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THE DOCTRINE OF 
DIVINE HEALING 

(Continued from last week) 

Divine Healing is Within the Atonement of Christ 

Well, what is God’s provision? The Word of God makes 

it plain. His provision is the Blood of His Only Begotten 
Son. Do you see, then, that every man who refuses Divine 

Healing tramples the Blood of Christ under his feet, and 

despises the Atonement which the Son of God made ? And 

yet are you still longing for your dear old Methodist or 

Baptist or Presbyterian Church? Do you know that there 

are hundreds of ministers today who turn up their noses 

at what they call the “Bloody Atonement”? Do you desire 

any association with such people? I do not. They are deny- 
ing the very Christ that bought them with His Own Blood. 

They have thrown the miracles out of the Bible; they make 

light of the story of Daniel in the lion’s den, and of Jonah 
and the whale. When you begin to clip the Word of God, 
you would just as well lock up your doors and quit. ZlON 

must stand by the Word of God and make no compromises. 
But, “O dear me,” says one, “did you not read in the papers 
that a Zion man or a Zion woman had died?” In four 

years in my work in Australia, there were three in Mel- 

bourne died. I took the Melbourne Age and cut out the 

obituary notices for several months, stuck them together and 

took the roll on the platform, and, with a lot of fun, I un- 

rolled them before the audience; but it is a terrible thing 
if somebody dies and the doctors did not have a chance to 

kill them; that is a terrible crime. Are any of you getting 
tender on this subject, and beginning to squeal, and say 

that it is a terrible thing not to call in a doctor? When you 
admit a doctor, it is just equivalent to admitting the Devil. 

The Faithful Win the Crown of Life 

The Australians here know that I never compromised 
in Australia, even when people said that if any one died 

under my ministry without a doctor I would have to serve 

three years in the penitentiary. I took this position: I 

said, “I will not compromise; I will go to prison; I will be 

burned at the stake; but I will not compromise.” 
If people are going to get healing, and we ought to get 

to the place where there will be very few deaths in Zion 

City, then we must get where God wants us to get; but 

much teaching is needed. Many of these diseases are the 

result of carelessness and ignorance; many of you Zion 

people are guilty of the sin of presumption. Some people 
think that because they are trusting God for healing they 
can do anything. 

Take the question of eating and drinking, I do not be- 

lieve in saying very much about it; we can say, however, 
“Eat ye that which is good, and drink ye that which is good, 
and all in moderation.” Now, I would not have a book on 

diet in my house, because the biggest fools on God’s earth 

are food faddists. Take the books on the no-breakfast 

plan. I do not eat breakfast, but I do not need to write a 

book of four hundred pages on it. Eating no breakfast 

will not take me to Heaven, and if you eat breakfast it will 

not keep out of Heaven. 
The same is true in bathing; use common sense. Trust 

in God to keep you in health. God Almighty never in- 

tended us to act like ducks, but like men, to stand upright 
on our feet. I do not propose to put in half my life paddling 
around in the water, as there is something else to do. 

Mark you, you can make a god out of your cold shower- 

bath, and a lot of people do it. Some men write and talk as 

though if a man did not take a cold shower-bath every 
morning of his life, he is simply a beast. Deafness has 
been produced by permitting the cold shower to come down 
on your head. Do not trust to a shower bath, but trust 

God Almighty, and do not permit anything to come in be- 
tween you and God. Keep your eyes upon Christ and not 

upon man, then you can get the blessing that you desire. 
The stand for you to take is to stand upon principle. 

Seeing is Not Believing 

I believe in Divine Healing because it is in the Bible. 
Some people say, “If I were to see some person healed I 
would believe.” No, they would not. I shall continue to 
believe in Divine Healing whether anybody is healed or 

not. 
I want to see Zion take a step further than Divine 

Healing, and that is to realize God’s Keeping Power. It is 
far better to be kept by God than it is to get sick and then 

get healing. Our little sicknesses are caused by carelessness, 
and sometimes by ignorance. When I came back to this 

country, I foolishly slept in a room that was very hot, and 
I paid for it; however, while a person may feel, in a small 

degree, climatic changes, my conviction is that we ought to 
be able to stand up and live for God in any climate. God 
is here, so serve the One True and Living God. 

The Passive Life a Life of Trust 

Do not accuse God. It is not right for people to come 

up and say, “Well, I don’t know why on earth I am not 
healed.” That generally implies, “Well, God Almighty, 1 
have done everything you want me to do, and You have not 
kept Your word.” The passive life is the life to live, and 
that is one of the principal reasons why I will not read any 
books on the food question; the less attention you pay to 
the body, and the more you keep in the spirit, the better. 
Nothing is gained by groveling around in the dust and con- 

tinually asking, “What shall I eat?” and “What shall I 
wear?” and wondering whether anything will hurt you if 
you eat it. Eat and dress for Christ’s sake; do everything 
for Christ’s sake; sleep for Christ’s sake. Can you not get 
to that place? If you eat a thing merely to gratify the taste, 
you will pay the penalty; and you Americans are great 
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eaters; the Australians do not eat half so much as you do. 
Eat and drink what is good and do not become a fool on 

the food question. God has given us a great variety of good 
things to eat, which if we take, then the body will be sup- 

plied with all the elements that it needs. So do not bother 
about food, but live the passive life. 

The service was closed with the Benediction, after 
which the General Overseer prayed with two hundred 
fourteen women and forty-three men. 

CHRIST, THE GREATEST 
OF ALL TEACHERS 

After singing a number of appropriate Hymns, the 
General Overseer offered the following 
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PRAYER 

Father in Heaven, bless us now, as we take up a beauti- 
ful portion of Thy Word. 0 God! may this people drink in 

Thy truth. Help them at this time as never before to be 
calm in their spirits, to have self-control, to commune with 

Thee, and to make a full surrender, being willing to lay 
down life itself rather than to compromise righteous prin- 
ciples. 0 God! we thank Thee for Thy sustaining grace, 
and for the many blessings bestowed daily. We know that 
there is a wonderful future before ZlON. O our God! meet 
with us in great power this morning, and help the people, 
that they may effectually do that which is right in Thy sight 
in reference to all important questions. Hear and bless us, 
our Father, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

ADDRESS 

Taking for granted that you are all very familiar with 
the Eleventh Chapter of the Gospel according to St. John, I 
will not take the time to read the chapter through, but will 
call your attention to the principal points in regular order. 

You have heard a great many sermons ip reference to 
Christ as a Public Teacher; you have seen Him near the sea- 

side delivering a discourse to a large congregation; you 
have seen Him healing the sick; you have seen Him going 
into the Temple and driving out the money changers and 

overthrowing their tables. You have heard Him denounc- 

ing, in the strongest terms possible, the hypocrisy of the re- 

ligious leaders of His time. 

Christ’s Private Life 

But this morning I want to give you a vivid insight into 
the private life of the Christ; for if you simply know the 
Christ as a public Man, as a Preacher and a Teacher moving 
among men, then you have but an impartial knowledge of 
the greatest of all teachers. 

Very little is given to us of Christ in His private life, 
and some are inclined, as men and women are always in- 
clined to go to extremes, either to minimize His Divinity or 

His humanity. 
The Christ can be understood only when you view His 

Divinity and His humanity in proper proportions. Christ 
in His humanity was just like one of us, except that He 
never sinned, and guile was never found in His mouth. 

The Bethany Home 

This morning I want you to go with me to the little 
town of Bethany. Its location you need to have before you. 
It was about two miles from the City of Jerusalem, on the 
eastern side of the Mount of Olives; and in the great pictures 
of Jerusalem, which I have seen at different times, you will 
see the little narrow, winding road leading around the Mount 
of Olives to the little town of Bethany, which you cannot see 

from Jerusalem. 
There was a home in that little town that had three 

members, a brother and two sisters. There is every reason 

to believe from the record that it was a home in the true 
sense of the word; that this brother and these two sisters 
were intensely devoted to each other; and although they 
were Jews, and Jesus was despised by the Jews, they had 

accepted Him as the Christ, and their home had become His 
home when He was in this little town of Bethany. 

Very little is known about Lazarus; a little is known of 

Mary and Martha. Some have concluded that Martha was 

a very impetuous woman, and that Mary was of a meditative 

character; that Martha moved very quickly, on the impulse 
of the moment; that Mary would sit and think over a sub- 

ject before she made a move. 

Now, as I study the situation and see the Son of God, 
and yet the Son of Man—for He took upon Himself the form 
of a servant—entering into that little home, and those in- 
mates sitting at His feet, looking upon Him as the Great 

Teacher, the affection which they had one for another must 
have been very great. 

Love’s Sorrow Seeks Help 

The Record which we have in the Eleventh Chapter of 
John simply tells us that when Jesus was down in Perea a 

messenger came from this home, and brought the message 
to Jesus, “Lord, behold he whom Thou lovest is sick.” 

It is very probable that when this message was de- 
livered, Lazarus was dead; and if not when it was delivered; 
he probably passed away soon thereafter. 

The sisters’ very first thought, when this affliction came 

into their home, was of Jesus, the Christ, and He was the 
first One to whom they sent for help. 

And here is a lesson for every one of us, and particu- 
larly for professing Christians who are not connected with 
the Zion Movement; for, the fact of the matter is that the 
rank and file of professing Christians, when trouble comes 

or when some one is stricken down with disease, their last 
thought, perhaps, may be Jesus, but their first thought is 
of a doctor, or a drug, or of a nurse, and sometimes of a 

neighbor. 

Now that is not true in ZlON, thank God, but it is true 

throughout Christendom, for the most part. 

The Great Physician Known 
f 

The first thought of Martha and Mary was of Jesus, the 

Christ, and the simple message that they sent was, “Lord, 
he whom Thou lovest is sick.” These sisters knew very well 

that Jesus could heal their brother from Perea, and they did 

not say to Jesus, “We want you to come down at once;” they 
did not even say, “Speak the word,” for they knew that 

Jesus, standing there in Perea, could heal their brother and 

raise him up. 
They also knew that Jesus had left Judea, for His life 

was in danger. Jesus was not afraid, but He would not un- 

necessarily expose Himself; and here is a lesson for every 
Zion worker. Simply because a man does not expose him- 

self to danger does not prove that he is a coward. When a 

man unnecessarily exposes himself to danger, it proves that 

he is unwise; and Christ has shown us very plainly here that 

it is wise to take all legitimate precautions. And yet, 
when the time came, the Christ returned to Judea and faced 

the ordeal of death. 
These sisters knew very well that for Him to come back 

into Judea and back into Bethany would probably mean His 

death; because there were a number of Jews gathered into 

the house who hated Jesus; and the rulers were watching 
for Him, and were determined to get Him and put Him to 

death, if possible. 

Christ’s Answer to the Message 
f 

Now, what did Jesus say? “This sickness is not unto 

death, but for the glory of God; that the Son of God may be 

glorified thereby.” That is a wonderful statement, and a 

statement which is often misused by people who want to 

claim that sickness is not the result of sin, and that it does 

not come from the devil. 

By saying, “This sickness is not unto death,” Jesus 

simply meant that death would not be the final result of this 

sickness; but that out of this sickness, and out of the death, 
through the manifestation of the Power of God, God would 

be glorified; and further than that, the Son of God would 

be glorified thereby. Why? Because the resurrection of 

Lazarus was the immediate cause of Christ’s death. The 

working of His last great miracle, as you will see in this 

chapter, was the immediate and last cause of His apprehen- 
sion and crucifixion. 

“This sickness is not unto death,” that is, not the final 

result; but the final outcome of this sickness will be the 

glory of God and the glorifying of the Son of God. 
And so it was. Now, is that perfectly plain to you? 

That is the simple and the natural interpretation. “This 
sickness is not unto death,” it is not the final result; but this 
sickness will result in the glory of God, and they saw God’s 

glory when Lazarus was resurrected, and Jesus, though 
being put to death as a result of this miracle, was resurrected 
from the dead, and then He was glorified. 

Love Begets Love 

“Now, Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.” 
Does that mean that He did not love everybody? No. I 
love everybody, and so do you, if you are a Christian, but 
there is no use in talking about having the same love for 

everybody; you could not do it if you wanted to. 
Christ loved everybody; but I tell you, He loved some 

people with a love which He did not have for everybody; and 
He loved Lazarus and Martha and Mary a great deal more, 

perhaps, than He loved anybody else in that town, because 
He could love them more. 

Now, there is a little scriptural proof of this position. 
You read the Fourteenth Chapter of John and the Twenty- 
First verse. 

“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself 
unto Him.” 

Also the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth verses: 

“Jesus answered and said unto Him, If a man love Me, 
he will keep My word: and My Father will love him, and we 

will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 
“He that loveth Me not keepeth not My words: and the 

word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s Who sent 
Me.” 

Now that simply means that the man who does not learn 
the commandments of Jesus, the Christ, and keep them, does 
not have the same love bestowed upon him as the man who 
learns the commandments and keeps them. 

“If a man love me, he will keep my Word ” You take 
a father and a mother; there is no use in disputing it, a 

child who is always obedient, and who gives no trouble, has 
a love bestowed upon it which it is impossible to bestow upon 
a child who is always disobedient and getting into trouble. 

So do not make any mistake in this particular. God 
loves some people a great deal more than He loves others, 
because He can; and the love which Christ had for Lazarus 
and Martha and Mary was a love which had been begotten 
because of the love and devotion which they had bestowed 

upon Him. 

Christ’s Plans Unchanged by a Sad Message 

Jesus stayed where He was for two days. Some people 
might say, “Well, that was very poor evidence of His love 
for Lazarus, to stay where He was for two days.” 

So far as the record is concerned, we are not told that 
Jesus said anything further—He simply stayed there for 
two days longer, and then He said, “Let us go into Judea 

again.” 
When the time came for the performance of duty, 

Christ went and faced it. And just so with each one of us, 
fear should never prevent us from doing our duty. 

Fidelity Knows No Compromise 

A man who, because he is afraid, will bury a deep 
seated conviction, which has been begotten of God through 
the Holy Spirit, will go to pieces. A man who will com- 

promise for the sake of your friendship will go to pieces. 
I would like to ask you here this morning, would you 

like to take the responsibility of saying to me, “Give up your 
honest convictions; lay aside what you believe to be right, 
for the sake of peace and harmony?” If you want to take 
that responsibility, you will not get a chance to take it; be- 
cause, as much as I love the people, I would rather have the 
love of God than the love of all the people; for with the love 

and the favor of God, a man can be very happy and of great 
power. 

I would like to know who would want to take the re- 

sponsibility of blazing out the pathway of judgment and 
sorrow for any man through getting him to bury his God- 
given convictions; for, if God has called a man, that man 

may hide under the rocks, he may take up the practice of 
law, he may go into business, he may seek to drown that 
conviction; but God will send the judgments upon him heavy 
and fast until he yields to the will of God, ancl if he does not 
do it, God will let him be destroyed. 

It is a very light thing for some people to give advice, 
and to tell a man what he should do, but I tell you “woe is 
unto me if I preach not the Gospel!” 

The Real Minister Divinely Chosen and Called 

If I did not believe in a Divine call to the Ministry, I 
would not be in it; and when it is “woe unto a man if he 
preaches not the Gospel,” then he will amount to something; 
but if it is not that, he will amount to nothing. 

The idea that a man has just as much a call to be a 
blacksmith as he has a call to the Gospel Ministry, is absurd. 
When a man’s natural inclinations are to be something else, 
and he struggles for years fighting against convictions and 
at last either he must yield or go into despair, that means 

something to a man; but when a man has paid the price, 
that man has started upon a way which, if he pursues it, 
will land him in Heaven at last. 

Perea to Bethany to Face and Conquer Death 

So Jesus the Christ went back into Judea, though He 
knew it would mean His death. 

The disciples were afraid; they gave Jesus counsel. 
Counsel is all right if it is the right kind of counsel; but it is 
all wrong if it is the wrong kind of counsel. You follow the 
lives of men like Martin Luther; why, his friends begged 
him time and again to cease fighting the Pope. They said 
to him, “You will go down sure.” He replied, “If God has 
begun this fight, let it go on and do not interfere.” And 
there has never been any man yet who has had, in any 
sense, a special mission, who has not had to combat the 
devil and all the demons, and all humanity, to keep from 
turning aside; and the majority of them have turned aside. 

What a joy if a man can finish his life, and if he does 
it will be in spite of the devil and all of the demons, and of 
many of his relatives and so-called friends. 

“His Truth Shall be Thy Shield and Buckler.” 
Psalm 91:4 

There are some men who would compromise with the 
Devil and everything else rather than have a conflict; but 
I will not, and that is the reason I am where I am today. 

When I stood on the platform in Australia, Mr.- 
of-said to me, “Mr. Voliva, I want to warn you 
that if you allow any one in Victoria to die without the aid 
of a doctor, you will go to prison for three years.” I looked 
at him and said, “I will obey God, even if they burn me at 
the stake!” And I obeyed God, and they did not burn me at 
the stake. 

The man who never compromises is the man whom 
God will sustain. You Australians know how they used to 
wait for me there, and how they said that they would have 
me in the penitentiary; but they never even got me in jail; 
and right during a fight I put out on the bulletin board, 
“Medical poisoners and surgical butchers, who are poison- 
ing and murdering the people by hundreds.” 

The Disciples Afraid of Opposition 

The disciples said to Jesus, “Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone Thee, and goest Thou thither again?” That 
was a statement of men who were afraid. The disciples 
were afraid of their own safety. 

When people are always saying to a man, “Now I 
would not do this and that, I would be quiet and would not 
make any fuss”—I tell you, Zion, wherever I see wrong lift- 

ing up her head, I will protest, even if all my friends tell 
me not to do so. 

Light’s Advantage Over Darkness 

I want you to get the eighth and ninth verses into your 
minds: “Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the 

day? If a man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because 
he seeth the light of this world.” 

Every man has his day and every man has his night; 
and it is our business to do our work while the daytime 
lasts; because, if there is one thing left undone when the 

daytime closes, you will not be able to do it. 

Jesus had His daytime, and Jesus also had His night; 
and thanks be unto God, before the night came He lifted 

His eyes to His Father and said, “I have glorified Thee on 

the earth; I have finished the work which thou gavest me 

to do.” (John 17:4.) 
May God help us, one and all, to be able to say, as we 

speak the last good-by, “Father, I have finished the work 

which Thou hast given me to do,” and then you will have 

great joy. 

(To be continued) 
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