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MONDAY CLOSING ORDER 
SUSPENDED 

Suspension of the fuelless Monday order 
was announced from Washington on Feb- 
ruary 13, by Fuel Administrator Garfield. 
Improved weather conditions, Mr. Garfield 
said, had made it seem advisable to allow 
industries to operate next Monday. State 
fuel administrators, however, are given 
power to keep the order in effect wherever 
it may appear necessary. 

In the New England states the situation is 
much more serious than in the rest of the 
country and it is probable that the state ad- 
ministrators in that section will continue to 
enforce the order for some time. Mr. Gar- 
field made it clear that his action constitutes 
merely a suspension of the order and if coal 
shortages again become acute, he reserves 

the right to reenforce it. 
Under the original order six more heatless 

Mondays were to have been observed. 
Director General McAdoo warns that there 

are still six weeks of winter weather with the 
possibility that snows and blizzards may in 
terfere with railroad operations. He states 
that while he heartily approves of Dr. Gar- 
field’s suspension of the closing order, he de- 
sires to remind the people of the country 
that there still remains the necessity for 
economy of coal. There will be a continua- 
tion of the freight embargoes and the pre- 
ferential list for coal consumers. 

TREATY OF PEACE SIGNED BETWEEN 
UKRAINE AND CENTRAL POWERS 

Bolsheviki Orders Complete Demobili- 
zation of Russian Troops on All Fronts 

On February 9, a peace agreement be- 
tween the central powers, consisting of Ger- 
many, Austria-Hungary, Turkey and Bul- 
garia, on the one hand, and Ukraine, the new 
south Russian republic, on the other, was 

signed at Brest-Litovsk. This was followed 
by a dispatch on February 11, stating that 
Russia, comprising the northern portion of 
the old original Russian empire, now under 
the control of the bolsheviki, while desisting 
from signing a formal peace treaty, had de- 
clared the state of war between herself and 
the central powers to be at an end, and had 
ordered a complete demobilization of Russian 
forces on all fronts. 

Leon Trotsky, the bolsheviki foreign minis- 
ter, and other members of the peace delega- 
tion, in a proclamation to the people of Rus- 
sia, said: 

“The peace negotiations are at an end. 
The German capitalists, bankers and land- 
lords, supported by the silent co-operation of 
the English and French bourgeoisie, submit- 
ted to our comrades, members of the peace 
delegation at Brest-Litovsk, conditions such 
as could not be subscribed to by the Russian 

| 
revolution. 

“The governments of Germany and Aus- 
tria possess countries and peoples vanquished 
by force of arms. To this authority Russian 
people, workmen and peasants, could not give 
its acquiescence. We could not sign a peace 
which would bring with it sadness, op- 
pression and suffering to millions of work- 
men and peasants. 

“But we also cannot, will not and must not 
continue a war begun by czars and capital- 
ists in alliance with czars and capitalists. 
We will not and we must not continue to be 
at war with the Germans and Austrians — 

workmen and peasants like ourselves. 
“We are not signing a peace of landlords 

and capitalists. Let the German and Aus- 
trian soldiers know who are placing them in 
the field of battle and let them know for what 
they are struggling. Let them know also 
that we refuse to fight against them. 

“Our delegation, fully conscious of its re- 
sponsibility before the Russian people and 
the oppressed workers and peasants of other 
countries, declared on Feb. 10, in the name of 
the council of the people’s commissaries of 
the government of the federal Russian re- 
public to the governments of the peoples 
involved in the war with us and of the neu- 
tral countries, that it refused to sign an an- 
nexationist treaty. 

“Russia, for its part, declares the present 
war with Germany and Austria-Hungary, 
Turkey and Bulgaria at an end. 

“Simultaneously, the Russian troops re- 
ceive an order for complete demobilization 
on all fronts.” 

It will be remembered that the Ukrainian 
rada, a few weeks ago, declared their inde- 
pendence of Russia, this step resulting in 
the formation of a new republic in southern 
Russia. Ukraine comprises the famous 
black-soil region of southern Russia; it in- 
cludes one of the richest wheat raising coun- 
tries in the world and has great natural re- 
sources. This peace agreement will, of 
course, open up an outlet for her grain, 
which has been cut off from the markets of 
the world for more than three years. 

Alexander A. Bublikoff, who held the po- 
sition of minister of roads and communica- 
tions in the first of the Russian revolutions, 
and who is now in New York, is quoted in a 
special dispatch to the Chicago Tribune of 
February 12, as predicting that a declaration 
of peace between Russia and Germany must 
inevitably lead to the economic and political 
domination of Russia by Germany.. Peace, 
he said, would be followed by an avalanche of 
German goods. Inasmuch as paper money 
would have no value in Germany, the Ger- 
mans would demand, in exchange, raw ma- 
terial of every character. 

/ 
GRAIN SHIPMENTS GIVEN PRIORITY 

An order was issued from Washington on 
February 8, by Director General McAdoo 
directing the railroads to give priority to 
grain shipments from the states of Illinois, 
Minnesota, Montana, Missouri, Iowa, South 
and North Dakota, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
Wisconsin and Kansas. The grain blockade 
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has caused a shortage of food supplies in the 
United States and has curtailed shipments 
abroad. It also has caused a loss to the 
farmers, reducing business generally 
throughout the agricultural sections. 

The need for speedy transportation has 
been urged by grain interests which have 
shown that between 30 and 40 per cent of 
corn, this year, contains so much moisture, 
it will spoil quickly unless hastened to eleva- 
tors and dried. 

FOOD REGULATIONS 

A threat of commandeering flour and sugar 
was made on February 10, by Food Adminis- 
trator Harry A. Wheeler, of Illinois, who 
believes that the shortage of both commodi- 
ties is due to transportation congestion. 

The order requiring housewives to buy one 

pound of substitute cereal for every pound of 
flour has been revoked for the present, ow- 

ing to the prevalent shortage of substitutes. 
They are now allowed to buy two pounds of 
flour with one pound of substitutes instead 
of in equal amounts. This rule, however, is 
not expected to be in force longer than March 
1, when in all probability it will revert to the 
half and half program. 

To insure a good supply of eggs during the 
coming season, the food administration has 
issued an order that no pullets or hens may be 
killed and sold to dealers between February 
11 and April 30. 

The order reads as follows: 
“The licensee shall not between Feb. 11 

and April 30 purchase, ship, sell or negotiate 
the sale of any live or freshly killed hens or 

pullets, provided, however, that this shall not 
prevent the purchase, shipment or sale be- 
tween Feb. 11 and Feb. 23 of hens or pullets 
which were either killed or shipped prior to 
Feb. 11 to markets for sale as food and pro- 
vided further that nothing in this rule shall 
prevent the purchase, shipment or sale of 
live hens or pullets for egg production pur- 
poses.” s 

According to Lapsley C. Ewing, president 
of the Louisville Cereal Mill Company, the 
large demand for corn meal has caused mills 
to start up all over the country. These mills 
could easily supply the demand, if they had 
the material. In the East, however, some of 
the largest mills have been forced to close 
for lack of hominy. 

PRESIDENT WILSON LAYS DOWN BAS- 
IS OF FUTURE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 

President Wilson, addressing Congress in 
joint session on February 11, replied to the 
recent speeches of German Chancellor Von 
Hertling and the Austrian foreign minister, 
Count Czernin, concerning peace terms. The 
President addressed, not so much Congress, 
as the central powers. Following the cus- 
tom inaugurated with other addresses of its 
kind his words were cabled to all the princi- 
pal capitals of the world. 

The President stated that Chancellor Von 
Hertling’s recent declarations were vague, 
confusing, and equivocal. Count Czernin’s 
speech, however, was very different in tone. 
“Czernin,” he said, “seems to see the funda- 
mental elements of peace with clear eyes and 
does not seek to obscure them.” 

President Wilson laid down the basis of 
future peace negotiations in the following 
terms: 

1. That each part of future settlements 
must be based upon the essential justice of 
each particular case, and on such adjustment 
most likely to bring peace permanently. 

“2. That peoples and provinces are not 
to be bartered about from sovereignty to 
sovereignty as the shuttles and pawns in a 

game, even the great game now forever dis- 
credited. 

“3. Every territorial settlement involved 
in this war must be made in the interests of 
and for the benefit of the population con- 
cerned and not as part of a mere adjustment 
or compromise of claims among rival states, 
and — 

“All world-defined national aspirations 
shall be accorded the utmost satisfaction that 
can be accorded them without the introduc- 
tion of new or fluctuating old elements of dis- 
cord and antagonism that would be likely to 
encourage a break in the peace of Europe 
and of the world. 

“General peace erected upon such founda- 
tions can be discussed.” 

The president had been counseled by some 
of his official advisers against making the ad- 
dress at this time. He went aljead, however, 
and let it be known that he intends to wage 
peace as well as war. He gave assurances to 
the central powers that he is willing to make 
concessions in regard to the fourteen condi- 
tions of peace he enunciated on January 8. 

According to Arthur Sears Henning, 
Washington correspondent of the Chicago 
Tribune, the president will be disappointed 
if the Teutonic statesmen do not make an 
early reply to his address. If these replies 
are forthcoming, he will be ready with a re- 
joinder, confident that a continuation of this 
process will provide a basis for the conclu- 
sion of peace. 

(Continued on page 4) 

GARDENING 
(By A. E. Sach) 

There are ways of farming our land to give 
the best results with the least possible labor. 
To do this, one must first get a suitable piece 
of land; then find out what it requires to 
bring it to a proper condition by supplying 
those elements which are lacking in the way 
of fertilizers, drainage, etc. When once this 
has been accomplished, it is a comparatively 
easy matter to raise good crops; even a sea- 
son that is too wet or too dry can largely be 
overcome by having the land just right and 
keeping it so. 

Those who wish to make truck gardening 
a specialty and do not know just what their 
particular land requires, can send a sample of 
it to the government department of argicul- 
ture at Washington, where it will be analyzed 
in order to determine its requirements. 

This article is not written to furnish scien- 
tific instruction in gardening, but merely to 

’ give some general information on how to get 
the best results from the garden around the 
house and from an extra lot or two that may 
be owned or rented. It has now become more 

important than ever to get all that is possible 
out of the soil; but let no one think this can 
be done without the proper care and ingre- 
dients being put into it. 

“A Little Farm Well Tilled,” is a good 
motto for us all. Better results with less 
work may be attained by doing a small piece 
well, than by attempting a large piece with 
scanty fertilization and indifferent cultiva- 
tion. The one great secret of good crops, 
after the land has been fed or supplied with 
sufficient nutriment in the form of manure, is 
constant cultivation, allowing no clods or 
crust to form after heavy rains. The, finer 
or more mellow the soil is kept, the better the 
seeds will grow. Especially is this the case 
with the smaller seeds, such as carrots, 
onions, parsely, lettuce, etc. 

A great deal ot blame that is given the 
storekeeper for selling poor seeds does not 
belong to him; neither does it belong to the 
seeds. It may be that the ground was too 
coarse or that after the seeds were planted 
a heavy rain came and encrusted the ground; 
or perhaps an extra dry season came and 
caused the soil to form in lumps. Ground 
should be cultivated so that the soil lies in 
very fine soft molds in order that the mois- 
ture from below can rise into it thereby sup- 
plying the seeds with sufficient dampness to 
enable them to take hold and grow. Of 
course, however, all young seeds and plants 
must have either rain or the watering-can 
within a reasonable time. Do not cultivate 
too soon after a rain, especially on heavy or 
clay land; the stirring of soil when too wet is 
apt to cause it to form it into a cement-like 
mass in which the plant food is locked and 
into which the tender roots cannot penetrate. 
On sandy soil this would not happen. 

WHAT IS THE FIRST THING TO DO NOW? 

It does not look much like gardening 
weather yet, but a little later there will be so 
many things to do all at once that whatever 
can be prepared now will be a great advan- 
tage. 

The first thing to do, if you want to have 
things early, is to get your hotbed frames 
ready. You can order these from the Zion 
Building Industry or make them yourself. 

A standard size is to have them 6 feet from 
back to front and as long as you wish. Have 
the sash coverings made 3 feet wide, so that 
they caji be easily handled. Select a sunny 
position for them, preferably sheltered from 
the north, and make the back or north side 
of the frame about 12 or 14 inches high; the 
front 4 or 6 inches lower. Dig out the ground 
underneath and fill in with stable manure; 
but the bin should be drained so that water 
will not soak in and keep it saturated. The 
fresh manure should be filled in to a depth of 
18 to 24 inches. Cover this with about 4 
inches of fine loam. It will then heat and 
probably get too hot at first; when it has 
cooled off so that the temperature is about 
80 degrees, plant the seeds, which should be 
done toward the end of February or early in 
March. When the plants are a few inches 
high and the frosts are over, a cold frame 
should be ready into which to transplant 
them. 

The cold frame is just the same size and 
is made the same as the hot frame; but it 
does not require the manure underneath — 

simply a, good thickness of fine rich soil. It 
may be covered with muslin frames instead of 
glass. In both cases, ventilation should be 
given during the sunny days. 

Many people cannot have hotbeds or cold 
frames, but they want to be early with their 
garden and save the expense of buying plants. 
This can be done by procuring some empty 
wood boxes about 414 inches deep. Fill them 
with fine rich soil or leaf molds, and plant 
the seeds in them, keeping them in the house 
in a warm and light place. By this means, 
you will be ready with nice young plants as 
soon as the frosts have gone. The seeds may 
be sown fairly thick and when about V/2 
inches high, transplanted separately into 
other boxes. 

Egg Plant, tomatoes, cabbage, celery and 
all such plants may be had much earlier in 


