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LOVE’S EFFECTIVE 
SACRIFICE 

The Christ Betrayed by an Avaricious Sinner 

The next event is, Judas Iscariot goes out to those mis- 
erable leaders and says, “What will you give me?” They 
weighed him thirty pieces of silver—about eighteen dollars 
—as the price for betraying the Christ. I have had some 

experience with avaricious men and women. 

Judas Iscariot, instead of overcoming his avaricious- 
ness, cultivated it and it grew, and he was a thief. 

Judas Iscariot wanted the price of the ointment—forty- 
five dollars. He wanted the money in the bag, because, very 
likely, he was going to put a few dollars of it into his own 

trousers pocket. Oh, how mean and contemptible he was! 
Thirty pieces of silver!! 

Judas Iscariot did not betray Christ simply because of 
money, but because he was mean. What was the matter 
with Judas? I will tell you. He had been following the 
Christ thinking that some day Christ would establish A 

Kingdom and he would be His Prime Minister. Judas 
Iscariot thought he might get a place of great honor, and’ 
when the Savior said “Well, it is only to be spit upon, scof- 
fed at, scourged, and mistreated and crucified,” Judas said, 
“There is nothing to be gained by being faithful to Him: I 
will try treachery; maybe I will get something that way.” 

Judas is not the only one that has sold the Christ. There 
are many people who have sold the Christ for money. Some 
have sold Him for a little political job; some for a position 
on a church board; some, in order to make their business a 

sucess. There are plenty of Judases. 

Destruction Invited By Wilful Disobedience 

Did you ever know that the word “Judas” is a lovely 
name? The fourth son of Leah was named Judas when 
he was born. His mother said, “Now I will praise the 
Lord.” The name “Judas” is a lovely name. Judas Iscariot 
did not go to the devil in a day, in a week, or a month, neither 
do you. Do you know that twelve months before this day 
Christ told Judas that he would betray Him? Christ wanted 
to save him. Do you remember how Jesus, the last time He 

spoke to the harl-hearted Jews who had rejected Him, was 

ready to receive them under His protection even then, if they 
would only come to Him? They would not do it. He was 

ready at the table to win Judas back. Judas would not 

despond, but watched his opportunity to betray Him. 

A Scene: Christ the Servant Washes Feet, 
Yet Lord of All 

The next thing is the Passover Feast. The disciples 
said to Him, “Where wilt Thou that we prepare for You to 
eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to such a 

man and say unto him, the Master saith My time is at hand.” 
That was a sign. The moment that man heard the 

words “My time is at hand,” he knew what was meant and 
his house was open for Jesus and His Apostles spent nearly 
all of their last hours together. There is where some of the 
most wonderful words that Jesus spoke were uttered. There 
is where Jesus took a towel and a basin of water and washed 
His Disciples’ feet. I tell you, I believe in washing feet. 
I am not sure but that feet washing is a very good thing 
for the Church, if there is nothing else that will teach the 
lesson of humility. When a man will get down and wash 
his brother’s feet, there is humility. That is the time for 
reconciliation. 

Then the Savior, in order to humble the Disciples still 

more, it is written, ‘Where even was come, He sat down with 
the Twelve, and as they did eat”—I believe it was so quiet 
that you could have heard a pin drop—Jesus said:—“One 
of you shall betray Me.” What would you not give for a 

picture of their faces at that moment? Judas did not say 
a word. Peter did not say, “Is it that fellow there?” or 

“Is it that man there?” Peter, apparently the spokesman, 
said along with the rest, “Is it I?” Judas did not say a 

word. Now, notice what the Savior said: “The Son of 
Man goeth as it is written of Him.” Every word of God 
shall be fulfilled. Judas did not have to betray Christ. 

Yes; “The Son of Man goeth as it is written,” but there is 

nothing in God’s plan incompatible with the free will of 
man. Man is a free moral agent. Judas did not have to 

betray Christ. “But woe unto that man by whom the Son 
of Man is betrayed. It were good for that man if he had 
never been born.” 

Every Rightful Position Will be Challenged, but Woe 
to the Challenger 

S' 
“Offences must needs come, but woe unto that man by 

whom the offence cometh.” A man gets his schooling— 
training—under God, oftentimes when his heart is break- 

ing because one whom he has loved is the occasion of the 
offence. It would have been better for that man who be- 

trayed the Christ if he had never been born, Jesus said. 
Then Judas spoke up. It seems to me when he said that 

“Master, is it I?” he must have been the personification of 

the devil himself. I do not believe Judas asked that in a 

gentle voice, with a tear in his eye and sadness on his face. 

I believe that Judas asked that question with a devilish grin, 
adding sin to sin. He did it with a grim determination. 
“Master, is it I ?” He was full of the devil. He was nerved 

up to the place where he could betray the Son of God. Jesus 

simply repeated in His reply, what was in Judas’ heart: 

“Thou hast said.” That is all He said to him. 

A Living Sacrifice—Love’s Call Supreme 

As we approach Gethsemane and the Cross, the one 

passage that I want you to carry with you during the weeks 
that shall intervene between this and the next Communion 
service is, “He saved others, Himself He cannot save.” The 

lesson that I want to instill into your minds and hearts today 
is this: that the Savior, all the way from His home in Glory, 
down through the cradle in the manger at Bethlehem, along 
the weary journey, of His career on this earth unto Geth- 
semane and the Cross, is that of self-denial and self-sacrifice. 
Oh, that God would help us today to learn that except a man 

dies he cannot live, and the man who will not die to himself 
and to the world, will never live in the hearts of mankind. 
Never! 

Did you ever read the story of the large steamer Queen 
on Lake Erie on a beautiful day when, all at once, a person 
hastened to the side of the captain and whispered, “The 
ship is on fire.” Three hundred passengers were on board. 
The word was passed quickly to every one and soon they 
were asking the Captain, “Is there any hope?” and he said, 
“No hope except to run to the shore.” Guiding that ship 
was John Maynard. Obeying the Captain, he stayed at his 
post, steering the ship for the shore, until at last his left 
hand, dropped to his side. Then the Captain shouted “One 
minute more!” Grasping the wheel tighter than ever, he 
guided the ship until it began to grate upon the sand and 
gravel and three hundred passengers were saved, but John 
Maynard sank to the deck, dead. Through his sacrifice three 
hundred lives were saved. 

On September 6, 1838, near one of the Fame Islands, 
the lighthouse-keeper looking out discovered people clinging 
to the rocks. He was afraid to go to the rescue, but his 
daughter, a frail girl, born in 1815, begged her father to 
go, saying, “I will go with you.” At last she persuaded him 
to go. Out of fifty-three passengers thirty-eight had already 
been drowned, among them the captain and his wife. 

Grace Darling, with her father, faced the storm and 
reached the surviving passengers, and brought nine of them 
safely to shore. In a few days a purse of seven hundred 
pounds was sent to the heroine. Her name is known 
throughout the civilized world, as a result of her heroic deed 
of love. 

Persevering Work in God’s Kingdom Crowned with 

Blessing 

You can do something. Let every man in this con- 

gregation today die to himself and every woman die to her- 
self, and all deny themselves, and wonders can be done. 

Cyrus W. Field toiled day and night for thirteen weary 
years to lay the Atlantic cable. He was scoffed at. He was 

scorned. They called him a fool. He formed a company, 
raised a large sum of money, begun his work, only to have 
his heart crushed by the cable snapping and going to the 
bottom of the Deep. Returning to England they laughed 
at him more than ever and called him a fool. But he set 
to work and formed a new company and started out again 
and laid two thousand miles of cable and at last a message 
was received at the other end. Then there was great re- 

joicing. 
Any man who holds on to Zion’s ideas, any man who 

says they can be worked out, will be called a fool, and will 
be sneered at, and laughed at; but God is not dead and the 
principles for which Zion stands are eternal. Sometime, 
somewhere they will be worked out, and then some of you 
will come around and say, “I would like a seat.” 

Yes, all can do something. You can all pray. Oh, what 
a power there is in prayer! If, when I start out on a trip, 
I am backed up by the prayers of the people, that is worth 
more than all the money. 

I had a letter from-the other day, saying, in 
substance, “We do not want you here; we have got no use 

for you. We don’t like you. We are not in sympathy with 
you.” So I sat down and said: 

“My dear Brother and Sister in the Christ:—Your let- 
ter duly received and contents noted. I shall come to- 
even though I knew I would receive treatment worse than 
that accorded a dog, for I have faced the jaws of death more 

than once for the Christ’s sake and I am not afraid to go 
to any town in this country, or any other country. Be 
assured of my Christian love, and if, at any time, I can ren- 

der you any service, do not hesitate to ask for it. 
“With Christian love, kind wishes, and praying God’s 

blessings upon you, I am, faithfully yours in Jesus’ Name.” 
I am sure that I have. Some do not want to know 

the truth. Some people would rather believe a lie. (2 Thess. 
2:11). But I will go wherever God wants me to go and 

preach the Gospel. What does it matter what they say? 
It does not matter at all. * You can all do something. 

A Pathetic Story of Love and Devotion 

I was reading this story: that Gustavus Adolphus, one 

of Sweden’s most heroic kings, went out one time to fight a 

battle. After a long contest he won the victory. He took 
captive two hundred who had been born in Sweden, but who 
had gone to a certain city to make their homes there. When 
the war came on they took up arms to defend themselves. 
All of them were sentenced to death. They w’ere taken out- 
side of the city to wait until the morning, when they were 
to be lined up and shot as traitors. A number of officials 
begged Adolphus not to put them to death, but he said “I 
will, I have been very generous; for I had thought first of 
all of putting the whole tribe to death, but I have changed 

! my mind.” A little after midnight, Gustavus Adolphus put 
I on his cloak and hat and started out to wander around in 
| the darkness. He came to the first sentinel, then passed a 

number of others, then at last he heard some singing. He 
asked a sentinel, “What is this?” He replied, “Oh, that is 
the family to whom we have given permission to spend the 
last night with the father.” The King went a little closer. 
He opened the seam of the tent and looked in. There was 

the old man with his wife and several children around him. 
Adolphus heard the father say, “Hush! don’t weep; God is 
good. He will take care of you. Don’t make it any harder 
for me than is necessary; this is simply the fortune of war.” 

Then the old man said to his fifteen-year-old daughter, 
“Sing me the glorious old hymn of my fatherland.” She 
started to sing it and the King listened and then cried bit- 
terly. Hastening back to his office and seizing a piece of 

paper and pen, he wrote out the words that pardoned the 
two hundred. He said to one of his officials, “Go to a tent 
where there is a family by the name of Hoven; bring the 

girl to me; tell her to fear no harm.” When the girl came 

into his presence he handed her the paper and said to a 

Colonel, “Accompany her to the officials in charge of the 

camp and set those men free.” 

The Lord Thy God Will Joy Over Thee With Singing.— 

Zephaniah 3:17. 

Singing is one of the most powerful agencies for soften- 

ing stony hearts and bringing people to God. As you sang 

“At the Cross, At the Cross,” the last time you sang it you 
sang it with power. I long to see the day when the singing 
in Zion shall be second to none in the world. The story I 
told you a few weeks ago, illustrates the power of music: 

the story of the two armies camped on the banks of a river, 
facing each other, almost within speaking distance, with 

their arms laid down; however they were ready in a moment 

to rise up at the command and shoot each other. The 

Northern Band played a Northern air. Then the Southern 
Band followed with one of the patriotic pieces of the South. 
Then with more zeal than ever the Northern Band responded, 
and then again the Southern Band answered. Then the 

Northern Band began to play softly and sweetly “Home, 
Sweet Home,” and immediately the Southern Band caught 
up the strains and together they played the piece through- 
out, while fathers and sons wept as they thought of the 

homes that they had left behind. 

Now, there is a place for music; there is a place for sing- 
ing; for praying and for testifying; but do you know any 

place for criticizing and finding fault? (Voices—“No.”) I 

do not know of any place. (Psalm 15:3, Romans 1:29-31, 
2 Corinthians 12:20.) 

Draw Nigh to God and He Will Draw Nigh to You.— 
James 4:8. 

I say today, Zion, let us reconsecrate ourselves to God. 
You do not know what God will do for you. You cannot 
tell. Sometimes from the human standpoint, it may be all 

darkness; not a ray of light can we see, yet the Great Al- 

mighty Hand is over us and we do not know how soon He is 

going to move, nor what He can do for us. Zion, stand 

together; go forward as one man. Let us be consecrated to 

God, and let us be devoted to heavenly ideas and be willing 
to die for them. 

! 

THE GOSPEL OF THE 
KINGDOM 

THE SHEPHERD PSALM 

Scripture Reading and Exposition 

After the usual introductory exercises, which included 
the reading, by the General Overseer, of the Twenty-third 
Psalm, he addressed the congregation as follows: 

The Twenty-third Psalm is no doubt the favorite portion 
of the Inspired Record of a larger number of Bible students 
than is any other portion of the Scriptures. 

It consists of one hundred and nineteen words, ninety- 
one of which are monosyllables—a very striking illustration 
of the remarkable simplicity of the Word of God. 

John 3:16 is another illustration of the same kind. 
The sublimest thoughts are expressed in the simplest 

language; indeed, one who is a thinker and who has some- 

thing really worth saying always uses simple language. 
The Twenty-third Psalm has outlived vast quantities 

of other literature. God inspired it, and it expresses some 

of the rich experiences of the writer. 
Productions that are born merely of the intellect very 

quickly die, but when born of both intellect and heart they 
live. 

Hundreds of hymns are written that are seldom, if 
ever, sung; and no doubt many hymns have been written 
that never have been sung, except by the author and a few 
intimate friends. 

The Power of Hymns Born of Human Experience 

“Jesus, Lover of My Soul” has lived because it was 

born of human experience. “Blest Be the Tie that Binds 
Our Hearts in Christian Love” has lived for the same reason, 
and also “God Be With You Till We Meet Again.” 

Men who can speak from experience usually say some- 

thing that lives, and that proves to be very helpful to 
humanity. 

The Twenty-third Psalm is as fresh today as if it had 
been written only yesterday; and although it has lived for 
thousands of years, today it is a source of edification, en- 

couragement, and great blessing to mankind in all parts of 
the world. 

It has been translated into many languages, it has 
furnished inspiration for hymn-writers, it has set poets to 
thinking, and I presume that, in the aggregate, hundreds of 
pages have been written by way of comment. 

I want you to feed upon it; let it be food for your spirits, 
and let it go with you through the day—which, I trust, will 
be a blessed day in Zion. 

“The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. 
“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
“He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
“He restoreth my soul: 
“He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His 

Name’s sake. 
“Yea, though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow 

of Death, 
“I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me: 

“Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

“Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies: 

“Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life; 

“And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” 
May God bless to our good the reading of this beautiful 

Psalm. 
“Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled” 

You will now please turn to the Fourteenth Chapter of I 

the Gospel according to Saint John, and read with me from 
the first through to the seventeenth verse: 

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in Me. 

“In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were 

not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also. 

“And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 
Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither 

Thou goest; and how can we know the way ? 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the Way, the Truth, and 

the Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. 
“If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father 

also: and from henceforth ye know Him, and have seen Him. 
Philip saith unto Him, Lord, show us the Father, and 

it sufficeth us. 

Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with 
you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? he that hath 
seen Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, 
Show us the Father? 

Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and thq 
Father in Me? the Words that I speak unto you, I speak not 
of Myself: but the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth 
the works. 

‘Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
Me, or else believe Me for the very works’ sake. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me, 
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do, because I go unto My Father. 

“And whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

“If ye shall ask anything in My Name, I will do it. 
“If ye love Me, keep My commandments. 
“And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you an- 

other Comforter, that He may abide with you forever.” 
Or “to the end of the Age” as a correct translation 

would read. 
“Even the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot re- 

ceive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but 
ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 

The Importance of Viewing the Christ From Many 
Standpoints 

Jesus, the Christ, lived the most wonderful life ever 

experienced among the children of men. 

In order to understand His life, so far as it is possible 
for the mind of man to grasp and understand it, it is neces- 

sary to view Him from many different standpoints. 
If we had no other record of His utterances than that 

of the so-called Sermon on the Mount, we should have a very 
inadequate idea of the Christ. 

On the other hand, if we had no other Inspired record 
than the Twenty-third Chapter of the Gospel according to 
Saint Matthew, we should have a very inadequate idea of 
the Christ. 

It is impossible to judge any man by looking at him 
from only one standpoint; it is impossible to judge any man 

by hearing him deliver only one address; it is impossible to 
know a man until after you have come into touch with him 
in public and in private on many different occasions—oc- 
casions calculated to draw out of that man all that is good, 
and noble, and true. 

If we had nothing more than the simple story recorded 
in the Eleventh Chapter of the Gospel according to Saint 
John, one would conclude that the predominant, if not the 

only, trait of the Christ was tenderness and overwhelming 
sympathy for those in trouble. 

Jesus loved Lazarus, and Martha, and Mary; and when 
He stood with them at the tomb of Lazarus, it is written 
that “Jesus wept.” 

Jesus, the Christ, Both Son of God and Son of Man 

The Son of God though He was, He was also the Son 
of Man; and to emphasize unduly the Divinity of the Christ 
is to lose sight of His humanity; and to emphasize unduly 
the humanity of the Christ is to lose sight of His Divinity. 

The proper view to take is to regard the Christ as being 
linked to God on the one hand, and to man on the other. 

Referring again to the Twenty-third Chapter of Matt- 

hew, if that were all that we had, we should think that 

Jesus, the Christ, was a terrible character—one of the most 
terrific men that ever stood upon this earth; for no man, 

no matter how gifted his pen, or how vivid his imagination, 
or how accurate his reasoning faculties, or how skilful in 

oratory, could use stronger language than that of the Christ 

recorded in the Twenty-third Chapter of Matthew. 

If we study all of the life of the Christ that is written 

and handed down to us, we can understand Him. 

He was tender—more tender than a mother; He was 

kind; He was loving; He was compassionate; and He had 

great pity for the sinful, the sick, and the suffering. 
And yet He was terrible; He was the most terrible Man 

that ever trod this earth; before His look hypocrites with- 

ered ; before His scathing words sinners were made to trem- 

ble, and those who would not repent were made to wail and 

gnash their teeth and long for His death; and the scribes 

and Pharisees and the Sadducees were not satisfied until 

they had accomplished His death. 

Jesus’ Last Celebration of the Passover Feast 

In order that you may understand the Scriptures that 

I have quoted, I will ask you to turn to the Gospel according 
to Matthew, and consider in the Twenty-sixth Chapter the 

seventeenth verse: “Where wilt Thou that we prepare for 

Thee to eat the Passover?” 
The Apostles, who loved Jesus so dearly, little realized 

the meaning of the awful coming events which were casting 
their shadows thickly around them. 

They had not been able to understand the Words of 

Jesus, the Christ: that they would soon go up to Jerusalem, 
and that He would be delivered up into the hands of wicked 

men and be shamefully treated—be spit upon, scourged, and 

crowned in mockery. 
During His short earthly career, Jesus had partaken 

of many Passover Feasts. How long before He realized 

that a Passover Feast would come when He Himself should 

be the Lamb, I do not know. That God did conceal from Him, 
until the proper time, some things connected with His mis- 

sion is quite probable. 
The wheels of time have been going around, and the 

day is approaching for the regular Passover Feast; but in 

that Jesus could not participate, for He could not be the 

Lamb that was slain and partake of the regular Passover. 
So when the Apostles approached Him and asked, 

“Where wilt Thou that we shall prepare for Thee to eat 

the Passover?” they did not understand. This was on a 

Thursday night that Jesus, the Christ, ate an anticipatory 
Passover. 

(Continued Next Week) 


