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“OBEDIENCE” 

(Continued from Last Week) 
“And this commandment have we from Him, That he 

who loveth God love his brother also.”—I John 4:20, 21. 
General Overseer: All these verses and references 

are very beautiful, but you have not touched the point of 
Obedience yet. 

Elder Tindall, suppose I appointed you to preach a 

sermon to this Church on Obedience: what would be your 
outline? That is what the ministry is for: to lead the peo- 
ple in the way of obedience. There is no wonder there is 
sickness and disease and death,—the wonder to me is that 
there is not more! 

Elder Tindall: Well, there is the passage that has 
been referred to—I Samuel 15:22. I know of nothing 
stronger than the case of Saul, and the command that God 
gave to Saul. 

General Overseer : Do we want Obedience as an ab- 

stract proposition or as a concrete proposition? We have 

had the abstract; I want a little of the concrete. 
Elder Tindall: He sums up the case in the quota- 

tion that is given here: that He loves obedience better than 

sacrifice—“To obey is better than sacrifice.” It seems to 

me that it is all summed up in that case. 

General Overseer: What are these people going to 

obey in? You can cite the case of Saul and cite all the 

cases in the Bible, but it does not do this people one bit of 

good except as an abstract proposition. What are these 

people going to obey in? Why is it that these people are 

sick, and diseased, and dying? Why is it nceessary for 

God Almighty to begin judgment at the house of God? You 

know, I believe in going right straight for the head of the 

nail. 
Elder Carey, what would be your outline if you were in 

a position to lead a Church of thousands of people into that 

place where they can claim God’s keeping power? After 

a man has preached all day on playing a piano, you would 

feel like saying, “Sit down there and play me a tune.” After 

a man has preached for hours on obedience, you cannot 

blame the people for saying, “You have preached all day on 

obedience: well, now, what do you want us to obey in? 

What do you want us to do?” Is not that the point? 
Elder Carey: Well, if a man says he obeys God, he 

Will show it in his life. He has to bring forth fruits to show 

that he is obeying God—so that those who see him will know. 

One of the passages told us that “To obey is better than 

sacrifice.” 
A man can sacrifice all he likes, and he can make all 

the profession he likes, but if obedience is not there, what is 

the good of it? 

All Men are Sinners 

General Overseer : Let me preach a little sermon on 

this. 
Now, in the first place, a man confronts an audience. 

According to the Word of God, the very first thing that the 

servant of God must proclaim unto all men is that all are 

sinners, is it not? and make the people see their real and true 

condition. 

God Must be Believed 

The first thing is to show the people how to get out of 

their sins. They must believe in God ; they must believe that 

He is. 

The Life of Man Must be Reformed 

The first step that each and every one has to take to 

get back to God, is a genuine repentance; and “bringing 
forth fruits meet for repentance” is covered by the expres- 
sion “reformation of life.” 

In other words, you have got to get men and women 

to DIE in their old nature. There must be DEATH before 

there can be LIFE. When they are “born again,” then 

comes in this question of obedience. 

The New Life Seeks to obey God’s Ordinances 

Now, the very first thing that obedience will be shown 

in, will be in baptism. When men and women refuse to obey 
the commandment of Jesus the Christ to be baptized “into 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost,” I do not place much confidence in their profession 
of the new birth. In other words: I do not believe that one 

has to half KILL a baby to get it to take milk; and one does 

not have to PREACH and PREACH and PREACH to men 

and women who have died to the world, and have died to 

sin, and have been born again, to obey in baptism. 
Another thing: Obedience in attending the services of 

the house of God! I have been a little surprised that there 

were not some passages read on that. 

Now you have got an idea of what it is to OBEY. 

In Obedience Much is Involved for Every Christian 

As I talk to people, and as I go around here from day 
to day to minister to people, and as I am called up over the 

telephone, I am not surprised that many people have diffi- 

culties and are always in trouble. 

Here comes in a call over the telephone, tomorrow or 

next, day,—it may be a request for prayer for a child. What 

do I know? I know that that father and mother do not go 

to Church once in three months. I know from our records 

that they are robbers and thieves, and that they love filthy 
lucre so that they cannot and will not pay their tithes into 

God’s storehouse. I know that one of them has not been 

baptized.. It is no wonder that they are in trouble, and it is 

an insult to God Almighty to get down and ask Him to be- 

stow His blessings (which are for the obedient) upon the 

disobedient and the rebellious. 
That is the reason why in certain cases these Parish 

officers are praying, and praying, and getting no answers. 

Disobedience Leads into Trouble and Prevents 
Blessing 

Here lies one, bound by the devil. “Pray for me!”— 
yes! when I know that that person has put in two-thirds of 
his time criticising the General Overseer, picking his 
brothers and sisters to pieces, and is nothing but a chronic 
murmurer, and fault-finder and critic. Then you expect God 
to hear and answer Prayer! In such a case there is no 

answer to prayer. 
That is my little sermon. 

Sin Must be Attacked Boldly 

Elder Carey : You wanted us to specify. 
General Overseer: That is it exactly. What is the 

use to take up time in beating around the bush? That 
is the trouble with the preachers—the only thing they pre- 
sent is abstract propositions. 

There are a lot of people who are trying mighty hard 
to “walk around” God. Now, there is not one bit of use in 
my praying, or in your praying, or in all the people praying, 
unless men and women submit to God and walk in the Light. 
Unless they do that, there will be no answer to prayer, and 
there is not any use to expect it. 

The Person “Born Again,” Proves the Fact by His Life 

When a man is born again, he does not have to be club- 
bed to do his duty. 

A man who has been a drunkard gets up and says, “I 
have reformed.” You see him tomorrow and he is drunk; 
and then you do not believe his profession. 

Another gets up and says, “I have been born again;” 
and you find him frequenting theaters and dances, and you 
find him spending his time running after the things of the 
world. His profession is a lie. 

OBEDIENCE! 

The time is coming in Zion City when the line will be 
drawn so sharply that every last person will be compelled to 
show his colors. God Almighty will redeem Zion with 
judgment, and that judgment will begin at the house of God, 
and not with the sinners. 

When a man is born again, and has become “a new 

creature in Christ Jesus,” he will bear the fruits of the 
Spirit just as naturally as a sound apple tree will bear 
apples. He will not need any exhortation to obedience. A 
horse that has to be whipped all the time, is not worth five 
cents; and neither is a professing Christian who has to be 
whipped into doing his duty. 

The “New Born’.’ will Seek to Obey God in Baptism 

Now, I will tell you frankly, that when men and women 

are born again, one of the first things that they will demand 
is baptism. When a man is born again, he will walk in the 
Light and he will not need any coaxing, and he will not 
need any persuading; and he certainly will not need any 
driving. 

True Obedience is not born of Compulsion 

So far as I am concerned, I will not do any driving. I 
would not work with a people who had to be driven; and 
I would not have any confidence in a Church that had to 
be run that way. Take, as an illustration, my call last 
Wednesday night, for workers to go to Chicago. I simply 
made the call, and even went so far as to say, “I do not 
want any to go only those who gladly and willingly volun- 
teer.” Well, the deacon reports that there are one hundred 
and fifteen workers on their way to Chicago to do Seventy 
work just now. That is what I like to see. I suppose I 
could bring pressure to bear, and I could do a certain amount 
of driving, but I do not do it. 

When it comes to baptism, you do not have to drive 

people. You do not have to say to people, “Now you have 

got to do it! I will make you do it!” What does that 
amount to? It is only an outward conformity—mere com- 

pulsion ; and if it is not in a man’s spirit, it does not amount 
to the snap of the finger. As soon as people are born again, 
and they hear the Gospel of the Kingdom of God unfolded, 
they are anxious, and they do not want to wait until this 

afternoon, even, to obey Christ in baptism—“Into the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 

Why Some Sick People are Not Healed 

There is no doubt in my mind that many people fail 
to get healing simply because they will not walk in the Light. 

“Cannot I leave this off, and still pull through? Can- 
not I make some kind of a bargain with God, and get Him 
to throw off certain things? You know, that is the way we 

do in transacting business. Pll get him to throw off certain 

things and let me through.” 
No; God’s requirements are unyielding. 

Repentance and Confession are First Steps 

The first steps in the Christian life are repentance and 

j confession;—and there are people lying sick, today, who 

J will die, if they do not make their confessions. They are 

hypocrites! They know why they are in trouble today, but 

they are stubborn and refuse to admit the cause of their 

difficulty: and there is no answer to prayer for them. 
I have remonstrated with you Parish Officers a number 

of times for being too soft. Prayer is becoming too cheap; 
and so long as people can “go-as-they-like” and “do-as-they- 
please,” and yet get somebody to pray for them, and so long 
as they think they can cheat God Almighty, they are not 

going to repent. 
I tell you, I have heard Dr. Dowie say many times, in 

Zion Home Assembly Room, “Take her out! Take her out! 
I will not pray for her!”—and he was perfectly right. 

1 
Covetousness is Idolatry 

I can have no confidence in the Christianity of a man or 

a woman who will absent himself or herself from the house 

of God, unless that person has an excuse which God will 

accept; and I do not believe there is any answer to prayer 
for such people. 

I want to say to you that a man or a woman who will 

not pay his or her tithes, is in rebellion against God. It 

may look like a small matter, and somebody may say, “Well, 
that is money.” Yes sir; and, I tell you, there is more in 

the Word of God against covetousness and riches, and filthy 
lucre,—ten times, yes, twenty times more,—than there is 

against drunkenness. When a man loves his money so 

much that he will not pay as much as they paid under the 

law, he can tell me that he is a Christian, but I can have no 

confidence in him; and I am reaching the place where I do 

not intend to pray for any such people. 
Why is it that people who are sick will lie to you day 

after day? “Is there anything between you and God, my 

brother?” “No!”—and the miserable old wretch has been 

robbing God for years, and is as stingy as the devil, and 

money is his god. “Nothing wrong!”—no! (imitating) and 

he is so holy the molasses is dripping out of his mouth; and 

you might just as well go out here and lay hands on that 

post—every bit: you will get j ust as much of an answer. 

I tell you, the first thing is to get people RIGHT, and 

then pray. Do not pray, and then expect to get them right 
afterwards. 

There is the difficulty! 

To Obey is Better than Sacrifice 

You want God’s keeping power?—you have to be obedi- 
ent. That is what the Word of God says. 

Now, it does not make any difference how willing I am 

to help you, or how willing the Elders may be to help you, 

you have to pay the price yourself if you want God’s bless- 

ings. If the people were more obedient, and if they were 

delivered from the abominable spirit of murmuring, there 

would be more of the keeping power of God manifested. 
You know, it was the spirit of murmuring that caused the 

children of Israel to perish. 
We have talked too much about whisky, and the people 

can say, “No whisky!”—yes; and “No tobacco!” and “No 

doctors!” and “No drugs!”—but suppose I should put up a 

bulletin-board on the corner for the people to read: “No 
! pride; no covetousness; no envy; no jealousy;” and so on 

and so forth,—what would you think of a board of that kind? 
You like to see that big bulletin-board down there by the 

Northwestern, don’t you?—but I want to tell you that the 

things I have mentioned are far more subtle and far more 

damnable in human life than the things that are mentioned 

on that bulletin-board. The things mentioned on that 

bulletin-board are outward, but the things that I have men- 

tioned—pride, envy, jealousy, covetousness—arp from the 

heart, and they are far more destructive than are the other 

things named, as horrible as they are. 

Why Some succeed and are a Blessing, and Why 
Some Fail 

There is a reason for the faithful ones going on year 
after year enjoying the blessings of God, and there is a 

reason why some are always in trouble and always in 
difficulties. Some people never get along; everything goes 
wrong; everything that they touch is a failure;—but, I tell 

you, God Almighty’s Word is true! If people imagine that 

they can do as they like with reference to God’s Word, they 
will find out, sooner or later, that they are face to face with 
disaster. 

In Zion Great Light Has Shone Forth 

Zion people have the greatest light, today, that has 
ever shone in the world. 

Christ said to the Apostles, in regard to the things that 
they saw and the things that they heard— 

“For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have 
desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen 

them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not 
i heard them.” 

But the time was not due; and we have greater light, 
today, than the Apostles had. We ought to be better than 
the early Church. We have the advantage of the experi- 
ences of the early Church—we have the Acts of the Apos- 
tles—and we ought to be better. Look at the teaching that 
Zion has had all these years! Look at the children of Israel! 

The True and the Tried Will Stand 

This is one of the most interesting situations that the 
world has ever seen, and I would rather have the oppor- 
tunity of watching the outcome of this Movement than to 
have had a part in anything that has transpired in all other 
history—either in so-called “secular” history or in sacred 
history. 

If God the Almighty planted Zion, if God the Almighty 
is over Zion City and Zion is a fulfilment of prophecy, the 
most interesting thing on God’s earth is to watch the out- 
come of this conflict: and it will be interesting to see how 
people demean themselves during the conflict and the vic- 
tories. Do not think, my brother, my sister, because-you 
have stood until today, that before this conflict is over you 
may not go like some others. God the Almighty, out of all 
this conflict and chaos, will bring His people, true and tried 
—as gold tried in the fire. 

One Sinner’s Covetousness Defeated Israel 

Ah, my brothers and sisters, it was the presence of 
Achan that defeated the children of Israel at Ai, was it not? 

Now, the Convocation is drawing nigh, and I want to 
see the work done. I do not see why we should not finish 
this thing up during the Convocation. Why not? Let us 
finish it up. How can we do it? By getting right with 
God! Let us do what we can to see that every sin is put 
outside the camp. 

These non-tithe payers, let them repent, and go and 
sell their clothes, and pay up. I cannot believe in their 
repentance until they pay up. I have no confidence in the 
man who will rob God—none whatever; and Pll warrant 
you that there are some “thieves” sitting right here this 
morning. That will do for the Methodists and the Baptists, 
but it will not do in ZlON. 

ZlON must be right, and follow God’s every command- 
ment implicitly. This is the one important condition to be 
met in order to entitle any to claim His blessings upon spirit, 
soul and body. Rich rewards always follow obedience. 

Let Zion never depart from the keeping of God’s com- 

mandments, for He will never withhold any good thing from 
those who walk uprightly. 

(To be Continued) 
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COTTAGE PRAYER MEETINGS 
FOR WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY, MAY 22, 1916. 

ALL MEETINGS BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 7:45 P. M. 

ALL HEARTILY WELCOME! 

Bring your Bible and Gospel Hymn Book 1 to 6. 

The following meetings will be conducted each week at the fol- 
lowing places until further notice. 

WATCH THE THEOCRAT. 
Leader: Place of Meeting: 

MONDAY, May 22, 1916. 
ELDER W. D. TAYLOR, 

Mr. John Dean.2108 Elisha Ave. 

TUESDAY, May 23, 1916. 

DEACON N. A. ROBINSON, 
Mr. Tony Zoratto, .2009 Horeb Ave. 

DEACON S. G. FARRAR, 
Mr. H. W. Potter.2512 Gideon Ave. 

DEACON A. E. JOHNSON, 
Deacon Paul Kuechler.2115 Ezekiel Ave. 

DEACON ALEX S BURGESS, 
Mr. William Bennewate.2915 Gilead Ave. 

ELDER GEORGE E. ROBBINS, 
Mr. A. W. Lee,.3005 Emmaus Ave. 

DEACON L. B. CRUM, 
Miss Ella Martin.2601 Elim Ave. 

ELDER FRANK ROBINSON, 
Mrs. E. R. Tate, .3106 Elizabeth Ave. 

THURSDAY, May 23, 1910. 

ELDER \V. D. TAYLOR, 
Mr. John Eliason, .1700 Hebron Ave. 

DEACON FREDERICK HILL, 
Mr. Emil S. Sclileter .2403 Gilboa Ave. 

DEACON GEORGE W. WEDEKIND, 
Deacon G. Scheve.2207 Enoch Ave. 

DEACON ARTHUR WAGNELL and MR. H. R. CLOUGH, 
Mr. Roy Hanni, .33rd St. & Gideon Ave. 

ELDER GEORGE E. ROBBINS, 
Mr. Clias. Lubke..2904 Emmaus Aye. 

DEACON S. G. FARRAR and DEACON VALKENAAR, 
Deacon A. E. Gellinger.3009 Elim Ave. 

FRIDAY, May 20, 1916. 

ELDER SILAS MOOT, 
The Bethel.29th St. and Elizabeth Ave. 

KENOSHA MEETINGS 

The principal meeting of the Kenosha Branch of the Christian 
Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion is held every Lord’s Day at 
Carpenter Hall at 10:00 A. M. 

DEACON ALEX. S. BURGESS will conduct the meeting. 
Cottage meeting for Thursday, May 25, 1916, will be announced 

at the Lord’s Day Morning Services. 

SALVATION HEALING HOLY LIVING 

ALL ARE HEARTILY WELCOME 

Zion Restoration Host 
DIVISIONS Nos. 1 and 5. 

DEACON W. HURD CLENDINEN, Director, Division No. 1. 
DEACON W. E. SCHMALFUSS, Director, Division No. 2. 
Both Divisions will go to Chicago Lord’s Day, May 21, 1916. 

Let all Officers and Members of these Divisions get ready for Res- 
toration Work and be on hand at the Administration Building, 
May 21, 1916, promptly at 6:30 A. M., and leave by train on the 

Chicago and Northwestern Railway at 7:26 A. M. 

TICKETS 

Purchase your tickets as early as possible at the Zion Store, 
Jewelry Department. 

ATTENTION 

DIVISION No. 2. 

Division No. 2 will go to Chicago Lord’s Day, May 28, 1916. 

Let all Officers and Members of Division No. 2 get ready for Resto- 

ration Wor'k and be on hand at the Administration Building 
May 28, 1916, promptly at 6:30 A. M., and leave by train on the 

Chicago and Northwestern Railway at 7:26 A. M. 

The following is a report of Zion Literature distributed in the 

City of Chicago by Choir Divisions Nos. 1 and 2 of the Zion Resto- 
ration Host on Lord’s Day May 14, 1916: 

DIVISION NO. 1, DEACON JOHN D. THOMAS, Director: 

Number of Calls made .3461 

Number of Messages given.3614 
Number of “Leaves of Healing” sold.136 
Number of “Leaves of Healing” given.1144 

Total Number of pieces of Zion Literature distributed 4894 

DIVISION NO. 2, DEACON OTIS SCRIPTED, Director: 

Number of Calls made .3135 

t 

Number of Messages given. 2656 
Number of “Leaves of Healing” sold.118 
Number of “Leaves of Healing” given.1006 
Number of “Theocrats” given .6 

Total Number of pieces of Zion Literature distributed 3786 


