
“Billy” Sunday said, in one of his addresses in Omaha, and this address is to 
be found on page 19 of the “Omaha Bee,” October 25, 1915, “THE MAN WHO 
DECEIVES HIS NEIGHBOR IS A LIAR.” 

Editorial Note by Wilbur Glenn Voliva: We ask all honest men and women 

whether a man who professes to be a Christian and a minister, and who goes before 
an audience and delivers a stolen address, palming it off as his own, is not one of 
the worst of LIARS and DECEIVERS? 

Quotations from letter of Mr.. 
A. Sheldrick, of 3 Bowdoinj 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts, i 

December 27,1916: 

“BILLY” SUNDAY STEALS 
GIPSY SMITH’S SERMONS 

*‘ So far as Gipsy Smith is con- 

cerned, for nearly eight years 
nothing was known of it out- 

side, as Sunday was anxious to I 

keep it quiet. Six persons only j 
knew about it, namely, myself j 
and my wife, Gipsy Smith and 
his wife, and Sunday and his 
wife. Even his secretary, Ack- 

ley, was kept in the dark. Sev- 
eral times Ackley quizzed me,; 

r and said, ‘The boss (meaning 
Sunday) was up in the air for 
about eight days, as he did not 
know but Gipsy Smith might 
take action.’ 

“Ackley got drunk when he 
fell out with Sunday, and he 

began to talk, and said he could 
write an interesting book about 

Sunday. He had been his pri- 
vate secretary for ten years. 

“At the same time, he said 

Sunday stole Gipsy Smith’s ser- 

mons; and his famous sermon, 

‘Red, White, and Blue,’ on the 

Home, was George R. Stuart’s. 
“But the telegraph wires got 

busy, and John Wanamaker got 
^ hold of him up to his house and 

set him up in the hymnbook 
business, and promised to foot 
the bills. Ackley is now run- 

ning a hymnbook business at 
1010 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
“I saw the letter from Sun- 

day saying he had destroyed the 
plates, and Gipsy Smith and my- 
self agreed to hush it up. The 
man is such an extraordinary 
faker that the time has come to 

expose his hypocrisy.” 

1 SST VOLIVA 
Will Deliver, God Willing, 

AN ADDRESS 
IN 

Zion Tabernacle 
Michigan Avenue & 26th St. 

(Get off at 26th Street) 

LORD’S DAY, MARCH 17, 

At 3:00 p. m. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
4- 

THE THEOCRAT is pub- 
lished every Saturday and may 
be had by addressing Zion 
Publishing House, Administra- 
tion Building, Zion City, Illi- 
nois. 

This is the second special 
number devoted to the liter- 
ary thefts of ‘'Billy” Sunday, 
and there will be other special 
numbers. 

Volume 5, No. 4, dated 
March 9, 19 1 8, is a complete 
exposure of Sunday’s thefts 
from Ingersoll, Talmage, and 
others. 

Single copy.3 cents 
Two copies.5 cents 
One dozen or more, 

per copy .2 cents 

Special Note: 

These special numbers of 
THE THEOCRAT should be 
scattered broadcast, and should 
be read by every honest per- 
son. 

Send in your orders to Zion 
Publishing House, Administra- 
tion Building, Zion City, Illi- 
nois. 

Office of Wilbur Glenn Voliva, 
General Overseer of the Christian 
Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion, 
Administration Building, Zion City, 
Illinois. 

March 7,1918. 
Mr. Ackley, 
Hymn Book Business, 
1010 Art Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
My dear Sir: 

I am in receipt of a letter con- 

taining the following state- 
ments : 

“So far as Gipsy Smith is 
concerned, for nearly eight 
years nothing was known of 
it outside, as Sunday was 

anxious to keep it quiet. 
Six persons only knew 
about it — namely, myself 
and wife, Gipsy Smith and 
wife, and Sunday and his 
wife. Even his secretary, 
Ackley, was kept in the 
dark. Several times Ackley 
quizzed me and said, ‘The 
boss (meaning Sunday) was 

up in the air for about eight 
days, as he did not know 
but Gipsy Smith might take 
action. Ackley 
said he could write an in- 
teresting book about Sun- 
day. He had been his secre- 

tary for ten years. At the 
same time, he said Sunday 
stole Gipsy Smith’s ser- 

mons; and his famous ser- 

mon, ‘Red, White, and 
Blue,’ on the home, was 

George R. Stuart’s.” 

I have here a clipping from 
the “Chicago Tribune,” in 
which you are reported to have 
said that “Billy” Sunday steals 
all of his principal sermons, and 
that you would have some in- 
teresting exposures to make. 

Evidently you never carried 
out your statement, and there- 
fore I wish to ask you about the 
following which has been writ- 
ten to me: 

“But the telegraph wires 
got busy, and John Wana- 
maker got hold of Ackley 
and brought him to his 
house and set him up in the 
hymn book business, and 
promised to foot the bills.” 

Now, I would like for you to 

supply me with all the informa- 
tion you have showing that 
“Billy” Sunday used other 
men’s sermons and addresses. 

I am perfectly willing to pay 
you for your trouble. 

I shall await with interest 
your reply. 

If I do not receive any reply 
— which some have ventured to 

say I would not — I will then 
publish this letter in both of my 
papers in connection with my 
exposures of “Billy” Sunday. 

I have a great deal of infor- 
mation, but there is no doubt 
that you have more information 
than anybody else. 

Awaiting your reply, I am 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) 

WILBUR GLENN YOLIYA. 

Office of Wilbur Glenn Voliva, 
General Overseer of the Christian 
Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion, 
Administration Building, Zion City, 
Illinois. 

March 9, 1918. 
Mr. John Wanamaker, 
Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 
Dear Sir: 

Your attention is called to 
the following article, which ap- 
peared in the “Chicago Tri- 
bune:” 

(From the Chicago Tribune) 
SUNDAY SERMONS PLAG- 

IARY, SAYS FORMER 
SECRETARY 

Bentley D. Ackley Asserts 
Baseball Evangelist Has Cop- 
ied Words of Talmage and 
Gipsy Smith. 

Philadelphia, Pa., June 16.— 
“Billy Sunday’s most effective 
sermons were plagiarized.” 

Bentley D. Ackley, former 
secretary to the baseball evan- 

gelist, made that statement to- 

day when he charged that the 
sermons Sunday delivered in 
his revivals in this city, Patter- 
son, and elsewhere were almost 
exact counterparts of those de- 
livered by Evangelist Sam 
Jones, Talmage, and Gipsy 
Smith. 

Ackley alleged that Sunday’s 
'sermon, “New Birth,” which 
seldom failed to reap a harvest 
of “sawdust trail hitters,” was 

preached several years ago by 
Gipsy Smith. He further de- 
clared he himself took the ser- 

mon in shorthand when Smith 
delivered it at Winona Lake. 

The former secretary also al- 
leged Sunday’s sermon on the 
ten commandments was taken 
from the writings of Evangelist 
T. De Witt Talmage, and that 
“Chickens Come Home to 
Roost” was delivered by Sam 
Jones. 

I am in receipt of a letter 
from Mr. A. Sheldrick, 3 Bow- 
doin Street, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, in which he says: 

“Ackley got drunk when 
he fell out with Sunday, 
and he began to talk, and 
said he could write an in- 
teresting book about Sun- 
day. He had been his pri- 
vate secretary for ten 

years. At the same time, 
he said Sunday stole Gipsy 
Smith’s sermons, and his fa- 
mous sermon, ‘Red, White, 
and Blue,’ on the Home, 
was George R. Stuart’s. 

“But the telegraph wires 
got busy, and John Wana- 
maker got hold of him up 
to his house and set him up 
in the hymn book business, 
and promised to foot the 
bills. Ackley is now run- 

ning a hymn book busi- 
ness at 1010 Art Street, 
Philadelphia.” 
I am mailing you a copy of 

my paper, “The Theocrat.” 
I have written Mr. Ackley, 

giving him an opportunity 
either to affirm or deny, and 
have told him it is my intention 
to print my letter to him. 

I now very respectfully ask 
you, on receipt of this letter, 
either to affirm or deny the 
statement: 

“But the telegraph wires 
got busy, and John Wana- 
maker got hold of him up 
to his house and set him up 
in the hymn book busi- 
ness, and promised to foot 
the bills.” 
Awaiting your reply, I am 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) 
WILBUR GLENN YOLIVA. 

* SHILOH TABERNACLE 
Lord’s Day, March 17, 1918 
6:30 A. M. EARLY MORNING MEET- 

ING. 
Praise, Prayer, and Testi- 
mony. 

9:30 A. M. BIBLE SCHOOL. 
Lesson : Acts, Chapter 10. 

2:30 P M. PRINCIPAL MEETING. 
Address by Apostle Anton 
Darms. 

t 

8:00 P. M. MEETING IN PRAYER 
ROOM. 

DIVINE HEALING MEETING —Wed- 
nesday, 2.30 p. m. 

(Shiloh Tabernacle, Prayer Room) 
MIDWEEK MEETING — Wednesday, 

7:45 p. m. 

(Shiloh Tabernacle) 
DIVINE HEALING MEETING —Fri- 

Day, 10:00 a. m. 

(Zion Home Assembly Room) 

In another address, “Billy” Sunday said, “A BUSINESS MAN IS A THIEF 

WHEN HE MAKES FALSE MISREPRESENTATIONS CONCERNING GOODS 

HE HAS TO SELL.” 

Editorial Note by Wilbur Glenn Voliva: We say to “Billy” Sunday that a 

professed minister of the Gospel who steals another man’s sermon, gets up on the 

platform and delivers it, palming it off as his own, is making false representations 
and deceiving the people, and is therefore a thief. 

SMf o\ 
RoW G In person 

Robert G. Ingersoll delivered a Decoration Day oration at the Academy of Music in New 
York City, on May 30,1882. 

“Billy” Sunday delivered a Decoration Day address in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, May 
26,1912, and this address was reported in the “Daily Times” of Beaver, Pennsylvania, Monday 
evening, May 27, 1912, under the following headlines: 

DAY FOR MEMORY AND FOR TEARS 

“Billy” Sunday Preaches Memorial Sermon — Eloquence Shames His Knockers 

The paper adds: “They all heard from the lips of Evangelist Sunday what was unani- 

mously declared to be the most eloquent, forceful, and inspiring address that has ever come 

from the lips of man on a similar occasion in this valley. 
“Following the address, a pathetic incident occurred, when an old veteran, enfeebled by 

age, walking by the aid of crutches, grasped the hand of Mr. Sunday and said, It was the best 
thing I ever heard.’ ” 

The fact of the matter is that “Billy” Sunday stole a large part of the Decoration Day 
address which he delivered, from Robert G. Ingersoll. He received the words of praise with- 
out a blush of shame, knowing full well that he had stolen Ingersoll’s address and palmed it 
off as his own. 

The above picture should be a powerful sermon to every honest man and woman in the 
city of Chicago, and everywhere else. 

In another address, “Billy” Sunday said: “IT IS ABOUT AS MUCH OF A SIN 
TO WORRY AS IT IS TO STEAL CHICKENS.” 

! 
— 

Editorial Note by Wilbur Glenn Voliva: We would simply substitute for 
chickens, ” “ other men’s sermons. 

” 

AN ORDINANCE 
SUBMITTING TO THE VOTERS OF THE CITY OF 

ZION, A PROPOSITION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF SAID CITY TO LEVY AND COL- 
LECT TAXES FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES, EX- 
CLUSIVE OF BONDED INDEBTEDNESS IN ANY 
AMOUNT NOT EXCEEDING TWO (2) PER CENT- 
UM UPON THE AGGREGATE VALUATION OF 
ALL PROPERTY WITHIN SAID CITY SUBJECT 
TO TAXATION THEREIN, AS THE SAME MAY 
BE EQUALIZED FOR STATE AND COUNTY 
TAXES FOR THE YEAR FOR WHICH SAID 
TAXES MAY BE LEVIED, IN PURSUANCE OF AN 
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS, APPROVED JUNE 26, 1917, ENTITLED 
“AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 1 OF ARTICLE 
VIII OF AN ACT ENTITLED ‘AN ACT TO PRO- 
VIDE FOR THE INCORPORATION OF CITIES 
AND VILLAGES,' APPROVED APRIL 10, 1872, IN 
FORCE JULY 1, 1872, AS SUBSEQUENTLY 
AMENDED.” (SESSION LAWS, ILLINOIS 1917, 
PAGE 240) 

BE IT ORDAINED BY~THe”CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF ZION. IN THE COUNTY OF LAKE AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS: 
SECTION 1. That in pursuance of an act of Legis- 

lature of the State of Illinois, approved June 25, 1917, 
entitled “An Act to Amend Section 1 of Article VIII of 
an Act entitled ‘An Act to Provide for the Incor- 
poration of Cities and Villages,’ Approved April 10, 
1872, in force July 1, 1872, as subsequently amended,” 
(Session Laws of Illinois, 1917, page 240, et seq.) 
there hereby is called an election of the qualified vot- 
ers of the City of Zion, for April 16, A. D. 1918, to 
vote upon the proposition to authorize the City Council 
of said City to levy and collect taxes for corporate 
purposes in excess of the one and two-tenths (1.2) per 
centum authorized by the general taxing power of 
cities, and not to exceed two (2) per centum upon the 
aggregate valuation of all property within said City 
of Zion subject to taxation therein, as the same may 
be equalized for State and County taxes for the year 
for which said taxes may be levied. 

SECTION 2. Said election shall be held in the 
five respective precincts or wards of said City of Zion, 
on Tuesday, April 16, A. D. 1918, from 7 o’clock A. M. 
to 5 o’clock P. M. of said day, at the respective polling 

places in the five respective precincts or wards of said 
City, at which the Annual City Election of said City 
for the year A. D. 1918 shall be held; and the judges 
and clerks serving in the five respective precincts or 
wards of said City at the said Annual City Election, 
on April 16, A. D. 1918, are hereby constituted the 
judges and clerks to preside at, and conduct the said 
election of voters to vote on said proposition to author- 
ize the City Council of said City to levy and collect 
taxes for corporate purposes in excess of one and two- 
tenths (1.2) per centum, and not to exceed two (2> 
per centum in any one taxable year upon the aggre- 
gate valuation of all property within said City sub- 
ject to taxation therein, as the same may be equalized 
for State and County taxes for the current year for 
which said taxes may be levied. 

SECTION 3. The proposition so to be voted on by 
the qualified voters of said City, shall be printed on a 
ballot and shall be as follows: 

Shall the City Council of the Put X in 
City of Zion be authorized to Square Oppo- 
levy and collect taxes for cor- site Your Vote 
porate purposes of said City, in 
excess of one and two-tenths In 
(1.2) per centum, and not to ex- Favor 
ceed two (2) per centum, (ex- 
elusive of the amount levied for 
the payment of bonded indebt- YES 
edness, or interest thereon) up- 
on the aggregate valuation of -—- 

all property within said City, Op- 
subject to taxation therein as posed 
the same may be equalized for 
State and County taxes for the 
current year for which said NO 
taxes may be levied? 

SECTION 4. At said election called by this ordi- 
nance, every person seeking to cast a vote on the 
proposition mentioned in Section 3, shall give his or 
her name and address to the judges of the election, 
and if duly qualified the said name and address of each 
said voter shall be entered in poll books kept by the 
clerks of said election, and a blank official ballot, 
marked with the initials of one of the judges, shall be 
furnished each said voter, and said voter shall retire 
to a voting booth and mark said ballot with an “X’* 

(Continued on Next Page) 


