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RUSSIA STARTS VIGOROUS 
OFFENSIVE 

May Have Important Strategical Effect— 
Austria Busy on Two Fronts—Japan- 

ese Warships Sent to Suez 

Contrary to all expectations, Russia has 
taken the offensive, by instituting a ter- 
rific drive against the Austrian lines, 
extending from Bessarabia northwesterly 
into East Galacia, along a 200 mile front. 
What at first was taken for a mere bluff 
on the part of Russia, has developed into 
what some military observers regard as 

perhaps the most strategical movement of 
the war, with from perhaps 1,500,000 to 

2,000,000 men engaged. 
This movement is reported to have 

caused a shift in the disposition of Teuton 
troops that were occupying Macedonia, 
and may possibly recall Field Marshal von 

Mackensen from his projected advance 
against Suez. It may also prove the de- 
ciding factor in bringing Roumania into 
the field on the side of the allies. 

Not only has Austria-Hungary been plac- 
ed on the defensive along the Russian 
front, but a desperate and important 
struggle for the mastery of the Adriatic 
has been raging for the past few days, 
between Austrian forces and the Monte- 
negrins. The Austrians are making a ! 
most determined effort to capture Mount 
Lowcen, the Gilbraltar of the Adriatic. 
Its retention by the Montenegrins threat- 
ens the Austrian hold on Cattaro Harbor, 
a naval base for operations. Cattaro is 

absolutely impregnable from the sea, its 

only point of attack being from Mount 
Lowcen, where the Montenegrins a year 
ago installed heavy artillery. 

Consuls Arrested at Saloniki 

The German, Austrian, Turkish and Bul- 

garian consuls at Saloniki, have been seiz- 
ed by the allies, and taken aboard a French 

warship. Greece has entered a protest 
against their arrest on Grecian territory, 
which she terms a violation of her soverign 

1 
rights. 

Austria Appoints Governor General of 
Serbia 

Emperor Franz Josef has nominated i 
Count Salis Sewis, military commander 
at Vienna, to become governor general of 
Serbia. This action indicates that Serbia, 
with the exception of Macedonia, lias been 
alloted to Austria. 

British Cruiser Blown to Pieces 

The British cruiser, Natal, was this 
week blown to pieces while in harbor, with 
a probable loss of 300 lives. The name of 
the harbor is not disclosed by the British 

admiralty. About 400 of the crew of 725, 
were ashore at the time of the occurrence. 

An official statement claims the Natal was 

wrecked “by an internal explosion.” 
This is the third British warship to be 

blown up, while in harbor, presumably by 
an internal explosion, since the opening 
of hostilities. 

Japanese Warships to Leave for Suez 
Canal 

An Associated Press dispatch from 

Tokyo, announces that a squadron of three 

Japanese war ships will sail for the Suez 

Canal, presumably to protect Japanese 
shipping. This action follows the sinking 
of two Japanese steamships in the Medi- 

terranean, within the past month, the 
Yasaka Maru having been torpedoed on 

December 31, and the freighter Kenkoku 

Maru, sunk by a submarine on December 
29. 

AMERICA FACES NEW CRISIS 

Liner Persia Sunk With American Consul 
Aboard — New Situation Extremely 

Puzzling—Submarine Warfare More 
Active Than Ever 

What is conceded to be one of the grav- 
est situations that the war has yet pro- 
duced, is now facing administrative cir- 
cles at Washington. Subsea activity, on 

the part of the central powers, has been 

resumed, with a vigor that seems to set at 

naught all efforts of President Wilson to 

secure a cessation of submarine attacks on 

merchant vessels. Within the last three 

weeks no less than five steamers have been 
sent to the bottom. 

On December 30, the Peninsular and 
Oriental liner, Persia, was sunk in the 

Mediterranean, only 155 passengers and 
crew surviving out of 400 persons aboard. 

Among those supposed to have been lost 
was Robert C. McNeely, who was on his 

way to take up his duties as American 
consul at Aden, Arabia. 

No submarine was seen by any survivor, 
but an officer of the Persia claims to have 
seen a white streak caused by the passage 
of a torpedo through the water, immedi- 

ately before the explosion. While it seems 

almost an assured fact that the tragedy 
was caused by a submarine, the question 
arises as to whether the attacking vessel 
was of German, Austrian or Turkish na- 

tionality. 
As soon as news of the sinking of the 

Persia was received at Washington, Presi- 
dent Wilson hurried back to the national 

capital, by special train, to deal with the 
situation. He has ordered a rigid investi- 

gation into the matter, and official com- 

ment is withheld for the present. 
Owing to lack of information in the mai- 

ler, the President’s position is extremely 
trying. The opinion is advanced by many, 
that he will serve an ultimatum upon Ger- 

many, Austria, Turkey and Bulgaria, de- 

manding, in the interest of American 

travelers, that submarine attacks upon 
merchant vessels, without warning, and 
without regard for the safety of non-com- 

batants, shall cease. 

Another theory is that he may decide 
to change his position regarding rights of 
neutrals, and that Americans will be warn- 

ed to keep off the ships of belligerents. 
However, this is entirely suppositional. 

The present situation is rendered all the 
more mystifying, because of the fact that 
a reply had just been received from the 
Austrian government, in connection with 
the sinking of the Ancona, which was un- 

expectedly favorable and conciliatory in 

tone, and which seemed to carry assurances 

that the dispute between the United States 
and Austria was settled. 

The Austrian government stated that 
the commander of the submarine had been 

punished for sinking the Ancona while 

passengers were still aboard. Satisfactory 
assurances were also given in regard to an 

indemnity. 
In addition to the sinking of the Persia, 

the big Glascow steamer, Glengyle, the 

largest British merchantman afloat since 
the sinking of the Lusitania and the Ara- 

bic, was also sunk in the mediterranean, 
on January 3. Ten lives were lost. 

Within the past few months, the Medi-' 
terranean has become a veritable grave- 

yard for vessels, about 70 steamers having 
been torpedoes in her waters. 

BILL INTRODUCED FORBIDDING 
AMERICANS TO TRAVEL ABOARD 
BELLIGERENT SHIPS EXCEPT AT 

OWN RISK 

According to Washington reports, dat- 
ed January 5, President Wilson has been 
notified by some of the leaders of the De- 
mocratic party in Congress, that they will 
not stand back of him in any drastic ac- 

tion he may take on the submarine issue. 
It is evident, furthermore, that many of 
the Democrats feel the government should 
not allow Americans to travel aboard 

belligerent merchant ships, except at their 
own risk. 

Senator Gore has just introduced a bill, 
which would require Americans to make 
affidavit that they would not take passage 
on belligerent ships, or on vessels, even 

American, carrying contraband, and if 

they did so, would receive no protection 
and be subject to penalty. Masters of 

ships carrying passengers, making such 

affidavits, would also be penalized. 

ROOSEVELTS PRESIDENTIAL 
CHANCES EVERYWHERE DISCUSSED 

A remarkable sentiment in favor of 
Theodore Roosevelt as the Republican 
candidate in the next presidential cam- 

paign, has spread over the country within 
the past three weeks. People seem to 

hardly know how this talk started, but, 
somehow or other, Roosevelt’s name is 
everywhere mentioned in this connection. 

Progressive leaders vehemently declare 
that the ex-president will not allow him- 
self to become a candidate on the Repub- 
lican ticket. Ex-president Taft, who has 

been regarding the political situation with 
good natured indifference, is now quoted 
as expressing his decided disapproval by 
saying that the Republican party wants 
a real G. 0. P. man as its candidate, and 
not a Progressive. 

Roosevelt himself has been sitting quiet- 
ly in the background, apparently hugely 
enjoying the commotion which the men- 

tion of his name has occasioned. 
The Chicago Evening Post, in an edit- 

orial December 31, said in part: 
“Colonel Roosevelt may or may not be 

a nominee for the Presidency. For our 

part, we believe with our Washington cor- 

respondent, Mr. Edward B. Clark, that he 
is not stirring a hand to get the prize. 
But it cannot be denied that his aggressive 
Americanism, his breadth of vision and 
fearlessness of expression are attracting 
to him day by day thousands of men who 
have formerly fought him to the bitter end. 

“The reason is plain. Colonel Roose- 
velt is phrasing, defining, driving home 
the issue on which the next presidential 
campaign will inevitable be fought. All 
others are silent on it. Men crave leader- 
ship and turn unerringly to a real leader. 

The situation, in the view of many lead- 
ing politicians, is simply thus: Roose- 
velt, by allowing his name to be placed on 

the Republican ticket, could swing both 
the Republican and the Progressive 
parties. 

The ex-presiclent’s frank and fearless 
utterances on preparedness and the Europ- 
ean war, and his cutting citicisms of the 
administration’s attitude tOAvard the sub- 
marine controversy, have struck a keynote 
AA'ith the masses. No matter hoAV much 
many thinking men may fear his policies, 
Roosevelt is riding on the crest of the 
popular AvaA^e. 

BILL FOR COMPULSORY ENLIST- 
MENT OF SINGLE MEN 

The government’s bill for the compul- 
sory enlistment of single men, in Great 
Britain, was introduced in the house of 
commons, on Wednesday, January 5, by 
Premier Asquith. Coincident with the 
introduction of the bill, the labor party 
made a call for a special trades congress, 
to convene in London, on Tursclay, Jan- 
uary G, to consider Mr. Asquith’s bill. To 
this congress all societies affiliated with 
the labor movement, were invited to send 
representatives. 

While many Liberal organs seem to be, 
at least, resigned to the idea of compul- 
sory military service, the Manchester 
Guardian, the most important provincial 
newspaper, has raised the cry of “Mili- 
tarism.” It says: 

“Nothing can be more unsatisfactory— 
or, we will say, irrational—than the way 
in which the government appears to be ! 
drifting into a reversal of one of the 
greatest of our national traditions, and 
dividing the nation, hitherto so splendidly 
united.” 

According to a London report, dated 
January 2, labor unions are slowly break- 
ing away from their stubborn stand, both 
in regard to conscription and Lloyd- 
George’s plan to introduce unskilled labor 
in munitions factories. On that date the 
first break in the ranks, on the conscrip- 
tion issue, came, when the executive com- 

mittee of the Railway Cierkss1 -a.ssucISifci.GTl 
decided to give a free hand to its delegates 
at the labor conference, convening in Lon- 
don, January 6. The committee reaffirmed 
the principle of strong opposition to com- 

pulsory military duty, but decided that 
the very “exceptional circumstances of 
the hour,” called for a new attitude. 
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AEROPLANE SERVICE BETWEEN 
NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA 

PREDICTED 

Strategical Boards Recommend Two 
Power Army and Large Navy 

In a speech, on January 3, before the 

pan-American scientific congress, assembl- 
ed at Washington, D. C., Alberto Santos- 

Dumont, the Brazilian aeronaut, predicted 
that before many years aeroplane service 
would be established between the United 
States and South America, and that the 

trip from New York to Buenos Ayres could 
be made in a few days. He pointed out 

that the aeroplane had already reached a 

speed many times that of the fastest 

steamship. 
“I believe,” he added, “the aeroplane 

will knit the various states of the conti- 
nent into an integrally united, co-operat- 
ing, and friendly combination, allied for 
their own well being in trade and com- 

merce, as well as for strength in times of 
possible war.” 

The possibility of a combined attack by 

two foreign powers, to break down the 
new pan-American doctrine, has led the 

army and navy strategical boards, accord- 
ing to Washington reports, to express 
the official opinion that the United States 
should build a two power navy, and or- 

ganize a federal army of sufficient size to 

provide against the eventuality of an as- 

sault upon the doctrine, by either an 

Asiatic or a European power, or even by 
an alliance between two such powers, 
which might hurl forces simultaneously 
against the Atlantic and the Pacific coasts. 

ROOSEVELT RIDICULES PACIFISM 

A paper by Theodore Roosevelt, on 

“Social Values and National Existence,” 
read before the American Sociological 
Society, in session at Washington, D. C., 
on December 29, furnished a theme for 
animated discussion. The ex-president, 
with his usual virility of expression, 
strongly ridiculed any sentiment on the 

part of Americans, opposing national de- 
fense. 

Among other things, Mr. Roosevelt said: 
“If the man who objects to war objects 

to the use of force in civil life, his posi- 
tion is logical, although absurd and wick- 
ed. If the college presidents, politicians, 
automobile manufacturers and the like, 
who during the last year or two have 

preached pacifism in its most ignoble form, 
are willing to think out the subject, and 
are both sincere and fairly intelligent, 
they must necessarily condemn a police 
force or a posse comitatus just as much as 

they condemn armies, and they must re- 

gard the activities of the sheriff and the 
constable as being essentially militaristic 
and therefore to be abolished. When we 

have discovered a method by which right 
living may be spread so universally in 

Chicago and New York that the two 

cities can with safety abolish their police 
forces, then, and not until then, it will be 
worth while to talk about ‘the abolition 
of war.’ ” * * * 

“There are, of course, persons who be- 
lieve all force is immoral, that it is im- 
moral to resist wrongdoing by force. I 
have never taken much interest in indi- 
viduals who profess this kind of morality; 
and I do not know the extent to which 

they practically apply it. But of course 

if they are right in the theory, then it is 

wrong for a man to endeavor by force to 

save his wife or sister or daughter from 

rape or other abuse, or to save his chil- 
dren from abduction and torture. It is j 
a waste of time to discuss with any man a j 
position of such folly, wickedness and 

poltroonery. 

WARDEN OSBORNE OF SING SING 
INDICTED 

Thomas Mott Osborne, who, as warden 
of Sing Sing prison, has introduced many 
reforms in that institution, attracting na- 

tional attention, has been indicted by the 
Westchester County grand jury, charged 
with perjury, neglect of duty, mismanage- 
ment and immorality. Osborne has also 
been removed from office, as warden by 
John B. Riley, state superintendent of 

prisons. 
The ex-warden intimated that Riley is 

a party to a vile conspiracy against him. 
Tie declares that the indictment does not i 
convict him, and that he will fight the j 
charges to a finish. 

An editorial appearing in the Chicago j 
Evening Post, of January 3. says among 
other things; 

“Thomas Mott Osborne is no longer 
warden of Sing Sing. The persistent cam- 

paign to ‘get him’ that began the moment 

he initiated his reforms has been crowned 
with success. 

“Mr. Osborne brought ideals to Sing 
Sing that clashed with the old political 
control of the prison. He put a stop to 

graft. He introduced humane treatment 

of the inmates. 
“Powerful agencies at once sought his 

downfall. He was subjected to petty 
persecution, to abuse, to continual inter- 
ference and repeated investigations. 
Everything was done that ingenious poli- 
ticians could devise to force his resigna- 
tion. * * * 

“His efforts to improve conditions in 

Sing Sing were immensely hampered by 
the malevolent meddling of his foes. * * * 

“Osborne is out of Sing Sing until after 
his trial. By that time the politicians 
hope they will have regained their old con- 

trol. But they may be disappointed. * * * 

“Whatever happens to him, there is a 

neAV sentiment with which the politicians 
must deal, a sentiment that will not per- 
mit a return to the old conditions of cruel- 

ty and graft under which Sing Sing was 

a disgrace to the state.” 

EARTHQUAKE SHOCKS 

An earthquake shock, lasting 15 min- 

utes, was recorded, on the morning of De- 
cember 31, on seismographs at St. Louis, 
Missouri, and Buffalo, New York. The 
shock was preceded by tremors for 48 
hours. 

A dispatch from Tacoma, Washington, 
dated January 2, stated that one of the 
most severe earthquake shocks that that 
city had ever experienced, was felt on the 
afternoon of New Year’s day. The shock 
lasted for several seconds, and was not- 
table for its peculiar wave. The tremor 

was accompanied by a dull booming sound. 

Buildings in the business section of the 

city were violently shaken, but no damage 
was reported. 

Scarcely a month passes by but that 
more or less earthquake shocks are record- 
ed in some part of the earth. 

HENRY FORD RETURNS 

Believes Mission has Created Peace 
Sentiment 

The Ford peace party was well received 

by the Swedish people, according to re- 

ports. The most prominent men and wo- 

men of Stockholm gave a banquet in their 
honor, at the Grand Hotel, on the even- 

ing of December 29. When the party 
was leaving, thousands of Swedish peo- 

ple gathered at the station to bid them 
farewell, and sang “My Country ’Tis of 
Thee.” 

The German government has granted 
the peace expedition permission to travel 
to the Hague, through Germany, by spe- 
cial train, although no passports covering 
belligerent countries, jvere granted by the 
United States. 

The conditions under which the Ameri- 
cans will travel, are very strict. Their 
train will be sealed, everyone being locked 
within. No one is to touch German soil. 
No typewritten or printed matter can be 
carried. The concealment of any paper, 
even of the most innocent character, will 
result in serious complications for the 
entire party. Before reaching German 
territory, all cameras, post cards, spy 
glasses and gold coins must be abandoned. 

It is announced that from present in- 
dications the conference at The Hague 
will last only about 5 days, the party dis- 
banding on January 12, when most of the 
members will return home. It is esti- 
mated by Ford’s business manager, that 

the expedition may cost more than one 

million dollars. 

Henry Ford arrived in New York on 

January 2. He declared that he had no 

doubt that the mission had accomplished 
tangible results, the main idea of the ex- 

pedition being “to crystallize into con- 

crete form, if possible, the various ideas 
and hopes for peace, which prevail all 
over the world.” 

“If what I have done,” he said, “will 

bring peace only one day nearer, I shall 
be more than repaid. Every day the war 

is shortened will save thirty thousand 
lives.” 

He stated that he Avas simply the custo- 
dian of the money AAThich the people being 
slaughtered had helped him to get, which 
he Avas willing to spend in their behalf. 
Referring to the charge that the mission 
had been for self-gratification or adver- 
tisement, he laughed and said that his 
business did not need advertising. 

WORST EPIDEMIC OF GRIPPE IN 
HISTORY OF COUNTRY 

The most serious epidemic of la grippe 
and pneumonia ever known in the United 
States, has spread from coast to coast, 
and from the Canadian line to the Gulf. 
The two cities of Cleveland and Detroit 
alone each report 100,000 cases of in- 
fluenza. 

In Chicago more than thirty persons 
have died daily, from pneumonia, during 
the past few weeks. In Philadelphia it 
is estimated that more than 15,000 persons 
are sick with the grippe or pneumonia, 
and there is a shortage of nurses in that 
city. 

Statistics show that la grippe causes the 
death of 12,200 persons annually, in the 
United States. In view of this mortality, 
and the general prevalence of the epidemic 
at the present time, the public is called 
upon, by health officials of various cities, 
to cooperate by guarding against taking 
cold, by protecting their feet and wear- 

ing proper clothing. 

According to the Chicago health depart- 
ment, persons who stuff themselves with 
rich foods and neglect proper outdoor 
exercise, are highly subject to the dis- 
ease. 

WILL PROBE CHARGE OF IMMORAL- 
ITY IN “MOVIE” CAMPS 

Charges have been made in public, upon 
several occasions, by Rev. Dr. Charles 
Selecman, pastor of Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, of Los Angeles, 
California, that immorality is rampant in 
many of the motion picture camps and 
studios of that city. As a result of this 
agitation, Thomas L. Woolwine, county 
district attorney, has said that an investi- 
gation will be started at once, and action 
taken by the grand jury if facts warrant. 

Dr. Selecman declares that he has re- 

ceived scores of letters from girls, film 
actresses, and even directors of motion 
picture companies, bearing testimony to 

widespread demoralization in this busi- 
ness, which gives employment to thous- 
ands of persons, both men and wo- 

men, in southern California, and disburses 
monthly accounts estimated at two million 
dollars. 

FARMERS URGED TO CONSERVE 
FERTILIZER 

A warning has been issued to American 

farmers, by Secretary of Agriculture 
Houston, to conserve their fertilizer sup- 

ply. The secretary has pointed out that 
the European war has cut off all im- 

portations of potash, one of the chief com- 

ponents of every commercial fertilizer, 
and that the supply in this country is 

practically exhausted. 
It is the fear of the secretary that the 

shortage of potash may result in a restrict- 
ed harvest, especially of grains. 

GOODNOW BELIEVES CHINESE UP- 
RISING DUE TO OPIUM 

Dr. -J. Frank Goodnow, president of 
Johns Hopkins University, and former 
confidential adviser to the Chinese govern- 

ment, attributes the present uprising in 
the province of Yunnan, China, to the at- 

titude on the part of the Chinese govern- 
ment to annihilate the opium industry. 

“The province of Yunnan,” he said, 
“always has been an excellent field for 
the cultivation of the poppy plant. The 

prohibition of the use of opium just be- 
fore the revolution has been for some time 
one of the vital issues at stake in the 
Chinese administration. 

The revolutionary uprisings are not con- 

sidered, at this time, as constituting a ser- 

ious political situation. 
Yuan Shi-Kai entered the palace at Pe- 

king, in the imperial yellow chair, on New 
Year’s day, sat on the throne, and was an- 

nounced as “his imperial majesty.” He 
is already addressed as emperor of the 

Chinese, although the formal coronation 

ceremony has not taken place. 
Compulsory military service for China, 

has been determined upon, conscription be- 

ing inaugurated January 1. It first goes 
into effect in the province of Chili, in 
which Peking is located, and Shan lung, 
adjoining on the south. 

JUSTICE LAMAR DIES IN WASH- 
INGTON 

Associate Justice Joseph Rucker Lamar, 
of the United States Supreme Court, died 
in Washington, on January 2, after an ill- 
ness of several months. Justice Lamar 
came from distinguished Southern stock, 
and was one of the few men whose family 
had previously had a representative on the 
bench, he being a cousin to Justice L. Q. 
C. Lamar, of Mississippi, who served on 

the bench from 1888 to 1893. 
Mr. Lamar, while a democrat in politics, 

was appointed to the United State Su- 

preme Court, by ex-president Taft, there 

having been but two precedents for such 
action. His opinions were always fin- 
ished works of logic; applications for re- 

hearing being rare in cases decided. 

GENERAL HUERTA SERIOUSLY ILL 

General Huerta, former provisional 
president of Mexico, held for violation of 

neutrality laws of the United States, is 

critically ill at Fort Bliss, Texas, where he 
has been confined in prison for naay 
months, under guard. On December 27, 
he was removed to his wife’s residence, 
where his guard remain with him. Th n 

is but little expectation of his recovery 


