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Jesus Strengthens His Disciples 

Service was opened by the singing of Hymns Nos. 404, 1 

““Come Thou Fount,” and 400, “The Great Physician,” 
after which the General Overseer offered prayer, and then 

spoke as follows: 
Let us turn to the Gospel according to Saint John, 

eleventh chapter. I will comment upon this chapter as I 

read. 
If any of you have ever seen the renowned picture, ^ 

“The Cyclorama of the Holy City,” you will remember that 

looking over the dome of the Temple towards the Mount of 

Olives, there was to be seen a very plainly portrayed road- 

way winding around the hills. 
About one and three-fourths miles from Jerusalem on 

that roadway, east of the Mount of Olives, was located the 

little town of Bethany. 
I was interested this morning, as I studied this chapter 

and some writings concerning the same, to observe the state- 

ment that Bethany was one of the most hallowed spots in 

the little land of Palestine, made so by the frequent visits of 

Jesus the Christ within its borders. 
In that little town of Bethany there was a simple, 

humble home in which resided, so far as the record goes, 
three persons, Lazarus, and Mary and Martha, his two 

sisters. 
Mary is very prominently mentioned in the Twenty- 

sixth Chapter of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew, 
where we have the simple story of how she came unto Jesus, 
and anointed Him. When the disciples murmured—accord- 
ing to Saint John’s Gospel—it was Judas who spoke, not 

because he cared for the poor, but because he had the bag, 
and perhaps thought if the ointment had been sold, and the 

money put therein, he could help himself—Jesus said in re- 

gard to her act, “Wheresoever this Gospel shall be preached 
in the whole world, there shall also this that this woman 

hath done be told for a memorial of her.” 
There is another story about Martha and Mary, and the 

visits of the Savior. One of the two sisters was very much 

concerned about the preparation of the meal. Which one 

was it? 
Voices: "Martha. \ 
Mary, being of a devotional and meditative type of 

mind, was sitting at the feet of Jesus, and Martha, you 
remember, found fault, and thought it was not right because 

Mary did not come in and help her get the meal ready. 
These are very simple stories, but they are very inter- 

esting. So here, in this Eleventh Chapter of John, we have 

brought before us, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. 
The statement concerning Lazarus is very simple and 

brief, namely: that “he was sick.” He must have been very 

sick, because his death took place before the message reached 
Jesus. 

The second verse calls attention to the fact that this 

Mary was that Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, 
and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
was sick. 

“Therefore his sisters sent unto Him, saying, Lord, 
behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick.” 

What was more natural for these sisters, when their 
brother fell sick, than that they should think of Jesus the 
Christ? There are good reasons for thinking He was a 

very frequent visitor to their home. 
In addition to the public teaching which they had 

received, no doubt they had been taught by Him many, 

many things in private, and, next to the Apostles, who, of 

course, constituted the inner circle, these two sisters and 
their brother had been told many very, very precious truths 

by the Savior. They, doubtless, had seen Him heal many 
persons, and there is nothing at all remarkable that, when 
the brother was taken seriously ill, they should have thought 
first of Jesus. 

God Only to be Sought for Healing 

What a shame it is that, today, any professing Christian, 
when either he himself, or any relative should be taken 

sick, should think of any one else except Jesus the Christ, as 

the Healer, and as the Physician. 
God the Almighty is a jealous God, and He will never 

share His glory with any one. For all that is wrought, the 

glory must be given to God, and woe be unto that man, or 

that woman, who should ever be so foolish as to think of 

taking any glory to himself or herself. 
This morning, as I looked at two telegrams that had 

been put on my desk, the first thing that I did was to say, 
“O God, I thank You that another one is willing to tryst in 
Thee for deliverance.” Every time I receive a prayer re- 

quest, whether by word of mouth, by letter, by telegram, or 

prayer request form, I lift my voice and say, “Thanks be 
to God for those who have turned away from the arm of 
flesh, and are willing to trust Thee, the Only True and Liv- 
ing God.” 

Oh, how thankful I would be if there were a million 
today who were willing to trust God; for in the very first 
chapters of Isaiah, the prophecy is repeated over and over: 

“And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.” 
Let us forever be done with exalting men (Amens), 

and exalt God, and praise Jesus the Christ, as the all-suffi- 
cient sacrifice for the sins and diseases of humanity. 

Through Zion teaching, there are many who, the mo- 

ment they, or any relative or friend, are taken sick, think of 
Jesus the Christ as the Healer. Thanks be unto God for it. 

(Amens.) May the number rapidly increase (Amens), and 
it will increase as the true Gospel of the Kingdom of God 
is proclaimed tQ the people. 

The Solicitude of Mary and Martha 

“Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick.” 
That is a very significant statement. There is no doubt 

that Jesus had very great love for Lazarus, Mary, and Mar- 
tha. There were reasons for it. They had thrown open 
their home to Him. He was a welcome guest. They re- 

ceived Him, and ministered unto Him, and, in doing so, 
they were showing their love to God Who sent Him. 

All Not Loved Alike 

It is true God loves everybody; so do we. If we do not, 
we ought to, but we do not love everybody the same. That 
is an impossibility. God loves all humanity, and He gave 
His Only Begotten Son to die for them. All are His children 
by creation. He created them all. They were made in His 
image, in His likeness; but since they have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God, and He has sent His Only 
Begotten Son, all men and all women who have repented, and 
turned to God, and have been accepted of Him, are His 
children by adoption, heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus 
the Christ of A Kingdom incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away. 

God, therefore, loves His children by adoption more 

than He loves His children by creation. 

A Purpose Approved of God 

As in the case of Daniel, the angel told him: 
“Thou art greatly beloved of God.” 
It was Daniel who, according to the Eighth Verse of the 

First Chapter, purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself with the king’s meat or drink. That was the begin- 
ning of Daniel’s marvelous career. He made the right kind 
of a beginning. He did not simply “purpose” in word, or 

in action, for that was impossible until preceded by the 
purposing in his heart. 

Whatever a man purposes in his heart will be that 
which will be exhibited in his words and deeds. 

It was Daniel who was blessed and prospered by God, 
and because of his intense devotion and consecration, the 
angel said: 

“Thou art greatly beloved of God.” 
Today, of all the servants of God on earth, there is one 

who is more faithful than any other. There is one more 

greatly beloved of God than all the rest, because he is more 

faithful than any of the rest. 
You, my brethren, who occupy important positions in 

Zion, you are all the same in the sight of God from a 

general standpoint, but from the standpoint of consecration, 
true devotion, whole-hearted service, one of you, no doubt, 
stands higher than the rest, and it is the privilege of each one 

to stand where Daniel stood by keeping nothing back, but 
putting all upon the altar of service. 

As I told you last Lord’s Day afternoon, a man knows 
his own heart. A man knows his own life. He does not need 
to be deceived. He knows. A man in the ministry knows 
very well whether he is doing right or not, whether he is 
serving God from the highest motive, or with a laudable 
purpose, or for a selfish end, or whether he is a lover of 
filthy lucre, or hankering after the empty honors of the 
world, or the empty plaudits of fickle mankind. 

Proof of True Love 

Jesus said, “If a man love Me, he will keep My sayings,” 
i. e., he will do what I tell him. His one thought will not 
be, How little can I do to get into heaven, but am I obeying 
every saying Jesus Christ uttered. When He said, “Seek 
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness,” you know 
whether you are doing it or not. God knows it, and you 
know it, and other people will soon find it out. 

“He that hath My sayings, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth Me.” He shows his love. He proves his con- 

secration. He does what Jesus wants him to do. He is 
mourning over the sad conditions of humanity. He is meek. 
He is not quick to resent either a supposed or a real injury. 
He is merciful. He is a peacemaker. His trumpet gives no 

uncertain sound, and the Devil takes cognizance of his life 
and ministry, and persecutes him, and lies about him, and 
gets evil men to say everything (falsely) against him. He 
is salt. He is obeying Christ’s words. He is denying him- 
self. He is crucifying himself. He is suffering for Christ’s 
sake, and God knows all about it. 

God looks down upon such a man and says, “That man 

truly loves Me, and I will love him in return.” Jesus says, 
“He that hath my sayings, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth Me, and I will love him.” 

Jesus loves everybody, does He not? That statement 
proves that there are certain persons—those who keep His 
sayings—for whom He has special love. “I will love him, 
and my Father will love him.” 

Does not God love everybody? But there is a love 
higher, deeper, broader than the love God has for all man- 

kind. “We will come unto him and make Our abode with 
him.” He is the temple of God, of Jesus the Christ, and of 
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. 

That, to my mind, is the highest, sweetest, most beau- 

tiful, the most precious, and the most far-reaching of all the 

promises given by God to the children of men. 

I exhort everyone of you, from the least to the greatest, 
aim to claim that higher love which is bestowed upon those 
who are truly obedient to all the sayings of Jesus the Christ. 

The Christ Mind Penetrates the Future 

Jesus the Christ knew the end from the beginning, and 
knew that Lazarus would pass away; that He would pray to 

God, and God would resurrect him, and that the miracle 

would so incense the Jews that their rulers would not rest 

day nor night until they apprehended Him, and put Him to 

death. That was true, for it was the resurrection of Lazarus 

that brought the climax, and caused His crucifixion. Had 

Jesus not been cricified, and put to death, He would not have 

been resurrected, and had He not been put to death, and 

brought forth from the dead, He would not have finished His 

work, and ascended to His Father, and been given the Name 

which is above every other name. 

The sayings of Jesus are very simple and easy to be 

understood. As He thought of Lazarus already dead, or if 

not at that moment dead, He looked away beyond, and said, 
“This sickness is not unto death,” that is, death will not be 

the ultimate result, but the ultimate result will be the glory 
of God, and the Son of God will be glorified thereby. 

“Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.” 
This is the second time we have this statement. 

A Test of Faith 

“When He had heard therefore that he was sick, He 

abode two days still in the same place where He was.” 

“Mysterious conduct,” you say. But Jesus knew best, 
and saw the end from the beginning, and He had a purpose 
in abiding there two days. 

I wish to remark here, my brothers and sisters, that it 

would be far better when fighting the battle against sickness, 
disease, and death, if we would not attempt to be wise be- 

yond what is written, but meet the conditions, and pray in 

faith, believing, and not undertake to explain every little 
circumstance, and every little thing we do not understand. 

I just came from praying with two persons, and I said, 
“It must be done. It has to be done. God’s Word is true, 
and the only reason that failure ever comes is because the 
conditions are not met, or the persons concerned, while they 
say, ‘There is no doubt,’ there is doubt.” 

As I stood and looked this afternoon at one who has 
been fighting a terrible battle, and I saw how a great victory 
had been won, it came to me with greater force than ever 

before, for as I poured the oil upon that awful cancer, and 

prayed to God to kill it, I knew in my spirit that if there 
was no doubt there, and no doubt now, and no doubt at any 

time, it had to be done. God said so, and theWord of God 

says, “Is there anything too hard for God?” Nothing is 
too hard for God. He can kill a cancer, or heal a leper. A 
brave general and brave leader must stand by and fight the 
battle until the enemy is conquered. 

Spirit Influence 

I believe that we exert a great influence for one another. 
I believe it is possible for a man in his home thinking about 
his sister who is sick, nigh unto death, either to help or to 
hinder. As he sits there he says, or thinks to himself, “She 
is going to die; if she does not get healed in a day or a week, 
she will die.” That thought can be ’communicated to that 
sick sister. There are cases so well authenticated that there 
is no use to attempt any other explanation, or attempt to 

deny them. I want to tell you that a lot of people are being 
killed simply by others setting in motion thoughts that are 

calculated to blight and to curse. If we had a thousand 

people who were always thinking what they ought to think, 
always saying what they ought to say, you could bring a 

sick person into that company, and have him healed quickly. 
You find a fish on the sand gasping for breath, and quickly 
you put in back into the water and instantly it recovers. 

Doubt is sin, and kills. An Elder, if he has an iota of 
fear or doubt, must not go into the room of a sick person to 
pray with him. If he has any doubt, he has no right to pray. 
If an Elder goes by the bedside of a person, and prays for 
healing, and he doubts as to whether the sick will receive it, 
he is a sinner; and if that person dies, his death is at the 
door of the Elder. If an Elder goes into a home and prays 
for a person, and someone outside asks him how that person 
is, and he says, “Well, very low; he cannot possibly live two 
days longer unless he is healed.” Why should there be any 
thought of not living two days? You prayed. You said 
there was no doubt. That is the kind of talk the Devil will 
take and use. As I said to a person today, “You should not 
say that.” God is the only Omniscient Being in the universe; 
He knows everything. The Devil does not know all. A 
good deal the Devil knows is what we tell him. (Laughter.) 

If you have any doubt when you go into a sick room, 
you had better stay outside. You know. I tell you that a 

man that doubts is condemned. “Whatsoever is not of faith 
is sin.” 

If things are so that an Elder cannot exercise any faith 
for the person, he had better tell him so, and not be a hypo- 
crite. Do not lay hands on him and say, “0 God, in the 
name of Jesus the Christ, and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and in accordance with Thy will, heal this person,” 
and then go right outside, and tell somebody you do not 
believe he is right, or that he is not in any condition to get 
healing. If you do, you are a hypocrite. There will be no 

healing where there is any doubt. 

Fight to the Finish 

True soldiers never give up. They go right down into 
the valley, and even though the Devil has got a person out 
of sight except the toe, you will grab the toe, and take him 
away from him. Our business is to fight the battles of the 
sick. Take, f&r instance, a person with a cancer almost as 

large as the crown of your hat, and with a hole in it that I 
could nearly put my fist in, you can stand around and cry 
about fighting the battle, but put yourself in his or her place. 
There is where a man of God is needed to fight the battle 
for the afflicted. 

(Continued next week) 
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