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NEWS OF THE WORLD | 
BATTLE OF VERDUN MAY HAVE 

DECISIVE EFFECT ON WAR 

GERMANS FACED BY SEEMINGLY UNSUR- 

MOUNTABLE OBSTACLES — BUT FEW 

GAINS MADE DURING WEEK—THOU- 

SANDS FALL BEFORE WITHERING 

FIRE OF FRENCH GUNS 

Verdun may go down in history, as 

one of the great decisive battles of the 
world. If the Germans can once carry 

this position, it is probable that nothing 
will keep them out of Paris, but if they 
are held back and defeated at this point, 
their chances of forcing peace with the 

allies, on terms satisfactory to them- 

selves, are slight. 
The events of the past week have 

shown that the difficulties in the way of 
their advances are something tremen- 
dous. Perhaps never in the world’s his- 

tory, has there been a position so thor- 

oughly fortified and defended as the 

French lines on this front. 
More formidable than the great steel 

clad fortresses which the French had re- 

garded as impregnable, but which the 

heavy German guns have proven vulner- 

able, are the masses of barbed wire en- 

tanglements, which the French have 

placed for miles in front of their posi- 
tions, and the hundreds of guns lining 
their works, some of which are almost 
as large as those belonging to the Ger- 
mans. 

The Germans now have the hardest 
task wffiich they have attempted at any 

time during the war. The French, feel- 

ing that a great assault would necessi- 

arily be made along this line, sooner or 

later, have been fortifying this position, 
for more than a year past, with every 

device which human ingenuity could con- 

struct. 
During the past week, the Germans 

have charged, time and again in 

l massed formation, along the Dou- 
aumont and Vaux front, wave 

after wave sweeping up and break- 

ing under the murderous fire of 
the French artillery, until the dead bod- 

ies lay in heaps. On last Sunday it was 

reported that about 50,000 German dead 

lay within a comparatively small area, 

before the French trenches. The Ger- 

mans, although making almost superhu- 
man efforts, were unable to gain a foot 

of ground. 
At present writing, however, they 

have concentrated their attacks at an- 

^ other point west of the Meuse River, 
where they have met with more success, 
capturing the village of Forges, about 
five and a half miles from Verdun... 

The German Crown Prince is now 

reported as employing the same tactics 
as those used by Field Marshal von 

Mackensen, in squeezing the Russians 
out of Warsaw. He has arranged his 
forces in the form of a huge “nut crack- 

er’\ the jaws of which are smashing at 
the extreme right and left wings simul- 

taneously. 
The French forces, which have so 

. stubbornly with-stood the terrific on- 

slaught of the German Crown Prince, 
are under the immediate command of 
General Petain, who is perhaps the most 

striking figure in the French army, hav- 

ing risen from the rank of colonel to his 

present command, in the eighteen 
months of the war. He is reported to 
be covering the entire Verdun front 

daily, in an armored motor car. As a 

strategist he is said to hold first rank, 
and General Joffre places great con- 

fidence in his judgment and ability. 

> GORE AND McLEMORE 
RESOLUTIONS TABLED 

More than a week ago, President Wil- 
son demanded that the proposed resolu- 
tions warning Americans to shun armed 

merchantmen, be voted upon by the two 
houses of Congress. The members of 

Congress wrere thus placed in a state of 

perplexity. A vote showing a difference 
of policy with that of the President 
would place the Democratic party in a 

bad light before the country. 
* 

According to Arthur Sears Henning, 
Washington correspondent of the Chi- 

cago Tribune, a majority of the House 
was opposed to giving Mr. Wilson a 

blanket vote of confidence, but was will- 

ing to express the opinion th^t the shap- 
ing of foreign policies should be left With 
the President, who is responsible there- 

for. 
A vote was taken by the Senate, on 

the question, March 3, by which a maj- 

ority of 68 to 14 votes to table the Gore 

resolution, Senator Gore himself voting 
in the affirmative. 
"An editorial writer of the Chicago 
Evening Post remarks: “The Senate 
voted merely to table the Gore resolu- 
tion ; it did not vote on the merits of the 
question whether Americans should or 

should not travel on armed belligerent 
merchantmen. These distinctions are 

most important.” 
In a vote in the House on March 7, 

the McLemore resolution corresponding 
to that of Senator Gore in the Senate, 
was likewise disposed of by a vote of 
276 to 143, on the third ballot. Not- 
withstanding this action, however, the 
majority of Congressmen are just as 

much opposed to allowing Americans to 
travel aboard armed belligerent vessels 
as they were before the vote was taken. 

An editorial writer has this week re- 

marked: “Put the Gore resolution be- 
fore the people of this country, while 
they are free to choose, and there would 
be a very different result from that 
recorded.” 

An editorial appearing in the Chicago 
Tribune, under date of March 2, pre- 
sents the submarine question with un- 

usual clearness. The writer asks: “Shall 
German submarines concede to armed 
merchantmen of the enemy the first shot, 
because citizens of the United States 
have elected to travel on such merchant- 
men?” The writer goes on to explain 
that even the shot of a one pounder is 
fatal to a submarine: that the custom of 
allowing defensive armament on mer- 

chantmen was established in the days of 
pirates and privateers, both of whom 
have now disappeared from European 
waters. The necessity, therefore, for 
merchant vessels to carry guns for de- 
fensive purposes is a thing of the past. 
The writer goes on to say: 

“Enemy ships consist of only two 
kinds, combatant and noncombatant. If 
a ship is noncombatant it will not be 
equipped to combat, If a ship is equip- 
ped with armament sufficient to destroy 
an enemy warship, as in the case of a 

merchantman mounting a six inch, four 
inch, or one pounder gun, such mer- 

chantman having no use for such arma- 

ment except against enemy craft, it can- 

not claim the character of an ‘unarmed’ 
merchantman, but should be held what 
in fact it is, a combatant ship.” 

Speaking of the action of Congress in 
allowing the President to pursue his 
course unhampered, a Tribune editorial, 
under date of March 4, says: “We do 
this in order to give to a few hundred 
American citizens the privilege of travel- 
ing on the ARMED ships of foreign 
powers now engaged in warfare. 

I “The situation can be justified only on 

the grounds that the defeat Of Germany 
is of paramount interest to the United 

I States, or that the allies have entered 
into compensating engagements with 
us.” 

FAMOUS GERMAN RAIDER 
REACHES HOME PORT 

The famous German raider, Moewe, 
has this week succeeded in reaching a 

home port, after a cruise lasting several 
months, and after having sunk at least 
16 steamships, including the Appam. 

The first Lord of the English Admiral- 
ty has announced in the House of Com- 
mons that the Moewe slipped through 
the blockade by way of the Iceland route. 

ZEPPELINS AGAIN RAID EAST 
COAST OF ENGLAND 

The eastern counties of England were 

again raided by Zeppelins on last Sun- 
day night. It is reported that three of 
these great dirigibles took part in the 
attack, the course of each having ap- 
parently been carefully planned and 
timed. 

After crossing from the Belgian coast, 
the airships took various courses, the 
area visited including Yorkshire, Lin- 
colnshire, Rutland, Huntingdon, Cam- 
bridgeshire, Norfolk, Essex, and Kent. 
One Zeppelin circled very close to Lon- 
don, but failed to touch the British cap- 

ital. So far as is known, about forty 
: bombs were dropped altogether. 
! The number of killed and injured, ac- 

i cording to official reports, was much less j 
! than in former raids. However, it us-1 

| ually develops that casualties resulting j 
| from these Zeppelin visits are much | 
! greater than at first reported. 

In a statement issued March 6, it is ! 

claimed that in a raid by Italian aero- 

planes on the city of Laibach, on Febru- 
ary 19, eight hundred Austrian soldiers 
in barracks were killed or wounded. 
Among the dead were two high officers 
of the staff of Archduke Eugene, com- 

mander in chief of the Austrian forces 
operating against Italy. 

LOSS OF LIFE ON PROVENCE 
GREATEST OCEAN DISASTER 

IN HISTORY 

It has this week been officially an- 

nounced by the French Minister of Mar- 
ine that there were nearly 4,000 men on 

board the French auxiliary cruiser 
Provence, when it was sunk in the Medi- 
terranean on February 26, instead of 
about 1800, as formerly reported. It is 
indicated that upward of 3,130 lives 
were lost, consisting of soldiers and staff 
officers. 

The sinking of the Provence is the 
greatest ocean disaster in the history of 
the world. Up to the present, the larg- 
est number of lives ever lost in one 

wreck was when the Titanic sank off 
Newfoundland Bank, with a death loss 
of 1,595. 

The sinking of the Provence, however, 
has attracted but comparatively little at- 
tention, being overshadowed by the 
great events now taking place in Europe 
and other parts of the world; it is re- 

garded as merely an incident of the 
great world war. 

NEWTON D. BAKER BECOMES 
SECRETARY OF WAR 

! 

Newton D. Baker, former mayor of 
Cleveland, Ohio, has been selected by 
President Wilson as Secretary of War, 
to fill the office recently vacated by the 
resignation of Secretary Garrison. 

Mr. Baker is a lawyer, and it is 
claimed that the President desired the 
war secretary’s office filled by a man 

possessing a broad legal knowledge, be- 
cause of the questions constantly arising 
in the administration of the war depart- 
ment in connection with the foreign 
possessions of the United States. 

The President has been very deliber- 
ate in making the choice, having spent 
more than three weeks carefully going 
over a long list of persons suggested for 
the position. 

The new Secretary of War is said to 
be of a radically different type from Mr. 
Garrison, being a pacifist with extreme 
views on questions relating to interna- 
tional peace. 

THREATENED RAILWAY STRIKE 
MORE EXPENSIVE THAN 

EUROPEAN WAR 

It is claimed that if the threatened 
strike of railway employees throughout 
the United States and Canada should 
materialize, a sheer financial loss would 
result in these two countries of more 

than the daily outlay for the European 
War. 

In view of this, the Association of 
Commerce is bringing extra efforts to 
bear to force the railroad managers and 
the four train service brotherhoods of 
America to agree to arbitration. Wheth- 
er these efforts will be successful or not, 
remains to be seen. 

Advance figures sent to the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission by all rail- 
roads throughout the country, indicate 
gains in every section during the month 
of January, being considered a direct 
result of increased rates and better busi- 
ness conditions. 

MINERS’ WAGES INCREASED 

Wage increases, which may annually 
approximate $8,000,000 or more, have 
been agreed upon by the sub-committee 
of bituminous operators and miners in 
the soft coal fields of western Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, who 
are negotiating a new contract to go 
into effect April 1. 

Nearly 200,000 men will benefit by the 
increase in wages. 

FEEL THE IRON HAND OF LAW 

Judge Baldwin, of Chicago, has 
granted the first permanent injunction, 
under the new abatement law, against j 
a north side hotel, long notorious for its 
facilities in offering opportunities to 
vice. 

The building will stand idle for a year, 
its furnishings being seized by the sher- 
iff, and sold. 

This is a hard blow to persons holding ; 

the traditional views of the “rights of j 

property.” The hotel managers, how- 

ever, were given every opportunity to 
mend their ways, but refused and defied 
the law. They claimed that they had a 

right to do what they pleased with their 
own property, regardless of morals and 

public decency. 
The example will doubtless go far in 

deterring other property owners from 
like practices. V 

DEMANDS RIGHT OF FREE 
SPEECH 

Joseph Slattery and his wife, Mrs. 

Mary F. Slattery, holding anti-Catholic 

meetings in Chicago last week, under the 

auspices of the Guardians of Liberty, 
were attacked by a lawless band of rowd- 
ies. Slattery is a former Roman Cath- 
olic priest, while his wife was formerly 
a nun. 

At a meeting held at Boulevard Hall, 
near the corner of Garfield Boulevard 
and Halsted Street, on the night of 
March 1, a priest led the disturbance, 
while four, policemen stood idly by mak- 

ing no mov<N$ restore order, according 
to reports in both the Chicago Herald 
and Chicago Tribune. 

On the night of March 2, the mob be- 
came so violent that Slattery was driven 
to his hotel under a police escort. Sev- 
eral men, escorting their wives from the 
meeting, were beaten, while street cars 

were entered and passengers assaulted. 
The third night, Slattery talked to 

1,000 people in Turner’s Hall, guarded ; 
by police, while the mob howled outside. 

On last Sunday, meetings were held 
simultaneously, under police protection, 
in three halls of the Masonic Temple, 
each of which was packed to the doors. 
Slattery was assisted by Wm. L. McGee, 
also a former Catholic priest. In the 
course of his address, he quoted from 
several books, and produced statistics to 
prove his points. 

He is reported to have said: “So long 
as I break no law in what I say, I defy 
any power in the United States to de- 
prive me of the right of free speech.” 
This question of the right of free speech 
is one which vitally concerns every pub- 
lic speaker and every citizen of the 
United States. 

FELIX DIAZ IN MEXICO 

Felix Diaz has landed on the east 
coast of Mexico, having gone there, it 
is claimed, to make trouble. 

From a ranch in the state of Vera Cruz, 
he is reported to have issued a manifesto 
proclaiming himself “general in chief of 
the reorganized national army.” It is pre- 
sumed that Zapata, the insurrectionist 
of southern Mexico, will become his ally. 
It therefore appears that the stability of 
Carranza’s rule is to be tested. The 
prospect is not gratifying to Americans. 

FREILER’S STATEMENTS 
REGARDING ELGIN, ANSWERED 

It will be remembered that Phillip 
Freiler came out with a public state- 
ment, some three weeks ago, to the ef- 
fect that the voting of saloons out of 
Elgin, Illinois, has had a disastrous ef- 
fect upon business conditions in that 
city. Mr. Freiler, it is learned upon in- 
vestigation, is a former saloon keeper of 
Elgin, and is now in the employ of a 

Louisville distilling company. 
His statements were given much 

prominence in the Chicago dailies, and 
were widely quoted throughout the coun- 

try. According to the American Issue, 
however, bankers, merchants and busi- 
ness men in general, as well as city offi- 
cials of Elgin, brand the story of Mr. 
Freiler as not only false but foolish. 

Elgin, on the contrary, they claim, has 
suffered much less, during the past year, 
from general business depression, than 
the majority of towns of Illinois, and 
throughout the country. At the first of 
the year all the Elgin papers published 
statements by leading merchants, to the 
effect that the holiday trade had been the 
best in the history of the city, and that 
the prospects for the new year were 

never brighter. 
C. II. Pegler, general attorney for the 

Aurora Elgin Interurban says: 
“The only empty storerooms are in un- 

desirable locations, excepting a few 
which are owned by the liquor interests, 
and which they refuse to rent. Take, 
for instance, River and Milwaukee 
Streets—they used to be lined with sa- 

loons; now groceries, dry goods stores, 
and other prosperous business concerns 

have taken the place of the saloons, and 
the two streets have been literally trans- 
formed.” 

Bankers of Elgin are unanimous in 
branding Mr. Freiler’s statement re- 

garding the decrease in bank deposits, 
as misleading, all agreeing that deposits 
for 1915 exceeded the deposits for 1913, 
the banner wet year by $196,000. 

The issue sums up the matter by say- 
ing that the bankers, newspapers, manu- 

facturers and citizens generally, of El- 
gin, say that the town is better off with- 
out saloons, and asks whose testimony 
would have the most weight in court, 
theirs or that of a man who is an ex- 

saloon keeper, and representative of a 

Louisville distillery. 

STRAIN FELT BY WALL STREET 

According to Charles R. Brown, a 

writer for the financial columns of the 
Chicago Tribune, extreme apprehension 
is felt in Wall Street, because of the 
acute strain in diplomatic circles, as well 
as the clash between the President and 
Congress. 

War is nearer than it ever has been, 
since the European struggle began, is 
the belief freely heard among bankers 
and stock exchange houses. No panic 
has developed from the situation; on the 
contrary, a widespread belief exists that 
as in previous crises, the present one 

will also be settled; nevertheless, there 
is little disposition to cover up the real 
seriousness of the situation. 

The part to be played by the United 
States, in a war, would be financial and 
economic, more than military or even 

naval, Mr. Brown claims. A large loan 
would be one of the first requisites, and 
would immediately reverse the present 
money situation, which has been ex- 

tremely easy during the past six months. 
We would no longer loan money to for- 
eign countries, but would need all re- 

sources for ourselves, and there would 
be immediate and spectacular demands 
for men and munitions of war. 

BRITISH WOMEN TO WORK AS 
FARM HANDS 

A call has been made by Greet; Britain 
for 400,000 women to replace the 
350,000 men who will be missing from 
agricultural pursuits in the spring. 
There is scarcely a profession, trade or 

industry in Great Britain, today, in 
which women are not employed. Farm 
labor has none' of the attractive novelty 
presented by some of the new occupa- 
tions which the war has opened to wo- 

men. It is very hard work, and is not: 
well paid. The call, however, has been j 
heard with responsive ears, and with 
but little criticism from any of the wo- 

mens’ organizations, or from the press. ! 
_ 
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WAR BRINGS PROSPERITY TO 
JAPAN 

Japan is experiencing the greatest j 
period of material prosperity in her his- 

tory, this situation being entirely due to 
the war. 

Money has become so cheap that 
bankers have begun to complain. The 
entente allies have been purchasing 
great quantities of war supplies from j 
Japan, and more orders are being placed 
constantly. Exports to Russia alone 
have amounted to several hundred mil- 
lion yen. 

SWISS FOOD SUPPLIES IN 
DANGER 

If the war continues much longer, 
Switzerland will be compelled to charter 
transatlantic steamships to bring her 
own food across the sea, under protec- 
tion of her own flag, is the opinion of 

many persons in that country. 
A view is expressed that Germany’s 

new blockade at sea may mean the star- 
vation of Switzerland, unless some such 
action is taken. 

GERMAN BANKS SCORE REMARK- 
ABLE RECORD 

Herr Reusch, the statistician of the 
German savings banks, declares that j 
Germany scored a remarkable record in ! 
1915. He estimates that the gain in de- J 
posits for the year reached at least $900,- j 
000,000, not taking into account the 
amounts withdrawn for subscriptions to i 
war loans. As these latter amounted to j 
about $1,070,000,000, the net reduction | 
of deposits was only about $170,000,000. j 
____ 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO 
EARTHQUAKE AND FIRE 

At the afternoon meeting held in Cen- 
tral Zion Tabernacle, Chicago, on last 
Lord’s Day, the General Overseer, be- 
fore the largest audience that has yet 
attended the services there, called special 
attention to the stereopticon lecture, on 

the San Francisco Earthquake and Fire, 
which was to be given in the evening, 
by Elder W. D. Taylor, who, with his 

family, was living in San Francisco at 
the time of its occurrence, and who 
passed safely through the experiences of 
that terrible catastrophe. 

A good sized audience assembled at 
eight o’clock p. m., and listened atten- 

tively to the lecture, which was instruc- 
tive and intensely interesting. At the 

opening of the meeting, the General 
Overseer read from the 24th chapter of 
St. Matthew, which contains prophecies 
of famines and earthquakes that are to 
take place in divers places in the “latter 

days”, as a prelude to the “great earth- 
quake”, when every mountain and is- 
land will be moved out of its place, and 
which will occurr at the opening of the 
“sixth seal.”—Revelation 6:12-17. 

At 5:13 on the morning of April 18, 
1906, Elder Taylor was awakened by the 
rumbling preceding the great earth- 
quake. His first thoughts were that 
milk wagons were rumbling over the 
cobble stones of the street; next, that a 

heavy wind was rushing over the city. 
This was quickly followed by a terrific 
shock, lasting but forty-eight seconds, 
but which, in that brief space of time, 
rocked and shook the city as if it had 
been a toy. Vast edifices, which it had 
taken years to construct, were shattered 
and demolished, and not only business 
blocks, but residences throughout the 
city, were laid in ruins. 

Immediately fire broke out in all parts 
of the city, adding to the terror of the 
people, and the destruction of property. 
It has been said that the San Francisco 
fire was the hottest and most destructive 
in history. The number of lives lost 
will never be known. Hundreds of men, 
women and children were pinned under 
the debris, and latter consumed by the 
fire. 

Strict orders were issued by the 
Mayor, against striking a match or 

lighting a fire. The conflagration how- 
ever, which did the greatest damage, and 
consumed the larger part of the city, 
was started by a woman, in direct dis- 
obedience of these orders, who built a 

fire in her cook stove. Tim chimney 
flue being cracked by the earthquake, her 
house was soon in flames, and a con- 

flagration was started which destroyed 
millions of dollars worth of property, 
and many hundreds of lives. 

By noon of the first day, nearly every 
Zion family in San Francisco had been 
burned out, and had gathered at the 
home of Elder Taylor, who was in charge 
of the branch there. The fire was 

sweeping toward them from three sides, 
and people for blocks around them, had 
hastily gathered their belongings to- 
gether, and moved on to escape. The 
Zion people, however, remained where 
they were, trusting in God for protection 
and deliverance. 

Although the fire was raging close 
around, the children were that night put 
to bed, and all rested quietly in God, 
trusting in the promise that “When thou 
passeth through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee: when thou walk- 
est through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee.”—Isaiah 43:2. 

The neighbors came and said, “Why, 
you’re foolish; aren’t you going to get 
out of here?” But Mrs. Taylor replied, 
“If I can’t trust God at a time like this, 
I won’t trust Him at all.” 

The fire came within half a block on 
one side of them, and then suddenly went 
out after having burned half a house. 
On another side the fire came within 
about three blocks, and on another with- 
in about five blocks. In each of the 
three instances the wind suddenly veered 
around, and drove the flames in the op- 
posite direction. There can be no doubt 
but what this was in direct answer to 
prayer. 

The home of Elder Taylor was left 
standing almost at the extreme end of a 

pan-handle, which reached down into the 
burned district. People coming to the 
city afterwards, would inquire to see 


