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Jesus Strengthens His Disciples 
(Continued from last week.) 

We have to get in Zion firmness that never shrinks 
before any foe, yet to have the love of a mother, and the 
tenderness of Jesus the Christ. 

If some of these sick people had a doctor, he would be 
there twice a day, and if there was plenty of money, four 
times a day. 

Christ’s Movements Timed 

Jesus had a purpose in abiding where he was “two 
days.” After that He said to His disciples: 

“Let us go into Judaea again.” 
Judaea is in the southern part of Palestine, Samaria in 

the central, and Galilee in the northern. It was in Judaea 
where they sought His life more than anywhere else. 

“His disciples say unto Him, Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone Thee; and goest Thou thither again?” 

I do not know just what was in the minds of the 
Apostles. I can very well imagine. They were human, and 
they were very much concerned about the safety of Jesus. 
I wonder if they were not a little more concerned about 
their own safety? They were determined to keep Him 
from going back into Judaea where there was danger. 

You remember when Jesus said He was going to Jeru- 

salem, and that He would be arrested and put to death, 
Peter said, “Be it far from Thee, Lord.” The disciples did 
not want Him to go. 

“Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the 
day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, be- 
cause he seeth the light of this world. 

“But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because 
there is no light in him.” 

The Savior had in His mind, of course, the literal day. 
There were twelve hours in a literal day—twelve hours of 
daylight. If a man would walk during that time, he would 
not stumble over any obstacle but when night came, if any 
man attempted to walk around he was in danger of stumb- 
ling. He made the application. Every man has a daytime, 
and every man his rising sun, and his setting sun. 

Jesus said, “Now is My daytime: I can walk with 
safety. All the powers of hell can never destroy Me until 
My work is done.” Therefore He was perfectly safe in re- 

turning to Judaea. 

Christ Knew Lazarus Was Dead 

“These things said He: and after that He saith unto 
them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may 
awake him out of sleep. 

“Then said His disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall 
do well.” 

They did not understand. My brethren in the ministry, 
we must not get impatient because people do not know as 

much as we do. We know a lot! [Laughter.] If people do 
not understand, they are not the first people who did not 
understand. Some people will misunderstand the simplest 
statement. How often the Apostles failed to understand. 

Jesus said, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.” 
Did they understand? No. They thought He was talk- 

ing about the leaven put in bread. 

Study to Understand 

A certain Methodist got up in a prayer meeting, and 
his exhortation was, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.” 
He said, “Now, brethren, there were eleven of those fel- 
lows, and Jesus was warning the Apostle against them.” 
[Laughter.] 

Be patient; be kind: but be firm all the same. The 
disciples did not understand. 

When He said, “He sleepeth,” they thought he had sim- 
ply gone to sleep, that is, as we go to sleep at night; but 
Jesus, by saying “He sleepeth,” meant the same thing as 

others mean who would have said, “He is dead.” Jesus 
looked upon the one who had passed away as having fallen 
asleep. It is a beautiful thing to fall asleep in Jesus—to 
fall asleep here, and wake up over yonder. It is a beautiful 
thought. 

“Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 
“And I am glad for your sakes—” 
All Jesus said or did was for the sake of somebody. 
“And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to 

the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.” 
Although the Apostles sat at the feet of Jesus, and were 

counted worthy to receive revelations not given to anybody 
else, and it was their privilege to hear unfolded mysteries 
that had been hidden for ages, yet they were slow to under- 
stand, and they did not believe. It was so hard for them to 
believe. 

When I think of Zion, and the thousands and thousands 
who were in Zion, how, at one time, all of them all over the 
world said, “I believe in Zion ; I will die for Zion,” and then 
God Almighty withdrew His hand, and allowed the clouds 
to gather, and the lightning to flash, and the thunder to 
roar, and winds of adversity to blow, thousands of them ran 

away, and where are they now? 

God wants a people who believe in times of adversity as 

strongly as in the time of prosperity. Any man can believe 
when all is well, but it takes a strong man, tried and true, 
born of God and kept by His rich grace, to be firm in the 
time of adversity. 

Slow to Believe 

Jesus was glad for their sakes. He was glad because 

they would go with Him, and see Him raise Lazarus from 
the dead. That would confirm their belief, and strengthen 
them. You know the old teaching in Zion—you will find 
it in the first volume of the Leaves of Healing—“seeing is 

not believing, but believing is seeing.” 
Jesus said to the nobleman, in the fourth chapter of 

John, “Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will in no wise 

believe.” 
How many say today, “If I could only see somebody 

healed, I would believe.” They speak an untruth. Such 
people will not believe. The man who does not believe be- 

cause it is in the Word of God, will not believe no matter 

how many are healed. 
A man said to me once, “Look here, Voliva, don’t you 

know that if it was true that people were resurrected from 

the dead by Jesus that everybody in the country would have 

accepted Him?” I said, “My friend, if you were taken out 

here into a neighboring cemetery, and the power of God 

resurrected every man in that cemetery, you would not be- 

lieve in God.” It is true that the Gospel is a “savour of life 

unto life to some, and of death unto death to others.” “Ye 

will not believe except ye see signs and wonders,” Jesus 

said. Some people say, “If I could see someone healed, I 
would believe.” They tell an untruth. You must believe 

that God is, when you come to Him. You must accept 
God’s Word. The signs and wonders will confirm, streng- 
then, and establish, but when a man will not believe unless 
he sees a thing, he will not believe if he sees signs. 

How many have said that to Zion people who have been 

miraculously healed by God, when they told them their 

story. They would say, “Are you sure? Was there any- 

thing the matter with you? Don’t you think you would 

have gotten well anyway?” etc. John Alex. Dowie said, 
“Pay no attention to the ‘they says.’ ” They said that John 

the Baptist “had a devil.” 
Jesus Christ came eating and drinking, and “they said 

He was a winebibber and a glutton.” 
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| Belief Limited Because of Unfaithful Witnesses 

The Apostles were slow to believe, and people today 
are slow to believe, very slow. Why? Because “when the 

Son of Man cometh will He find faith” where? 
Voices: “On the earth.” 
“As it was in the days of Noah, so shall also the Coming 

of the Son of Man be.” 
Likewise, also, it was in the days of Lot: 
“Evil men shall wax worse.” 
“For the time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap \ 

to themselves teachers, having itching ears.” 

They want a preacher who will tickle their ears. They 
pay so much a tickle. 

People come into my office and say, “We will give you 
credit for this and that, but you are too harsh; you say 
awful things. There is our little preacher, he is so nice (?), 
and so gentle (?). He does not hurt anyone’s feelings. He 

is such a lovely (?) character.” 
When a man objects to plain preaching of the Word 

of God, he is no good. I want to tell you that not one of 

you here, or anybody else, will interfere with my preaching. 
When I stand up to preach, I will preach what the Holy 
Ghost gives me to preach, and leave the results with God. 

I am not caring for any man’s opinion, or for any 
man’s money. God will take care of His true servants. 
If you want soft preaching, treacle, soft soap, putty, etc., 
you do not need to come to hear me. I put all those thing 
away years ago. 

A Doubter Convinced 

The next person is Thomas. Some of you are lineal 
descendants of Thomas. Thomas means a twin. Doubting 
Thomas. He said, “Except I shall see in His hands the 

print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and thrust my hand into his side I will not believe.” 
The next Lord’s Day evening they were together, and 
Thomas was with them; all at once Jesus stood in the midst. 
Jesus gave him the opportunity. 

So Thomas said, “Let us go also, that we may die with 
Him.” Thomas certainly expected that Jesus would be 
killed, and they would be killed with him. He was right, for 
the resurrection of Lazarus led to Christ’s apprehension 
and crucifixion, but the Apostles were not with Him, for 
they all fled, “Peter followed Him afar off.” John went 
inside the Judgment Hall, but Peter was out in the cold. 
John said, “I have a friend outside, may I bring him in?” 
Peter came in, and a girl almost frightened the life out of 
him. Peter said he did not know Him—denied Him three 
times. 

The Power of Death Broken 

“Then when Jesus came, He found that he had lain 
in the grave four days already.” 

This is the third case where Jesus raised people from 
the dead. The first one was Jairus’ daughter. She was 

just dead. He put all out, except the father, mother, Peter, 
James, and John, and said, “Talitlia cumi, Damsel, I say 
unto thee, arise.” 

The next case is the son of the widow of Nain. He was 

in the coffin. When Jesus found that he was the only son 

of the widow He had compassion, pity, and mercy, and 
called him back to life. 

In the case of Lazarus, the body had been buried four 

days. Therefore for that reason it must be considered as 

one of the most wonderful and remarkable miracles ever 

wrought, indeed the crown of all His miracles, the one that 

preceded His apprehension and crucifixion. 

Lord’s Day, 
December 31, ’16 

There will be NO meeting at 
6:30 a. m. 

BIBLE SCHOOL at 9:30 a; m. 

THE GREAT GENERAL AS- 
SEMBLY at 2:30 p. m. 
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O Zion, Haste, thy Mission High Fulfilling 

O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling, 
To tell to all the world that God is Light; 

That He Who made all nations is not willing 
One soul should perish, lost in shades of night, 

Refrain : 
Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace, 
Tidings of Jesus, redemption and release. 

Behold how many thousands still are lying 
Bound in the darksome prison-house of sin, 

With none to tell them of the Savior’s dying, 
Or of the life He died for them to win. 

f 
Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation 

That God, in Whom they live and move, is Love: 
Tell how He stooped to save His lost creation, 

And died on earth that man might live above. 
£ 

Give of thy sons to bear the message glorious; 
Give of thy wealth to speed them on their way; 

Pour out thy soul for them in pray’r victorious; 
And all thou spendest Jesus will repay. 

He comes again: O Zion, ere thou meet Him, 
Make known to every heart His saving grace; 

Let none whom He hath ransomed fail to greet Him, 
Thro’ thy neglect, unfit to see His face. 

Do You Know God’s Way of Healing? 

BY THE REV. JOHN ALEX. DOWIE. 

God’s Way of Healing is a Person, Not a Thing. 

Jesus said, “I ant the Way, and the Truth, and the Life,” 
and He has ever been revealed to His people in all ages by 
the Covenant Name, Jehovah-Rophi, or “I am the Lord that 
Healeth thee.” (John 14:6; Exodus 15:26.) 

The Lord Jesus Christ is Still the Healer. 

He cannot change for “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today, yea and forever”; and He is still with us, foi 
He said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” (Hebrews 13:8; Matthew 28:20.) Because 
He is Unchangeable, and because He is present, in spirit, 
just as when in the flesh, He is the Healer of His people. 

Divine Healing Rests on Christ’s Atonement. 

It was prophesied of Him, “Surely He hath borne our griefs 
(Hebrew, sicknesses), and carried our sorrows: and 
with His stripes we are healed”; and it is expressly de- 
dared that this was fulfilled in His ministry of Healing, 
which still continues. (Isaiah 53:4,5; Matthew 8:17.) 

Disease Can Never Be God’s Will. 

It is the Devil’s work, consequent upon Sin, and it is im- 
possible for the work of the Devil ever to be the Will of 
God. Christ came to “destroy the works of the Devil,” 
and when He was here on earth He healed “all manner of 
disease and all manner of sickness,” and all these sufferers 
are expressly declared to have been “oppressed of the 
Devil.” (1 John 3:8; Matthew 4:23; Acts 10:38.) 

The Gifts of Healing are Permanent. 

It is expressly declared that the “Gifts and the calling of 
God are without repentance,” and the Gifts of Healing ar.« 

amongst the Nine Gifts of the Spirit to the Church. (Ro- 
mans 11:29; 1 Corinthians 12:8-11.) 

There are Four Modes of Divine Healing. 
The first is the direct prayer of faith; the second, inter- 
cessory prayer of two or more; the third, the anointing c* 
the Elders with the prayer of faith; and the fourth, the 
laying on of hands of those who believe, and whom God 
has prepared and called to that ministry. (Matthew 8:5- 

13; Matthew 18:19; James 5:14,15;Mark 16:18.) 
Divine Healing is Opposed by-Diabolical Counterfeits. 

Amongst these are Christian Science (falsely so called), 
Mind Healing, Spiritualism, Trance Evangelism, etc. 
(I Timothy 6:20,21; I Timothy 4:1,2; Isaiah 51:22,23.) 

Zion Home, a Center of Divine Healing Teaching 
Full information can be obtained at the meetings held in 
Zion Home and Shiloh Tabernacle, Zion City, Illinois, and 
in many pamphlets; also the Leaves of Healing published 
weekly at Zion City, Illinois. 


