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REPENTANCE 

Repentance the First Step Toward the Kingdom of God 

General Overseer: This afternoon it is my earnest 
desire to show to every sinner the Way to God. The most 

important question that can be framed by human lips is the 

question— 

“WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 

and the greatest benefactor of the human race is the person 
who, in the light of God’s Word, will—properly, unqualified- 
ly, uncompromisingly—answers that question. 

It is my desire, further, to point out what a terrible 

thing it is for people having once tasted of the goodness of 

God, to backslide, or, in other words, to trample beneath 
their feet the light of the Sun of Righteousness. 

I desire also, to show you, by the Word of God, the 
times in which we are living, and the message that is now 

due to be delivered. There are many selections of Scripture 
running through my mind. Of course, there are so many 
that I shall not only not be able to quote them, but I shall 
not be able even to refer to them. 

First of all, I shall read to you a part of the third chap- 
ter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew, as I want you 
to see the beginning of things. 

John’s Message of Repentance Stirs Judaea 

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judaea, 

And saying, repent ye:—Matthew 3:1, 2. 
If you should forget everything else that you hear this 

afternoon, I desire that you shall remember the words which 

were spoken here by John the Baptist, the Fore-runner of 

Christ; because the message which he delivered, is the mes- 

sage for Chicago today; it is the message for the world; it 
is the message which must go forth from Zion in these last 

days unto all mankind—(Matthew 3:2)—and may God, by 
the Holy Spirit, engrave it indelibly upon each mind and 

heart here this afternoon. 
And saying, repent ye : for the Kingdom of Heaven 

is at hand!” 

There is Only One Way to Become a Christian 

In this address I shall endeavor to tell you what con- 

stitutes repentance, and I shall point out to you and, I be- 

lieve, make it plain to you, that the religion which many 

people have today does not amount to anything. There is 

only one way to become a Christian, and you are not a Chris- 

tian until you have traveled that way. I do not care any- 

thing about what was your birth nor your ancestry; but 

God’s Word says— 

“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the King- 

dom of God.” 
I will now read this third verse— 

“For this is He who was spoken of by the prophet 
Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. 
You will never get to Heaven by walking in a crooked 

path, for the road to Heaven is a very straight one, and a 

very narrow one; and there is one thing sure: God Almighty 
will-never walk around your sins; but you have to repent of 

your sins and you have to make right the wrongs of your 

life; you have to clean up the past. 

The Unrepentant Person Cannot Please God 

V Down there on Fourteenth Street and Wabash Avenue, 
F I noticed a sign that read, “Come in and get right with God.” 

Now, I would take down that sign—what is the use for them 

to put the cart before the horse? That sign ought to read, 
“Come in and get right with your fellow-men.” There is no 

use to talk of “getting right with God” until you first get 
right with your fellow-men. There is just where Zion’s 

message differs, and there is where many people get to, and 

then they hesitate; and I have had people say to me, “Well 

if I have to pay back all that I have stolen, if I have to con- 

fess the lies that I have told, if I have to go to that woman 

whom I put aside and left, and acknowledge to her my sins 

and ask her to be my wife, as she is in fact, then I would 

rather go to hell than to do it.” Well, I tell you straight that 

unless you do it you are going to hell, and that is all there is 

to it. 
“MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT” 

You cannot walk in a crooked path, and go to Heaven. 

“And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair 

and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was 

locusts and wild honey.” 
You see, John the Baptist was very plain and simple in 

his dress—exceedingly so, as a protest against the luxury 
and the extravagance and the gorgeousness of the times, 
and he was also very simple in his eating. 

There is need for a great many sermons being preached 
along the line of eating and drinking, because the people, 
for the most part, are hogs. There is scarcely anything 
that they do not eat; and it is impossible for people to eat 

unclean food—such as pork and oysters—and swill beer and 

k whisky, and at the same time be clean. 
B The voice of Zion rings around the world today against 
B all of those things. If you desire to be a Christian, then quit 
B your dirty pork-eating, give up your oysters, and do not eat 

B the dirty, filthy scavengers any longer, and quit using that 

p dirty tobacco: repent of all your sins, and become a new 

r creature. 
It is astounding that in the majority of the leading 

restaurants of Chicago and elsewhere you can see well- 

i dressed men sitting at the tables smoking cigars; and they 

will take a mouthful of food and then a smoke of a cigar, 
and just keep that up; now if they are not dirtier than hogs, 
then I do not know what I am talking about; men who want 
to mix up tobacco with their food are dirtier than hogs; and 
I say that those restaurants that permit it are nothing bet- 
ter than hog-pens. Now, you may be a Methodist and do 
that; you may be a Lutheran and do that; you may be a 

Roman Catholic and do that; you may be a Baptist and do 
that; you may be something else and do that; but you can- 

not be a Christian and do it. 

The Defiler of His Body Will be Destroyed 

The Bible tells us that the person who defiles his or her 
body will be destroyed; and it looks to me very much as 

though, in a few years, everybody in Chicago, the women 

as well as the men, will be smoking, for the women are 

making rapid progress in that direction—especially the 
“society ladies.” The average young man nowadays thinks 
that he cannot be a “man” unless he is smoking a cigaret or 

a cigar or a pipe. Well, I want to say to you that a man 

who manufactures tobacco is a thief and a scoundrel, and a 

man who sells tobacco is a rascal—and I want to add that 
any man who sells tobacco will sink to the bottomless pits 
cf hell, and upon his skirts will be the blood of the slain 
boys; and any church that will tolerate within its fold a man 

who sells tobacco, is a church that has gone to the devil. 
Think of having to live with a man who smokes tobacco! 
Well, I would far rather sleep with a dozen hogs any time; 
and then when he puts on top of that, whisky and beer and 
pork and oysters and onions—well, that is a pretty bad 
mess! Humanity, for the most part is a dirty, stinking 
lot! May God have mercy upon such and speedily lead them 
to repentance. 

i 

The Masses of People are Not Warned of their Sins 

But, I tell you this afternoon, the people are not so much 
to blame as are the preachers, for if the preachers would do 
their duty instead of playing “puppy,” many people would 
give up those evil habits—and there are some otherwise very 
nice people who have formed those habits, but they have 
never yet had anybody say a word to them about it. Well, 
Zion says something to them. 

Evil Men Become Worse and Worse 

You will remember it is recorded that Jesus said that 
in the times just before His coming again the people would 
be eating and drinking! and there never was a time before 
when the people were eating and drinking as much as they 
are now; and there is enough beer and whisky drunk in 

Chicago in one year to float a war-ship; and add to that 
tobacco filth, and what a mess! I would like to see a law 
enacted to create tobacco reservoirs and fill them with to- 

bacco-juice, and then to stand every old tobacco user in it 

up to his nose. 

Why, they do not think anything of smoking in ladies’ 

faces, and they do not think anything of smoking in the face 
of a man; and you cannot go into any one of the rank and 
file of the restaurants without having to suffer having a lot 
of dirty tobacco smoke mixed up with your food. Lord! 
what will humanity come to next? 

John’s Great Confessional 

I will now read the fifth and sixth verses— 

“Then went out to him (John) Jerusalem, and all 

Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, 
“And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their 

sins.” 
They did not have merely a little water sprinkled on 

their noses; but they were baptized in the River Jordan. 

Merely to have a little water sprinkled on them is a mighty 
sleek way for sinners to appear to comply with God’s com- 

mands; but then, you know, fashionable people do not like 

to be plunged under the water. The dirty, low-down sin- 

ners need to be put under three times—and even then do 

not come up clean; and so the fashionable hypocrites like 

to have a little water sprinkled on their noses, because they 
do not like to be put clear under the water. And then they 
call sprinkling “Baptism,” but there is not any baptism 
about it. 

Now, the seventh verse— 

“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Saddu- 

cees”— 
They were of the fashionable churches of his time— 

they represented all that was fashionable in religion, just 
as the Methodists and the Presbyterians, etc., represent the 

fashionable churches; you know, they are “it.” 

John Severely Censured the “Distinguished” Class 

Well, they went out to hear John the Baptist. You 

know, usually when a preacher has somebody who is very 

“respectable” attend his meeting, he feels very highly hon- 

ored—just like one time when I was preaching in Sydney, 
New South Wales, a certain person said to me, “I want to 
introduce to you a gentleman who is thinking of coming 
into Zion, and who is a very distinguished gentleman.” I 

said, “Excuse me, sir, I do not care to meet him; but if 
there is some old washer-woman around here who wishes to 
shake hands with me, bring her up; I am not looking for 
any ‘distinguished gentlemen’ but they are all alike to me, 
and they are all the same to God Almighty, too.” 

Now, John the Baptist was a true man of God; and 
when he saw those Pharisees and Sadducees, he knew that 
they had plenty of money and that they could contribute 
quite a little toward his salary; but he said to them when 
he saw them sitting down there: 

“0 generation of vipers (O generation of snakes!), 
who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” 

Now, that was a nice way for a preacher to talk, wasn’t 
it ?—a lovely way! When a man talks that way nowadays, 
the people become very angry. 

If you are here this afternoon to have me present what 

you think, then you will be disappointed; and you might 
just as well be a thousand miles away from here, because 

I am here to smash your thinking—unless it is in accord 
with the will of God. The only kind of man who is a real 

benefactor to the people, either in the pulpit or as editor 

of a paper, or as a political speaker, is a man who goes in 

advance of the people and leads the people, and who has 

thoughts to present that are just the opposite to what the 

people usually think. 

The Great Need of All People is the Knowledge 

of the Truth 

It is my desire that you get hold of these thoughts. 
There is the trouble with Chicago today; there is the trouble 

with the State of Illinois; there is the trouble with the United 

States; there is the trouble with the world in general. The 

greatest need of America today is the need of preachers 
who have a message and who will deliver it; of newspapers 
that will tell the truth and that will not be merely slaves 

of mammon; of statesmen who will go forward and present 
that which is right—no matter if people rise up and mob 
them. 

When the Lord Jesus the Christ sat down in the old 

Synagogue at Nazareth, after He had read the scripture 
lesson, He looked at them and said, “I tell you of a truth, 
many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the 
heaven was shut up for three years and six months, when 

great famine was throughout the land; but unto none of 
them was Elijah sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, 
unto a woman who was a widow.” And He further said to 

them, “Many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elijah the 

prophet; but none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the 

Syrian.” And when He got through talking to them they 
were ready to kill Him. 

And that kind of clear, forceful preaching is just what 
is needed in Chicago today; and when a man does speak the 
truth he will not be received as was Wilbur Chapman—but 
as John Alexander Dowie was at Hammond, and at Oak 

Park, and on the West Side; and people generally not only 
do not want the truth in Chicago, but they are ready to kill 

any man who will preach the truth to the people. 

God Has Always Had a People for Witnesses 

God has always had a people; He has. never yet left Him- 
self without witnesses. I say it boldly this afternoon that 
there is not a church in the City of Chicago that would 
stand a straight Gospel sermon for thirty minutes; John 
the Baptist would not get along very well in Chicago; neither 
would Paul. Now, that is the way He talked to those fel- 

lows, and that is right; and the best friend that you have, is 
the one who will tell you the truth. 

“Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repent- 

ance.” 
That is, reformation of life—prove, by your life, that 

you have repented. 
It may sound like an egotistical thing to say, but I say 

that there is only one Movement on this earth today that has 
the message for Chicago, and that is ZlON. 

When an account of the Chapman and Alexander meet- 

ings came out in print the ministers themselves declared 
that those meetings practically were a failure. Why, of 
course they were; and if you were to pitch into those same 

congregations for their tobacco-using, and their whisky and 

beer-guzzling, and their theater-going,, and their dancing and 
their pride and their envy and their jealousy and their 
covetousness and their uncleanness, they would be ready at 
once to rise up and throw you out at the door. 

The New Life is the Proof of True Repentance 

Jesus said to them— 

“Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 
“And think not to say within yourselves, We have 

Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able 
of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.”—Matt- 
hew 3:8, 9. 

That is a very remarkable portion of Scripture. 

* A Picture of the Last Days 

I will now read to you from the third chapter of the 

book of Revelation. We are living in the very last days, 
my hearers. This which I am about to read is a message to 

the Church at Laodicea. I will read the fourteenth and fif- 

teenth verses— 

“And unto the angel of the Church of the Laodiceans 

write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true 

witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 
“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: 

I would thou wert cold or hot.” 
Is there a man or woman sitting here this afternoon 

who does not know that I can pile up evidence mountain 

high—gleaned from the secular papers, and the church 

papers, and from the latest standard books—that, accord- 

ing to their own admission, the so-called churches are dead, 
without power and without influence for good? If you were 

to blot from existence the majority of the churches in Chic- 

ago, you would not know the difference as far as any active, 
energetic, aggressive warfare against iniquity is concerned. 

They have the “form,” but no power; they have the engine, 
but no steam. They have their magnificent buildings, and 

fine pipe-organs, and high-salaried preachers, and beauti- 

fully-trained choirs—but where is the power? where is 

the power! There is absolutely no power there. Then 

what is the use for a preacher to get up and whine around 

about the liquor traffic, and then trot off home and take a 

bottle of “Hood’s Sarsaparilla,” which contains four times 

the amount of alcohol that there is in beer—what is the use? 

What is the use for women—who ought to be at home at- 

tending to their own business—standing up and talking 
about the liquor traffic when you could scrape enough paint 
off of their faces to paint a house, and could scrape enough 
flour off of their faces to bake a batch of bread, what is 

the use? 

The Drug Traffic and the Liquor Traffic Compared 

I say to you this afternoon, my hearers, that the drug 
traffic is a far worse curse today than is the liquor traffic; 
and where you will find one man bound by alcohol, you will 

find a dozen men and women bound by morphine, cocaine 

and opium, and other deadly drugs; and behind the great 

army of drug-fiends, you will find the doctors who have made 
them so! 

“-Thou are neither cold nor hot.” 
How true that is! God says that He wishes we were 

either one or the other. That is, either be red-hot for God; 
or else do not play the hypocrite. 

The Churches, so-called, Literally have been Spewed 
Out by God 

“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: 
I would thou wert cold or hot. 

“So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will spew thee out of My mouth.” 

And God has done it; and I say to you, whether or 
not you like it, long ago God spewed the Methodist Church 
out of His mouth; and the only thing for the saints who are 

left there to do, is to get out and escape for their lives; and 
what I say of that denomination, I say of all. Do you think 
God the Almighty has anything to do with a church that has 
a parson, or a priest, who has drunk whisky until his nose 

is as red as the setting sun?—I tell you, no! God is not 
there, for He does not dwell in such a place as that. Ah! 
it is no wonder that they are lamenting and whining about 
the present conditions, and because their prayer-meetings 
are dead, and that they cannot get the people to do any- 
thing—I do not wonder at it, no, I do not! 

(Continued Next Week) 

COTTAGE PRAYER MEETINGS 
FOR WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14th, 1916. 

ALL MEETINGS BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 7:45 P. M. 

ALL HEARTILY WELCOME 

Bring your Bible and Gospel Hymn Book 1 to 6. 

The following meetings will be conducted each week at the fol- 
lowing places until further notice. 

watch The theocrat. 
Leaders: Places of Meetings: 

TUESDAY, February loth, 1916. 

DEACON N. A. ROBINSON, 
Mr. C. Casperson, 2010 Hermon Ave. 

DEACON L. B. CRUM, 
Mr. P. S. Loy, 2607 Galilee Ave. 

ELDER W. D. TAYLOR, 
Mr. N. Tabler, 2104 Ezra Ave. 

DEACON GEO. W. WEDEKIND, 
Deacon W. O. Ruby, 2204 Gilead Ave. 

DEACON LUKE BALL, 
Mr. C. N. Richards, 31st St. & Galilee Ave. 

DEACON S. G. FARRAR, 
Mr. Joseph Baughman, 2708 Eshcol Ave. 

ELDER GEORGE E. ROBBINS, 
Deacon M. Moulton, 3110 Ezekiel Ave. 

DEACON W. E. SCHMALFUSS, 
Mr. C. Hendricks, 3002 Elisha Ave. 

DEACON ROBERT WHITESIDE and DEACON VALKENAAR, 
Mr. Moughmer, 3000 Elizabeth Ave. 

DEACON A. E. JOHNSON and DEACON GELLINGER, 
Mr. James Nichols, 2616 Elizabeth Ave. 

THURSDAY", February 17th, 1916. 

ELDER GEORGE E. ROBBINS, 
Mr. August Swanson, between Milwaukee and Kenosha roads. 

DEACON W. O. RUBY and DEACON W. V. SHUMAKER, 
Mr. John Eliason, 1700 Hebron Ave. 

ELDER ERNEST E. HARWOOD, 
Mr. John Dean, 2108 Elisha Ave. 

DEACON L. B. ( RI M, 
Mrs. Mary Scharff, 3100 Eshcol Ave. 

ELDER W. D. TAYTiOR, 
Deacon Theodore Becker, 2408 Elizabeth Ave. 

DEACON THOMAS McEWEN, 
Mr. C. E. Oakes, 3214 Ezra Ave. 

ELDER FRANK ROBINSON and MR. C. R. CLOUGH, 
Deacon A. E. Gellinger, 3009 Elim Ave. 

DEACON ARTHUR WAGNELL, 
Mr. L. H. Tuttle, 2913 Gabriel Ave. 

FRIDAY', February 18th, 1916. 

DEACON A. S. BURGESS, 
The Bethel, 29th St. & Elizabeth Ave. 

GERMAN COTTAGE PRAYER MEETING 

TUESDAY', February 15, 1916. 
DEACON J. J. GUGGENBUHL, 

Mr. Emil Zimmerman, 3115 Enoch Ave. 

KENOSHA MEETINGS 

The principal meeting of the Christian Catholic Apostolic Church 
in Zion of the Kenosha Branch is held every Lord’s Day at Car- 

penter Hall at 10:00 A. M. 

Notice:—The meeting will start promptly at 10:00 A. M. instead of 
10:30 A. M. 

DEACON A. E. JOHNSON will conduct the service. 
% 

COTTAGE PRAYER MEETING 

TUESDAY, February 15, 1916. 

Mr. Albert Gray, 565 Strang St. Kenosha, Wis. 

ALL ARE HEARTILY WELCOMED. 

SALVATION, HEALING, HOLY LIVING 

ZION RESTORATION HOST LITERATURE CASES 

For sale by Elder Frank Robinson, Shiloh Tabernacle, for 25c 

and 50c. They are neat and strong cases and will hold considerable 

Zion Literature. 

Zion Senior Restoration Host 
The following is a report of Zion Literature distributed in the 

City of Chicago on Lord’s Day, February 6th, 1916, by Division 

No. 2—Deacon Herman G. Peterson, Director. 

Number of Zion Messages and Special Announcements 
; ,rer> .6,038 

Number of Leaves of Healing sold.178 
Number of Leaves of Healing given.90 
Number of Theocrats given .13 

Total number of pieces of Zion Literature distributed 6,319 

SUBSCRIBE FOR 

LEAVES OF HEALING 


