
Tabernacle Addresses 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

The Sermon on the Mount 

(Continued from last week) 

The Marriage Bond Not to be Broken 

“Whom God hath joined together, let no man put 
asunder.” I tell you that my honest conviction about that 

is that many of the unions are made by the Devil. I do not 

think God has anything to do with them. I do not think 

that God is ever taken into consideration, because when God 
Almighty joins a couple together, they do not live like cats 

and dogs, fighting and scratching each other. There are 

plenty of divorces, and there would be many more if it were 

not for the disgrace. The divorce records tell a wonderful 

story, but there is a wonderful story left untold. Thou- 

sands of couples are divorced and hundreds of thousands of 
little children are made worse than orphans and disgraced. 
There are thousands of couples who hate each other, and 
one of the most awful things that I have ever listened to is 

to hear men, young and old, say, “I have no love for my 
wife, and I never did have,” and to hear women say, “I have 
no love for my husband; 1 never did love him. I was a big 
fool for marrying him.” Those statements disclose a con- 

dition that is so deplorable that it is too awful to con- 

template. 
The way to solve the divorce evil is to find out the evil 

that is causing the trouble. It is caused by a lot of silly, 
giddy young men and women indulging in a lot of kitten 

love, and getting married, when they do not know a bit 

more what marriage means than two kittens, and not half 

so much. The next thing you know is a divorce suit. 
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A Believer in Christ Not to Marry an Unbeliever 
0 

Whenever a woman marries an unbeliever she is in 

hell. Whenever a man marries a woman who is an un- 

believer, and he is a Christian, they are in hell. I tell you, 

my brethren in the ministry, we are not going to ordain a 

man to office without knowing what we are doing, are we? 

In the future we will marry no couples, if we have any rea- 

son to doubt the Christianity of either of them. It is an aw- 

ful responsibility. We have no right to yoke a believer 

with an unbeliever. The girl who marries an unbeliever is 

a fool, and had better go to her grave. The same is true of 

a Christian man who marries a woman who is an unbeliever. 

You do not have to get married. Some of you fools think 

you do. You rush around, hurry it up all you can, and you 
take the first two-legged thing that comes along. 
(Laughter.) You would better wait until you can get “a 

man.” It is a thousand times better to be a maiden lady, 
and serve God, and have peace, than to be in the position of 
a lot of married women who are living in a hell which can- 

not be described in words. God Almighty’s Word is plain 
on the subject. We will rigidly enforce this rule in ZlON. 

This (the Bible) is Zion’s Law Book. These chapters form 

the Constitution of Zion, and they are going to be obeyed. 

Things That Offend To Be Put Away 

Christ next says that if your right hand offends you 
cut it off; and if your right eye leads you into sin, pluck it 
out. He has given good advice. 

“Swear Not at All;” Take No Oath 

The next question is Oaths. 
The Sermon on the Mount is squarely against taking an 

oath. I say here today, in the future, no ZlON people should 

ever take an oath in any court. You have a right to affirm; 
that is your prerogative, and I say, in future, all ZlON should 
avail themselves of that right. I believe taking an oath is 

wrong. I believe bringing in the name of God Almighty is 

wrong. If a man is a liar, he is just as big a liar when he 

holds up his hand in a court room and swears that he “will 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 

help me, God.” In the English courts a man has to kiss 

the Bible; and then he lies like a trooper after kissing it. 

One of the rascals who witnessed against me in the courts 

of Sydney, Australia, kissed the Bible, and he was sent to 

the penitentiary for two years for perjury in another case 

very shortly after that. All that is necessary is to say 

“No” or “Yes.” Whenever they ask you if you will tell 

the truth and nothing but the truth, you say, “I will.” Any- 
thing more than that cometh from the Evil One. 

All secret society oaths are contrary to the Word of 

God. What must God think of ministers who get down 

before a Masonic altar — the altar of Baal — with a pair of 

old trousers on, an old shirt, with his left arm bare to the 

elbow, the left breast bare, and left leg bare to the knee, 
and an old rope around his neck, with his left hand under 
the Bible, the square and compass being on the Bible, and 
his right hand on the top of all, and there he takes on oath 
and puts himself under the penalty to have his throat cut 
from ear to ear; his heart taken out; his body cut in two; 
then, higher up in Masonry, the top of the skull smitten off, 
and the brains exposed to the scorching sun? 

What must God Almighty think of a ministerial ass 

who will trot around like that? Zion was raised up of God 
to smite every evil in sight. All we have to do is to take 
the Word of God. All oaths are contrary to God’s instruc- 
tions. Never take an oath. Say “Yes,” or “No.” What- 
ever is more, comes from the Devil. 

Zion must witness against secret societies of every 
kind, and call upon God’s people to come out of them, and 
to take their stand for the Word of God. 

The Doctrine of Non-Resistance 
1 
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The next thing here taken up is the doctrine of non- 

resistance. In olden times, if a person knocked out the eye 
of another, the offender was to be similarly treated. If he 

knocked out a tooth, his tooth was to be knocked out. But 

Jesus said, “Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also.” 

Some very good people wrest this Scripture to their 
own destruction. They say, “Does not the Bible say, If a 

man shall smite you on the right Cheek, turn to him the 

other one also?” They take that to mean, if I hit Dea- 

con -on the right cheek, he has to let me hit him on 

the other. It means nothing of the kind. The literal inter- 

pretation there does violence; the letter kills. It means 

this: if Deacon-starts abusing me, I am to take it 
calmly. Pay no attention to him. Go on as if I did not 
hear him. It is one of the hardest things for a man to 

do, and one of the most blessed things for a man to do. I 

have proven that myself many, many times. I have learned 
the lesson, and I pray God to keep me in the place where if a 

man abuses me all he wants to, I will smile. There is a 

blessing in doing it. Pay no attention to it. Do not think 

you have got to defend yourself, and have got to talk back 

and contradict. Let him say all he will. He will feel bet- 

ter after he says it. That is what Jesus meant. 
Let us take the next statement. 
“And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take 

away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.” 
Are we to apply that literally? Certainly not; but the 

spirit of it is in force. In those days a man wore two gar- 

ments, a coat and a cloak—an inner coat, and an outer 

cloak. Christ says, “If any man sues you, and takes one, 

give him the other.” If any man will sue you at the law, 
and take away a certain thing, it will be a good deal cheaper 
to let him have it — a good deal cheaper. Do you see that ? 

Suppose evil men took a horse of yours. You would say that 

it was unjust, etc., and that they had no right to take it, 
and you will fight them to the bitter end. Well, they have 

taken out a writ and taken that horse. The spirit of Christ 
is that it is better to let them have the horse, and give them 

the buggy in addition. It will be cheaper for you in the 

long run, for you will not only spend what the horse is 

worth, and all the buggy is worth, but the harness and every- 

thing else, to get out of the trouble. 
Jesus knew what He was talking about, when He said, 

“When they take your coatf give them your cloak also.” I 

despise the whole business of litigation. I hope and pray 
to God that we can get Zion to the place where she will 

never have anything to do with the courts. (Amens.) 
That is what I hope. 

“And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 

him twain.” 
You cannot make a4 literal application of that. The 

spirit is there. In those days they had postal carriers, and 
that passage simply means if they draft you into the ser- 

vice, and make you go one mile, show your good spirit by 
going two. 

Be Sincere 

“Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not thou away.” 

I will not stop to speak of this in particular. I am only 
touching on these paragraphs in a general way. 

The next thing is, “Love your enemies.” I spoke to you 
on this subject the other Lord’s Day. 

In the next chapter He deals with the subject of alms [ 

giving. I remember a doctor who was a Presbyterian, 
a Methodist, and a United Brethren. When a doctor strikes j 
town he inquires which is the most influential church, which j 
has the highest-toned people, and then joins that church for 

professional reasons. The hypocrites they are! This doc- 

tor went to Indiana. He went to church the first Sunday — 

the collector told this — this doctor put a twenty-dollar 
gold piece on his thumb when the collector came around, 
and flirted it into the collection box. The next week a j 
mortgage on his place was foreclosed and the place sold. 

When a man does anything for show, let him know he will 

get his reward, but he will not get any reward from God. 

Let a man act from the right motive, and for a laudable 
purpose, and God will bless him. 

Pray Not Like the Hypocrites — Pray for the Ear of 

God 

Jesus next takes up the subject of prayer. He says, 
“Do not pray like the hypocrites. They pray for show.” 
Some people say, “What a magnificent prayer he made!” 

I have in mind a preacher in New England who used to 
write and read his prayers. He wanted to get his language 
correct, and he wanted to show that he was a rhetorician. 
I know ministers who buy prayer books, commit the prayers 
to memory, and say them, and the people say, “What a love- 
ly prayer our preacher made today!” There was no prayer 
about it. You must not pray for show. You must not sing 
for show If we cannot have Zion Junior and Senior Choirs, 
Orchestra, and Band what they ought to be, we had better 
disband them. God Almighty does not want anybody in 
His Church who stands up and makes a show. You know 

very well how, in the churches, a lot of those singers would 
make you sick at the stomach—Oh, how disgusting they are! 
It is a stench in God Almighty’s nostrils. I ask you, my 
brethren, to help me to so guide the affairs of Zion that 

nothing will be done that will grieve the Holy Ghost, and 
make Him take His departure. The Holy Ghost is not going 
to dwell where there are at lot of hypocritical officers preach- 
ing for money. He is not going to dwell where there is a 

lot of accursed style running people. He is not going to 
dwell where you tolerate choir singers and musicians who 
are in it only for show and money, and to make a splurge. 
Oh, how disgusting! I cannot find words to describe it. 

When you pray; pray for the ear of God. Do not pray 
to be heard by people. What do I care what anybody thinks 
about me this afternoon. Ah, in the rich churches they say, 
“We do not like the way he stands. He is bow-legged,” or 

“He has springy knees.” It is possible for a man to have 
springy knees and preach the Gospel, is it not? They say, 
“He is so awkward with his feet; he ought to put them in his 
pocket. I don’t like the way he parts his hair, and the way 
he dresses.” They sit and call themselves Christians. 
Seething mass of rottenness and hypocrisy! That is all it 
is. 

Some preachers take about five minutes to screw up 
their mouths to say what they have to say. You would think 
they had hot mush in their mouths. 

Arthur J. Gordon said, “I can count many churches 
where the Holy Ghost has taken His departure because of 
godless choirs.” He said the truth. We must not permit 
one thing that will grieve the Holy Ghost. We must not 
lower the standard for numbers. What do numbers amount 
to? It is just a question of being well pleasing to God. 
There is the secret. “It is not by might nor by power, but 
by My Spirit, saith the Lord.” 

Oh, that God will teach this people how to pray! 

In Fasting be Humble 

In the 6th chapter He talks about fasting. He says 
when you fast, fast unto the Lord, and do not put on a long 
face, and appear unto men to fast. Fast unto the Lord. 
He says you are to wash your face, and anoint your head, fix 
yourself up so as not to make it appear you are fasting. 

Lay up Treasures in Heaven 

Then He takes up the subject people do not like. He 
says, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth.” 
How some people do try to explain that away. God Al- 
mighty expects a man to obey His Word, and if you do not 
obey it, you will pay the penalty. He says, “No man can 

serve two masters.” You cannot follow God and mammon. 
He says, “Seek first the Kingdom of God, and His right- 
eousness, and food, and shelter, and raiment shall be added.” 
That is the kind of men and women we want in Zion. We 
want every man and woman in this organization to seek 
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. If he 
wants to seek the interest of John Brown first, last, and 
always, he is a selfish man. He has no place in the King- 
dom of God. 

In the 7th Chapter the question of passing harsh judg- 
ment is dealt with, and we are also warned against false 
prophets. Build your house upon a rock, and not upon sand. 

I have gone over three chapters. Some Lord’s Day 
afternoon I will start with the Beatitudes, and deal with 
them very, very carefully. 

I want to show you, so far as I am able, under the guid- 
ance of the Spirit of God, what there is in the Sermon on 
the Mount for you. May God bless the service of this 
morning and this afternoon to the good of all. Next Lord’s 
Day we shall take up again the subject of tlie Holy Spirit, 
and the Nine Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Next Lord’s Day 
afternoon we shall continue the Sermon on the Mount. 

After the Recessional, “On Our Way Rejoicing,” the 
General Overseer pronounced the Benediction. 
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ADVERTIZING RATES 

3 lines or less, one insertion.,.,...$0.25 
3 lines or less, 3 insertions.60 
3 lines or less, 6 insertions. 1.00 
Additional lines 10c a line. 
Terms: Cash with order. 
Price for display advertising quoted on application 

at The Theocrat office, main floor Administration 
Building. 

The Publisher reserves the right to reject any 
or all advertisements. 

SPECIAL NOTICE:—All classified ads. for THE 
THEOCRAT must be received at THE THEO- 
CRAT office, Administration Bldg., each week 
not later than 11 a. m., on Thursdays. 

FOR SALE: A large shed, henhouse, .a^, acra^,Iaf 
shed for hens. Mrs. R. D. Reid, 2711 Elim A\enue. 

FOR SALE: Bedspring, mattress, large storm 
windows, extension ladder; also mis®®J.lailS°as V^?}8 
and furniture. Mrs. C. P. Larson, 2908 Ezra Ave- 
nue. Phone 244-W 

FOR SALE: Small movable house; would be suitable 
for kitchen addition, or could be used as 0“?m® 
small family. 3002 Edina Boulevard. Call even- 

ings after 5 o’clock. ^ 

FOR SALE: Order your geese for Thanksgiving_from 
W. C. Bereiter, So. Sheridan Road, Zion City. Phone 
201-W-l. 

_ 

FOR SALE: One large heater; also a cook-stove, both 
in good condition. 664 Carmel Boulevard, between 
Enoch Avenue and Eshcol Avenue. 

FOR SALE: Some fine spring chickens; three pounds 
more or less. Good Thanksgiving fry. Also two 

year old popcorn. O. L. Tindall, 2119 Emmaus Ave- 
nue. Phone 176-M. 

WANTED: A young Zion man, steady and willing 
to learn. Will find a good opportunity for steady 
employment. Apply to W. E. Schmalfuss, Mana- 
ger Z. I. & I. Department Store. 

FOR RENT: Five room house, water in house. 
Located at 3103 Enoch Avenue. Call at Fire 
Station. 

A Young Man Wanted, Be- 
tween 17 and 20 Years of 

Age, For Bindery Dep’t. 
ZION PRINTING & PUBLISHING HOUSE 

p.H7?nre SAFETY FIRST *jm3.je 
Get your car overhauled now, avoid 
the Spring rush. If you haven’t a 

car, come in and get a demon- 
stration in the New 1917 Maxwell 
and decide with many others (best 
for the money). 
Also Skates hollow ground while 
you wait. 
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