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The Holy Spirit in the 
Individual and the Church 

INVOCATION 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in Thy sight and profitable unto this 

people, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer, in Jesus’ 
Name.” Amen. 

TEXT 

“Not as though I had already attained, either were 

already perfect.” 

The Value of a Statement Often Depends Upon Its 
Authorship 

The importance of a statement often depends, very 
largely, if not altogether, upon the one who makes it. 

If the two statements that I have just read had been 
made by a man during the first year of his Christian life, 
they would not be counted as of very much importance; 
but they were made by one whom we all recognize as having 
been one of the greatest men of his time, as well as one of 
the greatest of all of God’s servants. 

This letter to the Church at Phillippi was supposed to 
have been written in the year sixty-two, while Paul was a 

prisoner in the City of Rome. 
It will be well for any here today who are constantly 

boasting of their accomplishments and talking about their 

perfection to remember these statements made by one who, 
although not a very old man, was yet, comparatively speak- 
ing, full of years and rich in beautiful Christian experiences. 

The Christian life has a beginning; it also is a life of 

growth and, as I understand the Word of God, never has 
an ending. 

The Apostle Paul, like every other member of the hu- 
man family, was a sinner, a transgressor of the laws of 

God; his conversion was one of the most remarkable that 
ever took place, and his life one of the most wonderful ever 

lived. You will remember that after his conversion among 

other things which God said to Ananias was, “I will show 
him how great things he must suffer for My Name’s sake.” 

After his wonderful conversion, having had the seal of 
God put upon him in so many ways, and having been used 
in establishing churches, and in winning so many from 
darkness to light, he was humble enough to say that he had 
not attained—perhaps referring there, judging from the 

context, to the resurrection, and that he was not at that 
time perfect. 

All Have Sinned and Come Short of the Glory of God 

I want to say some things today that will be a help to 

every one here; and, therefore, my first words are to the 
sinner. 

If any one says that he or she has not sinned, then he 
or she speaks that which is not true, for all, without excep- 

tion, have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
The Christian life has a beginning, and I desire every 

sinner here to make a beginning this afternoon. 
In addressing the sinful, I speak to you as though this 

were to be the last sermon that I ever shall preach—as 
though I expected before Rundown to face my God in 

judgment. 
I have no right to count upon tomorrow; I have no 

right to encourage you to believe that tomorrow will be 

yours. It is my business to say to you that now is the day 
of salvation, and that now is the accepted time. 

I want to say to those of you, my friends, who have 
not yet tasted of the Lord, that the Way to God has been 
made very plain; that it is not dark and mysterious, but 
so plain that every one can understand and know exactly 
what to do in order to find favor with God. 

We are told that God loves the world, and we have the 

proof of it in the gift of His Only Begotten Son; and man’s 
love for God is proved by the keeping of God’s command- 
ments. * 

I want you to know, sinner, that God loves you; and I 
also want you to know that every Christian loves you, 
and that many are praying for you and longing for the 
time to come when you will yield to the influences of God’s 

Spirit and turn away from your sinful ways to the One 
True and Living God. 

It is necessary for man to realize, first of all, that he is 
a sinner. When a man says, “Well, I am just as good as 

you are,” that may be true, but it proves nothing worth 

talking about. The one thing which is true is that you are 

a sinner in the sight of God. 

The Folly of Boasting of One’s Morality 

Some people boast of their morality, that they owe no 

man anything in the way of money. They say they always 
tell the truth, that they are good husbands and fathers, and 
that they attend to their own business. Well, all that is 
very commendable, but morality will not take a man to 
heaven! 

I am willing to admit that every Christian must be 
moral, but I am not willing to admit that every moral 
man is a Christian. A moral man may have a righteous- 
ness of his own. 

The Apostle Paul, after his conversion, scorned the 
righteousness that came through obedience to the law, and 
claimed to have the righteousness which comes to a man 

through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now, a man who boasts of a righteousness that comes 

through paying his debts, and telling the truth and conform- 
ing to certain other rules of morality, has something that 
is commendable, I will admit; but he has not the righteous- 
ness that is in accordance with the plain Word of God. 

I 

I cannot make you see that you are a sinner; that is the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 

I want to see right here, Zion, that the first business 
of the Holy Spirit is to make men miserable; for His work is 
to convict the world of sin, next of righteousness, and then 
of judgment to come. 

Now, I may read the Scriptures to you; I may deliver 
strong addresses to you; and we may sing many beautiful 
hymns; but none, nor all, of these can convict of sin. 

Only the Spirit of God can make you realize that you 
are a sinner. 

When you have admitted that you are a sinner, I may 
be able to help you by taking the Word of God and showing 
you what is necessary to get back to God. 

If this afternoon a sinner here were to come forward 
and say, “I know I have been an awful sinner,” I should 
inquire, “My friend, do you want to turn from your sins?” 
If he were to reply “Yes,” then I should say, “Come, let us 

kneel down and pray;” and I should ask God to send His 

Spirit to deliver him from every vicious appetite and habit. 
If I pray in faith, God will hear and answer, and that man 

will, from that moment, start upon the right way; and no 

sooner does a man start toward God than God starts 
towards him. 

Draw Nigh Unto God and He Will Draw Nigh Unto You 

We have a beautiful illustration of this truth in the 
parable of the prodigal son; for when the poor prodigal 
realized his sinfulness and said, “I will arise and go to my 

father,” and had carried his purpose into execution, before 
he reached home the father came out to meet him. 

And so, sinner, I would rather be able to tell you that 
God will come and meet you than be able to tell you where 

you can find a gold-mine or can discover a continent or 

obtain a million dollars. 
I count it greater joy to say to the sinful, “God loves 

you and wants you to come to Him and is ready to receive 
you,” than to be able to tell them anything else in this 
world. 

Now, it is necessary for a man to lay a good foundation. 
I like to see a sinner, when he repents, sit down and 

calmly review his past life, going back to the time when 
he arrived at the age of accountability. As in imagination 
he passes along through the various stages of his life, he 
will see the things that were wrong, and will say, “God help- 
ing me, I will make every one of them right!” 

And if he is truly repentant he will make them right! 
Do you know, ZlON, that there is scarcely anything 

that a man can do that will fill his heart with joy as going to 
a brother and making a wrong right. 

Oh, the peace that it brings into a man’s mind and 
spirit to truly say, “I saw the wrong and have made it 
right, and, thanks be unto God, I have received full for- 
giveness.” 

Now, the man who does not go back and take out all 
the rubbish will find sooner or later that he will have 
trouble. I therefore exhort you today to make right every 

wrong, that when you pray you may be able to say, “Father, 
so far as I know, I have made right every wrong.” Then 
the Devil cannot constantly accuse and torment you and 
make you miserable; but I want to say this: that when you 
have repented of your sins and have made the wrongs 

right, bury them—bury them forever! 
Some, after having repented of their wrongs and made 

them right, have made the sad mistake of digging them up 
from time to time and permitting Satan to use them to tor- 
ment their consciences. 

Never Give Satan Such an Advantage Over You! 

Sinner, confession is not so hard as you think it is. 
You know very well that if you have wronged a brother 

there can be no real peace of mind until you have made that 

wrong right. 
How the World today tries to forget its sins in business 

or pleasure! 
For a time it may be able to say, “I have no prickings 

of conscience;” but just wait! The time will come when 
the wrong-doer will no longer be able to go to business; no 

longer be able to go after the pleasures of this world. He 
will be upon a bed of affliction; and then all the sins of a 

lifetime will rush in upon him, the voice of conscience will 

cry out, and he will not be able to stifle it. 
There is no peace to the sinner! There is no peace to 

the man who does wrong! There is no peace to the liar! 
There is no peace to the man who defrauds! 

If any of you who are sitting here today told a lie 
yesterday, you will be miserable until it is confessed. You 

may begin to think about business tomorrow and about 
what you will do; but mark what I say, sooner or later the 
voice of conscience, which you may. have succeeded in hush- 
ing for a time, will compel you to sit down and listen to 

every one of its accusations. 
And so I say that there will be no peace until you 

confess—but not to me! I do not want to hear your con- 

fession ; but if you confess to me in confidence I will keep it. 
You need to confess to no one except to God and the one 

whom you have wronged, unless you need advice in order 
that you may act wisely and intelligently. 

Sinner, these are the first steps; and as I look at this 
congregation there are sinners, and there are little, spiritual 
babies. There are also some who are a little farther along, 
and I hope there are some who are very strong in Christ 
Jesus. 

God knows all about it; but there is not a single person 
here who is perfect; not one who is entirely sanctified. 

We ought, in all humility, to say, “Thank God that I 
am what I am by His Grace;” but we all are very im- 
perfect. 

The Glorious Possibilities That Lie Before the 

Converted Sinner 

Oh, I love to think of the possibilities that lie before 
a man as he takes the first steps in the Christian life, and 

as he feeds and meditates upon the Word of God daily, 
or communes with God every day in earnest prayer, and 

knows that all dross is being burned out by the Spirit’s 
power—as he realizes that tomorrow he can be nearer to 

God than he is today. 
But do not make the mistake of thinking that you 

are better than the Apostle Paul. 
I say to you frankly that the best man here is a mere 

pigmy in comparison with the Apostle Paul, spiritually. 
Paul was a giant among giants, and yet near the close of his 

life he confessed that he was not perfect. 
In the Third Chapter of the First Epistle of John we 

are told that God hath bestowed upon us such love that, 
although even now we are His children, it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be. 

I said this morning that God knows all about us; that a 

man’s claims count for nothing; that mere talk signifies 
nothing; that a loud profession counts for nothing; but 

that by their fruits they shall be known. 
Unless one has the fruit of the Spirit he or she may 

talk as much as possible about being possessed by the Spirit, 
but it will have no power. 

For a man to say, “I am filled with the Spirit of God,” 
does not make it true; it is the man’s life that must show 

that he has been with the Christ and learned of Him. 

I shall be glad to know that all in Zion spend a season 

every day in communion with God; and I shall be glad to 

know also that all are living Christian lives in their homes 

that you are kind one to another, and that you honor God 

in every thought, word, and action. 
Do not for a minute think that you can live as you like 

and then deceive God the Almighty by making a loud 

profession. 
You cannot do it! 
I see that Satan, who is always on the alert, will succeed 

in destroying the faith of some; and that a great deal of 

the teaching which is given, not only in this country, but 

elsewhere, upon the Holy Spirit is counterfeit teaching! 

Satan Has Counterfeited Every Truth 

No sooner was Divine Healing preached than the Devil 
concocted his own systems and sent his own servants out to 
deceive the people. 

When people imagine that they can be covetous, en- 

vious, and jealous, and violate the plain Word of God, and 

yet claim that they are possessed by the Holy Spirit, they 
are making a great mistake. 

Now, Zion, the one thing that I want to get into your 
minds and hearts is this: that we must keep close to the 
Word of God. 

I will not say that any and every man, regardless of 

qualifications, can get down upon his knees and expectantly 
pray for the Holy Spirit to come and take possession of 
him; it is absurd on the face of it! 

If I hear a man praying for the Holy Ghost to come 

into him, when I know that he has beaten his wife the night 
before, or that he is a liar and a cheat and a fraud, I will 
rebuke him to his face and say, “Thou hypocrite, stand 
upon thy feet and repent of thy sins!” 

We must know that we have conformed to the plain 
Word of God. 

The world cannot see the Holy Spirit; the world can- 

not know the Spirit; neither can it receive the Spirit; but 
the man who begins as I have outlined can say, “0 Blessed 
Holy Spirit, I invite You to come and dwell within me and 
take possession of my spirit, soul, and body, and burn out of 
me all dross, and use me and bless me to the good of hu- 
manity.” 

Then the Holy Spirit will come! 
But I want to impress this upon you, Zion: that you 

will not get so much of the Holy Spirit today that you can- 

not get more tomorrow. 
Do not be deceived by the Devil and get up and say that 

you are perfect, or that you are completely sanctified, or 

that you have not sinned for ten years and have no temp- 
tation to sin. 

I tell you frankly that I am sanctified only in part; I 
am perfect only in a relative sense; but I am going on and 
on toward perfection. 

Thank God ! I Know it is Better Farther On 

I know that God has something more for me than I 
have now! 

I am conscious of my imperfections; I have my temp- 
tations, and so have you. 

Of course, it is true that there were temptations that I 
used to have that I do not have now. When I was a little 
boy and saw a pretty little red wagon I would want it; but 
I can see a great many of them now without wanting them. 

But, thanks be unto God, if you will keep close to the 
Bible and be filled with God’s Spirit, you can resist the 
Devil, and he will flee from you. If you resist him he will 
go away and leave you for a little season, but if you listen 
to him he will come around and bring others with him, and 
finally get into you. 

One of the most horrible things on this earth is demon- 
possession ! 

Oh, that God would bring us to the place where He can 

take us and use us in casting out evil spirits! (Amens.) 
My God! Help Zion to reconsecrate herself today! to 

cry unto Thee for the infilling of Thy Spirit, that Thou 
mayest take complete possession of spirit, soul, and body! 

I look forward to the time when we shall assemble and 
God will do wonderful things for us; the sick will be healed 
as they sit in their seats. 

Oh, but, you say, have not wonderful healings taken 
place in Zion ? 

Thank God for all that has been done; but it is as 

nothing compared with what ought to be done. (Amens.) 
Why should Zion stop short of asking God for every- 

thing that He has in store for us? I have no right to limit 
God! Oh, that the day may soon come when the eyes of 
the blind shall be instantly opened and they be perfectly 
healed! when the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped, and 
the power of God manifested until the very building itself 
is shakeu. 

You Must Get Close to God 

Not fifty, not one hundred, but every last one of you 
must draw nigh to God so that there may be no hindrance 
to the working of God’s Spirit in our midst. 

Be sure that your conduct is inspired by the Spirit of 
God; that is what I want you to understand. 

I am going forward, and I know that I can be filled 
more and more, and more and more, with the Spirit of God. 

A certain poet has written something like this: 

I wonder if ever a song was sung, 
But the singer’s heart sang sweeter; 

I wonder if ever a ryhme was rung, 
But the thought surpassed the metre. 

I wonder if ever a sculptor wrought 
Till the cold stone echoed his ardent thought; 

Or if ever a painter, with light and shade, 
The dream of his utmost soul portrayed. 

I wonder if ever a rose was found 
And there might not be a fairer; 

Or if ever a glittering gem was ground 
And we dreamed not of a rarer. 

Ah! never on earth do we find the best, 
But it waits for us in the Land of Rest, 

And a perfect thing we shall never behold 
Till we reach the portal of shining gold. 

The Unscripturalness of Claiming Entire 
Sanctification 

And so I say to you, Zion, do not talk about being 
perfect; do not talk about being completely sanctified, be- 
cause it is unscriptural. 

I tell you, Zion, so far as I am concerned, you shall 
have the whole Word of God. (Amens.) 

Moreover, so far as I can help you, you shall 
have the opportunity to live in accordance with the Word 
of God. But keep close to the Bible. 

If I get down tonight and pray, “O God, let me have a 
visit from my father, who many years ago passed away,” 
will God answer that prayer? (Voices—“No.”) 

I know of nothing in the Bible that would warrant my 
asking God to send my father to see me; when you do that 
the Devil will answer the prayer. 

Pray in accordance with God’s Word, and God will 
answer. You ought to pray for the Holy Spirit, and ask 
God every day, but do not invite the demons to come into 
you; invite God to come in; invite the Holy Spirit to come 

in; and when He enters give Him a hearty welcome. Live 
a pure and a holy life, by God’s Grace, and He will bless you. 

Now, every one here that desires to be filled wth God’s 
Spirit and possessed and controlled by Him, stand up and let 
us pray together. 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

My God and Father, in Jesus’ Name I come to Thee. 
Take me, as I am and make me what I ought to be in spirit, 
in soul, and in body. Fill me with Thy Spirit. May He 
possess and control me and help me to live for the good of 
humanity and for Thy glory. In Jesus’ Name and for His 
sake. Amen. 

The service was closed with the Benediction by Overseer 
Brasefield. 

The First Psalm 

1. That WALKETH not in the 
di trcocr^ l COUNSEL of the UNGODLY, 
bLLbSLU is the J 2. Nor STANDETH in the WAY 

MAN of SINNERS, 
3. Nor SITTETH in the SEAT 

of the SCORNFUL. 

n |» nri iruT T The LAW of the LORD; but his DLLlGrll 0 i u- » Aw i. *4^™ < 2. In His LAW doth he MEDI- 
1S in TATE DAY and NIGHT. 

LA TREE PLANTED by the 
RIVERS of WATER, 

2. That BRINGETH forth his 
He shall be like FRUIT in his SEASON; 

3. His LEAF also shall not 
WITHER; and 

4. WHATSOEVER he DOETH 
shall PROSPER. 

TITHING 
Tithing in the Patriarchial Age 

“And he (Abram) gave him (Melchizedec as God’s 
High Priest) tithes of all.”—Genesis 14:20. 

“Of all that Thou shalt give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto Thee.”—Genesis 28:22. 

Tithing in the Mosaic Dispensation 
“All the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 

land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lords: it is holy unto 
the Lord.”—Leviticus 27:30. 

Tithing in the Reign of Solomon 
“Honor the Lord with thy substance,. 
And with the first-fruits of all thine increase: 
So shall thy bams be filled with plenty, 
And thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” 

Proverbs 3:9, 10. 

Tithing Under the Prophets 
“Will a man rob God ? yet ye have robbed Me. But ye 

say, Wherein have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offer- 
ings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed Me, 
even this whole nation. BRING YE ALL THE TITHES 
INTO THE STOREHOUSE.”—Malachi 3:8,9,10. 
Tithing in the Christian Dispensation 

“To whom (Melchizedec) also Abraham divided a 

tenth part of all.”—Hebrews 7:2. 
“Thou (Christ) art a Priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedec.”—Hebrews 7:17. 
“Here men that die receive tithes; but there He re- 

ceived them; of whom it is witnessed that He liveth.”— 
Hebrews 7:8. 

# 

“Ye pay tithes of mint, anise and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy 
and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
the other undone.”—Matthew 23:23. 
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