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The Sermon on the Mount 

(Continued from last week) 

The Introduction to Christ’s Address 

f 
The introduction is very short. Multitudes surrounded 

the Christ; some of them from a good motive, some of them 
from a bad motive. He went up into a mountain, and He 
sat down. In those times, in the synagogues, when they 
read the Word of God, they stood up; when they expounded 
the Word, they sat down. 

The next thing He did was to open His mouth; and the 

expression used here signifies that He had something to say, 
and that He was in a position to say it authoritatively. 

Beatitudes, or Constitution Divisions 

Next, He taught them, and the first section of this 
Sermon we designate the Beatitudes, or the blessings — 

there are nine of them — I shall deal with them at length, 
at the proper time. 

A blessing is pronounced upon the poor in spirit; upon 
all who mourn; upon the meek; upon those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness; upon the merciful; upon 
the pure in heart; upon the peacemakers; upon the per- 
secuted ; and upon the reviled. 

Christ’s Apostles Called “Light” and “Salt” 

Following these Beatitudes we have two of the most re- 

markable and egotistical statements Christ ever made. He 

said to His Apostles, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” 
Think for a moment of twelve men, many of them 

humble fishermen, one of them a tax-gather, being “the salt 

# of the earth!” How the Scribes and the Pharisees and Sad- 

ducees must have smiled. They represented all that was 

respectable (?) in the religious world at that time. They 
were the chief ministers in the Temple at Jerusalem. They 
were the shining (?) lights in the synagogue. They were 

the interpreters of the law. They were, in short, what the 

popular divines are at the present time; and yet Jesus 

said to His disciples—to those humble Apostles—“Ye 
are the salt of the earth;” “Ye are the light of the world;” 
and it was true. 

» Light to Shine — Righteousness To Be Great 
i 

Then He proceeds to exhort them to let their light 
shine, not to put it under a bushel; and He points out that 

their righteousness must exceed the righteousness of the 

Scribes and Pharisees. 

Ritualistic Tendencies 

The Pharisees were the ritualists of their day. They 
dressed in long flowing robes. They broadened their phy- 
lacteries. They stood on the street corners and sounded 
a trumpet when they prayed. They did everything for 

show, to be seen of men. There are today ministers, choir 
conductors, members of choirs, ushers, in fashionable 
churches who do everything they do to make a show and to 

be seen of men. 

Christ said, “Except your righteousness exceeds their 

righteousness, ye shall in no wise enter into the Kingdom 

of Heaven.” 

The Sixth Commandment Enlarged 

He then takes up the question of murder. Under the 

old Mosaic law in the Ten Commandments, the people had 

been told “Thou shalt do no murder,” but Jesus the Christ, 
for the first time, points out that murder does not consist 

alone in the overt act of taking life, but that a man may be 

a murderer who never takes life; that murder is in the 

heart, and he who is angry with his brother shall be in 

danger of the judgment, and that whosoever shall say 

“Raca” — thou vain and empty fellow — “shall be in danger 
of the Council.” “Whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall 
be in danger of hell fire.” 

Peace With Men to Precede Peace With God 

Then He brings before them the absolute necessity of 

getting right with men before you can get right with God, 
saying if a man brings his gift to the altar, and there re- 

membereth his brother has aught against him, he should 
leave his gift, and go and be reconciled to his brother, and 
then come and offer his gift. 

I have known members of some churches not to speak 
to each other for years. I wonder now what kind of a 

preacher must have been preaching to those people. Would 
I permit two persons to belong to this Church and not to 

speak to each other? Certainly not; by no manner of 

means. How can you love God whom you have not seen, 
if you hate your brother whom you have seen? 

“He that hateth his brother is”—what? 
Voices: “A murderer.” 
A noted infidel once said to a certain preacher, who 

was having what they called a very successful revival, when 

different men in the neighborhood were professing to be 

converted, and some of them owed everybody money in the 

neighborhood, “What kind of religion have you got in your 

church? If Brown owes Jones $10, and he professes con- 

version, and tells God he has repented, but never goes to 
Jones and pays the $10, will his so-called repentance before 
God pay Jones his $10?” 

The kind of Christianity that counts is the kind that 
leads to practical results, and Zion’s hope of being used of 
God is to get close to God, and obey His Word, and by 
being truthful to all men, and strictly honest in every trans- 
action. 

Zion can become a mighty power in every particular. 
Zion can become a mighty power in the Commercial world,- 
in the Political world, and in the Ecclesiastical and Educa- 
tional world. All that Zion needs today in the Commer- 
cial world is to turn her face like flint against all the crimes 
of the commercial world. 

Commercial Rascality 

When I was in-, they had a Royal Commission 
for the purpose of investigating the adulteration of food 

stuffs, manufactured goods, and commercial rascality in 

general. One of the men they had up was at the head of 
a large manufacturing establishment where they manufac- 
tured jams and jellies, and I do not know what else. This 
man was one of the foremost Methodists in-, and 
the Royal Commission found, on investigation, that he was 

putting upon the market jams and jellies that were as great 
a fraud as was possible for any scoundrel out of the peni- 
tentiary to perpetrate. In their report they severely re- 

primanded him. In an editoral note one of the papers in- 
timated that he was not very much of an honor to the Metho- 
dist Church. Of the many samples of raspberry vinegar 
they examined, they found only two or three that were any- 

thing like pure. Some of the leading companies that were 

making raspberry vinegar were manufacturing it absolutely 
out of chemicals, coal-tar being one of the principal ingre- 
dients. As I remarked from the platform of Zion Taber- 
nacle after reading the report, the raspberry vinegar would 
not know a raspberry if it met it in the street. (Laughter ) 

Another Royal Commission that examined woolen 
blankets found that the greatest frauds were being practiced. 
One gentleman on the witness stand said to the Royal Com- 

mission, “If you will bring to me certain woolen blankets I 
will mention, I will take them to pieces before your eyes 
and show you that they are nine-tenths cotton, and yet 
they are sold for all-wool blankets.” 

They also examined so-called linen collars, and they 
found that many of the leading firms were putting off on- 

to the people for linen collars those that were two-thirds 
cotton. 

I remember one occasion when a certain baker in one 

of the suburbs of-was fined over £200 one morning 
(as nearly as I remember, it amounted to $1200) for selling 
underweight bread. 

What was disclosed by that Royal Commission there is 
true all over the United States, and all over the world, and 
as a certain critic of Washington, D. C., says, “If the busi- 
ness men of the United States had their just deserts, ninety- 
eight per cent of them would be in the penitentiary.” 

Zion Can Succeed Commercially by Being Honest 

All Zion has to do in starting her institutions is to be 
truthful and honest, and manufacture food stuffs that are 

absolutely pure. (Amens.) Then you can sell them at 

higher prices, and you will create a constituency that will 

patronize Zion before any other people on earth, if your 
name is a synonym for truthfulness and honesty. 

That is Zion’s only hope. Zion cannot erect industries 
and compete with the lying, thieving world. Zion can win 

only by truthfulness and honesty. There is no other way. 

Zion ought to be able to manufacture all kinds of food 
stuffs, have canning factories, and have her products pure, 
and free from poisonous ingredients, free from objection- 
able material, and then she will win her way. 

What a joy it would be to bring into existence a com- 

mercial community where a man could know, whenever men 

told him a certain thing, that it was true. I say it without 
fear or favor, knowing the force of what I say, that I never 

pretend to believe, either in this country or anywhere else, 
a solitary word any man tells me about anything I buy. 
When I have to buy a thing, I shut my eyes and buy it, be- 

cause what is the use of asking a man, “Is that suit all 

wool,” when you know his word is not worth the snap of 

your finger? 
Such a thing as honesty is almost unknown. I have i 

had experiences in the last six months, in connection with 

business affairs, that would convince any man that the more 

you go around the more lies you hear. 
You go into one place, and the man there tells you so 

and so; then you go across the street, and another tells you 
so and so, and says, “What! were you over there to see 

Brown? Why, you cannot believe a word Brown says. 

Everybody knows that. What did he tell you?” “He told 

me so and so.” “Oh, that is all a lie,” he says. 
You go down the street to another place and begin to 

talk to another man to find out if you can do any better there, 
and he finds out you have been somewhere else, because you 

give him certain points, and he knows you got them there. 
Whether you want to or not, you tell him where you have 

been. He scratches his head, and says, “He does not know 

what he is talking about. Everbody around knows that.” 
I conclude they are all a pack of liars, and go smiling down 

the street. That is my policy. 
In manufacturing, wholesale, and retail business it is 

adulteration and lying from start to finish. Hundreds of | 
those men are members of fashionable churches, and they 
go to church on Sunday. Some take up the collection. It is j 
very interesting to watch some of them take up the collec- 

tion. Liars and thieves are always very solemn. It is an 

awful sin to smile in church (?). 
Honesty is Zion’s hope. 

/ 

Righteousness Must Prevail 

God Almighty makes it plain that you have got to be 

right with your fellow men, or you will never be right with 
God. You can sit in church and look very sweet, and 
smack your lips and sing hymns, and pray like hypocrites, 
and ease your guilty consciences a little bit, but you are a 

scoundrel all the same, and be sure your sins will find you 
out. You have got to be right with your fellow men. 

A man who was a Sunday School Superintendent in a 

certain city in a certain state said to another man and 

me, “No man can be in business now, and be honest, and 

make both ends meet.” 
I said, “I would get out, and starve to death rather than 

be a thief.” He said, “They are just little business lies. 

We all tell them.” They are lies all the same. We have 

got to be right with our fellow men. All lying and all dis- 

honesty must go, and a Zion man’s word must be as good 
as his bond. If not, this Church will not amount to any- 
thing. I mean all I say when I say the Churches of today 
are corrupt through and through. The rank and file of the 

church members will lie, and cheat, and steal as quickly 
as a saloon keeper. 

Lasting Success Attained by Being Right 

Zion will win by setting up a high standard, and by 
doing right. Unless Zion will do right, I would just as soon 

quit, and save my time. 
Zion co-workers ought to be the best on earth, and 

ought to compel every employer to say at the close of a week 
or two, “Those Zion men are the best employes. They are 

the best I have had around here. They are here on the tick 
of the clock; they work steadily and honestly, and turn up 

bright and happy, while the other fellows come with head- 

aches, through being drunk.” Zion employes ought to com- 

pel the whole world to acknowledge them to be good men. 

A good-for-nothing fellow is no good to anybody. There 
are some in this world, and we have a few in Zion City, 
who are to lazy to do anything. Their policy is to slip 
through, and to sponge off somebody else. They are no 

honor to Zion. An honest employe will give a good 
honest day’s work. Just think of it! Zion men do not 

spend anything for tobacco, whisky, drugs, theatres, or the 
evils of this world. They are clean, and honest, and indus- 
trious. What is to hinder Zion from becoming a mighty 
power? 

Jesus says if you know that a brother has anything 
against you, go and make it right, and then come and offer 

your gift. 

Keep Out of Court 

The next paragraph is, Settle your case out of court. 

“Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are in 
the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver 

you to the judge, and the judge deliver you to the officer, 
and you are cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou 
shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the 
uttermost farthing.” 

Settle your case out of court. If a man has a case 

against you, and a just cause of complaint, and he threatens 
to bring you into court, you are the biggest fool out of the 

asylum if you do not settle it on the spot. Yet, strange to 

say, how many there are who will not do right in that parti- 
cular ! For instance, I know a man who owed a barber ten 
cents for a shave. He was a rich old farmer. The barber 
could not get that ten cents, and he sued the man, and it 
cost that men ten cents for the shave and two dollars costs 
besides. Would it not have been a good deal better for him 
to have paid for the shave at once ? There are hundreds of 
cases where men owe one dollar, two dollars, and five dol- 

lars, and will not pay. The adversary brings them into 

court, and they have to pay the five dollars, and sometimes 

fifty dollars more. How foolish men are! 
Take the advice of the Son of God, and settle your case 

out of court. That is the proper thing to do. 

Purity op Thought and of Action 

The next subject is a very delicate one, “Thou shalt 
not commit adultery,” said the law, but Jesus the Christ, 
as in the case of murder, points out that adultery is in the 
thought, in the spirit, and He lifts the standard, and takes 
up the divorce question. You notice what the Son of God 
says: “Whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the 
cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and 
whosoever shall marry her that is divorced, committeth 
adultery.” 

In the face of this Sermon on the Mount—the Con- 
stitution of the Kingdom of God, and an inexorable law of 
God—hundreds and thousands of men and women rush 
pell mell into the courts of the land, and set at naught the 
plain Word of God. But let it be known from ZlON plat- 
form, and through Zion literature, that every man and wo- 

man who violates this portion of God’s Word will go to hell. 
I don’t care to what church they belong. Zion must strike 
at the root of the difficulty. She will strike at the root of 
the difficulty, as soon as she is able to do so, and she will 
do it now by proper teaching. After a while she will do it 
by proper regulations. The way to settle the divorce ques- 
tion is to see that there is the proper kind of marriages. 

(To be Continued) 
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