
Tabernacle Addresses 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

The Sermon on the Mount 

After the Processional, “Who Is on the Lord’s Side?” 

and the singing of Hymn No. 408, “He Leadeth Me,” the 

General Overseer read the Scripture lesson from Colossians, 
Third Chapter, and commented as follows: 

At fifth verse: “Mortify therefore your members”— 

that is, put them to death—“Put to death your members 

which are upon the earth.” 
At twenty-fifth verse, adding after the words, “and 

there is no respect of persons,” the words, “with God.” 

Prelude 

\| 
General Overseer : I regard this chapter as one of 

the most remarkable and significant in all of Paul’s letters. 

It is very rich in thought, and is full of suggestions which, 
if heeded, will lift everyone nearer to God. You will observe 

that the Apostle Paul in his ministry proceeded with very 

great care, and he did not exhort the unconverted, the un- 

saved one, who had never been born from above, to live in 

accordance with the high standard which Jesus had estab- 

lished ; therefore he says: 
“If ye, then, be risen with Christ, seek those things 

which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 

God.” 
He would not think of asking individuals who had not 

been crucified and resurrected to seek the things that are 

above. God is a God of order and not of confusion. There 

are some in this audience today who need, first of all, a ser- 

mon on genuine repentance. There are some who can truth- 

fully say: 
“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not 

I, but Christ liveth in me.” 
As to whether you love God, and Jesus Christ His Son, 

your conduct will determine. Your love for God and His 

Son will be shown by your obedience. I must confess, after 

wide observation and some experience, that, for the most 

part, the people are in active rebellion against God; and they 
resent, upon the part of anybody, any interference with the 

flesh, or with them doing as they like, and going as they 
please. The rank and file of men and women will be heard 

saying, “I propose to think as I like.” The man who thinks 

as he likes is on the straight road to hell every time, for 

the thoughts of the carnal, unconverted man are not the 

thoughts of God the Almighty. 

A Proof of the New Birth 

One of the proofs that a man is born from above is that 

his affections will be on things above, and not on things on 

the earth. 
As you go down the streets of a city like Chicago, and 

see the hurry and the scurry, the hustle and the bustle, one 

cannot help saying, “If those who profess to be Christians 

had a thousandth part as much enthusiasm, earnestness, 
and devotion to the principles of the Kingdom of God as 

the people you see in Chicago have in their worldly pursuits, 
the Millennium would soon be ushered in.” If professing 
Christians had a thousandth part of the enthusiasm that 

men of the world had yesterday in supporting their favorite 

candidates, the whole world would soon be stirred from 

center to circumference. 
The test that Paul puts here is simply this, that a man 

who is rasied from the dead —that is, the man who has 

died unto sin, died unto himself — will seek the things that 

are above, and will set his affections upon things above, and 

not upon the things on the earth. 
t 

Money a God 

Where are the affections of the vast majority of the peo- 

ple today? You will find they are upon money. They will 

sacrifice health, honor, and principle in order to get gold. 
Their affections are upon houses and land's; upon things 
worldly, material, and perishing; and you will find here and 

there a man whose affections are truly set upon things 
above. 

I would like to see this audience sustain a great loss 

this afternoon. I would like all of you to lose many things, 
and go out of this Tabernacle without them. We will not 

offer any reward for them, for we do not want to find them. 

What a blessed thing if you all would lose your selfishness, 
and never be able to find it again. What a blessed thing if 
you all would lose pride, and never be able to find it any 

more. What a blessed thing it would be if you were able 

to lose your covetousness, and never find it any more; to lose 

everything that is not of God. So I pray you will all sus- 

tain a great loss, and if some of you lose all you ought to | 

lose, you would have very little left. 
That is the only way to get “the pearl of great price.” 

That is the only way to find God, who is all-sufficient for 

every need of life. 

The Old Nature Deceptive 

I do not propose to live in a fool’s paradise. It is bad 

enough for a man to be the dupe of somebody else, but it is 
far worse for a man to be the dupe of himself. A lot of 

dupes in this world dupe themselves, making themselves 
believe that they are pretty good fellows, and that if they 
were to pass away they would go to heaven all right. They 
deceive themselves, thinking they are Christians, when deep 

down in their hearts they know they have scarcely one single 
mark of a child of God. My honest conviction is that there 
are very few Christians in this world: they are so few that, 
comparatively and emphatically speaking, it would not take 

very many hands to furnish thumbs and finger enough to 
count them on. There are plenty of “nominal” Christians, 
but real, down-right, earnest, whole-hearted Christians are 

very scarce. 

If you think there is not still a lot of the “old man” 
and the “old woman” yet alive, just step on their toes a tiny 
little bit, and you will see the “old man” come out in short 
order. The Word of God says the “old man” should be put 
to death; so should the “old woman,” and she would not talk 

any more. The “old man” would then not lie, cheat, steal 

any more, but he would become a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. 

Paul simply says in plain words that you are to put to 

death, to crucify, your members which are upon the earth. 
There is one thing certain, there is a great battle going on 

today in the life of each person, and if you do not have the 

victory you are going to suffer defeat; and there are some 

who are battling with pride, and an awful conflict is rag- 

ing, and it is hard to tell now who is going to get the vic- 

tory in the conflict. 
Others are fighting a terrible battle with an uncon- 

trolable temper. They go off like a lucifer match. You 
need only to touch them, or cross them, and they are like 

spoiled children. If they do not get the victory over that 

temper, the temper will get the victory over them, and ruin 
them. There are those fighting a great battle against 
covetousness. Some people want to put their hands on 

everything in sight. They are coveting all the lands, and 
all the houses, and all the gold, and they will sacrifice family, 
health, and trample principle under their feet in order to 

gratify their covetous desire. 
These illustrate the conflicts that are going on in the 

lives of men. Others are fighting an awful battle with ap- 

petite. How many thousands of men today, who were 

drunk last night, and are just recovering, are saying to 

themselves, some to their wives, some to mothers, some to 

children, “I will never drink again.” They mean it, but in 
their own strength they cannot carry out the resolution. 
It is only by the power of God that they can gain the 
victory. 

What awful battles are being fought today against 
appetite — slaves to appetite. Yet when Zion talks about 

authority and obedience you will hear men say, “I am my 
own master; I will obey nobody.” 

That very same man will listen deliberately to a dirty, 
stinking old pipe laying on the shelf, and it will say to him 

manj? times a day, “I am your master. You just come and 
take me, and fill me up with tobacco, put a light to me and 
smoke me.” When you talk to that man about the dirty, 
stinking habit, he will say, “Yes, I cannot quit it.” Who is 
the boss, the two-legged, six-foot man, or the dirty cob 

pipe on the mantle shelf? Other men are slaves to the 
chewing habit. They say to their wives, “I quit yesterday 
for a whole day,” expecting their wives to pat them on the 
back because they conquered for one day. That tobacco 

plug says, “Take me in hand, bite me, chew me, and spit me 

around.” Who is the boss? 

“Whom ye Obey, His Servants ye Are” 
i 
: i 

Everybody obeys somebody, and if they are not obey- j 
ing God, they are obeying the Devil. Some men obey their i 

wives, trotting around just like a poodle dog; some in Zion | 
City do that, and do not dare to call their lives their own. | 
If they want a straw hat they have to ask their wives. I 

always laugh at those men who say they will not obey any- 

body. They say they are “free men.” Those who talk about j 
being free men are the worst slaves in Christendom. 

Lying a Paramount Sin of the Age 

Paul says you have to put all things to death; if you 
do not they will put you to death. He exhorts “to put away 

anger.” (How quickly some people become angry!) “wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth, 
lie not one to another.” It seems to me sometimes that very 
rapidly the whole human family is being brought into this 
habit of lying. That is the way it looks to me. I think the 
hardest person in the world to convert is a liar; it is harder 
than converting a thief. You can catch a thief, but a liar 

you cannot catch, unless you catch him as Peter did Ananias 
and Sapphira. They lied to the Holy Ghost. May God help 
us to stem the tide. Liars are becoming very numerous, 

and the rank and file of business men think no more of 

standing up and telling you a lie about their goods than 

they would of taking a drink of water. If you do not be- 
lieve it, just go around to a dozen firms in the same busi- 

ness, and you will find that they all think the other fellow 

is an awful liar, and he thinks that fellow is a liar. Both 

of them are right. It is the spirit of the age. Beneath all 

this lying is the greed for money. 
“Seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 
“And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 

knowledge after the image of Him that created him.” 

Exhortations to Husbands, Wives, Children, and 

Servants 

Then follow a number of wonderful exhortations; then 

the closing part of the chapter is an exhortation to wives. 

Wives should obey their husbands in the Lord. God, 
in instituting the family, made the man the head of the 

house. Husbands are exhorted to love their wives, and not 

to be bitter against them; and children, to obey their par- j 
ents; the fathers not to provoke their children to anger; 
servants to obey their masters in all things, not with eye- 

service as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart, serving 
God. ; 

“Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto me.” 

A man or a woman who will spruce up and be very 
active when the “boss” is around, and dilly-dally when the 
boss is away, is one of the greatest sinners that lives. We 

want, in Zion, from head to foot, in every department of all 
Zion’s institutions, men and women who will serve with an 

eye single to God’s glory, and not for the purpose of pleas- 
ing the manager. Then you will have a whole-hearted 
service. 

May God bless the reading of His Word. 

After singing “Brightly Gleams our Banner,” by the 
Junior Choir, then General Supplication, and the prayer 

requests were presented before the Throne of Grace. 
While the Tithes and Offerings were being received, 

Hymn No. 5, “I Know Whom I Have Believed,” was sung. 
The White-Robed Choir then sang the Anthem “The 

Spacious Firmament on High,” after which the General 
Overseer gave the following address: 

Address by General Overseer 

My text this afternoon, you will find in the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew, fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters. 

It is so long that I will not take the time to read it, but 
will ask you, as a preparation for this series of sermons on 

the Sermon on the Mount, to read it for yourselves. 
It is my purpose in this first address — an introduc- 

tory address — to deal with the Sermon on the Mount in 
a general way, and then,- continuing week after week, I 
shall take up each paragraph and use it as the basis of an 

address. 
The fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of the Gospel 

according to Matthew are known to all the Bible students, 
and to every child who has had a little instruction in the 
Bible, as the Sermon on the Mount. 

Already Judea had been startled by the proclamation 
that a new order of things was at hand. Multitudes flocked 
to listen to John the Baptist, and to be baptized at his hands. 
There were two reasons for that. The first was the at- 
traction of the proclamation; and the second, the restive- 
ness of the people under their ruler, for the Jews, although 
they submitted, were never satisfied with the rule of Rome. 

Herod, who sat upon the throne when the Christ was 

born, was a usurper. His hands were stained with the 
blood of his nearest kin, and he was cruel-hearted and 

tyrannical, and therefore intensely hated by those who sub- 
mitted to him simply because they had to. 

The Constitution of the Kingdom of God 

So eager were they to receive the message that it is 

written, 
“The Kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence, and the 

violent take it by force.” 
This proclamation having been made by John the Bap- 

tist, and by Jesus the Christ, it now became necessary for 
Jesus to place before the prospective member of the King- 

dom, the Constitution, so to speak; and the Sermon on the 
Mount may very appropriately be called the Constitution of 
the Kingdom of God. 

It points out who may become members, the conditions 
of membership, and the blessings that will come upon those 
who are true and faithful. 

I propose now to analyze it, taking up the entire sermon 

paragraph by paragraph. 

(Continued next week.) 

THE BUILDING OF 
ZION CITY 

It will be six years March 1, 1917, since the 
purchase of Zion Estate. 

Six years is a long time—and yet many who 
rejoiced with us March 1, 1911, that Zion City 
did not pass into the hands of the world, have not, 
as yet, helped even one dollar for the establish- 
ment of this great and mighty work. 

On another page we have printed a partial 
list of OUTSIDE PROPERTIES listed with the 
General Office for sale. 

On Monday evening, October 30th, the of- 
ficers in Zion City will assemble in the Prayer 
Room of Shiloh Tabernacle and hold a special 
prayer service for the sale of these properties. 

We ask all who believe in a Zion City and 
are ready to help build a Zion City to join with us 

in prayer. 

All things are possible with God! 
All things are possible to him who belicvcth! 
Zion City will be built and the Bride will be 

prepared for the coming of the King. 
Will you have a part in it, and will you be 

ready for translation when the Lord appears V 
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