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GREAT DELIVERANCES 

(Continued from last week) 
Obedience to God Before Obedience to a King 

When you go on into the Book of Daniel, and take the 
story of the Three Hebrew Children, you know they said, 
“God is able to deliver us, and whether He does or not, we 

are not going to bow down and worship that image.” So 
ought you to say, “Well, God is able to deliver us, and 
whether He delivers us or not, we are going to stand by the 
right.” (Amens). 

They took those Three Hebrew Children and threw 
them into the fiery furnace; but God took care of them. That 
is a wonderful narrative. 

True Piety Carried into Official Life 

Then we have the wonderful story of Daniel. The 
presidents and princes were jealous of Daniel, and said, 
“We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel except 
we find it against him concerning the law of his God.” So 
they wrote up a decree, and flattered the old king. Most 
people like to be flattered. May our dear Heavenly Father, 
if any of us want to be flattered, take that all out. Some 
people like to be told they are good looking. (Laughter) 
How they like to feed on such things. That is one of the 
tricks of the devil. Some people like to be told they are 

great. 
I was sitting at a table one night with quite a compa- 

ny. The mother of a certain girl said, “The professor at 
school said that my daughter had the finest head that was 

ever put on a girl’s shoulders.” (Laughter) I did not say 
whether he was right or not. I thought of the fellow who 
went up to a doctor and said, “Do you think I am a fool?” 
The doctor replied, “I would not have made the assertion, 
but, since you have made the statement, I am not prepared to 

deny it.” (Laughter) How people like to be flattered! 
So they flattered the old king, and said, “Now we have 

made a decree that no man shall make petition except to you 
for a few days.” As soon as that petition was signed, Daniel 
hoisted his window, and three times a day prayed toward 
Jerusalem. They reported it to the King, who said, “Take 
him and put him in the lions’ den.” The king could not 

sleep at all that night. He walked the floor all night. Some 
of you men have walked the floor at night with crying 
babies, but that was paradise to what the king went through. 
He could not rest. He had no peace. How he longed for 

morning to come. 

As soon as morning came, he found out at once about 

Daniel, that he was all right. God took care of him. 

New Testament Records of Deliverances 

Then we come into the New Testament, we find that 

King Herod tried to kill the Christ; but God sent an angel, 
and Christ was protected. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, you find that Peter was 

locked up. James was put to death by the sword, and when 
the old king saw it tickled the people, they laid hold of Peter 
and locked him up. Then a prayer meeting was held, and 
the doors of the prison were thrown open. What a glorious 
time they had, Paul and Silas had certain Parhamites trot- 

ting around after them, who said, “These be men of the Most 

High God.” They thought that the girl who could talk like 
that must be a saint. What wonderful talk! When some 

people hear these Parhamites saying, “Jesus is coming,” 
they say, “What a beautiful testimony! What lovely people 
they must be!” It is nothing but the talk of demons. 

I met a fellow the other Lord’s Day who, when he 
saw me coming, said, “Jesus is coming soon.” 

This girl said, “These men be men of the Most High 
God.” Paul rebuked the devil, and the devil came out. The 
owners lost their means of livelihood. When you strike a 

man’s pocket-book you strike hard. They had Paul and Silas 
put in .iail. 

How foolish people are! Some of the biggest devils can 

shout the loudest, and are always saying, “Praise the Lord.” 
Whenever I see them coming along, I always put my hand on 

my pocket-book good and tight. (Laughter) I have in 
mind a man who could pray as long as your arm, and could 

always shout “Glory to God,” but there was not a man in 
town who would sell him a pound of sugar on three days’ 
time. He was a rascal. 

Some people need the same thing done to them as Paul 
did to that girl—they need the devils cast out of them. Oh! 
that God would clothe them in their right minds! Some 

people think the more crazy they become the more religion 
they have. 

Paul and Silas were put in prison. Their feet were put 
in stocks and their hands were tied behind them. They held 
a prayer meeting and praise service at midnight, and God 
heard them and delivered them by an earthquake. 

Zion is Going Forward! 

We are going to pursue a straight policy, and go right 
forward and contend for the faith once for all delivered to 
the saints. 

We say to all men and women who have been in Zion 
and who have wandered away, who want a Church home, 
and want to take their stand under the banner of ZlON, 
“You will be heartily welcomed, and we will pray for you, 
and if you will give yourselves wholly to God, you will make 
better men and women than you ever were.” 

My brothers and sisters, go to work and get hold of the 

people. This is their home—Shiloh Tabernacle. God gave it 
into our hands. It is open to every child of God. There is 
no respect of persons here. The seats are all alike and not 

any reserved. The rich are not shown one place and the 

poor another. This is the Church Home for Zion City 
and all are welcome. 

No one need feel the least backward about coming. 
May God bless you, and help you today to do what i§ 

right, and to stand together and go forward. 
After singing the first stanza of “Blest be the Tie that 

Binds,” the General Overseer closed the meeting by a short 

prayer. 

MAN IN THE IMAGE OF 
GOD 

The General Overseer led the congregation in repeating 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

General Overseer: Now, let each one be in silent 

prayer. If we are to obtain results, then we must attend to 
the means of grace, and place ourselves where God can hear 
and answer prayer. 

It seems to me that, coming into a meeting of this kind, 
those of you who are not in any need of healing should be 

thinking about the deepening of your own spiritual life. My 
earnest prayer to God is that if you are not nearer to Him 
at the close of this meeting than you are now, it will not be 

my fault. 
I desire you to bear in mind what God said, through 

His Servant James, “Draw nigh to God, and He will draw 

nigh to you.”—Jas. 4:8. 

Prayer by the General Overseer 

O God, our Father, touch each and every heart here by 
the Holy Spirit’s power. Help us, this afternoon, to be in 

Thy Spirit and may we, by an eye of faith, see Thy face; 
and those here this afternoon who are suffering in body, 0 

grant, Father in Heaven, that they may be able to shut the 
world outside, and be brought closer to Thee than ever be- 
fore in their lives. 

Now, Father, bless us as we sing, and as we read Thy 
Word, and as we pray; and may this place this afternoon be 
none other than the House of God, the very gate of Heaven. 
We most earnestly pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

The Hymn entitled “The Precious Name” was then 

sung, after which the General Overseer led the congregation 
in repeating the Twenty-third Psalm, closing with the re- 

mark, “May God help us to realize, more fully than we ever 

have before, the real force and meaning of the statement, 
“The Lord is my Shepherd.” 

The Hymn, “Souls of Men, Why will ye Scatter? was 

then earnestly sung, whereupon the General Overseer de- 
livered the following address: 

General Overseer: Let all please turn with me to 
the first chapter of Genesis, and we will read a part of the 

twenty-sixth verse: 

“And God said, let Us make man in Our image, after 
Our likeness.” 

Also please turn with me to the Book of Second Corin- 

thians, the third chapter and the 18th verse: 

“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 

glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image, from 

glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
Now in Hebrews the first chapter, the third to the fifth 

verse: 

“Who, being the brightness of His glory, and the express 

image of His person, and upholding all things by the word 
of His power, wrhen He had by Himself purged our sins, sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

“Being made so much better than the angels, as He hath 

by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 
“For unto which of the angels said He at any time, Thou 

art My Son; this day have I begotten thee? And again, I 
will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son?” 

Also in First John,, the third chapter, the first to the 
third verse: 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 

upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore 
the world knoweth us not because it knew Him not. 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not 

yet appear what we shall be: but we know that when He 

shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 

as He is. 
“And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 

himself, even as He is pure.” 
The Image of God 

Now, the first verse that I read this afternoon—“And 
God said, Let Us make man”—how? 

Voices: “In Our own image.” 
General Overseer: While sitting here, I have been 

wondering, in my own mind, what it really means to be in 
the image of God. 

As we understand the expression, to have one object in 
the likeness of another, means that the one bears a very close 
resemblance to the other; and, in view of the fact that it is 
a man’s character which really makes him what he is, and 
that the real man or woman is just what he or she is in 

character, then God is what He is by virtue of the attributes 
which He possesses. 

That word “attributes” may be just a little difficult for 
some of you, but I will endeavor to make it plain. We speak 
of God being Love—of God being Mercy—therefore, Love 
and Mercy are two of His attributes. 

We speak of God being Omniscient: that is, having 
knowledge of all things; we speak of God as being Omni- 
present: that is, being in all places at the same time; we 

speak of God as being Omnipotent, that is, possessing un- 

limited power, being Almighty. 
Then Omniscience, Omnipresence, Omnipotence, and 

Love and Mercy, are all attributes of God. 
If I can only help you this afternoon to realize that you 

were created in the image of God the Almighty Himself, I 

believe it will be an inspiration to you in getting your heal- 

ing; and also in living a more earnest, consecrated life in 

His service. 
I understand the expression “Created in the image of 

God,” to mean that man is gifted, like God, with certain 

powers and talents and characteristics. 
For instance: God is pure; and man, being created a 

pure being, was, to that extent, in the image of God his 

Maker. 
God also being Love and Mercy, man, as he was created 

and left God’s hands, was full of love and mercy and com- 

passion; and, in these respects, man was like unto God his 

Creator. 

Christ the Express Image of God the Father 

Let us see, now, if the verse which we read in the book 
of Hebrews will help us out any. We are told that Jesus 

the Christ was in the “Express image of”—whom? 
Voices: “God the Father.” 
General Overseer: And that He was what, as re- 

gards God’s glory? 
Voices: “In the brightness of His glory.” 
General Overseer: Yes, the brightness or the efful- 

gence of His glory. And was there any angel worthy to be 

compared with Christ? 
Voices : “No.” 
General Overseer: No; because, according to the 

verse that we read in Hebrews, He had obtained a more ex- 

cellent inheritance—a more excellent name—than they had, 
as we read in Philippians the second chapter, ninth, tenth 
and eleventh verses: 

“Wherefore God had also highly exalted Him, and hath 

given Him a Name which is above every name: 

“That at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 

things in Heaven and things in earth, and things under the 

earth; 
“And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
If we can understand what is meant by Christ being 

the “Express Image” of the Father, then we will begin to 
understand what it means for man to be created in the Image 
of God. Jesus the Christ was perfect — “He did no sin, 
neither was guile found in His mouth.”—I. Peter 2:22. 

Go back and see man as he was first created—because 
God carried out what He had said, and created man in His 
Own Image. It is becoming clearer and clearer to my own 

mind, precisely what is meant by the expression, “Let us 

make man in Our Own Image,” and what it means to be in 
the Image of God. 

Meaning of the “Image of God” 

To be in the Image of God, means to be pure, to be holy, 
to be truthful, to be honest, to be upright, and to be graced 
in character with all the traits—or attributes, or marks, or 

characteristics—that compose God’s glorious and wonderful 
Character. 

The Image of God Indestructible 

With this thought in our piinds, we can very easily see 

how far the image which we have, born of God, has been 
obscured. The image which we bear to God can never be 

destroyed; it is indestructible. 
Often, when I am preaching, as I look at some people, 

and see that there is not any response to the “Still, small 
Voice” of the Holy Spirit, it seems to me that the only spark 
of Divinity that is left of the image which they once bore to 
God, is so small that it is almost obliterated; but I am sat- 
isfied that the image which man bears to God is indestruc- 
tible; it may have been obscured by innumerable sins, and 
almost the last traces of that image apparently may have 
been obliterated; but it cannot be wholly destroyed. 

The Cleansing and Restoring Power of Christ’s Blood 
All-Powerful 

I am further convinced of the indestructibility of the 
Image of God because the blood of Christ is sufficient to 
cleanse the vilest sinner, and it is sufficient for the most 
loathsome disease. God is able to take a man who is 
steeped in vice until even the body has lost almost all resem- 

blance to a human being, and make out of that horrible 
object an angel of light—a bright and shining light—and 
develop that poor creature into a character so sweet and 
lovely as to constitute one of the greatest miracles that ever 

was wrought. 
Some people fail to see that the salvation of a sinner is 

a miracle, but it is just as much a miracle as is the healing 
of any disease; that God can take a vile sinner and trans- 
form him into a beautiful Christian character, is a miracle 
beyond the power of man. 

The Image of God Retained by dwelling in the Secret 
Place of the Most High 

As I am thinking about this image that we bear to God, 
I think of the first part of the Ninety-first Psalm: 

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High 
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” 

Whenever one has gotten into the “Secret place of the 
Most High,” then in the life and in the countenance of that 
person you will see, to a very great extent, the Image of 
God. 

Christ Came to Restore the Image of God in Man 

My brothers and sisters, keeping these thoughts in 
mind, I wish to place before you some ideas that are sug- 
gested by the eighteenth verse of the third chapter of the 
Book of Second Corinthians, which must be linked up with 
the verse in the first of Hebrews: 

“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

Why was it necessary for Jesus the Christ to come at 
all? What is meant by human beings being transformed? 

Why is any transformation necessary?—God created man in 
His Own Image. 

Now, there is a proof of the Fall. Man wandered away 
from God and, through transgression, lost the Image, in the 
sense of its being obscured; hence the necessity for the 

sending of a Savior — a Restorer — and the only way in 
which He could be an All-Sufficient Savior, was to be in the 

Express Image of God His Father; for in no other way could 
the Image -which man originally bore to God be restored and 

brought out in its fulness, in its beauty, and in its bright- 

ness, except by sending Christ, Who was the Express Image 
of God—the Image of God to perfection and in its fulness— 
and by following the life that He lived, men and women 

might once more return to the full Image of God, their 
Maker. That is what Christianity does for men and wo- 

men, and that is just what the Christian life means. 

Now, take God’s children: some are good, some are 

better, and some are very good. There are some who today 
are dwelling in the “Secret Place of the Most High,” there 
are some who are approaching it, and there are others who, 
like Peter, follow Him afar off—they are dwelling on the 
border-line, where sin abounds, where sickness and disease 
exist, and where death is found; even though they have pro- 
fessed to be Christians, they still stand where they stood on 
the night or the day when they made their first profession, 
and that is the reason why they see so little in the Christian 
life, and the reason why they know so little of the joys of 
the Christian life. 

My brothers and sisters, may God help us this after- 
noon to meditate upon what it means to be in the Image of 
God. If one chair is in the image of another, then it must 
resemble that other one and there is an exact likeness. 

Now, I think I have explained to you what really makes 
God what He is. 

Jesus the Christ in the Form of God 

We are told that the Lord Jesus the Christ was in the 
“Form of God.” Now, Elder Tindall, if you know your 
Greek, you will know that the Greek word used for “form” 
refers to that which constitutes the essence — that which 
makes a thing really and truly what it is; but when “He 
took upon Himself the form of a servant,” a very different 
word is used for the word “form,” for it refers to the out- 
ward, and not to those things which constitute the character. 

Jesus the Christ was in the “Form of God,” and He 
“took upon Himself the form of a servant,” and the dis- 
tinction in the two Greek words is very plain and well 
marked. 

“And being in the form of God,” that is, He was pos- 
sessed of the attributes that God had, they made Him to be 
what He really and actually was. 

“And He took upon Himself the form of a servant,” 
which is an entirely different word, and refers to the out- 
ward and not to that which really constitutes the man, or 

the being, or the person; but simply to the outward. 
God made us in His Own Image. Perhaps you all have 

said, “Oh, what a horrible looking man he is!” or perhaps at 
some time or another you all have said of a poor man who 
has been steeped in vice, “Why, he has lost all resemblance 
to a human being;” and some have said of other people, 
“Why, he looks almost like an animal.” 

Sin Destroys the Image of God 

During the past year, how many times when walking 
on the streets of Chicago with different persons when we 

have come face to face with thousands of people, I have re- 

marked, “Do you see any of God in that face?—Oh, what 
a horrible face!” 

Now, the fact in the matter is, that while this Image of 
God can never be destroyed, yet, when one is away from 
God, he is just like a dollar. A coin has upon it an image; 
but just let that coin be lost, and lie out here in the street 
for several years, and when you find it again, all trace of the 
image that it bears will have been so corroded and covered 
with an accumulation of rust that you cannot see the 
image, but it is there, just the same. 

That represents the condition of a man who gets away 
from God and is lost in sin; the Image will be so covered, 
that you can scarcely detect the slightest trace of Divinity; 
and there is just the place where multitudes are today. 

“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 
Ah! my brothers, and sisters, if your thoughts are upon 

God and Heaven, and your affections are set upon things 
above, and you are thinking God’s thoughts, and your con- 

versation is in Heavenly places—then I tell you, you will 
grow in grace, and the Image in which God created you 
will shine forth in all its beauty and its brightness. 

But, on the other hand, if your thoughts are upon 
earth, and your affections are upon material things, and 
your heart is in the ground instead of in the sky, if your 
conversation is upon earth instead of in Heaven—then that 
Image will gradually disappear, until the keenest man of 
God, as he looks at you or talks to you, will be unable to 
detect the slightest trace of resemblance to God your 
Heavenly Father. 

What Does Your Life Reflect? 

Is it not wonderful how some of the Apostles expressed 
such wonderful truths? Of all the verses in the Bible no 

verse has been more familiar to me for years, than has the 
eighteenth verse of the third chapter of the Book of Second 
Corinthians. I preached a sermon upon that text twenty 
years ago, and I know more about it now than I knew then, 
and I know more about God. 

We read: 
“But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror 

the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

The Holy Spirit Works the Transformation 

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 
—” what do we reflect? 

People: “The glory of the Lord.” 
General Overseer: I wonder how many here this 

afternoon are reflecting the glory of the Lord. 
“For we all with unveiled face, reflecting as a mirror” 

—a looking-glass—“the glory of the Lord, are transformed” 

—changed, put across—“into the same image, passing from 

glory to glory, even as by—” what? 
People : “The Spirit of the Lord.” 
General Overseer: Who is this Divine Agent Who 

works this wonderful transformation? 
Voices: “The Holy Spirit.” 

(To be continued) 

SUBSCRIBE FOR 

LEAVES OF HEALING 


