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\ \N EASTER MESSAGE 

INVOCATION 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my 

heart be acceptable in Thy sight and richly blessed unto this 

people, 0 Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer. Amen. 

TEXT 

“He is not here; for He is risen, even as he said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay.” 

The Certainty of the Preexistent State of the Christ 

Any comprehensive study of the life of Jesus the 

Christ, must begin with His preexistence. This having been 

clearly substantiated by the plain Word of God, there will be 

no danger of any one’s being beguiled into accepting the 

horrible error of Unitarianism. 
You will please note that Jesus Himself said, in the fifth 

verse of the seventeenth chapter of John, “And now, 0 

Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with the 

glory which I had with Thee before the world was.” 

And the last sentence of the twenty-fourth verse of the 

same chapter, “For Thou lovedst Me before the foundation 

of the world.” 
Also in the eighth chapter of the Gospel according to 

John, the fifty-eighth verse, “Before Abraham was I am.” 

You will notice that the marginal reading is “Before Abra- 
ham was born, I am.” 

I think the first three verses of the first chapter of the 

Gospel according to John are very plain, “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All 

things were made by Him; and without Him was not any- 

thing made that hath been made.” 
Let there be a clear understanding in ZlON as to the 

doctrine of the Christ’s preexistence. Let no one be able to 
accuse us truthfully of denying the Divinity of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus, the Christ. 
I want it distinctly understood that I have nothing to 

do with speculations concerning Divine Truth. 

God’s Spirit Always Agrees With His Word 

I do not care for nine-tenths of all that has been written 

upon the subject of the Trinity; and I regard any one as 

very foolish who attempts to be wise above that which is 
written in God’s Word. 

I know it is said that the Spirit of God not only acts 
through the Word, but sometimes apart from the Word. 

I will readily grant to my brethren that God, through 
the Spirit, does speak to spirit, but always in accordance 
with the Word and never in contradiction of it. 

If I am asked what I believe about there being three 
Personalities in the Trinity, I will at once confess my ignor- 
ance, and grant that the man asking the question knows as 

much as I do. 
I contend, however, that God is greater than the Christ, 

for the Bible records that Jesus said, “My Father is greater 
than I.” 

I also believe that God and the Christ are one, for the 
Christ said, “I and My Father are one.” 

If you want to spend your time considering the foolish 

arguments that are often advanced with a view to proving 
that there is but one Person or three Personalities in the 

Trinity, or that the Christ is this, that, and the other thing, 
I simply tell you that I will not go outside of the Word of 
God. 

Having settled the question of the Christ’s preexistence, 
by referring to the plain Word of God, we may well ask the 

question as to whether the Bible throws any light upon the 
Christ in His preexistent state? 

I am glad to be able to answer that it does. 

The Essential Divinity of the Christ 

In the sixth verse of the second chapter of Philippians 
we have the following language, “Who, being in the form 
of God, counted it not a prize to be on an equality with God,” 
or, “looked not upon it as a thing to be held to tenaciously.” 

There is no doubt that the Greek word here translated 
“form” has reference to the essential attributes, in the sixth 
verse of Deity and in the seventh of humanity. 

One book is said to be in the form of another, mean- 

ing of course, similarity of outward appearance, but the 
Christ cannot be said to be in the form of God in this limited 
respect. 

The Christ was in the form of God in that He was pos- 
sessed of the same attributes as God Himself. 

This is brought out in that first verse of the first chapter 
of John, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God,” or, of the same sub- 
stance as God. 

In following this second topic we should notice the Mes- 
sianic prophecies, a subject which is studied at great length 
by all students in Theological seminaries. 

The First Biblical Reference to the Coming of 

the Christ 

It may be interesting to beginners and to children to 
know, that the first statement in reference to the Coming 
of iho Christ is in the fifteenth verse of the third chapter of 
Genesis, where God said, in speaking to the serpent, “I will 

put enmity, between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” 

The Christ is set forth by numerous types and cere- 

monies recorded in the Old Testament, and in both the minor 
and the major prophets, there are many direct references to 
His Coming. 

I want to point out here that some Bible students fall 
into error in calling Messianic prophecies, many Old Testa- 
ment allusions which, if carefully studied, will be found to 
have no reference whatever to Jesus, the Christ. 

But it is interesting to note that the very place of His 
birth is foretold, and also that He should be called 

Emmanuel, which means “God with us!” 

The time came for Jesus, the Christ, to become incar- 
nate, and we are told that, first of all, an angel appeared to 
Zacharias to fortell the birth of John the Baptist. 

You cannot understand or appreciate the life of Jesus, 
the Christ, without studying the life of John the Baptist, 
His forerunner. 

Jesus, the Christ, was born at a time when, through the 
conquests of Alexander the Great, the Greek language had 
been widely diffused; and also at a time when Rome was 
Mistress of the world, and universal peace obtained. 

But Jesus, the Christ, was no sooner born, than the 
Devil attempted to destroy Him. 

The Certainty of the Real Existance of the Devil 

You know that today it is quite fashionable to deny the 
existence of the Devil; and if I were in the Devil’s place I 
should congratulate myself upon having succeeded to such 
a' wonderful degree, in getting hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple to deny my existence. 

This denial of the existence of the Devil is true of the 
hundreds of thousands of Spiritualists, of the Christian 
Scientists, and of many other so-called religious bodies. 

They tell us that there is no personal Devil; that the 
only temptation that a man has is when he is tempted from 
within. 

Now, I should like to know, in view of the fact that 
“Jesus did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth,” 
how He could be tempted from within ? 

Perhaps some one who denies the existence of the 
Devil will be able to explain, because the people who turn 
away from God can explain anything and everything. 

It will be said to you, “Well, now, is it not wonderful 
how these Mormon elders can quote Scripture?” or “How 
Christian Scientists can quote Scripture?” 

Yes, it is wonderful, and I always think of the man who 
when showing how glibly he could quote Scripture quoted 
as follows: “Jezebel was standing on the wall and Ahab 
said, ‘Throw her down,’ and he threw her down. Then he 
said, ‘Throw her down seven times,’ and he threw her down 
seven times. Again he said, ‘Throw her down seventy 
times seven.’ And he threw her down seventy times seven. 
Then of the fragments they gathered up twelve basketfuls; 
therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be?” 

Men and women, who depart from the Word of God, 
are very apt at quoting Scripture; and thus many people 
who are not well informed are ensnared, and led to destruc- 
tion. 

The Attempted Early Destruction of the Christ 

You will notice that Satan attempted the destruction of 
the Christ, immediately upon the announcement of His birth. 

The Devil at once makes use of the wicked usurper, 
King Herod; and the Christ is taken into Egypt. 

We get a glimpse right here of the ministry of angels. 
I do not want to say much about the ministry of 

angels, because I do not know much about it; I will leave it 
to those who can talk for about two hours about something 
concerning which they know nothing. 

I know this, however, that in several places in the Word 
of God, angels are mentioned as having ministered unto 
mankind, and that the question is asked, “Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of 
them that shall inherit salvation?” 

But in the second chapter of Matthew the angels min- 
ister in a way that leads to the taking away of Jesus down 
into Egypt; then He is brought back, and dwells at Nazareth. 

The next glimpse that we have of Jesus, the Christ, is 
recorded in the Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 

When twelve years of age He goes down to Jerusalem 
to attend the Passover Feast, remains behind talking to the 
doctors, or teachers; and is missed by His parents who re- 

turn for Him, after a day’s journey homeward. 
In the Revised Version we read that He met them with 

the question, “Wist ye not that I must be in My Father’s 
house ?” 

j The Folly of Unnatural Interpretations of Scripture 

Some teachers have attempted to deduce a great many 
: things from this statement of the Christ, but I see nothing 
in it other than that He said to His parents, “Why! you 
ought to have known that I would be down here in My 
Father’s house.” 

I do not believe in making a passage of Scripture teach 
a great many things, that it never was designed to teach. 

I do not see how this statement of the Christ can be 
used, as it often has been used, to prove that the Christ 
knew at this time His real Mission, and that He was down 
there attending to it. 

We hear no more of the Christ until He appears on the 
banks of the Jordan, to go down into the River—to have 
John the Baptist pour water on His head! 

That is what I was taught when I was a Sunday-school 
pupil; but, of course, Zion does not believe anything of that 
kind. 

It is absurd to talk about Jesus’ having gone down into 
the water, that John might sprinkle or pour water on His 
head. 

Then comes the next attempt of the Devil to destroy 
the Christ, when after He had gone into the wilderness, the 
Devil tempted Him to misuse His power to turn stones into 
bread. 

Jesus’ Forty-days Fast No Miracle 

I want to say that Jesus fasting forty days was no 

miracle. 
I believe that many men could go forty days without 

eating and be benefited by it. If you have been in the habit 
of calling this a miracle, I want to call your attention to the 
fact that others have gone forty days without eating; still I 
confess that one naturally would become very hungry, after 
fasting for that period of time. 

The tempter said to Him, “Command that these stones 
be made bread;” but Jesus answered him by saying, “It 
is written.” 

Then the Devil tries to get the Christ to commit the sin 

of presumption, by hurling Himself from the pinnacle of the 

Temple; and I believe, Zion, that you and I are in greater 
danger of committing the sin of presumption than any other 
sin. Be very careful with respect to this sin. 

In the next temptation the Devil showed the Christ all 
the kingdoms of this world, and told Him that if He would 
fall down and worship him, he would give them all to Him; 
but the Christ again thrust the Sword of the Spirit into 
Satan who then left Him. 

After this the Christ began His Ministry by saying, 
“Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” Now 
I want you to notice the character of the teaching of the 
Christ. 

After He had taught them, the people said, “Why! He 
is not like our scribes!” 

And I tell you that the ministers of ZlON must not be like 
the ministers of any other religious^ body; if they are—well 
the Lord have mercy upon them! 

Whal was the difference in the teaching? 

The Importance of a “Single Eye” in Preaching 
the Word / 

It was this: that the Christ spoke as one having 
Authority, while the scribes did not. 

I also desire to point out to my brethren in the ministry, 
that unless a man is called of God to preach the Gospel, so 

that he can speak with Divine Authority, he is in the wrong 

place, and he ought to get out of it. 
I know that some of you may say that great care is 

needed in claiming to speak with Divine Authority. 
I admit that, but a man that speaks with Divine 

Authority says nothing about it; he speaks, God puts His 
seal of approval upon his words and upon him, and the power 
of his preaching is attested by the signs that follow. 

Then the people are saved, healed, cleansed, and kept 
by the Power of God. 

I am suspicious of the man who talks about his 

Authority. 
The man who has Divine Authority does not say, “Now 

look here, you must do as I tell you, for I am the boss of this 
establishment; now come to time and toe the line; if you 
do not I will pitch you out.” 

How much did Jesus talk about His Mission? 
How much did Jesus talk about His Authority? 
How much did John the Baptist say about his being 

Elijah the Preparer? 
Very little! In fact, John the Baptist did not know that 

he was going forth in the spirit and power of Elijah. 
I say to you, my brethren in the Ministry, let us do our 

work in the Power of the Most High God; and let the work 
witness to our Authority. 

The Simplicity of the Teaching of the Christ 

The Christ was very simple in His teaching; if you tell 
me that He was illogical, well, I say to you that the Christ’s 
talks were unlike the sermons of the present day. 

As I read His sermons I do not see anything that indi- 
cates that He studied Homiletics; and if you press the mat- 

ter, I will say that I often wonder whether there is any- 

thing in the Bible, that requires a man to take a text. 
I would like to know if it is not the experience of every 

successful minister that oftentimes, quicker than the 
lightning’s flash, the Spirit moves upon his mind and heart, 
and leads him to say something about which he had not 

thought, and which he had not intended to say; but which 
he afterwards learned was richly blessed to one or more in 
his congregation. 

The Sermon on the Mount is a very good illustration of 
what might be called a fragmentary sermon; and if a man 

wants to follow the Christ, and be a man of power he must 
be free and untrammelled; he should be centered in the 
Christ, and not be self-centered. 

The Importance of Speaking with Divine Authority 

If you are called to preach the Word, when you stand 
before the people have no thought of who is around you; do 

not bother what they may think or say; for, the very moment 

that you do it you will get your mind off of God, and become 

man-fearing, and lose your hold on God. 
As we go on through the life of Jesus, the Christ, we 

see that He lived a simple life; and the words that He uttered 
are to be taken just as they read: for instance, that He had 

not where to lay His head. 
He gave up everything, and went about doing good, 

and some of the wonderful things in his life are wayside in- 

cidents; for instance, the healing of the man born blind; 
the healing of blind Bartimaeus; the resurrection of the only 
son of the widow of Nain; and many other incidents that 
will occur to your minds. 

The Christ did not make His life so complex that He 
had no time to attend to the minor needs of humanity; His 
life was very simple, beautiful, and powerful. 

Coming on down through His life, it is well to note 
that He uttered forty-three parables, and that there are 

recorded in detail in the Gospels; according to some, thirty- 
six miracles and according to others thirty-eight. 

This discrepancy is due to the fact that some students 
make two miracles, as recorded in different Gospels, the 
same event; while other students say that they are separate 
events. 

At last Jesus, the Christ, said, that the Son of Man 
would be delivered up to be crucified; and then transpired 
His anointing, which was His preparation for burial; then 
came the preparation for the Passover. 

Jesus ate the Passover on Thursday night with His 

apostles; and it was on that night that the Communion of 
the Lord’s Supper was established. 

He took from that Passover Feast some of the bread 
and some of the wine, and instituted the Lord’s Supper. 

Then He went out to the Garden of Gethsemane. 

The Wrong of Too Harsh Judgments Concerning the 

Early Apostles’ Weeknesses 

I want to say here that I do not endorse the harsh 

judgments that some pass upon the apostles. 
It is easy enough to stand here and say that those 

apostles did wrong when they fell asleep, in the Garden of 

Gethsemane; but perhaps you and I would have done worse. 

It is hard to understand the fact that they all forsook 

Him and fled. 
Some have said, “Weil, I would not have been such a 

coward;” and others have said, “If I had been in Peter’s 

place, and had spoken as he did, I would^have kept to it.” 

But, my friends, it is one thing to talk, and another 

thing to act when the hour comes. 

Some people art very brave thirty days before the 

battle, before the enemy has appeared in sight; but the 

moment the enemy appears on the day of battle they show 
themselves cowards. 

I repeat that I do not believe in passing harsh judg- 
ments upon the apostles, because they forsook the Christ and 
fled. 

Would you and I have done any better had we been in 
their places? Would we do any better now? 

It is better not to talk too much about what we would or 

would not do, but to act; the man who does a great deal of 
talking is usually the first man to take to his heels and run, 
when the hour of danger comes. 

Jesus the Christ, being forsaken by all of His apostles, 
was tried, condemned, and crucified. 

Woman’s Faithfulness at the Crucifixion of the 

Christ 

One of the most interesting things, in connection with 
the scene of His crucifixion, is the faithfulness of some of 
the women, who had been His earnest followers. 

If any one entertains the idea that I am unwilling to 
allow women all their rights, he or she has misjudged me. 

I am perfectly willing that women shall have their 
rights; but at the same time I want to say that while women 

have a right to do a certain amount of religious work, 
woman’s place is at the head of a home; there is where she 
ought to sit as queen. 

I want to see the day come when women shall be at the 
head of homes as wives and mothers; for there they can 

honor God better than anywhere else. 
But let them also do all the good they can, and all the 

religious work they can, so long as it does not interfere with 
their home life. 

Now when Jesus was crucified, it would seem from the 
Scriptures, the apostles did not understand it; it would 
seem that all their hopes were buried with Him. 

I do not believe that they expected Him to arise from 
the dead; but that they were surprised, when they were told 
that He had risen from the dead. 

Now, no doubt on this Easter Day, in various quarters, 
very learned discourses, systematically arranged, will be 
delivered; magnificent, logical arguments will be offered to 
prove that the Christ rose from the dead. 

Well, I have no proof to cite; the Word of God gives us 

the story and that is enough for me. 

I want to thank God that Jesus, the Christ, not only be- 
came incarnate; not only went about doing good, preaching 
the Gospel of the Kingdom, teaching the people, and heal- 
ing the sick; but that, when the Devil tried to destroy Him 
finally and completely, Death was not able to hold Him, but 
that He arose from the dead. 

Today we are full of joy because the Christ arose from 
the dead. 

It is written, “I am the Resurrection and the Life;” 
“He that hath the Son hath the Life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not the Life.” 

I do not propose to speculate about the Christ’s body. 
I trust that Zion will lose her appetite for speculation; that 
Zion will lose her desire for that which is merely sensa- 
tional. 

If you think that I am going to stand here and go be- 
yond the Bible into the realm of speculation, you will be 
disappointed; I will leave that for others to do—I want to 
be practical. 

I know this much: that the Bible makes it plain that 
the Christ is the Light of the World; that He is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life; and that it is my privilege to repent 
of all my sins, to confess them and make restitution, and 
to obtain faith through the study of the Word; and to obey 
God and live a holy life. 

I am told that even now it is possible for us to become 
like the Christ; well, I do not know just what that means; 
but I know we are told that when He is manifested we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

The Folly of Speculating About the Body of Christ 
I do not propose to speculate as to what kind of a body 

the Christ had. 
I do not propose to spend any time arguing to prove that 

the body which came out of the tomb was the same body that 
was put into the tomb, or that its transformation took place 
at His ascension. 

I do not know; but I know just as much about it as any 
one else. 

I do not propose to speculate about the glorified body. 
Some one has said that it is to be a body without blood; 

well, that I do not know, the Bible does not tell me. 
I want you today, my brethren and sisters, to keep close 

to the Word of God, to avoid all speculation, and to talk 
about things that you do know; but do not undertake to be 
wise concerning things about which God has not seen proper 
to give us a revelation. 

Let us get where God wants us to be, and then let us 

by our lives show that we have been with the Christ; and let 
us go out to poor sin-stricken, disease-smitten humanity, and 
give them Jesus, the Christ, and not a great bundle of specu- 
lations. 

Christianity is a Life and not a doctrine; and yet hun- 
dreds of workers today are spending their time trying to 
win people to some doctrine. 

Christian Character the Only True Test of 

Fellowship 

But Zion intends to get back and show the people that 
Christian character is the only test that God requires. 

We want to combat the practise of making doctrine the 
test of fellowship, and the foolish blunder of stating that 
while people are good enough to go to Heaven, they are not 

good enough to join “my Church.” 
Whenever a Baptist minister lays it down, as a condi- 

tion of church fellowship, that every one must be baptized 
by single immersion, he is inconsistent. 

Surely the Baptist minister will admit that there are 

Presbyterian ministers who are Christians; he will admit 
that should they pass away they would enter Heaven. 

Well, if a man is good enough to enter Heaven, he is 

good enough to become a member of the Baptist Church. 
Zion must point out to the Baptists that they are in- 

consistent ; that they are unscriptural; that they are making 
a great blunder in making single immersion a test of church- 

fellowship. 
I want to point out to the representative men of the 

Church of Christ, or the Disciple Body, that when they laid 
down as a distinctive tenet, that single immersion was 

essential to salvation, they had no right to admit that any 
man was a Christian who had not been immersed by single 
immersion. 

The Christian Catholic Church in Zion is needed—a 
Church that is broad enough to welcome into its member- 


