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Tabernacle Addresses 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

REPENTANCE 

(Continued from last issue.) 

Why, when I was in the City of Melbourne, at a certain 
Church of England church on Clifton Hill the preacher an- 

nounced a smoking contest and asked all the husbands and 
the sons to bring their pipes and a package of tobacco; 
that they would meet in the church-room, and that a prize 
would be given to the man who could keep his pipe lighted 
for the longest time; and there they all sat with the Canon 
—they have the name of “cannon” when they are not even 

pop-guns—and there they sat and smoked and stunk. And 
when Voliva distributed one hundred and seventy-five thou- 
sand handbills and ripped their coats of sham profession up 
the back and called them a “lot of dirty devils,” then they 
were ready to mob me, and for six weeks I had to have police 
guards and did not dare to go out in the streets of Mel- 
bourne, except in a covered carriage with police protection. 
In St. Kilda, a suburb of Melbourne where I had my home, 
the “ladies” of the St. Kilda Church of England, when call- 
ing around at the homes, called at our home—they went 
two-and-two—and they said, “We extend a hearty invitation 
to all the men of the house to attend a smoke-night social 
to be held in our Church. And when Voliva says that the 
churches have gone to the devil, then someone says, “Why, 
Voliva is criticizing the churches,” (Imitating.) Well, I 
say it is about time that somebody criticized them—yes, it is. 

God’s Word says “Repent” to the so-called Churches 

Now, it doesn’t matter what anybody thinks or says, 
here is God’s Word; and I want to tell you this afternoon 
that the first message in Chicago is not to be delivered in 
the “Red-Light District,” nor in the streets and in the lanes; 
but the first message to be delivered in Chicago is to these 
infernal churches! There is the first message—and the 

hypocrites ought to be lashed out of the synagogue; but there 
are yet a lot of lovely people in them—yes there are, thou- 
sands of them, and they do not know any better; they sit 
there under the preaching of those false preachers and, my 

goodness! what sermons! Bless your life, what does stir 

up in Chicago with his service every Sunday morning? 
—why, one would not know that he was in the State of 

Illinois; just let him preach one straight sermon on Repent- 
ance to that fashionable congregation! Let him give me 

just two hours with that congregation on next Lord’s Day 
morning, and I will guarantee to make the “fur fly.” There 
will not be any molasses nor any “soft talk” about it, and I 
will soon find out what they are doing for humanity; yes, 

spending ninety-nine dollars on themselves for every single 
dollar that they give to help humanity, and yet, within the 

very sound of their own church-bells, there are poor little 
children starving for food; and still they call them 
“Christian” churches. 

Fashionable Churces are the Foes of Man and God 

Ah, this whole thing in Chicago and other places that 
is called Christianity, would make a Christian man sick 
at his stomach. There is no Christianity about it—none 
whatever. And I tell you, my friends, Bob Ingersoll did 
not fight Christianity, but he fought the churches and the 

hypocrisy—and he had a perfect right to do so; for a church 
that will rent out its pews, is not a church of the Living God. 
That renting of pews, what a spectacle. 

They tell this story—I do not know whether or not it 
is true; but it is said that one Lord’s Day morning Ingersoll 
and his family walked into a certain fashionable church and 
seated themselves in the first pew they came to. After 
awhile a man came in with his family and stood there at the 
end of the pew, but Ingersoll remained seated and didn’t 
seem to take any notice of him; so presently the man opened 
his hymn-book and wrote on the fly-leaf, “Sir, I pay the sum 

of eight hundred and seventy-five dollars a year for this 

pew;” and Ingersoll took out his pencil and wrote back, “A 

pretty big price for the pew,” and then handed the book 
back to the man and remained seated. 

Ah, yes, a “Rich man’s church,” “A fashionable 

church,” why, that makes a Christian man mad with a 

Divine anger—a fashionable church! yes, a fashionable 

church! What is a “fashionable church?”—it is a cage of 

a lot of scoundrels; robbers of widows and orphans—thieves 
and rascals in general; a fashionable church! Ah! when a 

man reads the “Sermon on the Mount,” and follows the 

Lord Jesus the Christ, and then listens to the stuff to be 

heard in a fashionable church, it makes him feel that it is 

time someone went forth to witness against them. “A fash- 

ionable church!” “A stylish church!” yes, “Did you ever hear 

our preacher?”—“No.” “Well, now, come and go with me 

to MY church and hear our preacher.” Yes. “Oh! we had 

such a lovely sermon this morning!” “What was the 

preacher’s text?”—“Oh, I don’t know.” “Well, what did 

the preacher talk about?” “Well, I don’t know what he 

talked about but he preached a lovely sermon—a beautiful 

sermon!” No, they do not want to know the truth. 

What does P lul say?—“The time will come when they 
will not endure ~ound doctrine; but after their own lusts 

shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears 

and they shall turn away their ears from the truth.” They 
want someone to tickle their ears, and that is all; and these 

parsons are simply “ear-ticklers,” paid so much per tickle; 
but just let them stand up in their respective churches and 

proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, and tell those 

sinners to repent and, I tell you, there will be war at once. 

In nearly all of the churches there are the “Bosses,” and the 

“Boss” is the fellow who has money; and the rank and file of 

the preachers have their mouths sealed as tightly as possible 
with five-dollar bills, and they are afraid to open their 

mouths; there is the difficulty. } 

Dr. Aked was brought over from England to be Pastor 
of the Rockefeller Church, and when he resigned—some 
time ago—why, the papers from Ocean to Ocean were filled 
with editorials commenting upon what he said. Dr. Aked 
had to confess that he was a-very sadly disappointed man, 
and that the members of his Church—who were multi-mil- 
lionaires were content to come there once a week and sit 
for a few minutes and listen to a fine dissertation, but when it 
came to any practical Christian work, they were not there. 
There you are! 1 

Dr. Buckley, of New York City, in an article in the 
“New York Christian Advocate,” said that if the Methodist 
Church were to enforce its discipline, it would reduce their 
bishops to poverty, cut their membership in two, and would 
leave their treasury bankrupt. 

There is no authority and there is no discipline in the 
so-called churches; and I am surprised that Christian men 
and women do not see the real cause of their failure. 

The People of the World Rapidly Approaching 

Destruction 

Ah! my brothers and sisters, the old world is going 
ahead at a pretty rapid gait; and some of you older people 
here this afternoon are able to look back thirty, forty, and 
some fifty years, and you know that there have been some 

marvelous changes. My own observation has been that dur- 
ing the last ten years changes have been wrought which lead 
me to believe that the present order of things must soon 

change and the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus the Christ 
wrill be at hand. No, I am not a fool; I do not expect to 
convert Chicago; and any man who talks about “convert- 
ing Chicago” ought to be sent to Kankakee. No, you will 
never convert Chicago. I will tell you all that will be done for 
Chicago: God has a people here and those people will be 
found, and God will have a place of refuge for them; but you 
will never convert Chicago, because God’s Word says that— 

“The Cities of the Nations Shall Fall!” 

and there is no use in anyone worrying over a little strike, 
for that is only the first rumblings—and you have had them 
before; and, I will tell you, the time will come (and the man 

who doesn’t see it is blind) when these vicious elements of 
destruction will break loose; and you would just as well 
attempt to stop a cyclone as to prevent the political and the 
social predicament that is coming—for the Bible tells us that 

“Evil Men Shall Wax Worse and Worse !” 

Now, the beginning of the genuine Christian life is re- 

pentance. Some people say, “You will never succed if you talk 
like that.” Well, it doesn’t matter whether I succeed or 

whether I do not; I do not have to succeed, but I do have to 
preach the truth. I do not have to succeed; I do not have 
to have a dollar. I am not sent out to get money; I am sent 
out to preach the gospel, and God the Almighty backs me 

up in it; and if God did not back me up then I would just 
quit—that’s all, because I do not propose to attempt to do 
any work without God. I have been entrusted with the task 
of restoring a City. During the last two and a half years I 
have had put into my hands nearly two million dollars’ worth 
of property; but I trust God for every step of the way. My 
brothers and sisters, trust God for everything; trust God 
for your spirits, for your souls and for your bodies—for 
everything. This is God’s work and not my work, and God 
will look after it. 

God’s Word Demands the Tithes of His Servants 

In this Church we believe in tithing; and I will tell you 
frankly that I do not take any stock in any man’s Christian- 

ity—who has had the teaching—who does not pay his tithes. 
I do not take any stock in any man’s professed Christianity 
who says he believes the Bible, and then doesn’t pay his 
tithes. God’s Word says that if we will obey Him, He will 

open the windows of Heaven and pour out such a blessing 
that there will not be room enough to receive it. If we do 

right, and are truly “born again,” we will not have any de- 
sire for the things of the world—none whatever. 

May God help each one of you to do right and to get 
right. 

If you desire to follow up the sermon of last Lord’s 

Day and this talk this afternoon—and a hundred other such 
sermons, then read the Leaves of Healing. You will not 
find any mush in the Leaves of Healinr, but there you 
will find buckshot and dynamite bombs. I want a Gospel 
that has a backbone and two legs and that can stand upright; 
and if any of you Officers are not men—manly men—with 
strength and vigor and power, then you ought not to be in 

the Ministry. 
May God guide each one to do righteousness and live 

the truth. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 

LEAVES OF HEALING 
Introductory subscriptions (that is to entirely new sub- 

scribers) will be received for LEAVES OF HEALING at the 

following rates for ten weeks: 

In the United States.25 cents 

In Canada ..35 cents 

In Foreign Countries.45 cents 

An earnest united effort on the part of all officers, mem- 

bers and friends of ZION in response to this proposition, 
will mean that thousands of new subscriptions will be sent 

in for LEAVES OF HEALING. 

AUTHORITY And UNITY 

Scripture Lesson 

General Overseer: For our first Scripture lesson 
I will read to you the thirty-fifth chapter of the Book of the 

Prophet Isaiah, which is known in Zion as the Song of Sal- 
vation, Healing, Holy Living, and triumphant entry into 

the Zion above. 

“The wilderness, and the solitary place shall be glad 
for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the 

rose. 

“It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy 
and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, 
the excellency of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the 

glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God. 

“Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the fee- 

ble knees. 
“ Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 

fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even 

God with a recompence; He will come and save you. 

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 

ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 
“Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 

tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters 

break out, and streams in the desert. 

“And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the 

thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons 
where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 

“And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall 

be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass 
over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein. 

“No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall 

go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed 
shall walk there: 

“And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come 

to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away.”—Isaiah 35. 

May God bless the reading of His Word. 
I 

( 

INVOCATION 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
And cause Thy face to shine upon us; 

That Thy Way may be known upon the earth, 
Thy Saving Health among all the nations. 
For the sake of Jesus. Amen. 
General Overseer :—Let all turn to the Word of God, 

first in the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty- 
eighth chapter and the sixteenth verse; then a few verses 

In the seventeenth chapter of St. John’s Gospel, and a few 

verses in the first chapter of the Book of First Corinthians. 
This afternoon I shall speak to you upon the subject: 

( 

“AUTHORITY AND CHRISTIAN UNITY” 

Let all give very close and prayerful attention, as I shall 

probably touch upon some matters relative to the work of 

Zion in Zion City and elsewhere—matters .of very great 
importance. 

The Great Commission 

In the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty- 
feighth chapter, beginning with the sixteenth verse, I will 

read: 
“Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into 

a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. 

“And when they saw Him, they worshipped Him: but 

some doubted.” 
(That is, they doubted His identity). 
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All au- 

thority is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. 

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost: 

“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you, and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 

end of the age.” 
That is, to the end of the Gospel Age, which is to be 

followed by the Millenium—according to the Word of God, 
the Age of a thousand years. 

I 

The Supreme Prayer of Christ 

The Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chap- 
ter, is, I think, properly denominated “The supreme prayer 

of Christand the burden of that prayer is that His apostles 
should be one—even as He and His Father were one: and 

He prayed not only that they should be one; but also that 

all who should believe on Him through their word should be 

one. 

Exhortation to Unity 
j 

In the first chapter of First Corinthians, Paul says he 

had been informed that there were divisions among them, 

and that some were saying, “I belong to Paul,” and some, “I 

belong to Apollos,” and some, “I belong to Cephas,” and 

others, “ I belong to Christ;” and in the tenth verse of this 

chapter Paul says— 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there 

be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

This afternoon I desire to present to you some things 
which I consider that the people of ZlON City should study 
and understand, upon the Subject of Divine Authority and 

the Unity of the Body—the Church of Jesus the Christ. 

All Believe in Authority 

I start with the assumption that every person who has 

reached the age of understanding and accountability believes 

in authority. I can scarcely conceive of how men and wo- 

men, in their right minds, can take the position that we can 

get along without authority; therefore, I assume that all to 

i 

whom I am now talking—as well as others in Zion City 
—believe that 

Authority is necessary: 
In the Home; 
In the School; 
In the State and 
In the Nation; and, this being true, 
Most certainly in the Church. 

The Influence of Authority 

The word “authority” seems to fill some people with 
dread; but this, of course, has come about through the abuse 
of authority which has been exercised, for a time, by un- 

scrupulous and evil-designing men. 

Authority properly used, is a blessing; but authority 
abused—like all other legitimate things when abused— be- 
comes a curse. 

However, this afternoon I desire to talk to you not so 
much about the authority in the home, in the state, in the 
nation—although I shall refer to that incidentally; but I 
desire to speak regarding authority in the Church; and I 
make this statement, without any fear of successful contra- 
diction, that: 

The Church of Christ is Founded Upon Authority 

The Church of Jesus the Christ, according to the Bible, 
starts out with the fundamental principle of Divine Author- 

ity. 
I And I will add to that statement a further one: that 
without Divine Authority the Church cannot exist. 

And a still further statement: that where there is no 

authority you simply have anarchy, lawlessness and inevi- 
table destruction. * 

The Church’s Foundation 

Jesus the Christ, we are told in God’s Word, is the Chief 
Corner-Stone of the Church; that the apostles and the proph- 
ets, upon the Chief Corner-Stone, are the foundation 
stones; that all saved men and women are stones in this 
spiritual house, or temple, which is being erected and which, 
at last, is denominated the New Jerusalem, the Holy City, 
the Bride of Christ— 

Jesus the Christ the Chief Corner-Stone, the apostles 
and prophets the foundation stones, and all Christians built 
into this “spiritual house”—as Peter expresses it in one of 
his epistles, until, finally, there is a complete spiritual temple. 

The Source of Authority 

I aver that the Church of Jesus the Christ begins with 
Divine Authority, Christ Himself said—and He is the Chief 
Corner-Stone, He is the Head, He is the Captain of our sal- 
vation—“All authority in heaven and in earth hath been 
given unto Me.” 

If you will read Hebrews 1:6 and First Peter 3:22, you 
will find that the angels in Heaven are now under the author- 
ity of Christ; that is the plain statement of God’s Word. 
We are told that God commanded the angels to worship the 
Christ; hence He (Christ) could say, as He did say: “All 
authority hath been given unto Me in heaven and in earth.” 

Now the way is prepared to issue a command. The 

Lord Jesus the Christ never would have said, “Go ye there- 
fore—” if He could not have said, “I have the authority.” 

No person has any right to issue a command or a direc- 
tion unless that person has the proper authority. The 
President of the United States is the Commander-in-Chief 
of the United States Army; it is he who has the right to 
call out the soldiers when war is threatened; but he is given 
that authority, and without the proper authority his com- 

mand would not amount to anything. 
The Lord Jesus the Christ, before He gave the com- 

mission, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you; and, lo, I am with you alway, even 

unto the end of the age,” made the bold statement that He 
had “all authority in heaven and in earth;” and then He 
said, “Go ye, therefore,—” 

Now, the word “therefore” is a word that looks back; 
we all understand that, whether we have ever studied logic 
or whether we have not; the simplest man or woman is a 

logician by nature; and while they would not know, in many 
cases, what a syllogism is, yet they could construct one— 

although they could not analyze it. 
Now, the basis of the word “therefore” in this connec- 

tion is the authority of the Lord Jesus the Christ. Jesus 

said,—“All authority is given unto Me in Heaven and in 
earth. 

“Go ye therefore, and make disciples'of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. 

“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you; and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the age.” 

God the Father Sent Christ, and the Christ Sent the 

Apostles 

The Lord Jesus the Christ was empowered with Divine 
Authority; and the Apostles were sent out by Him Who had 
“all authority in heaven and in earth.” 

God Instituted Marriage and the Home 
I 

Now just bear these things in mind: God the Almighty- 
instituted the home—He is the Author of the home. God 
instituted marriage in Paradise—and He intended that a 

man should have only one wife, and that a woman should 
have only one husband. In the first part of the Bible you 
will find an account of how God instituted marriage and how 
He founded the home, and you will also find numerous refer- 
ences to the relation of husband and wife, and fathers to 
thildren, and children to fathers. 

Man the Head of the House 

God instituted the home, and He decreed that the man 

should be the head of the house, and that he should love his 
wife as Christ loved the Church, and that he should rule his 
household in love. There is no true rulership that is not in 
love; love is the great mainspring of every laudable action. 

(Continued next week.) 


