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DIVINE HEALING MEETING 

Address by the General Overseer 

I will ask you to turn to the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew and we will read in the seventh chapter, beginning 
with the twenty-first verse, closing with the fourth verse of 
the eighth chapter. 

“Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; but he that doeth the 
will of My Father which is in heaven. 

“Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 

not prophesied in Thy name ? and in Thy name have cast out 
devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works? 

“And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from Me, ye that work iniquity. 

“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine, 
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon a rock: 

“And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it 
was founded upon a rock. 

“And every one that heareth these sayings of Mine, 
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
which built his house upon the sand: 

“And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great 
was the fall of it. 

“And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these say- 
ings, the people were astonished at His doctrine: 

“For He taught them as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes.”—Matthew 7:21-29. 

“When He was come down from the mountain, great 
multitudes followed Him. 

“And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped Him, 
saying, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean. 

“And Jesus put forth His hand, and touched him, say- 

ing, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed. 

“And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but 

go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift 
that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.”— 
Matthew 8:1-4. 

It is my purpose in these afternoon meetings, to take 

up the various miracles of healing as they are presented in 
the Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Inasmuch as this story of the healing of the leper is 

presented first, I have selected it as the basis of my remarks 
this afternoon. 

You will remember that it is recorded in the fourth 

chapter, the seventeenth verse, that “from that time Jesus 

began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the Kingdom of 

Heaven is at hand.” 
Following this statement, we have the story of the call- 

ing of the first four Apostles, Peter and Andrew, James 
and John, all four of whom were, by occupation, fishermen; 
and, as we learn from the statement in one of the Gospels, 
were partners in that business. 

The Character of Men Chosen to be Messengers of the 

Gospel 

It is well for you to ponder and to consider the kind 
of men that Jesus called to be apostles. He could not find 
in the ministry among, the chief priests and elders, men 

that would accept the truth and that could be called to this 

high office; therefore, He had to choose men from the low- 
est ranks—fishermen. 

It is sometimes said that Jesus passed by philosophers 
and chose fishermen to be His Apostles. 

While it is true that Zion has received, I will not say 

many noble, able, faithful ministers from the Churches, I 
will say that she has received a few, but that few is getting 
to be so few that it begins to look as though there would 
not be many left to preach soon. (Laughter.) 

I do not expect to see Zion’s ministry built up in the 
future of men that are brought out of the denominational 
ministry. I believe there are some, but not many; and with 
the greatest respect, and the truest Christian love for my 
brethren who have come from various religious bodies and 
have proved themselves faithful to God and to ZlON—for I 
would not cast one word of reflection upon any brother who 
may have been a Methodist, Presbyterian, or a Baptist, or 

anything else, who has come into ZlON and has proven faith- 
ful—there were brought into Zion many ministerial nonen- 

tities or ciphers; men who were never called to the ministry; 
men who were failures, and who were simply looking for 
some place to drop, and somebody foolishly whispered that 
Zion could take care of her ministers, and consequently a 

large number of the most worthless, good-for-nothing min- 
isters got into Zion’s ministry, and God saw He had to 
clean them out before He could ever do anything. 

You look back over the record, and you will find ZlON 
has had very few men who have been able to build, to go out 
into a field, and make their own way, and their own living. ; 

(Voices—“True.”) We have had men who have been in ! 

cities of from one hundred to two hundred thousand inhabit-1 
ants for two or three years, and few knew that they were 

there. 
Zion Must Have a Bible Training School \ 

One of the most essential institutions that must be 
formed, as soon as possible, is a Bible Training School, 
where we can bring young men and young women and older 
men and women, and train them for Zion’s ministry and 
send them out in the world with the everlasting Gospel of 
the Kingdom. 

It is well for you to bear in mind that you can not 
create ministers. They are bom and not made. You may 
take some people and send them through college and a uni- 
versity, and they would not be able to preach to interest any- 

body. I have heard some very poor sermons in my time, 
not for a long time though, but I have heard some very poor 
ones. I heard a man down in Maine and he took for his 
test, “I find no fault in this man.” He said: “This is a very 
interesting text, ‘I find no fault in this man/ I hope you will 
give careful consideration to this text, ‘I find no fault in this 
man/ ” That was about all he said. It was a very painful 
experience. 

A man into whom God puts His Spirit, when he reaches 
the time to enter upon his work, will be acknowledged of 
God, and He will put His seal upon him. I think I can tell a 

preacher the moment he announces the hymn, whether there 
is anything in him or not. You can tell a good deal by the 
way he comes on the platform as to wfiether something is 
going to move. 

f 

The Threefold Work of Christ’s Ministry 

I would have you to note the twenty-third verse of Mat- 
thew, the fourth chapter, and commit it to memory, for you 
have there given the analysis of the ministry of Christ. 

The first thing that He did was to teach the people. 
The next thing was to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
and the next to heal all manner of sickness and all manner 

of disease among the people. 
I want you, Zion, to get away from the church idea and 

get hold of the Kingdom idea. 
There are fifty distinct references to the Kingdom of 

God, and I tell you that I believe God is going to enable me, 

by His grace, some day to work out some things which have 
not hitherto been touched in any part of the world by any- 
body. (Amens.) I want you to hold onto the ideas I gave 

you on the blackboard, and do not let the Devil rob you of 
them. Do not listen to any strange voice. 

Christ Revealed Present-day Realities and Blessings 

All this talk about deferring everything until two thou- 
sand years beyond the millennium—I feel when I hear that 
kind of talk, like the fellow did when looking at Niagara 
Falls. He said to his friend, “Do you know it has been cal- 
culated that with the wearing of the water upon the rocks 
the Falls are going to disappear.” His friend replied, 
“About how long do you figure it will take at the present 
rate?” The answer was, “About a million years.” He re- 

plied, “Let her wash, for all I care.” So I say if all the 
good things and all the holy things which God has provided 
in His bountiful storehouse are all ten, fifteen, or twenty 
thousand years over yonder—well, I have not as much in- 
terest in them, and I think that is a fair statement. 

I tell you, my friends, John the Baptist said, “Repent 
ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” Anything that 
is at hand is not two thousand years in the future. If this 
book is at hand it is right here now. Jesus, the Christ, when 
He began His ministry, said the same thing. 

Difference Between Teaching and Preaching 

In the twenty-third verse of the fourth chapter and in 
the thirty-fifth verse of the ninth chapter we are told that 
He went about teaching, and preaching the Gospel of the 

Kingdom, and then healing all manner of sickness and all 
manner of diseases. 

There is a difference between teaching and preaching. 
When a man teaches he does something more than proclaim. 
If a man is going to teach on the subject of Divine Healing, 
he will define it in the light of God’s Word. He will give 
you the Covenant of Divine Healing; he will show you that 
it is in the atonement. He will try to make it clear to you 
by means of illustrations, by comparisons, by contrast, and 

| by the use of simpler words; but when a man preaches he 
simply proclaims a truth, and a preacher is herald to make 
known the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God. 

We pass over the Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Chapters, 
and we have that great Sermon on the Mount. 

I 
Some Promises to the Obedient Under the Kingdom 

Rule 

Oh, how little the average preacher knows about the 
Sermon on the Mount! How much does the average church 
member know about the Sermon on the Mount? 

Let us take the first Beatitude: “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” It does 
not say, “Blessed are the poor in spirit for they shall go to 
Heaven.” 

Heaven and the Kingdom of Heaven Not Identical 

The Kingdom of Heaven is not Heaven; the Kingdom 
is not Heaven, but something right here upon this earth. 
Heaven is the place where the spirits of the righteous go 
when they depart this life. “Blessed are the poor in spirit 
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven,” does not mean they 
shall go to Heaven, simply. It does not say so here. It 
simply means, as we have it in one of the Gospels, “Blessed 
be ye poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God.”—Luke 6:20. 

To illustrate: here are people who are very rich; they 
have everything that money can buy. Here are people who 
are poor; you go on and present the rule of God. Who is 
the more likely to accept the rule of God? (Reply—“The 
poor.”) Yes; the poor every time. For instance, today 
every time you strike at the abuses that are the result of 
such operations of Great Trusts, you at once get into serious 
conflict with the powers that be; whereas, generally speak- 
ing, the man or the woman in ordinary circumstances will 
hear the Gospel and work under the rule of God and lone 
for the establishment of the Kingdom of God. That is what 
it means. It is simply a new social order. 

When Jesus said, “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in Heaven,” did He mean that you and 
I should pray for something He did not intend to let us 
realize for two thousands years? (Voices—“No.”) No 
such thing. Can any man be blamed for wanting all of the 
Kingdom of God here he can get? There is only one inter- 
pretation of that passage; that is this: “Heralds of the 
Kingdom.” That is what we are. There is only one inter- 
pretation : “Blessed are ye poor, for yours is the Kingdom 

of Heaven.” My brother there is very poor and I am very 

rich. I am a “multi-millionaire.” Now a Herald of the 

Kingdom comes along and presents the Kingdom of God— 

the establishment of the rule of God among men. My 
brother there will accept it at once, but I do not. Why ? 

Because I am a very rich man. What did Christ say to the 

rich man? “How hardly shall they that have riches enter 

into the Kingdom of God.” How hard it is for them that 

trust in riches to enter into the Kingdom of God! It is 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for 

a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God ! (Mark 10: 

23-25.) He said it was hard to enter. The Kingdom of 
' Heaven is right here on this earth. It does not mean the 

Heaven above, in the sense that that word is commonly used. 

They are two different things. Do you see that ? The King- 

dom of Heaven and Heaven convey different ideas; Heaven 

expressing the thought of the place of God’s throne and the 

home of the departed redeemed, while Kingdom of Heaven 

expresses the thought of God’s rule over men on the earth. 
I tell you the day has got to come when the will of God 

must be done on earth exactly as it is done in Heaven. Then 

you will have the Kingdom in all its fulness. 

People Anxious for Literature on the Kingdom of God 

I have had some beautiful letters about my Editorial 
Notes on the Kingdom. I have received letters from many 

parts of the world regarding some of my sermons; yet there 

are some saintly (?) people in Zion (Laughter) who can 

not see that Voliva ever said anything that amounted to a 

snap of the fingers. There are men in Zion City whose 

knees smite each other when they look at those notices. The 

cowards! They are afraid of their own skins. They are 

looking at the dollars and cents. 
1 

The Gospel Must be Proclaimed Despite Opposition 

I am not going to cease preaching the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ for any condition that obtains anywhere. (Amens.) 
I will continue to preach the Gospel and to defy any man 

to interfere with my preaching the Gospel of the King- 
dom of God. When they talk about prison for me, bless 

your life, if I knew I should be burned at the stake I would 
go straight forward and do my duty. Let them try me on 

and see if I will not. 
My opinion is the Masonic hand is at work. Mark my 

word! The statement I made in Chicago has frightened the 

poor Mah-hah-bones almost out of their lives. They know 
when they hear a man whether he is of any promise, or has 

any power, and they know he will be a man to be reckoned 
with some day. This talk about the Kingdom, oh, that 

I does weary them! They love their money so well. 

Scriptural Terms Should be Understood 

Take one more passage: “Among them that are born 
of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Bap- 
tist: nothwithstanding he that is least in the Kingdom of 

Heaven is greater than he.” (Matthew 11:11.) Does that 
mean that he is the least in the Kingdom of Heaven? 

(Pointing upwards.) No; it simply means the Kingdom 
of Heaven was not set up, and John the Baptist was not in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. When the Kingdom was estab- 
lished he who was least in it would be greater than John 
the Baptist. There is no other interpretation for it that 
I can see. 

While I am on this Kingdom thought—“the Kingdom 
is within you, within you, within you, within you;” yes, the 

biggest hypocrites on God’s earth say, “the Kingdom is 
within you,” the Kingdom is in me (pointing to himself). 
You know very well that the translation of that can be “The 
Kingdom of God is among you,” and is so rendered in the 

| margin. 
To whom was He talking? The Pharisees. The King- 

dom is among you. If a man has the Kingdom within him 
he will have the Kingdom on the outside. All this talk 
about the Kingdom “within you, within you,” is just on a 

par with people who are always talking about “the Spirit, 
the Spirit, the Spirit, the Spirit.” God has His place. 
Christ and the Holy Spirit have Their places. You must 
learn the Word of God. When a man talks about being 
guided by the Spirit and he ignores the Word of God, put 
no reliance in that man. 

The Spirit’s Work to be Considered in the Light of the 

Word 

A man who sets at naught the Word of God is on the 

wrong track every time. 
Oh, what awful falsehoods have been circulated. 
A woman got up in a meeting somewhere the other day, 

and wanted to turn some woman against Overseer Voliva. 

She said, “That man Voliva has no use for a woman at all. 

(Laughter.) He does not believe in letting women preach.” 
I never said I did not. I believe in ordaining women to the 

office of Deaconess, but I do not believe in ordaining women 

to the office of Elder or Overseer. I challenge anybody to 

find any passage of Scripture authorizing the ordination of 

women to the office of Elder. 
God established the family, did He not? He made the 

man the head of the house and the man the ruler of the 

house. If you ordain a woman to the office of Elder one 

of the qualifications of an Elder is that a man rule well his 

own house, “. for if a man know not how to rule his 

own house how shall he take care of the Church of God?” 

You put a woman in a Church in a position which elevates 

her above her husband, and by virtue of that position make 

her ruler* of her husband and of men, and you have set at 

naught the plain Word of God, so far as the family is con- 

cerned. 
I do not believe in ordaining girls in their teens to the 

office of Deaconess. My conception of a woman for a Dea- 

coness is a maiden lady or a married woman who has 

reached the point in life where her family duties and cares 

are not so numerous but that she would have some time as 

a woman of maturity and experience to minister; and I be- 

lieve I am right. There are a number of maiden ladies who 

make magnificent Deaconesses, and it is all right and pro- 

per if a woman so chooses to be a maiden all her life for 

Christ’s sake. 
Now I want to leave this subject, because I could take 

uo all day. I am going to take only thirty minutes on that 

subject, the Kingdom and ruler-ship, etc., and this question 
of nhy attitude toward the work of women in the Church. 

Some unprincipled peoole will circulate any falsehood. Be 

on your guard in Zion City ; any falsehood that Satan can 

concert they will circulate just as a Chicago ward politician 
would do. 

I 
i The Gifts of the Holy Spirit Are for Believers Who 

Will Do the Will of God 
I 

The lie has been circulated that I do not believe in the 
Baptism ot the Holy Spirit. I tell you I do not believe in 
the Devil’s counterfeit of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. I 
believe in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, and I believe that 
I shall be baptized a good deal more in the Holy Spirit. I 
do not believe I shall receive in this life so much of the Holy 
Spirit that my capacity can not be enlarged; but I shall 
receive more of the Holy Spirit. 

I do not believe in substituting fleshly manifestations 
for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Divine Healing comes 
from up yonder (pointing upwards), does it not? and it 
comes very quietly too. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
comes from outside of a man. It comes from God. You do 
not need any manipulations. You need no schemes for work- 
ing up excitement in order to get healing or the Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. Those things are counterfeits. I believe in all 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and I believe I have some of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps there ar many in Zion 
who have at least one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. “The 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal.” (I. Corinthians 12:7.) God Almighty does not 
go around bestowing the gifts of the Holy Spirit just for the 
sake of bestowing them. He does not go around healing 
people just for the sake of showing His power. God does 
everything for a wise and holy purpose. If God should give 
to you the “gift of tongues” He will do it for a wise and 
holy purpose. There will be no mistake about it as to 
whether you have the “gift of tongues” from the Holy 
Spirit ; none whatever. I will tell you the first and most 
important gift of the Holy Spirit is the gift of Wisdom. 
(Amen.) That is the first thing. Solomon tells us that 
“Wisdom is the principal thing.” Get wisdom, because if 
you had all the other gifts and had not wisdom you would 
simply make wrong use of them. 

Jesus’ Teaching with Authority 

Passing on right through this Sermon on the Mount, I 
want you to notice the twenty-eighth verse in the seventh 
chapter: “And it came to pass when Jesus had ended these 
sayings, the people were astonished at His doctrine: 

“For He taught them as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes.’’ 

What does that mean ? What is the difference between 
one speaking with authority and one that does not? Can 

any one tell me? Elder Tindall will have to tell us. (Elder 
Tindall gave the illustration of an ambassador from one 

country to another, showing that the ambassador is clothed 
with the power of the country he represents, on all matters 
between the two countries.) That is a good illustration. 

England has an ambassador at Washington. That ambas- 
sador is appointed by the regularly-constituted authority 
of the British Empire. He comes to Washington to our 

government with credentials, and those credentials are suf- 
ficient for him to be received by this government. When 

any question of dispute arises between this country and the 

British Empire, that ambassador is supposed to take up the 

matter with the authorities at Washington. He will com- 

municate with his government at home, and if final diplo- 
macy is of no avail then the British Empire will issue a call 

to her ambassador to return home at once, and the United 

States would recall her ambassador from the British Em- 

pire. If some man came over here from London and said 

that he was an ambassador from the British Empire the 

authorities at Washington would take no notice of him 

without his credentials. 

God’s Ministers Clothed with Divine Authority 

Here comes the Divine call to the ministry. Whenever 

a man is called to the ministry he is a man who speaks with 

authority; he is a man behind whom God and the hosts of 

Heaven stand. The tendency in many quarters is to belittle 

a Divine call. 
God will train up a man and call him and bring him to 

his place for the day and the hour. That is a horrible thing 
to say, because, when you say that that shuts some fellows 

out, and that is what hurts. Do you see? If God does not 

call Zion’s leader you are no better off than any other old 

apostate organization. 

The Leader Under Every Form of Government a Chief 
Factor 

What difference does it make what form of government 
you have? The man upon whom God has put His seal will 

be the leader, no matter if you have a democratic or republi- 
can form of government, or whatever you have. A man 

whom God has called and trained will sooner or later loom 

up as leader of the people. When you ask these fellows, 
“Who are you going to put in his place?” they don’t know; 
but “We want him out; he is in the way. We cannot man- 

age him.” What would a leader be if they could manage 
him? 

Zion’s Leaders Always Spoke with Authority 

As regards this question of speaking with authority, 
Zion’s former leader’s teaching was as sound as a bell, and 

thousands rejoiced in that teaching and responded to it. 

There is no question about that. Do you see? “Not as the 

scribes.” What authority has a denominational minister? 

He has none. Who pays any attention to him? Nobody. 
His wife? No. His children? No. The girls in their 

teens that belong to the Sunday-school pay no more atten- 

tion to him than anything in the world. What do they care? 

I have so had it in every Branch I have had charge of that 

if any member in the tabernacle was doing anything wrong, 

the moment my footsteps were heard, or I appeared on the 

scene, I did not have to say a word. That is as it ought 
to be. There should be respect for authority. “There is our 

leader who loves us and gives his life for us. He wants us 

to do what is right. If he can help it he will not permit 
us to do what is wrong.” That is authority; that is ruler- 

ship. Bless your life, there are fellows who are so loving 
—hvve you seen any of them lately? (Laughter.) Really, 
to see how loving they are you would think—Oh, so 

loving! The dear people! and Voliva is so cruel and such 

a tyrant, and so hard! All those cries are simply part of a 

man’s seal. Every man who is a leader in deed and in 

truth, will not the Devil do everything he can to destroy 
that leadership? (Voices—“Yes.”) 

When a man gives his life for the people it is a proof 
of his love for them. 

(Continued next week) 


