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Judge King of Chicago Visits Zion City 
Was a Personal Friend of Abraham Lincoln—Has Known Every 

President of the United States from Buchanan Down 
(C. B. W.) 

Zion City has a distinguished visitor, this 
week, in the person of Judge Simeon W. King 
of the Federal Court in Chicago. He is accom- 

panied by his life-long friend, Rev. H. J. Brine, 
also of that city. 

Judge King is in his 86th year; Mr. Brine, in 
his 83d. Both are men of remarkable vigor and 
vitality for their advanced age, and each claims 
the unusual distinction of never having been 
sick a* day in his life.' 

Through a long public career, replete with 
rich and varied experience, Judge King has had 
the privilege of being personally associated with 
nearly all the men of national repute, in the 
United States, from the days of the Civil War 
down to the present time. 

At the invitation of the General Overseer, he 
delivered a brief address from the platform of 
Shiloh Tabernacle last Lord’s Day afternoon, 
and on Tuesday forenoon, he also gave a very 
interesting and instructive talk before the 
students of Zion Schools, in the auditorium of 
the College building, in the course of which he 
related many personal incidents reminiscent of 
the presidents of the United States, especially 
Lincoln, and other public men. 

During their stay in Zion City these gentle- 
men are guests of the General Overseer. 

When interviewed at Zion Home by The 
Theocrat representative, Judge King related the 
following incidents connected with some of the 
most important events in American history: 

“My name is Simeon Woodrow King. On 
August 18, next, if God spares my life, I will 
be 86 years young. I was never sick a day in 
my life. 
“I was born in 1832 in the State of Ohio. I 

was converted when-Lwas between 12 and 15 
years of age at a place known as Vinegar Hill, 
Cecil County. Maryland, near the Rising Sun. 
Notwithstanding the name it has always seemed 
one of the sweetest spots on earth to me. 

“I was a poor boy, at that time, working for 
a, man by the name of Edwin Haines. I asked 
him, if after I had husked so many shocks of 
com, he naming the number, my day’s work 
would be complete. He said it would. 

“Well, I finished my task every day about 
the middle of the afternoon. Then I had noth- 
ing to do but go to the house, change my clothes, 
and walk five miles to Vinegar Hill where a 

protracted meeting was in progress. On the 
third night that I went, I was converted. 

As I walked home that night it seemed to 
me that I had never seen the sky so blue nor 
the stars so bright, and never before had I felt 
so happy. 

“Since then I have always lived a Christian 
life. I was never satisfied, however, to live that 
life alone, but began to care for the welfare of 
others with whom I came in contact and to ask 
them if they were leading a Christian life, and if 
they were not, I felt it my duty to do all I pos- 
sibly could to lead them to God. Indeed, I 
promised my dear Heavenly Father that during 
the remainder of my life there should not be a 

day pass over my head without my trying to 
save someone; and when I have succeeded, there 
lias been a happiness come' into my heart and 
life that no language could express. 

“I knew Abraham Lincoln intimately and 
well. I became acquainted with him four years 
before he became president. The first time I 
saw him I thought he was the homeliest man I 
had ever met. I was staying in Chicago at that 
time, and after my first glimpse of him, I 
thought, Is that a beggar? I well remember 
how he looked — tall and lanky, an old, torn 
umbrella in one hand, and a little, dilapidated 
grip in the other. 

He was a lawyer in those days living in 
Springfield, and every time he had a case to try 
in the Federal Court he came up to Chicago and 
tried it before the only federal judge then liv- 
ing, Judge Thomas Drummond. Always when 
he came, he made his headquarters with the law 
firm of Goodrich, Farwell & Smith. 

“The first time I met him, he came to the 
place where I was working, early in the morn- 

ing. I spoke to him, asking his name, and he 
replied, ‘Abe Lincoln’. He looked me over 

thoroughly, and then asked me if I were a good 
boy. I told him I tried to be. The next ques- 
tion he asked me was, if I loved Jesus, and I 
replied that I did. 

“Then he opened his large hand this way 
(demonstrating), and said: ‘My boy, I want 
you to promise me today that as long as the dear 
Lord permits you to live, you will not smoke 
a cigar, chew tobacco, drink any liquor, nor tell 
an untruth.’ I made the promise and I have 
sincerely kept it up to this hour. 

“The first vote I ever cast was in 1860 to 
make Abraham Lincoln president of the United 
States. 

“I vividly remember the great Lincoln-Doug- 
las series of debates. I heard those wonderful 
arguments. 

“One could not imagine a stronger contrast 
than between Lincoln and Douglas. The lat- 
ter was a small man, 5 feet, 2 inches, in height, 
and almost as broad as long; the former, 6 feet, 
2 inches m height. Douglas was prim and neat 
in appearance—Lincoln, rather careless of dress, 

homely and ungainly; yet, there was a quiet 
dignity about the man, and when he spoke, 0, 
My! How eloquent he was I 

“The day they spoke from the veranda of 
the Tremont Hotel in Chicago I saw such a 

crowd of people as I have never since seen ex- 

cept at McKinley’s inauguration. As far as the 
eye could see, in both directions, the streets were 
black and crowded with people, and every win- 
dow and doorway was filled to the utmost. 

“Douglas opened the debate by speaking a 
half hour. Lincoln followed with a reply of 
like duration. Douglas then spoke for an hour, 
and Lincoln finished with another hour—and do 
you know, when they had concluded, Douglas 
wasn’t anywhere—Lincoln had everybody with 
him—and such applause! I thought it would 
never stop. 

“I was appointed Federal Judge for the 
northern district of Illinois for life by President 
Abraham Lincoln when I was 31 years, 6 months 
old, and I still hold that high position. I was 
never so surprised in all my life as when this 
great honor was conferred upon me—I, a poor, 
struggling, young man. 

peared outside the barn. Booth began firing at 

him. Corbet called to him to put up his pistols 
and surrender, but Booth refused and continued 

firing. Finally, Corbet drew his rifle and shot 
him dead. This occurred in my presence. 

“All the printed stories about them follow- 

ing Booth for days into Virginia, and at last 

shooting him in a burning barn, are untrue. I 
was an eyewitness to the tragedy. 

‘‘ Some of Booth’s friends buried the body in 
the clothes he had on; but that same night the 
body was removed from the grave, and none of 
his relatives know from that day to this what 
became of it. 

“So ended the life of J. "Wilkes Booth. 
“Those were awful days. In the Battle of 

Shiloh which occurred April 5 and 6, 1862, I 
saw the Confederate commander, General Al- 
bert Sidney Johnston, shot and fall from his 
horse, dead, right near a little Methodist Church. 
He was a splendid looking man. 

“Abraham Lincoln never belonged to any 
church, although he was a deeply religious man. 

He told me personally that the reason of this 
was because he had not seen enough of Jesus 
Christ in the churches to satisfy him. Mrs. 
Lincoln, however, was a Presbyterian. When- 
ever they came to Chicago they always stopped 
at the Tremont Hotel^the largest in Chicago 
at that time. I was residing there, and of 
course was well acquainted with Mrs. Lincoln 
as well as her husband. Whenever at home, 
Mr. Lincoln always accompanied his wife to 
church. 
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I am the only surviving pallbearer of Presi- 
dent Lincoln. I was in Washington the night 
that he was shot. 

“The President had a number of notable men 

at the White House with him, in the afternoon, 
and in the evening for tea, such as General 
Grant, John A. Logan, and others. Several of 
them expected to go to Ford’s Theater that 
evening, and urged the President to accompany 
them. He replied that he had never in all his 
life been in a theater, and did not wish to go. 
However, they continued to urge him, saying 
that all the people were expecting him on that 
particular evening, and he finally said: ‘I sup- 
pose if I have to go, I must.’ 

“At the end of the third act, J. Wilkes Booth 
came into the theater. He was well-known 
there and could go anywhere he wished. En- 
tering the box where the President and his 
party sat, he drew two pistols and with one of 
them shot Lincoln through the head. Lincoln 
died the next day. 

“As Booth sprang from the box onto the 
stage, he cried out in Latin, ‘Sic semper tyran- 
nis, which means, ‘Eyer thus to tyrants. Run- 
ning to the rear of the theater he sprang upon a 

horse which he had hired a little boy to hold 
for him, and clattered away into the darkness. 

I happened to have a friend there by the 
name of Boston Corbet, who also had a horse, 
upon which he sprang and followed after Booth 
with a rifle. I also procured a horse and joined 
in the chase. 

Cobet followed Booth several miles, steadily 
gaining upon him. He finally approached so 

close that Booth deserted his horse and sought 
refuge in a barn. The moment Corbet ap- 

Abraham Lincoln was the dearest friend, I 
next to my mother, I ever had. He would al- 
ways come and talk so pleasantly to me when I 
was a young man and encourage me to go out 
and speak for my party. 
“I have personally known every president 

of the United States from Buchanan down to 
the present time. They say that President 
Woodrow Wilson and I are second cousins, al- 
though he is a Democrat while I am a Repub- 
lican. 
“I have always lived a very active life. I 

used to employ a considerable staff of clerks in 
my office in Chicago. The man who assassin- 
ated President Garfield, Charles E. Giteau, was 

formerly in my employ. He was a very radical 
fellow, and I found Jie was carrying a pistol. I 
tried to get it from him by offering him con- 

siderably more than its value, but he said he 
needed it for self-protection. I told him he had 
better give it up or it would get him into 
trouble. 

“Finally he got so radical that I became 
afraid of him and discharged him. He went 
down to Washington, and within less than three 
days after leaving my employ, shot President 
Garfield in the Pennsylvania depot. 

“Ever since my appointment as Federal 
Judge, I have always been selected as a speaker 
by the Republican National Committee in every 
presidential campaign, touring the country 
from one end to the other. 

“When my friend Hughes was a candidate 
for president in the last campaign I started in 
at St. Paul, Minnesota, and delivered addresses 
all the way down through the western and 
southern states, as far south as Louisiana, and 
winding up with Alabama and the Carolinas. 

On that tour, I found the name of Lincoln as 

deeply and affectionately loved by the Southern- 
ers as it had once been hated. 

“We expect to remain in Zion City about an- 

other week, and both Mr. Brine and I are greatly 
enjoying ourselves. Zion City forbids the use 
of tobacco or liquor within its limits, and that 
suits me splendidly as I have never used either 
of them in my life. Neither do I ever attend a 

theater, believing that a Christian should never 

go to any such a place.” 

Lake County Forest Preserve, as a Bird 
Sanctuary 

BY MARY KELLY GRAVES 

(Note — The following article, submitted 
for publication in The Theocrat by W. J. Wat- 
kins, county agricultural adviser, deals with 
a subjeet of very practical importance. The 
study of birds, in connection with their value 
to crops, is attracting the attention of farm- 
ers more and more as they become enlight- 
ened on this subject. It is also being intro- 
duced into the schools in various parts of the 
country, especially in the State of Kansas, 
where it is estimated that millions of dollars 
worth of growing crops are destroyed every 
year through the depredations of insects, 
upon which bird life ldrgely subsists.) 

A very practical purpose which the pro- 
posed forest preserve for Lake County will 
serve, and one which should prove of vital 
interest to the farmer and agriculturist, is 
that of a much needed sanctuary for birds. 

The Illinois Audubon Society spent con- 
siderable time and money in putting on a 
series of lectures in Chicago during March, 
the purpose of which was to emphasize the 
part which birds play in food conservation, — 

just at present, a very real world problem. 
Lecturers of international fame have given 
themselves to this cause and much local in- 
terest has been aroused. The public has been 
requested to do everything in its power to 
attract birds to Central Eastern States, and 
much constructive work has been done to off- 
set the fallacy that birds are more harmful 
than useful to the agriculturist. 

through these lectures the public was in- 
formed of the thorough and interesting work 
which the government has done in investigat- 
ing the stomachs of thousands of birds to de- 
termine the question. The results of the in- 
vestigation seem to be all on the side of the 
contribution which these winged creatures 
make to man’s food supply. The department 
of agriculture will be glad to furnish these 
bulletins and references upon application. 

Mr. Louis Agassiz Fuertes of Ithaca, Newr 
York, estimates that the rodent, insect and 
weed-seed eating birds are responsible for a 

salvage to the grain and fruit crop of the 
United States, of not less than $1,000,000,- 
000 a year. 

It has been demonstrated that in a remark- 
ably short time, wild life recognizes protec- 
tion. The establishment of a forest preserve 
in Lake County would unquestionably restore 
much of the bird life that under present con- 
ditions is falling an easy prey to the lawless 
shooter with his pop gun and other destroying 
devices. 

The State Game and Fish Commission of 
Illinois is already doing good work in the in- 
terest of the birds and Lake County has a bird 
reservation near Round Lake. An encourag- 
ing sign is the fact that the State Farmer’s 
Institute has several times in the last few 
years had on its program, talks on “Bene- 
ficial Birds.” The time is ripe for more con- 
certed and persistent work along these lines. 
Why not the greater sanctuary which a for- 
est preserve would give? 

Much of the ground work has been laid 
through state legislation and the practical 
experience which Cook County has had in go- 
ing steadily forward in securing the land con- 
templated for its preserve. It only remains 
for the people of Lake County to register 
their demand at the polls and these beautiful 
districts will belong to the people for all times 
as a forest preserve. 

Mr. O. M. Schantz, president of the Illinois 
Audubon Society, has signified his willingness 

IMPORTANT ORDER BY 
FOOD ADMINISTRATION 

The following important order was is- 
sued on April 15 by Harry A Wheeler, 
federal food administrator for Illinois: 

“Before making sales of sugar and 
wheat flour, retailers must ask all cus- 
tomers what quantities they have on hand 
and on order. They must refuse to fill 
orders which would overstock purchaser 
beyond food administration limits. 

“Food administration limits” means 30 
days supply for each family. Over that 
time would be hoarding, for which there 
is a heavy penalty including confinement 
and service in the federal prison at Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. A reasonable supply of 
sugar is based on 3 pounds per month per 
person, and of flour on 6 pounds per month 
per person. 

Sales of wheat flour are limited to 12V4 
to 241/2 pounds in cities and towns, and 
241/> to 49 pounds in farming or rural dis- 
tricts. 

\ 


