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SUPREME STRUGGLE BETWEEN LA- 
BOR AND CAPITAL ON ADAMSON 

LAW, NOW UNDER WAY 

Joint Congressional Committee Begins 
Investigation—Early Decision by Su- 
preme Court on Constitutionality 

of Law Sought 

The event which is now engrossing the at- 
tention of the American public more than any 
other is the gigantic struggle, already begun, 
between capital and labor in the railroad 
world, regarding the workings of the Adam- 
son eight-hour law. This measure, passed by 
congress in its closing hours at the urgent 
solicitation of President Wilson, served temp- 
orarily as a stop-gap; but the fight between 
railway managers and employes now has 
been resumed with increased bitterness. 

The National Council of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States met in Wash- 
ington on November 17, with hundreds of 
representatives of commercial organizations 
in attendance, to discuss the Adamson law 
from the standpoint of the nation’s business 
interests. 

The Newlands congressional joint commit- 
tee began its sessions on Thursday, Novem- 
ber 23, at which, it is expected, the greatest 
economic problems of recent years will be 
brought to the fore, not the least of which 
will be government control of railway and 
public utilities. The committee is required to 
report to congress on January 8. 

President Wilson has proposed supple- 
mentary legislation, particularly the bill pro- 
viding for the compulsory investigation of 
wage disputes, pending which a strike would 
be unlawful. It is believed by him that the 
compulsory investigation law should be 
passed as soon as possible, without reference 
to the results of the inquiry by the Newlands 
committee. 

The railway brotherhoods are vigorously 
opposing this proposed supplementary mea- 

sure, and in this they are joined by the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Legal skirmishing in the fight of the rail- 
roads of the United States against the Adam- 
son law was brought to a sudden issue, it is de- 
clared, on November 21, by a motion filed by 
the government in the United States District 
Court at Kansas City, which, it is hoped, 
will result in a decision on the constitution- 
ality of the law by the Supreme Court of the 
United States before January 1, when the 
law is to go into effect. 

The government’s motion, which was di- 
rected against the receivers for the Missouri, 
Oklahoma, and Gulf railroad, asks an imme- 
diate decision on the injunction petition filed 
by them, in which the Adamson law was at- 
tacked as unconstitutional, and an order re- 

quested forbidding its enforcement. The 
government contends that the injunction pe- 
tition should be dismissed, because the law is 
constitutional. 

Should the law be held unconstitutional, 
the government asks that the court direct the 
receivers for the railroad to join the govern- 
ment in getting the case advanced immedi- 
ately to the Supreme Court of the United 
States for final decision. 

Should the law be held constitutional, it is 
expected that the railroads will appeal from 
the decision in favor of the government, in 
an effort to stop the law’s decree before Jan- 
uary 1. 

In either case, the government plans to 
have the constitutionality of the law placed 
before the Supreme Court when that tribu- 
nal reconvenes December 4, and to urge that 
it be advanced for immediate hearing. 

Action in the case was begun on the in- 
junction petition of the Missouri, Oklahoma, 
and Gulf railway, rather than on similar 
petitions of scores of other roads, because of 
the fact that this company is in receiver- 
ship and under the direction of the federal 
court. 

ADAMSON EIGHT-HOUR LAW HELD UN 
CONSTITUTIONAL BY UNITED 

STATES DISTRICT COURT AT 
KANSAS CITY 

Since preparing the preceding article for 
publication, Judge William C. Hook, in the 
United States District Court at Kansas City, 
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has held the Adamson eight-hour law uncon- 

stitutional, in the case of the Missouri, Okla- 
homa, and Gulf railroad. 

Judge Hook directed the receivers of the 
road to enjoin the law from going into effect, 
to assist the government in expediting the 
case to the Supreme Court of the United 
States for final decision, and instructed them, 
through their attorneys, to invite the repre- 
sentatives of every railroad in this country 
to participate in the hearing before the high- 
est court in the land. 

A transcript of this case will be filed with 
the Supreme Court before it reconvenes De- 
cember 4. 

EMPEROR FRANCIS JOSEPH OF AUS- 
TRIA DIES 

Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria died, 
on November 21, at Schoenbrunn Castle, 
Vienna. His reign was one of the longest in 
history. 

At the age of nineteen, he ascended the 
throne of Austria, upon the abdication of his 
uncle, Ferdinand I., December 2, 1848. His 
death today ends an active reign of sixty- 
eight years. 

The Chicago Tribune says: 
“Tradition says that Pharoah ruled for 

ninety-nine years and there is the more 
credible instance of Ramises II., Seostris 
of the Greeks, whose reign is reputed to have 
covered sixty-seven years. 

“But in recorded history there certainly 
has been no reign equal in period of time 
to that of the Hapsburg which closed to- 
day. Louis XIV. of France was nominally 
king for seventy-two years. He actually oc- 

cupied the throne for little more than half 
a century. A closer rival and the only one of 
modern times, was Queen Victoria, who 
reigned for sixty-four years.” 

CRAIOVA TAKEN BY AUSTRO- 
GERMANS 

Roumanian Army in Wallachia in Danger 
of Being Outflanked — Bucharest 

Threatened 

Sweeping into Wallachia, a southern pro- 
vince of Roumania, Austro-German troops, 
commanded by General von Falkenhayn, ac- 

complished the capture, on November 21, of 
Craiova, the capital city of the province. 

Craiova is about eighty miles south of the 
Transylvanian border, and less than forty 
miles north of the Bulgarian frontier. It is 
situated on the railway line leading directly 
to Bucharest, the Roumanian capital. 

The Roumanian army in Wallachia is be- 
lieved to be in the greatest danger of being 
outflanked. General von Falkenhavn, with 
a force estimated at 500,000 men, is sweep- 
ing around to the south of Craiova, steadily 
lessening the gap through which they might 
retreat. The only hope for the relief of the 
Roumanian army lies in the hammering of 
the Russians against the Austro-German 
forces on the east, although Berlin claims 
that the Russian attacks in this region have 
been repulsed. 

It is believed that the capture of Craiova 
has placed Bucharest in imminent danger. 

This sudden movement of General von Fal- 
kenhayn is regarded as one of the most vig- 
orous and brilliant exploits of the war, al- 
though it has not yet shown decisive results. 

Monastir Retaken by Allies 

French troops occupied Monastir, Mace- 
donia’s greatest stronghold, on November 20, 
after two furious battles south and east of 
the city. The Bulgarian and German troops, 
after a crushing defeat, are reported to have 
retreated in disorder in the direction of 
Prilep, to the north. 

The capture of Monastir is said to have 
occurred just a year to a day following its oc- 

cupation by the Bulgars. Its restoration to 
Serbia would have caused great rejoicing 
among allied troops had its recapture not 
been largely overshadowed by the Austro- 
German success in Wallachia the following 
day. 

HUGHES CONGRATULATES WILSON 
Charles E. Hughes, Republican candidate 

for president in the recent election, sent the 
following telegram to President Wilson on 
November 22: 

“Because of the closeness of the vote, I 
have awaited the official count in California; 
and now that it virtually has been completed, 
permit me to extend to you my congratula- 
tions upon your reelection. I desire also to 
express my best wishes for a successful ad- 
ministration.” 

BRITANNIC SUNK 

Sinking of the British hospital ship Britan- 
nic by a mine or torpedo in the Aegean Sea 
is officially announced by London. 

It is understood that this steamer was the 
White Star liner Bntannic, the largest of the 
White Star fleet, which has been in use by 
the British government as a hospital ship. 

About'fifty lives are reported lost, although 
details are lacking. There were 1,106 sur- 

vivors, of whom twenty-eight were injured. 
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CHICAGO BANK MAKES LOAN TO 
CHINESE REPUBLIC 

$155,000,000 In Loans to Foreign Govern- 
ments Announced During the Six Busi- 

ness Days of Last Week 

The Continental and Commercial National 
Bank of Chicago concluded a loan with the 
Chinese government on November 16, of $5,- 
000,000 for three years at six per cent. The 
loan is said to be the first international credit 
negotiated by a Chicago bank. The papers 
were signed in Washington by Arthur Rey- 
nolds for the bank, and by Dr. V. K. Welling- 
ton Koo, the Chinese minister. 

The loan is a direct obligation of the 
Chinese republic, and is secured, both as to 
principal and interest, by the revenue de- 
rived from the tobacco and wine taxes. 

A number of previously proposed loans to 
China by American capitalists were frus- 
trated, when President Wilson made it clear 
that American armed force would not be em- 

ployed to guarantee payment. 
The attitude of the administration, it is 

claimed by officials of the state department, 
has not changed. Secretary Lansing, how- 
ever, has expressed gratification that citizens 
of the United States have been able to ex- 
tend financial assistance to the Chinese re- 

public. 
Chicago, as a result of the loan, has been 

placed on the international, financial, indus- 
trial, and commercial map. 

While this loan is not a large one in dol- 
lars, compared with many international 
loans, it is believed to be the forerunner of 
other similar loans. It is also realized that 
Chinese credit has advanced greatly as a re- 
sult. 

Another big loan of from $50,000,000 to 
$100,000,000 is being negotiated with the 
Argentine republic, in New York and Chi- 
cago. 

During the six days of last week, $155,- 
000,000 in loans to foreign governments was 
announced. $100,000,000 was in the form of 
treasury bills to the British and French 
governments, $50,000,000 in a five-year loan 
to Russia, and the remaining $5,000,000 was 
loaned to China. 
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GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF FOOD 
SANCTIONED BY PEOPLE OF GREAT 

BRITAIN 
No other government announcement in 

Great Britain during the war has com- 
manded such immediate and almost un- 
animous support, it is said, as has the plan 
outlined in parliament on November 15 by 

Walter Runciman, president of the board of 
trade, to control food-stuffs and prices. 

Virtually the entire press welcomes the 
scheme. Almost the only criticism expressed 
is that the authorities should have taken 
charge of the nation’s food supply long ago. 

Runciman’s announcement was purely pre- 
liminary, and it is claimed that he did not 
reveal all the steps of control which the gov- 
ernment has determined upon. 

The food dictatorship, it is said, eventually 
may outdo even the thoroughness of the Ger- 
man system. 

WOMAN SETS NEW AEROPLANE 
FLIGHT RECORD OF AMERICA 

In a small Curtiss biplane, of a type long 
considered obsolete, Miss Ruth Law last 
week captured the long-distance sustained 
aeroplane flight record of America. 

On the morning of November 19, she left 
Grant Park, Chicago, at 7:25, and landed 
at Hornell, New York at 1:32 p. m., — a dis- 
tance of approximately 680 miles, which she 
traversed at an average speed of 113 miles 
an hour. The total sustained flight was six 
hours and seven minutes. 

The aviatrix was compelled to land to pro- 
cure a new fuel supply. 

Again rising at 3:24 p. m., she continued 
on her way, until compelled by darkness to 
descend at Binghampton, New York. The 
total distance for the day was 750 miles. 

The following morning, she completed her 
journey to Governor’s Island, New York, 
having flown 840 miles from Chicago. 

Miss Law outdid Victor Carlstrom, who 
attempted a similar feat November 2. After 
leaving Chicago, he landed at Erie, Pennsyl- 
vania—a distance of 452 miles — which he 
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