and that is the 

proper way for all to do. 

No, you have your “twelve hours;” you have your day, 
I have my day, and I think I can truthfully say that I have 

already crowded quite a good deal of work into my day—and 
I intend to crowd in a whole lot more; and when my life shall 
come to a close at the proper time, I desire to be able to say 
to my Heavenly Father, “I have finished my work, I have 

accomplished the work which You gave to me to do.” And 

God gave me a pretty hard job. Of course, there are many 
other people who could do it a great deal better; they can 

tell me exactly how to do it. I am not trying to do any other 

person’s work; I have my work to do, and you have your work 

to do. 
When I hear people saying, “Oh, Overseer, will you 

please ask God to heal me? I will promise God that if He 

will heal me, I will do so-and-so.” God will not heal you, 
and I never take very much stock in that kind of talk. It is 

mighty poor time to begin to make promises to God and to 

try to make a bargain with Him. The time to go to work is 

this very afternoon. Are you ready? Have you made your 

peace with God?—or, do you know that if you were to pass 

away this afternoon you would go to hell? As far as I am 

concerned, I know where I stand; and I think you all know 

just where you stand. My brother, my sister, this afternoon 

is the very best time you ever will have to get right—to make 

your peace with God. Ah, how many opportunities have 

you neglected during the past twelve months?—you will 

never have them again; God will never give them to you 

again. Ah, there is that person whom you might have led to 

God, but who is now asleep in death and beyond the reach 

of your voice. And, I will tell you, the curse of humanity is, 
“Well, I will do it tomorrow, or next week.” Ah, no, you 
will not; today is the time to do it. 

Jesus Performed Every Duty 

Now, that is what the Savior said here, “Never mind 

about the Jews stoning me, I have a duty to perform, and I 

am going back there to perform it.” And He went back 

to Judea, and Martha met Him. I will pass over their 

•conversation—you may read it for yourselves. Then Mar- 

notified Mary; and when Mary came, Jesus did not say 
r much to her—in fact, He said but very little; He said 
•v at deal to Martha, but Mary was of a serious, medita- 

t; vt 'rame of mind, and it was as Jesus observed her that 

He wept. 

j> ts was Touched by the Feelings of Humanity 

It is a wonderful thing to think of the Son of God stand- 

ing by r; e side of a human being and weeping, through sym- 

pathv,—nnd the Jews scoffed and sneered at Him. The 

dev 1 i ust the same today. The other day I sent Elder 

Richert three hundred miles from here to the bedside of the 

wife of Deacon Robinson. They were at the bedside and 

she was at the point of death. After Elder Richert went 

there, in came the relatives, and they brought in a message 

from some of the officials that if she should die without hav- 

ing a doctor, they would “stretch him up;” but the Elder 

put them all out of the house—I do not know whether or not 

he did it very gently, I would not if I had been there. 

Ah, yes, the devil always has his tools—his emissaries 

_around, “Bring in a doctor and take drugs.” Well, Zion 

makes it known that she will have none of them, but the 

spirit of Zion is that we will trust God! and if they trusted 
God as they ought, no matter how near to death she was, 

God would hear and answer the cry. Let there be no 

wavering! Make no compromise! 
Deacon Becker, you will remember coming up to my 

Office in the City Hall Building and telling me about an 

“ex” doctor in this city advising you to put some s alve on 

your little girl’s face; and I remember how you said, “I 
would never do it!” Did God heal that child’s face? 

Deacon Becker—Yes, He did. 
General Overseer—God will never forsake the man who 

is unwavering in his loyalty Never allow fear or distress 
to enter your minds or hearts. We all are human, and we 
sometimes fail because we neglect opportunities—such as 
we have this afternoon. I tell you, it is hard work to break 
down that stubborn will and get out that pride—mighty 
hard work. You ought to think of yourselves as being able, 
by the grace of God, to stand every test. It would be a 
wonderful (?) church that could only be true when every- 
thing was fair and smooth sailing and everything prosper- 
ous—that would be a great (?) church—a lovely (?) church. 

God Seeks a People—a Church Who can Endure 

My brothers and sisters, I tell you, God wants a Church 
composed of men and women who can stand the loss of 
everything that the world calls dear—men and women who 
will cling to God in the darkest hour. You say you can do 
it, and you pitch into this and that one for not trusting God 
for healing. Ah, but how about yourself when you get into 
trouble? Zion City once was a wonderful place, was it 
not?—yes, it was. We have not had very many thousands 
of people come into Zion during the past three or four years, 
have we? 

Zion wants men who are ready to lay down their prop- 
erty and their lives, if necessary, in order to do good toward 
humanity. Zion wants people to come here—not for what 
they can get, but for what they can give; that is a principle 
of the Kingdom of God. 
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Mary and Martha Believed in the Resurrection 

Now, Mary and Martha conducted themselves in a very 
proper manner, and they both said, “Lord, if You had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” And they also both 
said, “We know that he shall rise againbut they referred 
to the final resurrection: and Jesus had spoken to them about 
his returning to life at that time, but they did not see that. 

Christ’s Great Power Came Through Prayer 

How did He do it? He simply prayed to God, and God 
heard and answered His prayer. 

How are we to get the blind eyes opened?—by praying 
to God. 

How are we to get the cancer killed?—by praying to 
God. 

Only Prayers Rightly Asked and Directed Can be 

Answered 

A man has no right to pray and ask God for anything 
when he knows that he is not right with God—when his 
conscience and his heart condemn him and he knows that 
there is a barrier between him and God; how could such a 

man expect to receive an answer to prayer? My brother, my 

sister, perhaps you will have to face this fact some day, I tell 

you, in all seriousness, I have seen a good many things hap- 
pen in my short life. This afternoon you think you are all 

right and that you can do just as you please and go as you 
like; but you will find out that God the Almighty is calling 
out after you and is reaching out after you with His loving 
hand; and you will come to the place wtiere you will find 
out that you cannot turn your back upon the light of Heaven; 
yes, you will find that out, and you mark what I say. The 
Great God Who looks down upon this earth, Who sees all 
the nations, by the Holy Ghost is calling, and you will find 
out that you cannot dolis you like with that call, but you 
have got to heed the voice of God. 

Oh, my brothers and sisters, if only I could say some- 

thing this afternoon that would help you all to be more ser- 

ious—and especially some of you—help you get to the place 
where you would realize God’s keeping power, so that you 
will not put it off and wait, as some have done, and as some 

are doing this very afternoon—struggling on the bed 

against a battling disease, when, if they had heeded the 

preaching of the Word and had lived in accordance with the 

Word, they would have been sitting here this afternoon, in- 

stead of being where they are. I tell you God is no Respecter 
of persons—no matter who or what the person is. 

Jesus prayed to God and God heard Him (God always 
heard Him) and He said, “Lazarus, come forth!” and 
Lazarus came forth. Now, Zion teaches that that same 

Jesus is here today, and ZlON teaches that He IS “the same, 

yesterday, and today and forever;” and when we sing, 
“What a friend we have in Jesus!” He IS a Friend! 

Have the True Faith and Stand Fast in it 

Oh, I wish we could have more reality! The Bible 

prophesies that in the last days men shall have the form of 

Godliness, but that they shall deny the power thereof. Now, 
if you want to see Zion Services full of the power of God, 
then you have to be true and in earnest; and when you sing 
a hymn,, you have to sing it with all your heart. When I 
hear people singing: 

“Lord, I care not for riches, neither silver nor gold; 
I would make sure of Heaven, I would enter the fold;” 

and then, the next day I see them scraping and skinning each 
other out of the last dollar, if they can; I know that there is 

not very much of the power of God there. 
“Wash me in the Blood of the Lamb, and I shall be 

whiter than snow;” that means every stain off, the spirit of 
impurity out of the blood, and disease taken out of the body. 

Just take, for instance, an audience such as this, if every 
person here would sing one of those hymns and mean it and 
live it—every word of it, I tell you, it would be fraught with 
power that would sweep you off your feet. 

Talk about Jesus as a Friend—we talk about Jesus 
being near and dear, and about His being a Reality, and that 

I is what He must be to us; and I tell you, you can face any 
! storm, you can travel through any valley, you can go to 

prison, you can go to the stake,—if you have the Lord Jesus 
the Christ as a Real Companion by your side. 

The Master Revealed Himself to a Sorrowing Heart 

It is a singular thing that in the first two Scripture 
lessons which I read, next to the Lord, a woman is the central 

figure—and that both of them are named Mary. Now, Mary 
Magdalene, as brought out in the second Scripture lesson, 
was at one time one of the worst characters of her time— 

the Lord cast out of her seven demons,—is it any wonder 
that she loved the Lord! The one thought that has pressed 
its way into my heart as I have thought over this question, 
is—“Woman, why weepest thou?”—and she answered, “Be- 

cause they have taken away my Lord.” 
In the first chapter of St. John’s Gospel we are told 

that one who became an apostle—a disciple of John the 

Baptist exclaimed, with great joy. “We have found the 

Messiah, Who is called the Christ.” 
My brothers and sisters, there may be some sitting here 

this afternoon who once “found” the Christ; and that which 

my heart desires for you this afternoon is that God, by the 

Holy Spirit’s power, will bring you back to your first love; 
you have lost the Christ, you have lost your first love; you 
are not walking in the light, but the devil has robbed you 

through the cares of this life, and through love for money, 

etc. 
What a fool is any man who bothers himself about 

pioney! There are some people sitting in this congregation 
this afternoon who love money better than they love God; 
and, I tell you, your love for money will yet land you in hell; 
and when you get there, just remember that Wilbur Glenn 

Voliva preached in Shiloh Tabernacle and told you so, and 

you will not be able to say that you never had any warning. 
“The Love of Money is the Root of All Evil!” 

Pride, and other evil spirits, have entered the lives of 
men and women and have crowded the Christ out. If you 
have lost the Christ, find Him again here this afternoon— 

here in Shiloh Tabernacle, and take your stand. Suppose 
your wife does oppose you! Suppose your husband does 

oppose you! Suppose your children oppose you! 

Zion Exists to Rebuke Sin 

Why, sure, you may join any other church in Christ- 

endom, but you must not join Zion ; there is not a word said 
if you talk of joining some other “church,” but just say 
that you intend to join Zion, and then they raise hell; why, 
certainly, and I do not wonder at it, for they know the prin-* 
ciples and truths for which Zion stands, and they had hoped 
that Zion was dead; but Zion is not dead and Zion will 
make the whole world sit up and take notice. Zion must 

witness against iniquity of every kind, shape and form; 
and in order for you to be able to do that, you have to be 

right with God yourself. 
I do not see how people can keep from being good; I do 

not see how people can keep from being Christians: any other 

kind of life is a farce, a delusion and a snare—and there is 

nothing in it. I do not know how any man can study the 

heavens, or cast his eyes o’er the earth, without becoming 
a follower of God. You are not shedding many tears today, 
and I do not want to make you shed tears—there is more 

religion in a smile than there is in a tear; but I will tell you, 

my brothers and sisters, unless you become in earnest you 
will shed some tears, and they will be very bitter tears, too. 

Ah, neglected opportunities! Neglected privileges! 
“Oh! the good that I might have done, and I did not do it!” 

My brothers and sisters, I shall not rest until every last mem- 

ber of this Church shows signs of spiritual life and growth. 
If there were a father and a mother here this afternoon and 

sitting by their side were a sweet little four-year-old child 

who could neither walk nor talk, they would wonder what 

was the matter, and would not know what to think of it; 
their hearts would be full of sorrow, and they would bring 
that child into the Divine Healing meeting for prayer for 

healing. But oh! how many spiritual children are there who 

can neither walk nor talk! I desire to teach every member 

of this Church to talk and to walk. 

Ye Must be Born Again 

There is no use for one to say to me, “Well, I am too 

timid to get up in a meeting and pray or speak.” Ah, yes 

you can if you will get right, no one could keep you from 

telling what God has done for you. When some of you peo- 

ple keep still, it is a wonder that the very stones do not cry 

out. Yes, it is every one that is “born from above;” that 

will be my subject for the next Convocation. Are you born 

again?—that is the question, are you bom again? Have 

you been converted? Is the Holy Ghost applying the blood 

of the Christ for your sanctification?—“No, I have the same 

old mean, nasty temper that I had thirty years ago.” Well 

if you have not yet gotten over that temper the sanctification 

has not gone very far. 
Now that little boy sitting down there (indicating) is 

brimful of physical life and that is just where we ought to 

be spiritually. Why a man who is full of spiritual life is 

going to be active—where there is life there is activity—that 
has always been true. 

Parents Should Earnestly Seek Their Children’s 
Salvation 

Now, after I have taken up that subject, I intend to take 

up the subject of the salvation of your sons and your daugh- 
ters. Some parents are very fond of coming around and 

telling me how much money their children make. What do 

I care if you have a son who makes one hundred and fifty 
dollars a month! Yes, and he never was converted, but is 

on the road to hell all the time. Ah, I tell you, parents, that 

boy of yours had better make only twenty-five cents a week, 
and have God in his life. Yes, some of your own sons and 

daughters are not yet saved—they have not salvation, and 

if Jesus the Christ were to come this afternoon, they would 

be left behind to go through the Tribulation. 

Zion People Cannot Do as the World’s People 

I say that the Zion young people do not have to do as the 

young people out in the world do; in the world they are 

“lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God,” and they are 

following the flesh and, I tell you, they are reaping the 

harvest. I noticed an account of where the parishioners of 

a certain Roman Catholic Church yesterday caused the 

arrest of their Priest, who smokes from fifty to one hundred 

cigarets every day. He is a fine (?) spiritual leader for the 

people isn’t he? 
Zion, I call upon you this afternoon to miake your con- 

secration complete, and to enter into a vow with God to help 
sweep out of this City every evil thing; and I say that the 

last tobacco user has either to quit the use of tobacco, or else 
get out! (Amens!) And if he thinks he will not have to. 
do so, then I will quickly show him, for we WILL have at 
least one clean spot on this earth. 

God Wipes Tears Away Through the Acts and Lives 
of His Sons and Daughters 

How will God wipe away all tears from their eyes—by 
some miracle away up yonder in the skies?—No, I will tell 
you how that time will come—by just the work that Zion 
is doing— the fight against sin and sickness and affliction 
and disease and death and hell; and the last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. When you get rid of sin, then you will 
have no more disease—do you understand that ? And when 
you get rid of sin and sickness and disease, then you will 
have no more death and no more hell—but they will be cast 
into the “lake of fire.” 

The thing for you and for me to do is to get rid of sin, 
to keep the body under, and to follow the Spirit; and, I tell 
you this afternoon—Oh! I wish I could say some things that 
ought to be said! I want to tell you, my brothers and sis- 
ters, that what we have to work for in this Organization and 
in this City, is to have our children—our sons and our 

daughters, our husbands and our wives, our fathers and 
mothers—and one and all, purified and sanctified by the 
blood of the Christ, pure in heart, pure in thought, pure in 
word and pure in deed. If there is one person sitting here 
this afternoon who is a novel-reader, you will pay the penal- 
ty, and you ought to pay it. Just think of a man or a woman 

spending his or her time reading novels, and who rarely, if 
ever, looks at the Word of God; and then when they get 
sick they will call in Elder Moot at eight o’clock, and Elder 
Reder at nine o’clock, and Elder Carey at ten o’clock, and 
then about midnight they telephone and want me to come. 

“I never yet knew any one who was a novel-reader who had 
any spiritual life, and one would about as well pray for this 
table-leg as to pray for the healing of such a person. Some 
of you read the newspapers more than you read your Bible. 
If I were not a public man, I would never look at a news- 

paper ; and I sometimes wonder, even now, if I would not be 
better off, as Zion’s Leader, if I did not read them; I do not 
know of any newspaper that I would believe a word I read 
in it unless I knew, from some reliable source, that it were 

true. 
My brothers and sisters, it is not going to help anybody 

spiritually to read murder stories, or divorce scandal, or some 

other outrageous thing. We must banish from Zion all pro- 
fanity and all vulgarity, and everything else that pollutes 
and destroys and then we want to live a simple life, we do not 
want a complex life. The next Zion City that I establish is 

going to be on a very different basis from this one, and we 

ought to make progress. I say to eat and drink that which 
is good, and to do that in moderation; and when you talk 
about dwelling in “The Secret Place of the Most High,” re- 

member that if you vary even an iota from the path of 
rectitude and righteousness and you do not, by the grace 
of God, get back, you will pay the penalty. 
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God Ordains Happy Homes 

Zion, I desire to see happy homes—homes where there 
is sunshine—happy homes; for, I will tell you, a happy home 
is a heaven on earth, and there is a way to have a happy 
home, and the way to have a happy home is to be careful. 
Do not think that you can get married and violate every prin- 
ciple, and at the same time establish a happy home, I cannot 
conceive of anything on God's earth that can be worse than 
for a woman to be married to a man for whom she discovers 
that she had no love, and of whom she loathes the sight, 
and yet compelled—because a marriage ceremony has been 

performed—to live with him—that is a dreadful thing! 
Zion has got to strike right at the root of the difficulty; that 
is the only way to get happy homes—there is no other way; 
and some of you old cross-patches ought to get converted. 
For a woman to wake up to the fact that she is married to a 

snapping turtle instead of to a man, is a very sad discovery 
—snapping and growling from morning till night, and com- 

plaining and fussing that this and that and the other thin'." 
is wrong, and that nothing is right—think of it! 

Zion Can Help to Wipe Away Tears 

I believe that this text, to a very great extent, can be 
fulfilled in Zion right now, and, as God's Servant, I should 

just love to be in the business of “wiping away tears.” If 
you have been a sinner, why, it is all right for you to come 

out—as did Peter—and weep bitterly, that is all right, per- 
haps some of you ought to weep bitterly over some things 
that you have said and done. It is all right to shed tears of 
joy—those are the best kind of tears to shed; but, I tell you, 
my brothers and sisters, there are oceans of tears shed be- 
cause of sin and transgression, and I do not wonder that 
some of you mothers and fathers are in great distress over 

your sons and your daughters. I will tell you, when a 

mother has given birth to a sweet little boy, and has nour- 

ished and cared for him, and walked the floor at night with 

him, and smoothed his fevered brow, and cared for him un- 

til he has grown to be ten, twelve or fourteen years of age, 
and then has to look at him as a wretched cigaret fiend, that 
is a very sad thing! 

My brothers and sisters in Jesus the Christ, may God 

help us all to set the right example. Zion’s mission is to do 

good. For the next few months I think I shall have to de- 

liver here on Lord’s Day afternoons, some of the same kind 
of addresses that I have been delivering on Tuesday after- 

noons, because many of you are not able to attend the Tues- 

day afternoon meetings. 
Arduous Toil Necessary in Redeeming Zion 

I want to say this afternoon, in closing, that I have gone 

through indescribable toil and suffering to bring this work 

back to the place where it now is, and no earthly reward 

ever could repay me for what I have gone through; and now, 

by the grace of God, let us keep Zion on a simple basis; let 

us pray morning, noon and night, and let no more pride get 
into this work; let us keep out all aristocracy. Oh, I wish 

that we could keep out all envy and all jealousy and lying and 

dishonesty; do right—do right by your brother; do not envy 

anybody, for that is very foolish; do not be jealous of any- 

body, for that is wicked; you have nothing over which to be 

proud. “Lord, when I have done my best, I am poor enough; 
I have nothing to brag about and nothing to boast about.” 

Let us preach the Gospel of the Kingdom of God and 

get the sinner saved, and the sick healed, and build an or- 

phans’ home and an old men’s home and an old ladies’ home, 
and let us do all the good that we can in this world—that is 

what we want, let us get on that basis, Zion. 


