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LOVE 

After the preliminary exercises, the following address 
was delivered by General Overseer Wilbur Glenn Voliva: 

I have announced as my subject this afternoon, “Love.” 

Inasmuch as there are many themes suggested by this 

subject, the first one being God’s love for us, I will place 
before this brief address the well-known verse, John 3:16: 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life.” , 

This subject is so great, and the sayings recorded in 

God’s Word regarding it so many, that it is difficult to know 
where to begin. 

Love Overwhelms 

The subject of Love, like some verses in the Bible, 
simply overwhelms the student as he begins to study it. 

I will start, therefore, by calling your attention to the 

simple fact that down deep in your heart you believe in the 

existence of God. How is it that some of you do not love 

Him at all, is one of the mysteries. How is it that none of 

us love Him as much as we ought, is also a mystery, for as 

we meditate upon what He is, and upon all that He has done 

for humanity, one wonders how any person can help loving 
Him with all his strength, mind, and heart. 

Deep in the Heart a Belief in God 

I know it is said that there are people who do not believe 

in any God. I know there are people who profess not to 

believe in any God, but every individual, down deep in his 

heart, believes in God; and wrhen the better self—the Divin- 

ity—implanted there by God, the Creator, is allowed to 

assert itself, there is a confession of belief in God. 
I have never yet met an individual, and never expect 

to, who—I do not care what he says when he is enjoying 
good health and prosperity, and so long as there are no 

adverse winds—when the day comes that health is gone, and 

prosperity takes wings and flies away, and adversity comes, 

will not admit, if not openly, then to the most intimate 

friend, his belief in the existence of God. 
I am talking, then, this afternoon, to an audience with 

not a single individual who does not believe in God. My 
purpose is to cause you to think, and to ask, and answer 

the question, Why is it that I do not love God more? 

Three Principal Sources of Knowledge of God 

There are three principal sources of knowledge of God, 
the Creator: Conscience, Nature, Revelation or the Bibfc. 

Conscience the First Source of Knowledge 

First of all, there is something within each individual 
which impresses him with a sense of his responsibility to a 

higher being. There is something that makes him feel that 
he is under obligation to some one higher than himself. 

You ask, What are the proofs of this? I answer, The simple 
fact that wherever you find human beings, it does not mat- 
ter where it is: in the United States, where we boast of a 

high degree of civilization, or on the remotest island of the 
Pacific Ocean, every one has the conviction that he, some 

day, will give an account to a higher being than himself. 
The very fact that altars have been erected, where 

sacrifices have been offered to gods of stone and wood, to 
the elements, fire and water, to the trees of the forest, and to 

animals, is one of the proofs of this conviction. All men 

and women, in all walks of life, have this conviction. The 

conscience of mankind is universally stricken with the con- 

viction that-God exists, that they are responsible beings, that 

they must render an account. 
While many men and women cannot be brought to the 

place, when they are in health and strength, and enjoying 
the pleasures of sin for a season, that they will give expres- 
sion to this conviction, how many instances there are, as 

all careful observers know, where such men and women, 

when health has departed, and disease has reached out after 

their vitals, have cried out for God. 

So, I say, men and women may talk about being infidels, 
but they are not. All people believe in some kind of a god; 
they have a realization of their responsibility, and deep 
down in their hearts, they know that the time is coming 
that they will give an account for all the deeds that they 
have done. 

Conscience, you know, is a wonderful thing. I do not 
know exactly what it is, because psychological terms are not 

always in accord with the Scriptures. I would say that 
conscience is that spark of godlikeness, of Divinity, implant- 
ed within a man, which continually cries out for God, from 
Whom it has proceeded, for satisfaction. 

There are very few men who can do wrong without suf- 

fering the pangs of conscience. It is true some people have 
their consciences seared as with a hot iron; it is true some 

people succeed, for a time, in hushing the voice of conscience; 
but, in every man’s life, the time comes when conscience 
will compel him to listen to her accusations, when he is no 

longer able to drown her voice by drinking the world’s cup 
of pleasure, when he is no longer able to stifle her voice by 
the world’s enchantments, and by what the world calls joys. 
After indulgence in the world’s festivities and gaities, when 
the night comes, then it is the temples will not rest, and 
sleep will not be wooed, and the conscience demands that 
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that man listen to her voice, and all the sins of his life will 
come up before him in a moment’s time like an avalanche, 
and overwhelm him, and put him in despair. 

Psychologists call this intuition. In an animal they call 
it instinct. In the light of God’s Word, I call it the spark 
of Divinity, the spirit which God has put there, which 
cries out for God, and will not be satisfied with anything 
this side of God. 
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Money Does Not Produce Satisfaction 

Do we not see the world, today, seeking for satisfaction 
in following the almighty dollar? The most miserable 
men on God’s earth are rich men. Money does not bring 
satisfaction. Money brings dissatisfaction. Money is not 
the forerunner of contentment; it is the immediate precursor 
of discontentment. 

Fame Does Not Satisfy 

Men may seek office at the hands of their fellow-man. 

They may sacrifice health, money, time, friends and rela- 
tives near and dear, all for notoriety, but how long will it 
last? 

One day a man may be the hero of the nation; the 
next day you do not hear of him. One day it is “Hosanna;” 
the next day it is “Crucify Him.” One day they throw their 
hats into the air, and shout “Hurrah;” the next day it is 
“Down with him.” Humanity is very fickle. 

God Alone Satisfies 

After mankind has run after everything else, seeking 
satisfaction and finding it not, they at last, must approach 
their God Who created them, and Who alone can satisfy the 
intense longings of man’s spiritual nature. 

Nature the Second Source of Knowledge of God 

The second source of knowledge of God is nature. What 
an interesting study is nature—the sky above us, the earth 
under our feet, the mountains and the hills, and the rivers 
and the plains, the flowers, trees, and the birds. What a 

wonderful world this is! 
Who can study nature without seeing nature’s God ? It 

was the Psalmist who, on a beautiful moonlight night, stood 
upon one of Judse’s hills and viewed the moon, the stars 
and the sky o’er his head, and said to his God: 

“When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers; 
the moon and the stars, which Thou has ordained; 

“What is man, that Thou art mindful of him?”— 
Psalms 8:3, 4. 

On another occasion the Psalmist said: 

“The heavens declare the glory of God: and the firma- 
ment showeth His handywork. 

“Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
showeth knowledge.”—Psalms 19:1,2. 

In our study of nature we learn a great deal about God. 
I agree with Sam Jones who said, “I love flowers, but I hate 

botany.” I have very little use for the long, jaw-breaking 
names, and I think that the man who does not know them 
can admire the flowers just as much as the man who does 
know them. 

A man can study the heavens, and admire the stars, 
planets, the moon and all the creation God has presented to 
our view, without a technical knowledge of astronomy. We 
learn a good deal about God from nature. God has made a 

beautiful world. It is good enough for us if sin were only 
removed. If sin were only taken away, and disease and 

death, and the curse, what a beautiful world this would be! 

The Bible the Third Source of Knowledge of God 
* « 

But these two sources are not sufficient. God recog- 
nized this, therefore He has given to us the Bible, which 
means “the books.” The word Bible comes from a word 
which is plural, and means “the books.” There are sixty- 
six books in the Bible. 

This (the Bible) is the revealed word of God. I do not 

propose to spend any time defending the Bible. My busi- 
ness is to proclaim it, and look to my God to own His Word, 
and to crown its proclamation with success. 

Unlike books written by men, the Bible is without an in- 
troduction or preface. It starts with the words, “In the 

beginning God,” the first Great Cause of all things. There 
is the explanation which scientists have been looking for for 

many centuries, and have not found. 
I have no sympathy, of course, with the doctrine of 

evolution, except that evolution, literally and etymologically, 
means an unfolding; but the doctrine that man evolved from 

monkeys, I do no believe for a minute, and there is only one 

proof, to my mind, that men ever did come from monkeys, 
an cl that is the way some of them act, (Laughter) with 

apologies to the monkey. I have never yet seen a monkey 
smoke a cigar or put a pipe in its mouth. I do not think 
it would be such a fool. I have never seen a monkey take 
a bottle of whiskey, spew all over itself, and tumble into the 
ditch like a hog. I have seen men and women do it. In 
some respects a monkey is more intelligent than man, be- 
cause it acts better. 

Man in sin gets very, very low, and he does some very, 

very mean things, but I do not believe he evolved from the 

monkey. I do not believe that doctrine at all. 
I believe God made man in His own image. He made 

him out of the dust of the earth, and breathed the breath 
of life into him, and he became a living soul. 

The Bible, therefore, is the third source of knowledge of 

God. I challenge any man to take this Word, and prove one 

promise to be false. I challenge any man to take this Word, 
live it, and prove that God is a liar. I can find 

many who have tested it, and who can say, “It is true 

that God's promises have not failed; that He has kept His 
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Word, and that every word written therein, which has not 

been fulfilled, will be fulfilled.” 
You believe in God. How is it some of you here, today, 

do not love Him at all? How is it that some love Him very 
little? How is it that no one loves Him as he ought? 

All Mankind God’s Children by Creation 
\ 

All men are God’s children by creation. God created 

them all. God loves all. All who have sinned, and gone 

away from God, and have turned to God through Jesus the 

Christ, have become His children by adoption. God the Al- 

mighty loves all of His children by creation; but He loves 

His children by adoption more than He loves them by crea- 

tion. If you have an idea that God loves all people the 

same, you are mistaken. The text that I have read refers 
to God’s love for all mankind as His creation. 
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God’s Love for Children by Adoption Greater 

“God so loved the world, that He gave His only be- 

gotten Son .” 
But He loves those who are born from above. He loves 

those who have turned to Him, truly repenting, as He does 
not those who are still in their sins. We have an illustra- 
tion in the family. 

It is impossible for a father and a mother to love a dis- 
obedient child with the same love that they love an obedient 
child. So it is impossible for God to love the disobedient as 

He loves the obedient. I will quote you two verses to prove 
my contention: 

“He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall be loved 
of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself 
to him.”—John 14:21. 

“If a man love Me, he will keep My words: and My 
Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make 
Our abode with him.”—John 14:23. 

That conclusively proves that God and Jesus the Christ 
love the man who keeps the Christ’s sayings, as they do not, 
and cannot, and will not, love the man who is a rebel. 

Our love for God is shown by obedience, and the obedient 
man is loved by God as the disobedient man cannot be loved. 

Proof of God’s Love 

My appeal to you to love God is based upon the fact that 
He gave His only begotten Son to die for us. What stronger 
proof could you ask that God loves you than the giving of 
His only begotten Son to suffer and die that you might live? 
for without the sacrifice of Jesus the Christ, without His 
resurrection from the dead, you are yet in your sins, and 

you are without hope. 
There is no better attested fact in history than the 

ministry, life, words and works of Jesus the Christ of 
Nazareth. 

How do you know that George Washington lived? You 
never saw him. You never met him. You believe he lived. 
I do. You believe he was President of the United States. 
I believe that. Why? because it is a well authenticated 
fact. 

I believe Jesus of Nazareth lived, worked, toiled, suf- 
fered and died for several reasons, one being that it is just 
as well attested as that George Washington lived. 

Some people say they will not believe in anything they 
do not see. Do you believe you have any brains? (Laughter.) 
The story is told of an infidel who remarked, “I do not be- 
lieve in anything I cannot see.” His friend said, “My friend, 
do you believe you have any brains?” He said, “Yes, Sir.” 
His friend replied, “How do you know, you never saw them?” 

It is foolish for people to say that they do not believe 
in anything they do not see. They believe in a great many 

things they do not see. It is a matter of history that Jesus 
of Nazareth lived. Not only that, but it is a fact that Jesus 
the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, is, today, followed by millions 
of people, and, as Napoleon Bonaparte said of himself and 
Alexander the Great, “We have founded empires, but how? 

By force. Jesus of Nazareth has founded an empire by love, 
and millions would die for Him.” 

That testimony stands true today. What greater proof, 
then, do you want of God’s love than that He gave His only 
begotten Son to suffer and to die for you ? 

John said again: 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 

upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: 
It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall 
see Him as He is.” 

I want you to keep in mind God’s love for humanity, 
and also, in your daily reading, man’s love for God, and how 
it is proven. In the third place, man’s love for man must 
be kept in mind. 

Man’s Love for Man 

There is a great deal written in God’s Word about man’s 
love for man. What a wicked world this is! There is very 
little true love between man and man. The Word of God 
teaches that he that hateth his brother is what? 

Voices : “A murderer.” 
If you do not love your brother whom you have seen, 

how can you love God Whom you have not seen? 
As we look around us, today, sin is upon every hand. 

It looks like every fellow had started out to do the other 
fellow, so much so that you will often hear it said that the 
golden rule, instead of being, “Do unto others as you would 
that they should do unto you,” is, “Do the other fellow, or 

he is sure to do you.” 

(Continued next week.) 


