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NEWS OF THE WORLD 

RUSSIANS HEAVILY ASSAULT VON 
HINDENBERG’S LINES 

A strong Russian offensive has sudden- 
ly developed during the past week, along 
the Dvinsk-Riga front. Half a million 
well equipped Russian troops, under the 
direction of General Kuropatkin, are re- 

ported to have violently assailed von Hin- 
denberg’s line of defense, along a front 
of 75 miles. Reports are conflicting, the 
Russians claiming a considerable ad- 

vance, while Berlin declares that the 

enemy was repulsed, with a loss of about 
80.000 men. 

It seems the belief of military critics 
that this assault is only the preliminary 
skirmish of big offensive movements, by 
both the Germans and Russians, that are 

certain to develop, later in the season. 

This is not expected to take place, how- 

ever, until after the spring thaw, and the 

ground has had time to become firm 

again. 
Russian artillery is tuning up along 

the whole 800-mile front, while on sec- 

tors that have been inactive for manv 

months, there are indications of heavy 
infantry clashes within the next few 
weeks. 

JOFFRE ISSUES INSPIRING AD- 
DRESS TO VERDUN 

DEFENDERS 

The Verdun front remains practically 
unchanged. General Joffre, commander- 
in-chief of the French forces, has recent- 

ly issued the following address to his 
soldiers: 

“Soldiers of the army of Verdun: For 
three weeks you have endured the most 

formidable attack that the enemy has yet 
tried against us. Germany counted upon 
the success of this effort, which she 

thought would be irresistible, and for 
which she concentrated her best troops 
and her most powerful artillery. 

“She reckoned without you. Night 
and day, despite a bombardment with- 
out precedent, you resisted all attacks 
and maintained your positions. 

“The battle has not yet terminated, 
because the Germans have need of a 

victory. You will be able to wrest it 
from them. 

“The country has its eyes upon you. 
You will be of those of whom it •will be 

said: ‘They barred the road to Verdun 

against the Germans.’ ” 

VILLA ELUDES PURSUERS 

Nothing special has developed in con- 

nection with the Mexican situation, dur- 

ing the past week, except the fact that 
Villa is reported to have escaped the net 

which was supposed to have been drawn 
around him, and seems to be making his 

way rapidly southward, toward his old 
haunts in the Sierra Madre mountains, 
and where it is probable he will be able to 

maintain a guerrilla warfare for an in- 

definite period. 
The report, issued a "week ago, that 

General Herrera, military governor of 

Chihuahua, had renounced Carranza and 
taken the field in favor of Villa, was late1* 

disproved. This story had been confirmed 

by General Bell, and had therefore, passed 
the censors without question. Cabinet 
members have expressed indignation that 
General Bell should have committed this 

error, and rebuked him for permitting the 

report to be telegraphed to El Paso. As 

a result, the administration has decided to 

tighten the censorship of newspaper dis- 

patches from the border. 
On March 28, by a vote of 373 to 1, the 

House of Representatives passed an army 

deficiency bill, carrying $8,600,000, to 

cover the cost of the Mexican expedition. 
On the same day a memorandum was als > 

sent to General Carranza, pressing for 
an immediate reply to the request for per- 
mission to use Mexican railways in supply- 
ing American troops engaged in the pur- 
suit of Villa. 

Secretary of War Baker announced, on 

March 27, that only two of the aeroplanes 
sent to Mexico with the American expedi- 
tion are now serviceable, and that the war 

department had opened negotiations for 

the purchase of additional aeroplanes for 

service in Mexico. 

CARRANZA GRANTS PERMISSION TO 
USE RAILWAY 

A report received since the foregoing 
article was prepared for publication, 

states that one of the army’s most serious 

problems in hunting Villa has been solved 

by General Carranza granting a request 
of the State Department, for permission 
to use the Mexican Northwestern Rail- 
road for commercial purposes, in carrying 
out the pursuit. 

RELATIONS WITH GERMANY AGAIN 
CRITICAL 

The British passenger liner, Sussex, 
either struck a mine or was torpedoed, in 
the English Channel, on March 24, with 
386 passengers aboard, among them 25 

Americans, and a crew of fifty. Accord- 

ing to reports many passengers were 

standing near the railing, watching the 
outline of the French coast, when the ex- 

plosion rocked the vessel. A considerable 
number were wounded, and several were 

hurled violently into the water. 

The wireless apparatus was shattered, 
and for this reason it was impossible to 

summon help. The ship drifted in the 
Channel for hours, before the passengers 
were rescued by the Maria Theresa. 
About 50 lives were lost. According to 
latest reports, all Americans have been 
accounted for, although some were wound- 
ed. Three Americans rescued, have made 
affidavits that they saw the passage of a 

torpedo through the Avater, just before the 
explosion occurred, and that no warning 
had been given. 

This report, together with that of the 
sinking of the British freight steamer, 
Englishman, exact time and place un- 

made to secure observance of international 
law, and the assurances given him by the 
German Government, and compare these 
with repeated violations of what he con- 

siders American rights within the past 
few weeks. Furtlierfore, it is his in- 
tention to recall Ambassador Gerard, and 
dismiss Count von Bernstorff, the German 
ambassador. 

It is stated that with the President tak- 
ing this stand, these drastic measures can 

be avoided only by the complete abandon- 
ment by Germany of her campaign against 
merchantmen. 

POSTPONES ACTION ON WOMAN 
SUFFRAGE AND PROHIBI- 

TION AMENDMENTS 

Consideration of every proposed con- 

stitutional amendment, by the House of 
Representatives, during the present ses- 

sion of Congress, including those for wo- 

man suffrage and prohibition, wa« post- 
poned indefinitely, on March 28. by the 

judiciary committee, the vote standing 10 
to 9. 

BIRTHS 
In Zion Families 

To Mr. and Mrs. Neal G. Benckendorf, 
of South Sheridan Road, Zion City, on 

March 9, a Girl. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Emanuel- 

son, 11,319 South Washtenaw Avenue, 
Chicago, on March 24, a Girl. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Harley Friend, West 
26th Street, Zion City, on March 26, a 

Boy. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Loyal Lawrence, 

2811 Gideon Avenue, Zion City, on 

March 27, a Girl. 

chased from London, England, in the 

year 1904, at a cost of about $3,000. 
The Band was first organized in Chi- 

cago, in the year 1898, the boys at first 

furnishing their own instruments. Soon 

after, however, they purchased a com- 

plete set of Conn high pitch instruments. 
In 1904 the organization was enlarged, 
and the Conn instruments were replaced 
by the Besson instruments now in use. 

The old band played a very prominent 
part in the New York Visitation, and 

ranked, according to Eastern critics, as 

one of the best in the country, in tone 

production and quality of music furnish- 
ed. 

Zion Senior Band was reorganized, 
under the leadership ofi Conductor 

Thomas, by the General Overseer, in 
1908. It is now under the leadership 
of Mr. P. B. Newcomer, a man who has 

I had about twenty years’ connection with 
musical organizations. There are about 

thirty active members, and the average 

ability of the individual players is said, 
by competent critics, to be higher than 
at any time in its history. 

Besides the regular instrumentation, 
the Zion Band has what is very rare in 

organizations of this kind — a Saxa- 
phone Quartet, consisting of soprano, 
alto, tenor and baritone saxaphones. 
This music is especially sweet, and adds 
largely to the coloring and variety of the 
tone. 

Zion boys desiring eventually to be- 
come members of Zion Band, can begin 
by taking lessons, free of charge, from 
either Mr. P. B. Newcomer or from Mr. 

Ralph Wagner, both connected as teach- 
ers with Zion Conservatory of Music 
and Art. Thus, every opportunity is 

afternoon service. It also gives con- 

certs during the season, and plays on 

practically all special occasions. The 
boys give their services freely and with- 
out remuneration. They are to be 
highly commended for their earnest and 
faithful work in connection with this or- 

ganization, as they all ply their respec- 
tive vocations during the day, and can 

only give their evenings to practice and 

study. 
Over 39,000 leaves of healing 

BY TWO WORKERS IN 70 WEEKS 

Deaconesses Buhmann and Schelhorn 
returned to Zion City, from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, on March 16, having been 

occupied in doing Restoration Work 
there since September 13,1915—twenty- 
six weeks. The past winter in Minne- 

apolis has been especially severe, with 
an abundance of snow, the thermometer 

ranging from 20 to 38 degrees below 

zero, and although the worst epidemic 
of grippe, in the history of the country, 
prevailed this past winter, these work- 
ers were not sick4even one day. 

They worked both Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, visiting each city 
alternately, every other week. As it 
was too cold to work the residence sec- 

tion, they confined themselves to the busi- 
ness districts, and were everywhere re- 

ceived kindly. Wherever they went 

they used the salutations, “Peace be to 

j this house,” and “Peace to thee,” and in 

j this way, soon became well known on the 

j street cars, and to people in the business 
houses. All manner of questions were 

asked regarding Zion and Zion City. 
The daily ammunition of each, con- 

sisted of 50 Leaves of Healing, 200 Mes- 
sages and 20 Theocrats. These they 

known, with the death, it is claimed, of 
four Americans, has brought about anoth *r 

crisis with the German government. Ow- 
ing to the fact that the United States has 

passed safely through a number of crises 
this has failed to cause the excitement 
that it would have produced a year ag>. 
and it is hoped that a break with Germany 
may again be avoided. 

It is claimed that the President has 
reached the place where his patience is at 

the point of exhaustion, and that if it is 
found that Germany has violated her 

pledges, a break between the two govern- 
ments is /dmost certain. However, it w 

necessary to positively establish the fact j 
that the vessel was torpedoed. 

It is claimed that Ambassador Bern- j 
storff stoutly declares that there is no 

basis for the charge, and that he expects ! 
an early and effective denial from his gov- j 
ernment. It is the belief in Gorman j 
diplomatic circles that the Sussex struck a j 
mine. 

A bronze fragment has been found 

among the debris, on board the Sussex, 
which many believe to be a piece of a Ger- 
man torpedo. The President will reserve 

final judgment until all the evidence in 
the case is before him, and Ambassador 

Gerard, in Berlin, has been instructed to 

make a careful investigation of the matte-.. 

BREAK WITH GERMANY IMMENENT, 
ACCORDING TO WASHINGTON 

REPORTS 

Reports received since the above article 
was dictated, state that the British steam- 

ship Eagle Point, with one or more Ameri- 
cans on board, has been torpedoed with- 
out warning by a submarine, according to 
advices received by the State Department 
from Consul Frost, at Queenstown. All 
on board were saved. 

Latest Washington advices declare that 
it can be stated positively that the Presi- 
dent has made up his mind to appear be- 
fore Congress, recite the efforts he has 

ZION SENIOR BAND, P. B. NEWCOMER, CONDUCTOR 

LOCAL NEWS 
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ZION SENIOR BAND 

Prospective members taken, step by 

STEP, THROUGH VARIOUS GRADES OF IN- 

STRUCTION — PRESENT EFFICIENCY 

HIGHEST IN HISTORY OF 

ORGANIZATION 

A concert was given by Zion Band, in 
Shiloh Tabernacle, on Wednesday even- 

ing, March 22, which was especially 
good. Those present seem unanimous 
in the opinion that it was one of the best, 
if not the very best, thus far given. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the weath- 
er was inclement, there was a good at- 
tendance. 

Every part of the program, from 
start to finish, was highly commendable. 

% 

A special feature was the assistance giv- 
en the band, by the Drum and Bugle 
Corps, in their first appearance for the 
season. In the march “Semper Fidelis,” 
these did fine work, and the combined 
volume of music filled the Tabernacle. 

One of the most interesting selections 
of the evening, was “A Polar Suite,” 
giving an interpretation of the weird 
music of the Esquimaux. It was di- 
vided into four sections, the first being 
an interpretation of “An Esquimo Wed- 
ding,” carrying with it an air of re- 

joicing; the second, the frolics of Polar 
bears at play; the third, “An Esquimo 
Lullaby,” with the weird dirge-like 
chant of the mother, and the fourth, 
“The Dog Train,” with effects among 
the “traps” representing the crack of 
the whip, and the barking of the dogs 
as they start on their journey. 

The concert was further supplement- 
ed by vocal selections and readings. 

The Zion Senior Band uses a full set 
of Besson instruments, which were pur- 

given Zion young people to become effic- 
ient in the use of musical instruments. 

After the pupil reaches a certain 
stage of proficiency, he is put into an 

ensemble class, now having about ten 
members, and there receives his first 
practice in playing with other students. 
From here he is passed on to Zion Junior 
Band, now consisting of 26 members, 
and after a certain period of training 
with this organization, graduates into 
the Zion Senior Band. The members 
are thus lead on, step by step, from the 
most elementary work to the highest de- 
gree of efficiency. 

Although there are a considerable 
number of students who are now being 
prepared for future service in Zion 
Senior Band, there is still room for 
more. In order to belong to this organ- 
ization, however, members must be “all 
wool, and a yard wide”—men who are 

thoroughly efficient, and who can play 
their parts effectively alone. 

Boys entering this work are not sup- 
posed to drop out. Many boys when 
hearing a band playing in the street, or 

elsewhere, are fired with an impulse to 
join; perhaps they even take a few les- 
sons, but when they find that it takes 
constant hard work and practice, their 
interest begins to flag. As in every- 
thing else, only those who stick to it and 
persevere, succeed. 

Eight members of the present Zion 
Senior Band have been trained “from 
the ground up,” by Conductor Newcom- 
er. He has lately instituted sectional 
practice, as well as the regular general 
ensemble. In this way he can tell just 
where each individual player needs to 
be strengthened, which is a hard propo- 
sition when all the members of the band 
are playing together. 

Zion Band is an integral part of Zion’s 
work. For the last three years it has 
played on alternate Lord’s Day after- 
noons, in Shiloh Tabernacle, between 2 
and 2:30 o’clock, preceding the regular 

carried on their arms, for a while, but 
finally purchased knitted shopping bags, 
which they found very convenient for 
carrying the literature. 

They had many interesting experi- 
ences. The Jews especially bought copies 
of the Leaves of Healing containing arti- 
cles against swine’s flesh, but would 
have nothing to do with those containing 
references to the second coming of Christ. 
Some doctors became very angry when 
they read the exposure of vaccination. 
One man after having purchased a copy 
of Leaves of Healing, rushed after them 
and demanded his nickel back. 

During the twenty-six weeks they 
were in the Twin Cities, they sold 10,916 
copies of Leaves of Healing. They also 
gave away 43,279 Messages, 1,941 Theo- 
crats,and 185 Leaves of Healing. Eleven 
subscriptions to Leaves of Healing were 

taken. 
These two deaconesses are veterans in 

the work, having first entered the field 
on May '6, 1914. Since that time they 
have worked the cities of St. Paul, Minne- 
apolis, Winnipeg (Canada), New Or- 
leans, Mobile, Montgomery and Nash- 
ville ; also 25 cities and towns in Illinois. 
Altogether they have spent 70 weeks in 
active field work, selling, in that time, a 

total of 39,193 copies of Leaves of Heal- 
ing, and giving away 180,399 Messages, 
and 2,655 Theocrats, besides many hun- 
dreds of Leaves of Healing that they 
failed to keep track of. 

Deaconess Schelhorn says: “We are 

thankful to Zion and the General Over- 
seer for their prayers. I thought I 
could not stand the cold, and sent a pray- 
er request to headquarters. I received 
a wonderful blessing, and stood the work 
fine. I have never been sick but one 

day while in the field work. It was only 
God’s goodness which enabled us to do 
what we did.” 

Letter showing sternness of 
MILITARY DISCIPLINE 

There are few communities in any 

country, today, that have not been affect- 
ed in one way or another, by the world 
war. In tens of thousands of homes, 
family ties have been broken. In Zion 
City there are a considerable number of 
persons who have brothers fighting at 
the front, on one side or the other. 

A letter received, this week, by Joseph 
L. Bishop, of Zion Law Department, 
from a brother who served through the 
Dardanelles campaign, is of interest. It 
is headed “Somewhere, Arabian Desert.” 
Soldiers in the field are not allowed to 
disclose, in their letters, where they are, 
neither do they themselves know where 
they are going. 

On the outside of the envelope is a 

certificate, signed by the sender, in 
which he says: “I certify bn my hon- 
or that the contents of this envelope re- 

fer to nothing but private and family 
matters.” The letter among other 
things, says: 

“We have been on Gallipoli Peninsula 
for the past five months, but our with- 
drawal is now history. At present we 
are awaiting developments; no one knows 
where we are to be sent. We are not 
permitted to write details of our actions, 
so do not think that I am omitting owing 
to indifference. There are so many 
‘don’ts’ issued to us, that I find it safer 
to keep off military matters. Later on, 
I hope to be able to write you an account 
of my experiences.” 

Where will it end? 

A year ago Americans laughed when 
speaking of war prices, and refused to 
treat the matter seriously; but today 
they are beginning to face the grim re- 

ality. And still the prices on almost all 
commodities continue to soar! 

Cotton goods, woolen fabrics, silks, 
satins—everything within the means of 
poor and rich alike, has gone up in price, 
until today no price on any materials 
can be absolutely guaranteed for any 
length of time. Today, the merchants 
know what the prices are for today; no 

one seems to be in a position to predict 
when the next “rise” will come, nor 

what ,it will be. 
During the last few months, the price 

of paper has greatly advanced, and in- 
dications are that prices will be still 
higher. The reason for this is the ap- 
parent shortage of certain raw materi- 
als, and their greatly increased cost. 

The chemicals used by paper manu- 

facturers in making bleaching powder,' 
have been bought in great quantities, 
during the past few months, by the ma- 

kers of high explosives, so that this mar- 

ket has become very demoralized. This 
accounts for the shortage of supply, and 
the very high prices of such chemicals. 

All leather goods begin to show great- 
er strength than ever before—and there 
is a reason! We will quote here from 
an address delivered by Mr. W. F. Pra- 
ther, of the Rice & Hutchins Co’s. Wom- 
ans’ Dept., Baltimore, Maryland, at the 
Annual Banquet of the Washington, D. 
C. Shoe Retailer’s Association. He said: 

“During the period from November 1, 
1914, to November 1, 1915, the exports 
of shoes and leather from this country, 
were $76,434,550 in excess of the same 

period twelve months previous. With 
that increase in exports, our imports in 
calf skins were a little more than five 
million skins, as against nearly eleven 
million skins the year before—or less 
than one half. Our imports of colt skins 
and horse hides, were 347,407 as against 
998,672, or a little more than one-third. 
Now with our exports about 761/2 mil- 
lion more, and our imports more than 
50 per cent less than the previous year 
—and when we know our population is 
increasing, and that the demand for 
shoes is twice as heavy as ever before, 
you can see what is before us.” 

No one, therefore, need be surprised 
at a steady advance in the price of all 
leather goods. Shoes are approximate- 
ly 20 per cent higher now than they 
were twelve months ago, and will ad- 
vance at least 25 to 40 per cent, more 

before the fall season arrives. 
Well may we ask ourselves the ques- 

tion : “Where will it end ?” Under these 
existing conditions it behooves us as 

loyal American citizens to zealously 
guard all our resources, and not waste 
anything. Remember,“the end is not 
yet!” 
Mr. bach, and son, prisoners of war 

IN HONG KONG 
The Theocrat of March 25, mentioned 

the fact that a Mr. Bach, and son, bound 
from Shanghai, China, to Zion City, had 
been removed from the steamship China, 
with other Germans aboard, by a British 
cruiser. A letter received, this week, 
from Apostle Royall, dated March 3, 
says: 


