
Tabernacle Addresses 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

THE DOCTRINE OF 
DIVINE HEALING 

After the usual introductory exercises and a few pre- 

lininary remarks, the General Overseer spoke as follows: 

Miracles of Healing and of Judgment 

I would remind you that, in reading the Old Testament,' 
you will discover that just fifty miracles are recorded. 
These miracles are not all miracles of healing; in fact, 
many of them, instead of having any connection with the 

healing of disease, are of an exactly opposite nature. 

I mean that, instead of being made well, some of the 

subjects of the miracles recorded were visited with judg- 
ment for rebellion against God. 

In the four Gospels, thirty-six miracles are recorded 
in detail, of which twenty-six are cases of healing. 

All are not miracles of healing; a miracle of healing 
being instantaneous. 

The great majority of healings in Zion are not miracles 
of healing; in other words, they are not instantaneous, but 

gradual. 
I need not enter into this phase of the subject of Divine 

Healing any further than to say that God the Almjghty 
works in accordance with Law. And all laws—except those 

known to be laws of the devil, such as the law of Sin and 

Death—are laws of God. 
In studying these twenty-six cases of healing, you will 

discover many interesting facts, some of which I hope to 

point out to you at another time. 

Among other things, you will discover interesting 
facts relating to the different diseases that were healed by 
God through Jesus, the Christ. 

You will find, for instance, that only one case of dropsy 
is recorded in the four Gospels, and that it is mentioned 

once. 

If I were to ask you this afternoon how many persons 
were raised from the dead during the earthly ministry of 

Jesus, the Christ, so far as the record goes, how many would 

you tell me? (Some one answered, “Three.”) 
The first was the daughter of Jairus; the second, the 

son of the widow of Nain; and the third, Lazarus. 

You will find it of interest to note how many blind 

persons the Christ healed. 
As you study these cases of healing, it will be helpful 

to jot down the various points of interest. 
For instance, we are sometimes asked if there were 

any gradual cases of healing in the Ministry of the Christ. 
There were some, and it remains for you to discover 

them. 
I want, in my addresses here, to help you to the place 

where you will know what you believe, and where there will 

be no confusion in your minds. To get there you must re- 

memember what I have said, in almost every address: Keep 
close to the Word of God! 

Divine Healing Not Faith Healing 

A great many people speak of “Faith Healing” as being 
taught in Zion. Now, we do not teach “Faith Healing;” in 

fact, there is no such thing as “Faith Healing.” Faith never 

healed anybody. 
Zion believes in, and stands for, Divine Healing, which 

is nothing more or less than taking God at His Word! 
1 want to remind you, until you have thoroughly 

learned it, that the Devil is very much alive; and he is a 

very shrewd old general. 
There is only one greater General in the Universe, so 

far as I know, than the Devil, and that is God Almighty. 
While God is Almighty, the Devil is only mighty; but 

he uses his might to get up counterfeits and side-track the 

people, and to confuse them, until it is not uncommon to 
hear people say, “Oh, dear me, I do not know what I believe 

any longer!” 
Remember that it is a good thing to be actuated by 

principle; your lives then will be substantial. 
Let us be clear upon this subject of Divine Healing! 
There are all kinds of foolish people in this as well as 

in every other country. For instance, jn Australia, Divine 

Healing has been dragged in the dust, and the Devil has so 

far succeeded in disgracing the very words that it is almost 

impossible to get any one interested in the subject. 

Zion the Only Word of God Divine Healing Movement 

We should stand for something; and while I want to be 
kind and loving and charitable, I have no soft spot in my 
heart for error, or false teaching of any kind, and I will 
not say that one religious body is just as good as another, 
or that we are all going to the same place. 

I confess that oftentimes when that expression is used 
it is quite true; but the question is, which place? 

I am not going to the place to which the masses are 

going, and I hope you are not. 
This is the only Movement in the world today that 

stands for the Word of God on Divine Healing, and there 
is room for some improvement even here. 

I wonder if some of you have not gotten away from 
the truth, and if you are not making compromises. For 
instance, I heard something a few months ago that I jotted 
down, and now I have sermons enough for several months. 
As I said to a Deacon the other day, “Keep on, Deacon, and 
you will give me a dozen good, hot sermons!” 

One often can get sermons that way; and I have heard 
that, even in Zion City, some people are compromising. 

One person, for instance, says, “What harm is there in 
putting a poultice on this carbuncle?” Or, “What harm is 
there in putting on a towel rung out of hot or cold water?” 
Or, “What harm is there in using a little carbolic acid?” 

Compromises Are Always Fatal 

You know the people must be led, and if Moses goes up 

on the Mount and stays a little longer than they think he 

ought to stay, why even Aaron will consent to make a golden 
calf, and they fall into idolatry. 

There have been movements in the past, the leaders of 
which have taught Divine Healing; but after a few years they 
have started in compromising, with the hot cloth, and the 
cold cloth, and a little of something else, and the next thing 
you knew they were back into the same old road. 

I want to emphasize the thought that, no matter if you 
have repented, confessed, restored, and obeyed, you do not 
deserve anything for so doing. You cannot exchange these 
acts for salvation. We are saved, not by repenting, con- 

fessing, and restoring; but we must be justified by faith, 
and cleansed by the Blood of Christ, for salvation is the 
free gift of God. 

There are men—and there are some in ZlON—who 

fancy that they are sure of heaven because they neither 
smoke nor chew tobacco, nor do they drink liquors, frequent 
theaters, nor keep late hours. You can say precisely the 
same things of a gatepost. A negative Christian is a 

dummy. We must be something more than negative; we 

must be positive Christians. Therefore, after having done 
all these things, you must not make any compromises in 

thought, for if you compromise your thought you will also 

compromise your acts. 
I think very carefully before I speak. I desire you to 

know what your attitude should be toward all counterfeits, 
especially toward medicine, surgery, and, what do you call 
it—this m-a-s-s-a-g-e. This “massage” business is a work 
of the flesh. 

Look at the works of the flesh enumerated by Paul in 
Galatians, and is this not idolatry ? I do not believe in a 

hot-water god, nor in a cold-water god, nor in a fresh-water 
god. I believe in the one True and Living God. That be- 
lief is our only hope; and if God has raised me up and put 
me here to bring you back, then I want to keep in line my- 
self and bring you back. It is useless to talk about getting 
people saved, healed, cleansed, and blessed when you are 

permitting compromises. Half-heartedness! We must 
come right back to the plain Word of God, and then all 

! these glorious results will follow naturally. If we do not 
i go back to God’s Word there will be no satisfactory results. 

Sickness and Fear No Excuse for Compromise 

It is easier to talk about all these things when you are 

in good health than it is when you get sick. I recognize 
that and am willing to admit it. But never mind if you are 

sick; to compromise will only make you sicker; but be true 
to God and you will get the blessing. 

Some people have become faint-hearted. Why become 
faint-hearted before every little difficulty; faint-hearted 
because you are sick, when your sickness has come through 
your own sins, or the sins of somebody else? 

I want to see officers and members in ZlON brought to 
a place where they will trust God Almighty and make no 

compromises under any circumstances. Compromises are 

dangerous; they are fatal; and I have been surprised more 

than once to find out that people who have stood up and 
professed to believe in Divine Healing have used mustard 
plasters the night before. Yes; there it is, trusting in a 

mustard plaster. How do you know what the mustard 
plaster is going to do? The only proper thing is to say, “I 
believe in God, and I will not do anything if I die tomorrow;” 
and you will not die; God will honor your trust. 

Now, there are all sorts of little things that creep in. 
For instance, some people think that it is all right to use 
an atomizer, or some other kind of a “miser,” and they get 
a little inhaling tube to take the fresh air into their lungs 
—all sorts of little inventions to side-track you. I wonder 
how many of you have compromsied during the past twelve 
months. I wonder if some of you here have not slipped out 
of this City to some drug-store and bought a box of pills. 

There is no use in saying you trust God if you do not 
trust Him. God knows whether you are trusting Him or 
not. 

I prayed once for a woman who had rheumatism, I 
said, “Are you willing to trust God for your healing?” She 
answered, “Yes, for this rheumatism.” I said, “Suppose 
you got sick next week?” She replied, “Then I would call 
in a doctor.” You must be done with doctors. If you do 
not understand, it is about time that you reached an under- 
standing. 

The Practice of Medicine and Surgery Horrible 
Idolatry 

The vilest and most horrible thing on God’s earth is 
the practice of medicine and the practice of surgery. No 
words in the English language are strong enough to char- 
acterize the practice. It is idolatry, and yet I find even in 
Zion some people who have a very tender feeling for the 
churches. The sooner such people get out of Zion the 
better; They are unworthy, they are going back to the 
flesh-pots of Egypt. The churches that tolerate this medical 
abomination are not churches of the Living God. They 
have betrayed God; they have gone away to worship idols. 
There are thousands of people that worship a bottle of 
laudanum, and there are millions of people who are posi- 
tive that they would die before morning if they did not 
have their pills. This is true to such an extent that num- 

j bers of men have become multi-millionaires manufacturing 
land selling pills. Zion must be through with the whole 
abominable business. I sound this note of warning, that 
Zion must not permit any compromises; and any person who 
compromises will pay for it. Trust God. If you die—well, 
die; but trust God and make no compromises. You know 

! that there are some doctors in Zion City, are there not? 
! I hope and pray that the day will come when the title of 
“doctor” in Zion City will be dropped and buried forever. 
There is a good reason for this statement. There are people 
in Zion who are not satisfied with anybody unless he has 
been a doctor. 

It may be, too, that there are some Maternity Dea- 
conesses here. Let me tell you something; and if I hit you 

hard, take the blow and profit by it. If I were going to 

select nurses to be in the room where the little baby is to 

be ushered into this world, I would give the woman who 

never had any medical training the preference every time, 
because the woman who has been a medical nurse is squint- 
ing around for symptoms, and, like a fool, will talk all about 

the symptoms, and perhaps tell the mother. “0 what awful 

symptoms; I never saw a woman with those symptoms 
who ever got well.” Such women are an abomination. The 

only trouble I have ever known was where a medical nurse 

was called in who was very profound in her medical 

training. I do not take any stock in their medical training. 
“Oh,” says some one, “Zion is beginning to get some 

sanctified common sense.” Yes; my opinion is, she is be- 

ginning to get a little too much “sanctified” common sense, 

and it is time for it to be knocked out of her; the Devil is 

very cute and he has caused a number to fall. 

The question is, When will he tumble you over and 

stand you on your head? It may be that he will get at you 

like he does at a woman I have in mind who wears rings. 
It makes no difference where she is sitting, she is always 
showing off her rings; or, perhaps, you will put on a dress 

with short sleeves and will then look at your pretty arms. 

By the grace of God I will make every woman in Zion dress. 

(Applause.) Ah, the Devil is very cute. A lot of harlots 

and whoremongers sit in Paris getting up styles, and then 

professing Christians tumble into their clutches and wear 

their styles. Now, you women that have low-necked 
dresses fill them up, and do it at once. Such styles are 

disgusting! they are a disgrace. The Devil will try to get 
at you some way; if not by our method he will use others. 

Look For the Devil’s Strategy 

Now, you have to pray, and there is something else 

besides praying—watch and pray. Always keep the Devil 

in front of you. I think of the story of a little girl who was 

in the habit of stealing currants. ‘One day her mother said 

to her, “The next time you are tempted to steal the cur- 

rants you say, ‘Get thee behind me, Satan.’ ” The next 

time that she stole the currants her mother reprovingly 
said to her, “Did I not tell you to tell the Devil to get behind 

you?” The girl replied, “I did tell him that, and he pushed 
me right into the currant bush.” (Laughter.) 

Zion recognizes the existence of the Devil, and I tell 

you, without doubt, he has been very busy. 
The question in my mind is, Are you all as straight as a 

bee-line, or have you got the Devil in you. Have you been 

sitting around lately on a stump growling? If so, look out, 
or the Devil will get you. 

In Genesis, the First Chapter and the last verse, we 

have a very good beginning of Divine Healing. Some peo- 
ple never have recognized that; but it is true. “And God 
saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was 

very good.” 
In the beginning everything was very good. At the 

present time can you say that everything is very good? 
No, you cannot. A great change has taken place. It is our 

business to study the Word of God, and to find out just 
what brought about the remarkable change, then to discover 
whether there is anything in the Bible which would lead 
us to believe that another great change is going to take 

place, but this time for the better; that is, getting back to 
the place where everything is good. We will never do it by 
fanaticism, but we will do it by keeping level-headed. God 
said to Adam and Eve that they were not to do a certain 

thing; and He says the same thing to you today. 

Humanity Tempted By the Devil to Defy God’s Laws 

I asked the question in a meeting today, “Who is re- 

sponsible for these things?” One man responded, “The 
Devil.” That is true; but the Devil has-human instruments 
and he works through men and women. Now, the Devil 
tempted Eve. He tempts you. You are on trial; they were 

on trial. Perhaps some of you have said, “If I had a chance 
like that which Adam and Eve had I w’ould not go wrong.” 
You have the chance, except that you have hereditary weak- 
nesses and tendencies. \ A man is not a sinner until he tran- 
gresses God’s Law of his own free will and accord. Adam 
and Eve disobeyed because led to do so by the Devil, the 
great tempter. He is first on the outside, then if you yield 
to him he gets'on the inside. There are many different 
forms of demoniacal possession, and I think there are some 

kinds that Zion has been overlooking. What are your 
desires? 

It is said that a certain English statesman has three 
hundred and sixty-five razors and that he will not use one 

razor twice in one year. That, we say, is a form of in- 
sanity ; it is demoniatal. 

There are women who think of nothing else but dress, 
and I believe it is true that there have been women so ena- 

mored with dress that they have worn themselves out and 
died simply through changing their clothes so many times 
a day. 

Other persons have a mania for jewelry; perhaps some 

of you are like that. 
T will tell you frankly that decorating the body with 

gold is directly against the plain Word of God. What does 
Peter say about women “with modest apparel”? (I Peter 
3:3). Are there not many women who profess to be Chris- 
tians who are flying around in the face of that plain Scrip- 
ture? God Almighty never intended the Temple of the Holy 
Ghost to become a rack for fine clothes and jewelry, yet 
there are thousands of people who worship their clothes 
and their jewelry as truly as the children of Israel wor- 

shiped the golden calf. It is useless to see some wrongs and 
at the same time be unable to see others that are just as 

great. If you are inconsistent, you will soon find out that 

people have not much use for you. 

The Insidiousness of the Devil to Entrap the Weak 

You take a man who has been delivered from the drink 
habit; as he passes by a liquor shop he smells the fumes of 
the whisky, then the Devil speaks to him and he listens, 
listens, and the next thing the Devil has him inside and 
has him down. You have no right to listen to the Devil at 
all. 

We talk about consecrating the body to God, the eye, 
the ear, the hands, and the feet, and the whole body, and 
then you will go around one of these dirty, abominable bill 
boards with their dirty, filthy advertisements, and you 
very soon find yourself burning up with hellish lust. And 
you say, “How on earth did the Devil get hold of me.” He 
got hold of you when you were reading those filthy adver- 
tisements. I have been surprised to find Zion people read- 
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ing books that were not fit to put into the paws of a dog. 
Now, Zion, the best book is the Bible, and I think if you 

will attend to the study of the Bible you will not have much 
time for reading anything else. If I were not a public man, 
I would never look at a newspaper—never—and especially 
American newspapers. Australian newspapers are not a 
hundredth part as bad as American newspapers. You read 
those horrible stories of crime and look at the pictures. I 
do not. I do not want to take those things into my head, much 
less into my heart. The newspapers are filled, for the most 
part, with stuff that will ruin the mind and damn the spirit. 
You will not be ignoramuses if you do not read the news- 

papers. “Oh,” but you say, “I have to keep posted on the 
war.” Yes; and about nine-tenths of the stuff that you read 
in the newspapers on the war is made up right in the news- 

paper offices. 

Sensuality the Gateway to Destruction 

The first lesson to be learned from Adam and Eve is 
that the Devil is the tempter; that he appeals to the senses. 
You will observe that the fruit of the tree appeared good 
for food; it wras a delight to the eye. 

What do you want to go fooling around the Devil for. I 
say that people wrho want to attend Spiritualistic Seances 
are fools; and if you go on the Devil’s territory you need not 
be surprised to find that he has gotten hold of you. Now be 
careful. If there is any woman on God’s earth that I loathe 
the sight of it is a Spiritualist. They are full of the Devil 
up to their necks; do not make any mistake about that, 
Zion. People wrho touch Spiritualism have been in com- 
munion with Hell. Do you think that a man, in order to 
know what it is to be a drunkard, ought to go and get drunk 
three or four times that he may speak from experience? 
You have no business running off to other meetings. You 
say, “Don’t you believe in Zion people attending other 
churches?” No, I do not; I don’t wrant any association with 
you wTho go to other churches. When a man has been pulled 
out of a mudhole, wrhat a fool he is to crawl back. 

The Earth and Animal and Vegetable Kingdoms 
Cursed 

You see, Adam and Eve yielded to the Devil, and they 
suffered for it. God pronounced a curse upon the animal 
kingdom, and it is there yet; He pronounced a curse upon 
woman, and that curse remains; but, thanks be unto God, 
it can be removed, and has been in thousands of cases in 
Zion. God pronounced a curse upon man. 

Some of you have the idea that there is a world-wide 
revival coming, and that everybody is going to be Christian 
soon. This earth is a seething mass of corruption. Sodom 
and Gomorrah were never any worse than the cities of this 
world are today. 

God will have His Zion Cities, even if we all prove 
unfaithful. They are an absolute necessity as a refuge for 
God’s people. The curse is still upon the animal kingdom, 
upon woman, and upon man. 

“If God did not intend us to use these things,” they 
say, “what did He make them for?” Now, that is very 
wise, and they use every dirty thing in the vegetable, in the 
animal, and in the mineral kingdom. Do you remember 
that but a short time ago men were extracting the venom 

of snakes and giving it to cure certain diseases? It is a 

work of the flesh, just as the Apostle Paul enumerates in 
Galatians; idolatry, witchcraft. 

God’s Way—Obedience—the Only Way 

Now, what is God’s provision ? If we believe the Bible, 
let us live it. It is my business to remain true to God even if 
every other man on the face of the earth should turn traitor 
to God. The Word of God says that, “because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” It is catching; 
but when you and I get right and into a spiritual atmos- 
phere, we will clean every bad man and woman out of 
this City. They will not be able to stay here because they 
will find nothing to feed on. 

You have put your hand to the plow, now do not turn 
back. Let us get together and, if necessary, put down our 

lives on the Altar. If we wake up in Heaven instead of 
here, it will be all the better, as we shall know then that we 

have done all that we could. 

(Continued next week.) 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 

LEAVES OF HEALING 
Introductory subscriptions (that is to entirely new sub- 

scribers) will be received for LEAVES OF HEALING at the 

following rates for ten weeks: 

In the United States.25 cents 
In Canada.35 cents 

In Foreign Countries.45 cents 

An earnest united effort on the part of all officers, mem- 

bers and friends of ZION in response to this proposition, 
will mean that thousands of new subscriptions will be sent 

in for LEAVES OF HEALING. 

ZION IN CHICAGO 

Central Zion Tabernacle 
Michigan Avenue and 26th Street 

Get off at 26th Street 

MEETINGS 
EVERY LORD’S DAY 

1:30 P. M. Bible School. 
3:00 P. M. Principal Meeting. 
8:00 P. M. Evangelistic Meeting. 

Special Meeting for the Teaching and Prayer 
with the Sick, Every Tuesday at 3:00 P. M. 

Praise, Prayer, and Testimony Meeting, Every 
Tuesday at 8:00 P. M. :-: :-: :-: :-: 


