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UBJECT: 

CHRIST, DOING THE WORKS j! 
OF GOD 

(Continued from last week.) 

Laborers for the Great Harvest are Few 

My brothers and sisters, when I look around at the 

world, the words of Jesus always come to me, “The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are fewand how true that 
is today, and what a great field there is for Zion. The har- 
vest is ripe and ready for the gathering. 

Oh, may God help us to take these words that I have 
read—“But that the works of God might be made manifest 
in him, I must work the works of Him that sent Me while it 
is day; the night cometh, when no man can work.” 

How Habits are Formed 

People allow too many little things to interfere with 
their service for God. I want to add this because it will 

probably help somebody here this afternoon: When the time 
comes to go to service a person can say, “Well, I do not feel 
like going today,” and he will stay at home, and then when 
the next time comes to go to the service it is the easiest 

thing in the world for that one to stay at home again. Go- 

ing to church is a habit—and a habit that not many people 
have nowadays. There used to be a time when a man who 
did not attend church on Lord’s day was looked upon as a 

heathen. Nowadays the habit of NOT going to church is 
so widespread that those who do go are an exception and the 
number is very small. Even right here in Zion City there 
are people who, I will guarantee, have not attended a church 
service during the last twelve months; and that is one 

reason why I am pleading for aggressiveness, and shouting 
to you to look to Jesus the Christ and to go to work, and let 
us go after these people in Zion City, and if they will not re- 

pent and take their stand for God and for Zion, then let us 

have such an holy atmosphere here that they will not want 
to live in it. 

There are some people who used to go to church but 

who do not go now because, when they went, some brother 

did not shake hands with them, or somebody did not notice 
them. Now, I do not go to Church to worship any man, 

but I go to worship God. There are some people who go to 

church only twice a year—at Easter and at Christmas; 
there are other people who never go to church except when 

they get a new suit of clothes or a new dress, and then they 
go for one or two Sundays only. Well, I want ZlON peo- 
ple to attend the services from principle, and I have always 
followed this practice. I used to go to church in the country 
through the rain and in all other kinds of weather, and at 
all times. I once attended a baptismal service when the 

mercury was thirty degrees below zero, and we had to cut 
a hole in the ice .in order to baptize the people, and their 
clothes were frozen stiff before they could be put into the 

bob-sled; and I tell you that they are the kind of people who 
have the right kind of mettle in them. 

One’s Religion Should Cost Effort 

It is nice when a man’s religion costs hardship. Why, 
some of you people who formerly lived in the country dis- 
tricts used to go to meeting over all kinds of roads, and 
crawl under barbed wire and climb fences, and tear your 

coats, and you did not think anything about staying home 
from meeting in those days, but you would go for miles, 
night after night and week after week; and that kind of 

spirit and determination is just what we need right here in 
Zion City, so that we will not hesitate. 
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Let your Light Shine ; Give Zion’s Salutation 

The same is true of the Seventy work: it costs a little 
effort and means a little self-denial and hardship; it means 

a little climbing up the stairs; but it is all right, and I am 

very thankful to God for the response that we have had; 
and after this sermon this afternoon I would just like to see 

many others take their stand and say, “Well, God helping 
me, I am going to do what I can in working for Him the rest 
of my life.” You may be seventy years old, but are you 

going to retire just because you are seventy years of age? 
No! Go and do something in the Master’s Vineyard. Let 

your light shine! Give the Zion salutation—“Peace to 

thee;” and “Peace to thee be multiplied.” Shoot it straight 
at them. When I see somebody coming who, I know for 

sure, is going to say “Good morning,” then I begin practic- 
ing before I get up to him—“Peace to thee!” “Peace to thee 
be multiplied.” I want this people to use the salutation, 
and to observe the nine o’clock hour of prayer. Let your 

light shine; that is the proper thing to do. You never gain 
anything by hiding your light under a bushel. If you hide 

your light under a bushel then they will say that you are no 

good—they will say, “My, he is a great Zion man, isn’t he; 
he is ashamed of his religion.” You never gain anything by 
hiding you light nor by yielding. Some of the most wicked 
men in the world will have great admiration for a man 

who will live his religion; we must be aggressive and go 
forward. 

Be Not Weary in Welldoing 

Zion City was built for Zion and for Zion people, and 
I expect to make a Zion City out of it. Let us keep working 
away and never growing weary in this great work; and be- 
hind it all there must be hearts filled with Christian love. 
Let your light shine; quit thinking about employment, and 

making money, but seek first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness. The trouble with many people is that they 
are thinking about everything else except the right thing. 

Pray for me; I have a pretty hard job—but I intend to 

stick to it, by the grace of God, and I shall not waver nor 

compromise with anybody in any way, shape or form. To 
my mind, the most beautiful thing this side of Heaven would 
be a true, thorough Zion City, and I say it is possible. “All 
things are possible to them that believe.” 

My brothers and sisters, let us all be workers in the 
Master’s Vineyard; let us pray for each other and not criti- 
cise each other; let us be kind and charitable to each other, 
and let us take these beautiful verses and apply them to our- 
selves as Christians, and let us live them, and then God will 
bless us; and I tell you, we have here a glorious opportunity 
to exercise faith in God. How much faith in God have you 
—have you that faith that never wavers? Now, above all 
times, is the time to stand; and let us all be true-hearted, 
whole-hearted, faithful and loyal; let no one break the ranks, 
but let all pull together and let our lights shine, and the day 
will come when we will have but one Church, one store— 
cooperative institutions run for the honor and the glory of 
God. We can do it, therefore let us all stand together. Let 
us seek for the salvation of the sinful and the healing of the 
sick above everything else, and let us get out into the Seventy 
work, and I pray that you all may be overcomers. 
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Signs that Will Precede the End of 
the World—the Close of the 

Gospel Age, and the Usher- 
ing In of the Millennium 

BY WILBUR GLENN VOLIVA 

After the Processional by Zion White-Robed Choir, the 
General Overseer pronounced the following 

INVOCATION 

God be merciful untg us and bless us, 
And cause Thy face to shine upon us; 

That Thy Way may be known upon the earth, 
Thy Saving Health among all the nations; 

For the sake of Jesus. Amen. 
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The Hymn-“The Crowning M”-was then sung, 

Our Lord is now rejected, 
And by the world disowned, 

By the many still neglected, 
And by the few enthroned, 

But soon He’ll come in glory, 
The hour is drawing nigh, 

For the crowning day is coming 
By and by. 

Chorus— 
Oh, the crowning day is coming, 

Is coming by and by, 
When our Lord shall come in “power” 

And “glory” from on high. 
Oh, the glorious sight will gladden 

Each waiting, watchful eye, 
In the crowning day that’s coming 

By and by. 

The heavens shall glowr with splendor, 
But brighter far than they 

The saints shall shine in glory, 
As Christ shall them array, 

The beauty of the Savior 
Shall dazzle every eye, 

In the crowning day that’s coming 
By and by. 

Our pain shall then be over, 
We’ll sin and sigh no more, 

Behind us all of sorrow, 
And naught but joy before, 

A joy in our Redeemer, 
As we to Him are nigh, 

In the crowning day that’s coming 
By and by. 

Let all that look for, hasten 
The coming joyful day, 

By earnest consecration, 
To walk the narrow way, 

By gathering in the lost ones, 
For whom our Lord did die, 

For the crowning day that’s coming 
By and by. 

The Scripture Lesson :—The Last Great Prophecy of 
Christ 

General Overseer-—The last great prophecy of the 
Christ, you will find recorded in the twenty-fourth chapter 
of the Gospel according to St. Matthew, in the thirteenth 
chapter of the Gospel according to St. Mark, and in the 
twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. 

Most Bible students are more familiar with the twenty- 
fourth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew than 
they are with the thirteenth chapter of Mark, or with the 
twenty-first chapter of Luke. I will, therefore, read for our 

Scripture lesson the last great prophecy of the Christ as 

recorded in the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according 
to St. Luke: 

“And He looked up, and saw the rich men casting their 
gifts into the treasury. 

“And He saw also a certain poor widow casting in 
thither two mites. 

“And He said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor 
widow hath cast in more than they all. 

“For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the 

offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the 

living that she had. 
“And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned, 

with goodly stones and gifts, He said, 
“As for these things which ye behold, the days will come 

in the which there shall not be left one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down.”—Luke 21:1-6. 

This is the first part of the prophecy; and one needs 

only to turn to history in order to determine whether or not 
His words were literally fulfilled. 

The Disciples’ Questions, and the Answer of Jesus 

Now in the seventh verse—the question which the dis- 

ciples asked Him. 
“And they asked Him, saying, Master, but when shall 

these things be? and what sign will there be when these 

things shall come to pass?” 
In the account given in the twenty-fourth chapter of 

Matthew you will find three distinct questions: First— 
“Tell us, when shall these things be?”—That is, 

“When shall there not be left here, of all these buildings, one 

stone upon another?” That is the first question. Now, 
the next question is— 

“And what shall be the sign of thy coming?”— 

or, “of Thy presence?” And the third question— 
“And of the end of the world?”—or, “the end of the 

age?” Those are three distinct questions, as given in 
Matthew. 

Now, here is His answer: 

“Take heed (that is, Be on your guard) that ye be not 
deceived.” 

He clearly foresaw the dangers which would beset those 
who wanted to be Christians—dangers which would beset 
them upon every hand; and therefore He told them to be on 

their guard. That is the first thing—be on your guard that 

ye be not deceived. 
“For many shall come in My name, saying, I am 

Christ—” 
That is, false Christs will appear—persons will appear 

saying that they are the Christ. Every well-informed per- 
son knows that of all the years in the history of the Gospel 
Age, of all the centuries that have passed since this proph- 
ecy was uttered, and the last twenty-five years have seen a 

large number of persons—not all of them men, but some of 
them being women,—for instance, since Mrs. Eddy’s death 
a short time ago, a Mrs. Stetson, of New York City, has 
come out with a statement that Mrs. Eddy is going to be 
resurrected and that she was Christ; and, no doubt, there 
are others who believe in such false doctrine. That proph- 
ecy has been fulfilled to as great an extent, I think, as we 

could expect. 
“And He said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for 

many shall come in My name, saying, I am Christ; and the 

time draweth near: go ye therefore not after them.”— 
Luke 21:8. 

How it is that any person could even for a moment, 
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consider such a hlasphenjous claim, is a mystery to me. 

Take, for instance, that man in Brighton, near London,— 
Mr. Smith-Piggott, who claimed to be the Christ, and he 
had followers. The fact in the matter is that there are so 
many people in this world, and so many peculiar people, 
that it doesn’t make very much difference how hair-brained 
is the advocate, nor how foolish the things that are taught, 
there will always be some ready to accept them. 

The Bible Must be Carefully Studied and its Teaching 

Followed 

You will remember when I stood on this platform that 
first Wednesday evening—about the middle of February in 
1906—that I warned you against certain things, and struck 
the key-note: “Stick to the Bible!” If you will follow the 
Word of God, you will never go astray!” 

Now, there are some deceitful uses made of the Bible, 
and oftentimes people attempt to bolster up certain things 
by misconstruing and misquoting the plain Word of God. 
In other words, they “wrest the Scriptures to their own de- 
struction.” You will notice that nearly all of these false 

religions have Bibles of their own; the Christian Scientists 
have a bible of their own; and you will also observe that 
these false doctrines deny—although it is not apparent to 
the casual reader or to the superficial hearer—yet it is ap- 
parent that they deny all of the fundamental principles of 
the Bible. Now, when a man says that Christian Science 

(falsely so-called) denies every truth of the Gospel, people 
smile, but that is their ignorance. When I say that it 

DOES deny every truth of the Gospel, I know what I am 

talking about and I am not beating the air. I say that, as 

a false religion, it denies every fundamental truth of the 

Gospel of the Kingdom of God, and no person is able to 

refute my position; but there are many people who are just 
like the little birds that swallow the worm when the mother 

bird gives it to them; they swallow anything and everything 
without stopping to examine it, and they think it is some- 

thing wonderful; and such thoughtless people will tell you 
that there is no sin and no disease and no devil, and that 

there is no death; they will tell you that God is in all and 

that God is All and that He fills the universe, and therefore 

there is no room for anything else. Yes, that is their argu- 

ment, and my, it is a brilliant (?) argument! 

Christ Warns His Disciples to Watch and be Careful 

Now, you look out for false christs. Any man or any 

woman who claims to be Christ, may be put down at once 

as a lunatic. It is very remarkable that the Christ should 

warn the people first of all against false christs. He goes 

on and says— 
“But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be 

not terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but 

the end is not by and by.”—(Verse 9.) 
That is as much as to say that from that time all the 

way down through the centuries until the Christ should 

come again there would be wars and, as Matthew puts it, 
“rumors of wars,” and widespread commotions. Now, as 

soon as these signs appear, do not conclude that the end of 

the age.has come and that it is all over with; you see, 
Christ warns them against that. 

“Then said He unto them, Nation shall rise against na- 

tion, and kingdom against kingdom: 

“And great earthquakes shall be in divers places”— 
(Verses 10, 11.) 

You will be interested in statistics that I have given to 
you on this subject of earthquakes. I doubt if there is a 

person here who knows—although I do not intend to discuss 
that this afternoon, but I doubt if there is a* person here 
who ever heard before that the Aurora Borealis, or what we 
call the “Northern Lights,” is a modern phenomenon that, 
as far as the record goes, the first Aurora Borealis that ever 
was seen was more than four centuries after this prophecy 
was uttered. That is true; and it is a very striking thing 
that prior to the time of the Christ, as far as we know, there 
were only about four hundred earthquakes; while since the 
Year 1850 (some of you were born before that time) there 
have been over eighteen thousand earthquakes, according to 
thoroughly reliable statistics. 

Jesus says that one of the signs of the close of the Age 
and of the approach of His coming will be wars; and another 
sign will be earthquakes in divers places. 

“* * * And famines and pestilences; and fearful sights 
and great signs shall there be from heaven.” 

Why, this is so simple that even a child can understand 
it. God the Almighty has purposed to leave us without any 
excuse, and you cannot plead ignorance. If you do not know 
the time in which you are living, then it is your own fault, 
because God, in His plan, arranged to hang signs in the sky, 
and to spread abroad signs upon the earth that would be 
visible and plain and unmistakable—even to the humblest 
child. 

Believers in Christ May Expect Persecution 
* 
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“But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, 
and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and 
into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for My 
name’s sake. 

“And it'shall turn to you for a testimony. 
“Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate be- 

fore what ye shall answer: 

“For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all 
your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. 

“And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, 
and kinsfolk and friends; and some of you shall they cause 

to be put to death. 
“And ye shall be hated of all men for My name’s sake. 
“But there shall not an hair of your head perish. 
“In your patience possess ye your souls. 
“And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with 

armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.”— 
(Verses 12-20.) 

The Time of the End Explained by Jesus 

Now, you know, a part of this three-fold question 
was,— 

“WHEN SHALL THESE THINGS BE?” 

That is, “When shall there not be left here one stone* 
upon another?” The Temple was a series of buildings, and 
not simply one building. “When shall it be, and what shall 
be the sign of Thy presence, and what shall be the sign of 
the winding up of the Ages?” 

Jesus continues— 
“And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with 

armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 
“Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the moun- 

tains ; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; 
and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto.”— 
Luke 21:20, 21. 

A Place of Refuge Always Has Been Provided 

God established the little City of Pella as a place of 
refuge for His people in Jerusalem, and all those who 

escaped from Jerusalem to Pella were saved. The most 

graphic description that we have of the desolation of Jeru- 
salem by the Roman armies under Titus, in the Year 70 
A. D., is by the renowned Historian, Josephus, who tells us 

that they killed people by the millions and that the streets 
had streams of blood running through them, and that the 
horrors of the scene were simply indescribable. 

“For these be the days of vengeance, that all things 
wrhich are written may be fulfilled. 

“But woe unto them that are with child, and to them 
that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great dis- 
tress in the land, and wrath upon this people. 

“And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall 
be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 

Gentiles be fulfilled.”—(Verses 21-24.) 
(Continued next week.) 

CONSECRATION 
OF CHILDREN 

The General Overseer, God 

willing, will hold a special 
service for the consecration 

of young children, Lord’s 

Day, January 30, 1916, at 

9:30 a. m. 
/ 

SUBSCRIBE FOR 

LEAVES OF HEALING 


