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DIVINE HEALING MEETING 

(Continued from last week) 

Jesus Spoke Cleanliness and Health to the Leper 

A leper comes before us. I wonder how the leper hap- 
pened to come to Jesus. When Christ preached the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, so far as I can understand, the leper 
could not have gotten any closer to him than a safe distance 
on the outside, because of the multitude there. He was not 
allowed to go among them, but he got pretty close finally. 
Now, perhaps the leper had heard of some of the cures 

Jesus had wrought. You know a poor leper was ostracized 

by his relatives and friends. He had to cry, “unclean, un- 

clean." No one was allowed to touch him. Jesus, legally, 
was unclean when He touched him, and said, “I will, be 
thou clean." 

True Worship a Preparation for Healing 

The leper approached Jesus, and, as we are told, he 

worshiped Him. Worship does not consist of any posture, 
kneeling, bowing the head, or any other position. True 

worship must come from the heart. “He that cometh to 

God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek Him.” Posture is all right, and 

if one finds he can get closer to God by kneeling, all right. 
When the leper came to Jesus he gave reverence to 

Him. He had his mind made up that Jesus was able to 

heal him, but he did not know as to whether Jesus was 

willing to heal him. In another miracle which Jesus per- 

formed they did not know whether He was able to heal. 

This was the case of the boy who had epilepsy. It is well 

worth remembering that in one case the individual believed 

that Christ was able, but did not know whether He was 

willing; in the other case they believed Christ was willing, 
but were not sure He was able to heal him. 

God Through Christ Ever Able and Willing to Heal 

You and I know the teaching of Zion. It has been 

all along that God through Christ is not only able to heal, 
but willing. As long as there is any doubt in your minds 

as to either the ability or the rvillingness of the Savior to 

heal, you can never trust him for healing. That is worth 

your while getting hold of. You can not exercise the faith 
to be healed so long as you doubt Christ’s willingness to 

do so. You must settle those two questions. The leper was 

excusable. You and I are not excusable, generally speaking. 
I want to point out this: you can not be sure that the best 

thing for you is to be healed. You can not be sure, but God 

knows. Fundamentally, sin is the basis of all disease, and 

the devil is the author of all disease; but there is a disci- 

plinary effect from everything that comes into a man s 

life; indeed, there is a saying, “A man is educated by 
everything with which he comes in contact from the cradle 

to the grave.” God can see the heart. God knows exactly 
what you are and what you are going to be, and He knows 

what is best and what is wise for you and for me. There is 

no question about that. 
“What things soever ye desire when ye pray, believe 

that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” 

(Mark 11:24.) The reason why many people fail 

to get deliverence is because they bother too much 

about it. God Almighty is not going to work 

miracles every minute in the day simply because 

you ask Him. The majority of sicknesses will be gradually 
healed. Make no mistake about that. God Almighty is not 

going to work miracles just for the sake of working a 

miracle. There is one respect in which some people in ZlON 

have gone to ridiculous extremes. One ought to live the 

passive life. As long as I can live the passive life I shall 

have good health and will be strong. 
Whenever I am sick—and I have been sick a number 

of times in my life. I spoke two and a half hours in Mel- 

bourne before a howling mob, and I did not sleep for three 

nights on account of the nervous strain; and I did not 

recover my voice properly for three months—I pray like 

this: “This body is yours, Father; I have consecrated it 

to you. All I want to do is to use it for your glory. Heal 

ny\ I will live the passive life.” I do not bother. When I 

eat my dinner I do not bother anything about it. When 

some of you eat your dinner you suffer pain after it. You 

get it sure. There is a good deal in eating for Christ’s sake, 
dressing and sleeping for Christ’s sake, doing everything 
for Christ’s sake. Live the passive life. 

Sickness Not Always Cauesd by a Sinful Heart 

I want to break Zion of some things. Every time 

somebody gets sick, don’t conclude he has committed some 

wilful sin. Take a Deacon in the church for whom I prayed 
this afternoon. When going to another city to hold a meet- 

ing he missed his way, and he got soakmg wet. Now he is 

very sick. Somebody hears that the-Deacon is very sick, 
and concludes that he must have committed some awful sin 

or he would not be sick. He lost his way Sunday and sat 

with his wet clothes on in the meeting. Now, there you are. 

Where is the awful sin coming in? (Voice—“Sitting in wet 

clothes.”) That was certainly an unwise thing. He vio- 
lated a law of health in doing that. 

Some men could go out like that and walk six miles in 
the wet and it would not hurt them—even some men who 
chew and smoke tobacco and eat pork. There have been 

things said too hard of the sick. A little more of the milk 
of kindness and a little less of magnifying failures, and 

especially when people are sick. That is not the time to 
scold them. That is when they need kind words and a lov- 

ing hand and a smile. I tell you the way of doing things in 
the past, many times, of digging people to pieces concern- 

ing their illness, is devilish. God Almighty is a loving God. 

I have prayed with lots of people and have never asked them 
a question. I went to see a poor sick man just before I was 

taken sick. I never asked him a question. I saw his con- 

dition, saw his suffering, and prayed with him and left him 
in peace. To go to a man in his condition and lecture him 
for half an hour, and preach a sermon, to my mind is cruel 
—very cruel. God does not want us to be in bondage. I 
like a happy religion. I believe in fun. (Laughter.) I be- 
lieve in getting all the fun out of this life I can. I tell you 
the more you laugh the longer you live. Why not? You do 
not want to be narrow and contracted. You do not want to 
live in a corner all the time. All some of you people need 
is a good earnest prayer and a good hearty laugh. (Amens.) 
When men and women get despondent and give up hope and 
sit around and mope, then I tell you they are in grave 
danger. This is a good, plain, common sense statement, 
Zion. I like to see people happy. If men and women do 

right they ought to be happy. 

“I Will, Be Thou Clean” 

Now, Jesus said to the leper, “I will.” That is the 
first miracle of healing in the Gospel of Matthew. 

That is a beautiful hymn, “I will, God helping me, I 
will be wholly Thine.” Oh, the singing we used to have in 
the Central Zion Tabernacle! We had some of the grandest 
congregational singing in the world. That is one of the 

hymns they used to sing so often. Oh, what a power it had 
in it! 

Jesus told the leper, “Tell no man.” He had several 
reasons for that. His time had not come. Every miracle 
Christ wrought, and every sermon He preached, simply 
stirred up the enemies to accomplish His death. Did you 
ever notice that the Christ, when He stirred up the enemies, 
instead of pouring oil on the troubled waters, put the prod 
to them still further. Take that sixth of John. He did it 
when they were troubled. Instead of explaining so as to 

help them out, He made it harder. A leader sometimes 
finds such a course necessary. Why? because that is the 

only way to determine whether people are of ZION or not. 
Elder Carey then pronounced the benediction. 

DIVINE HEALING MEETING 

PRAYER. 

O Thou gracious God, our Father, we thank Thee for 

Thy loving, tender watch-care over us since we last met to 

worship Thee. 
We bless Thee for thy precious Word, a portion of 

which we have studied each day; and have not only been 

instructed, but edified and lifted up and blessed. We thank 
Thee for Thy Son, our Savior, and for the Holy Spirit, our 

Comforter. We thank Thee, 0 God, for this another privi- 
lege this side of eternity, of assembling ourselves in this 

place of worship. We thank Thee for Thy goodness in per- 
mitting us to make known unto Thee our desires, to worship 
Thee, and to read and study Thy Word, and to sing hymns 
of praise. Meet Thou with us; be Thou very near, and may 
we realize as never before the blessedness of thy presence in 
our midst. 0 God, our Father, we desire that Thou shalt 
be exalted. This afternoon bless every one present. If 
there is one in our midst who is unsaved, may an arrow of 

i truth be hurled that shall pierce the heart of such an one, 
and may he cry out, “What shall I do to be saved?” 

0 God, hear us for the sick, the afflicted and diseased, 
| and remember the old* the blind, and the deaf, and get for 

Thyself great glory among the children of men. Now give 
us a good afternoon, and Thy name shall have all the praise, 
through Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

While still bowed in prayer Hymn No. 223, “Nearer 
My God to Thee,” was sung softly. Hymn No. 39, “At The 
Cross,” was also sung. 

The first Psalm was read. 
General Overseer—You will observe that the first 

three verses describe to us the righteous man, and the next 
three verses the ungodly man. In the first verse you have 
the three postures of walking, standing, and sitting, and 
they are presented in regular order. The young man, first 
of all, when he comes in contact with the ungodly, hears 
their advice or their counsel, and he is invited to smoke or to 
drink, or to indulge in some other evil. That is the begin- 
ning. He walks “in the counsel of the ungodly,” and then, 
the next place you see him is in front of the saloon, or some 

other questionable resort, standing “in the way of sinners,” 
and all the people around him will be sinners. Then the 
next thing you find he will have lost all respect for religion, 

| the respect that was instilled into his mind and heart per- 

j haps by a godly mother, or a godly father, in his boyhood 
days, and you will find him sitting “in the seat of the 

! scornful.” The order is “walking in the counsel of the un- 

godly,” “standing in the way of sinners,” “sitting in the 
seat of the scornful.” 

There are a great many scorners at the present time, 
and you will find even in Shiloh Tabernacle when a man is 

| portraying the awful sufferings of the Christ, persons who 

I are frivolous and hilarious and unconcerned. 
Now, of course, we must not fret; we can’t have perfec- 

tion, and none of us are angels. We all have our wrinkles 
and our shortcomings, and we must always see as much good 
in every person as we possibly can; and I am sure that God 
is willing to recognize any good that there is in a man, no 

! matter how little that good may be. 

The Righteous Man Delights in God’s Law 

Now, a righteous man delights in the law of the Lord, 
according to the second verse of the first Psalm. The law 
of the Lord. I suppose it would be quite appropriate for 
you to put it now that the righteous man delights in the 
Word of God. It is a safe delight. 

The Righteous As a Tree by Rivers of Water 

There is a very beautiful figure used here to describe 
the righteous. He is like the tree planted by the rivers of 

water. You know a tree must have, among other things, 
moisture. And if there is a lack of moisture the tree can 

not grow, but it will wither away and die. The figure 
presented by the Psalmist is that of a tree planted by a 

stream of water; a tree that is growing, whose leaf never 

withers because it has plenty of moisture; and a tree that 

bears fruit in its season. Then there is the statement that 

“whatsoever a righteous man does he shall prosper.” 
The third verse portrays the wicked. “The ungodly 

are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind driveth 
away;” and how true that is. No doubt we have all known 

men whose very names we would be glad to forget, because 
of their wickedness; perhaps because of their profanity, or 

it may be drunkenness, or cruelty, or some other great sin. 

Now the statement that the ungodly shall not stand in the 

judgment does not mean that they will not be brought to 

judgmemt, but the meaning is that they shall not stand in the 

sense that they shall fall or that they shall be condemned. 
Sinners have no part or lot with the righteous. “For the 

Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, but the way of the 

ungodly shall perish.” 
____ 

Be Ye .Tender-hearted One Toward Another 

I believe in being very tender-hearted, and very kind, 
and very merciful. These are the attributes of God the 

Father; but we must not forget that God the Almighty is 

not only the God of love and mercy, but that He is the God 

of judgment, and that He will not always chide, neither will 

He keep His anger forever. And I am afraid that some 

people become so loving that they close their eyes to inqiuity 
and are inclined to cover up sin and to pass a great many 

things by that ought not to be passed by. 

God Exercises Jurisdiction Over Men 

Here is another thought. God the Almighty does exer- 

cise great jurisdiction over the affairs of men, and especially 
over His own work. And God knows what He is doing. 
He is longsuffering and merciful, but there comes a time 
when God will set aside individuals; when He will permit 
them to be set aside because they are a hindrance to the pro- 
gress of His work. Now, if God in His all-wise Providence 

permits certain things to come to pass to take out of this or- 

ganization men and women who have joined themselves to 
the world and who have never had any Zion in them,* what 

right have I, what right have you, to try to prop them up? 
We have no right. 

The Readiness of Christ to Heal 

This afternoon the lesson will be found in the eighth 
chapter of Matthew, beginning with the fifth verse. 

“And when he was entered into Capernaum, there came 

unto Him a centurion, beseeching Him, and saying, Lord, my 
servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 

“And He saith unto him, I will come and heal him.” 
You will observe that in the story of the healing of the 

leper Jesus said “I will,” and in this story of the healing of 
the centurion’s servant you have the same word, “I will;” 
so that we may say this “I will” is the response of the Savior 
to legitimate, earnest request, and to the exercise of proper j 
faith. 

“I will come and heal him.” “The centurion answered 
and said, Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldest come 

under my roof: but speak the word only and my servant shall 
be healed.” 

Some Interesting Centurions 

There are some very interesting references in the New 
Testament to centurions, and before citing these references I 
would have you bear in mind that a centurion was a heathen, 
a Gentile, and it was a very remarkable thing to find a 

heathen or a Gentile interested in the ministry of Jesus 
Christ. In order to test your knowledge of the Scriptures 
I will ask you to give me another striking case recorded in 
the Gospel according to Matthew concerning a centurion. 
Now who will be the first one to answer, something very 
striking about the centurion mentioned in another chapter 
by Matthew? 

I would have you remember that one reference to a cen- 

turion is in the eighth chapter of the Gospel according to 
Matthew and there is another very striking reference in the 
twenty-seventh chapter, where the centurion, ,stood and 
watched the Christ being crucified, and after the convulsions 
in nature, and other striking things which took place the 
centurion, as it would seem from the record, accepted Jesus 
as Christ and gave himself to God. 

You will find that centurion means “ruler over one hun- 
dred.” The word century means one hundred. A centur- 
ion was a man who had charge of one hundred soldiers. 

There are two other striking references to a centurion 
in the New Testament. One is in the tenth chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles. Cornelius was a centurion, and that 
is a very remarkable story. There is another reference to 
a centurion. I wonder where that is. Anybody? (Ans- 
wer, “The shipwreck.”) That is right. That is just like 
an Australian, to know her Bible. What chapter is it? In 
the twenty-eighth chapter of the Acts, sixteenth verse. We 
will see. No. that is another reference. There is a refer- 
ence about a shipwreck in the twenty-seventh chapter and 
eleventh verse. There are several references in this chapter. 
Forty-third verse. “But the centurion, willing to save 

Paul, kept them from their purpose, and commanded that 
they who could swim should cast themselves first overboard, 
and get to land.” 

The Silent Influence of Christ’s Life 

The remarkable thing about these references is that 
these centurions were Romans. They were Gentiles; they 
were heathen. This centurion that came to Christ was a 

man in charge of a hundred soldiers and he was a Roman. 
He was brought up in the heathen religion, but there is one 

thing we learn about him. What had he done with the Jews 
in Capernaum? He had built them a synagogue. Now, 
generally speaking, a man would not have built a synagogue 
for the Jews unless he had some interest in the people. He 
would not be likely to do it for mere show, but he did it 
because he had an interest in the Jews and their religion. 

He went to Christ and he besought Him for whom? for 
himself? He sought healing for his servant. The custom 
was to treat a servant about the way they treat a dog, and 
they were not permitted to have anything more than was 

actually necessary for them to do their work. So it must 

have been the influence of the teachings of Christ which, 
in some way, had reached this man, that had led him to vary 
from the general practice, and he showed a great interest 
in his servant by the way he came to Jesus and besought 
Him to heal him. What was the affliction of his servant? 
Palsy. What did He say? He said, “I will come and heal 
him.” Was it necessary that Christ go to see him in order 
to heal him? (Voices—“No.”) 

Did the centurion realize that it was not necessary? 
Yes; he showed great faith in the Christ by His statements. 
What was the principal reason why the centurion did not 
want Christ to come into his house? He was not worthy. 
That was the spirit of humility. There are some people, 
there may not be many, who seem to think that Jesus Christ 
ought to consider it a great honor that they take some notice 
of Him, and they act as though a minister in Zion ought to 
consider it a great honor to have them come to one of their 
meetings. That is the spirit of pride and of haughtiness! 

I 

The True Minister of the Gospel Can Know No Color 
Line 

A minister of the Gospel is called to minister to all men 

regardless of color or of position and he has no right to 
make any difference, none whatever. I always noticed this, 
that on any particular occasion where an announcement was 
made where prominent people had been baptized that most 
of them resigned in a very short time, and one of them in a 
few days; and that way of doing things was always displeas- 
ing to God. The idea of a minister of the Gospel talking 
about baptizing people of prominence! In the day of judg- 
ment many things will be reversed and some people who 
have been heard of a great many times here will never be 
heard of there; but a great many who have not been noticed 
here God will know them. It means a great deal for a 
worker in the Master’s vineyard to keep himself free from 
these things and to retain the favor of God his Father. 

The Humble Spirit Can Always Get Close to God 

The centurion did not feel that he was worthy for the 
Christ to come inside his house and he showed his great faith 
when he said, “If you will only say the word.” He knew by 
the Word of God the world had been created and the heavens 
and the sea. He knew when God said, “Let there be light,” 
that there was light, and all the way through Genesis where 
we have the account of the creation God spoke and it was 

done; and just so it was when He was here on the earth, and 
just so it is now. 

Before God’s Word, Evil Must Depart 

At the Word of God, disease must go; at the word of 
God, demons must flee; at the word of God, deliverance must 
come; and if you will only speak the word it shall be done. 
There is where the centurion showed his great faith. He 
said, “I am under authority.” He was very different from 
some in Zion City. We have a few that can not talk five 
minutes without saying something about freedom. 

But this man was “under authority,” and he does not 
seem to make any complaints about it. I do not see any 
here. That was one of the chief characteristics of the 
Roman. He was for authority, and the great Roman empire 
was held together by this respect for authority and its strict 

discipline, and every Roman was taught to come “under 

authority;” and every man who became a great leader in the 

army was a man who had proven himself a capable follower. 
I say no man ought to be placed in authority who has not 

proved himself a good follower, and if a man does not know 
how to follow he does not know how to lead. 

He was “a man under authority.” He had soldiers 
under his direction and he said to this man “Come,” and he 

says, “I will do as I please about it?” and to another man 

“Go” and he says, “I will be along next week if I feel like it.” 

No; that is not the way it reads; “I say to this man, Come, 
and he cometh, and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.” 

Humanity Needs to Have Instilled the Spirit of 

Obedience 

I tell you, John Alexander Dowie was right in the great 
talks that he used to give in instilling the spirit of obedience 
into the hearts of the people. (Amen.) There is no neces- 

sity for any talk to this people “to make a strike for liberty 
and the right of free speech.” The rank and file of human- 

ity will aways demand all that is necessary without any ex- 

hortation to take it. What we need to be taught is the spirit 
of true obedience. There is a great joy in being obedient. 
There is a great joy in doing that which is right. There is 

no joy in having license, and now there is just the trouble. 
Just the trouble. And Satan, in his great efforts to destroy 
Zion, is wrecking a number of people by getting them to a 

place where they openly say, “We do not believe in any 

authority; and I will never, never submit to any authority; 
and I will never follow any man or men.” 

Zion does not want to go back to the wretched old “com- 

mittee” business; and simply because one man, who did a 

mighty work for God, made some mistakes, that does not 

necessarily prove that another man is going to make the 

same mistakes. Be on your guard against the Devil, for he 

will try to destroy the soldiers of Christ who witness against 
his kingdom. 

Christ Marveled at the Centurion’s Faith 

“Now when Jesus heard it, he marveled.” Here you 
have a glimpse of the humanity of Christ. Christ as the 

Son of God did not marvel at this. No, because when you 
read all that is written concerning the Son of God there 

would be nothing in this to make Him marvel, but it was as 

the Son of Man that He marveled at the statement of th® 

centurion. “Then he turned to them that followed and said, 
I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. It was in 

Israel where Christ had a right to expect great faith; but 

there are only two cases where Christ marveled at the great 
faith displayed. One other was the Syrophonecian woman. 

She was a heathen, wasn’t she? Is that not often true 

today: that you will find men outside of the churches who 
will respond more quickly to the Gospel command and show 

greater faith than those in the churches? 

That is true! 
In the eleventh and twelfth verses Christ makes a state- 

ment which might be called a prophecy, and in the thir- 
teenth He “said unto the Centurion, Go thy way; and as thou 
hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was 

healed in the selfsame hour.” 
(To be Continued), 


