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I Tabernacle Addresses! 
1 By Wilbur Glenn Voliva S 

The Kingdom of the Heavens and 
_The Church_ 

(Continued from last week.) 

Matthew Makes Clear the Pedigree of Jesus Christ 

Why, in the very First Verse of the First Chapter of 
Matthew, do we have these words: “The book of the gen- 
eration of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham” ? 

Who lived first, in point of time, David or Abraham? 
Abraham, of course! 
If man had written that chapter, he would not have had 

any better sense than to have written it: “The book of the 
generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of Abraham, the Son 
of David” 

To a Jew, the first that had to be made clear was that 
Jesus Christ was legally heir to the Davidic throne. 

Why have we the Gospel of Matthew, the Gospel of 
Mark, the Gospel of Luke, and the Gospel of John? 

There is a good reason for it. 
Beloved, the Three persons in the Godhead — GOD — 

Who made out this marvelous program, knew that Israel 
would reject the King and the offer of the Kingdom. But 
the Church was hidden, concealed, kept within Their Own 
secret council, until the time came for it to be made known. 

As you enter the Gospel of Matthew, you are standing 
upon Jewish ground, not on Church ground. 

In the first twelve chapters of Matthew, wherever you 
find the phrase “Kingdom of the Heavens,” it means ab- 
solutely the Theocratic Kingdom as it is predicted in the 
Old Testament. 

“— Where is He Who is born King of the Jews?” (Matt- 
hew 2:2) 

And yet, these old theological fossils have no more 
sense than to talk about Jesus being “our King” and the 
“King of the Church.” 

Take every old commentary, and you will find, without 
an exception, that the writers did not know anything about 
these prophecies; they never saw that the Kingdom of 
the Heavens was an earthly, tangible, literal Kingdom, 
with a literal throne — just as literal as that of the British 
Empire today. 

There is nothing in all this talk about a spiritual King- 
dom. 

John the Babtist's Ministry to Israel 

Jesus the Christ, the King of the Jews, was preceded 
by John the Baptist. In delivering his message, John the 
Baptist did not preach directly to any one but Israel. 

Why, the Lord would not even speak to the Syropheni- 
cian woman because she addressed Him as “Son of David.” 
As a Gentile, she had no right thus to address Him — she 
had no claim upon Him as Son of David. 

When those Greeks said, “Sir, we would see Jesus,” 
Jesus refused to see them; because Gentiles had no such 
claims upon Him as did the Jews. 

There are some people who try to say that the Kingdom 
of Heaven has been set up. \ 

Absolutely unscriptural! 
“And in the days of these kings shall the God of Heaven 

set up a kingdom.” — (Daniel 2:44) 
When is that? 
It has not been and it is not now. It is in the future. 
How did they receive John the Baptist? 
They put him in prison and cut off his head. 
How did they receive the King? 
They rejected and crucified Him! 
I have often asked different ones why it was, in sending 

out the Twelve, that Jesus forbade them to go to anybody 
except to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” I never 

found anybody who could tell me. They were afraid to 
tell it. 

Thank God, I am no coward. 
Some people, you know, would rather just be left alone. 
When you first came to hear John Alexander Dowie, 

you were all thanking God for the sickness He had put upon 
you. You had been taught that God was the Author of 
sickness and disease. * 

I was taught the same thing. At funeral services, when 
a man had died of consumption, for instance, I would say 
that it was God Who gave it to him, and so on. 

John Alexander Dowie put a handspike underneath 
that theological lie and hoisted it higher than Gilroy’s kite; 
and there is not one of you sitting here today who believes 
God is the Author of sickness and death. 

I have heard people cry and say, “I am not going to 
hear Dr. Dowie any more! He has just upset about every- 
thing I held dear!” 

Well, if I hold any false doctrine dear, it ought to be 

upset. 
For a long time the Gospel of the Kingdom was 

preached. “Gospel” means Glad Tidings of the Kingdom 
— an announcement; and the Kingdom that was an- 

nounced was the Theocratic Kingdom, the Kingdom with 
the Davidic throne — the Kingdom to be set up on this 
earth. 

Erroneous Teaching Concerning the Kingdom of God 

I have heard D. D.s and LL. D.s preach on the text, 
“The Kingdom of God is within you.” 

To whom was Jesus talking when He said that? Was 
He talking to saints? He was talking to tools of the devil! 
Would He say to them, “The Kingdom of God is within 

you”? 
In the first place, it is incorrect translation. It should 

read, “The Kingdom of God is among you,” or, “in your 
midst” 

The Kingdom was offered to Israel. There was no 

Church then. The Church came because they rejected the 

King and the Kingdom, which is to our benefit. God knew, 
from the beginning, that they would reject the Kingdom. 

Jesus told the Apostles to go to “the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel” because the Gospel of the Kingdom was 

for Israel, and not for any one else. 
That is the reason! 
The offer of the Kingdom was made to ISRAEL, and 

if they had received the King and accepted the message, 
the Theocratic Kingdom would have been set up right then 
and there; Jesus the Christ would not have been crucified, 
and there would have been no Church. 

God, in Eternity, Planned the Period of Time 

Let it be distinctly understood that according to the 

Scriptures, God (the Trinity — the Three Persons in the 

Godhead) arranged a complete plan in eternity — a plan 
covering the entire period of TIME — and that God saw 

from the beginning to the end, and that He saw the end 
from the beginning. 

In Genesis 1:26 we read: 
“And God said, Let US make man in OUR Image, 

after OUR Likeness; —” 

This statement was made in a council meeting of the 
Godhead (the Three Persons). Therefore, we have the 

expression, “Let US.” 
We have in this First Chapter of Genesis — and par- 

ticularly with reference to the creation of man — what is 
known as the* law of recurrence. This law is briefly defined 
as that way which the Holy Spirit has of first outlining a 

matter in a general way, and then, later, of presenting the 
same matter with all details. 

In Genesis 2:7 we have an account of the same matter 
that we have in Genesis 1:26, 27, but with details supplied. 

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 

ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living soul.” 

God created man a free moral agent — that is, with 
the power of choice. 

In the course of time, God called Abraham (Genesis 
12:1); Israel because God’s chosen people; the Theocratic 
Kingdom was established on earth, with God as its sole 
Ruler. 

But in time they asked for a king. Later, they divided 
into the ten tribes and the two tribes; and, still later, they 

were scattered, and we read about the dispersed of Judah 
and the scattered of Israel, and talk about the Jews (the 
two tribes) and the lost ten tribes of Israel. 

The Kingdom of the Heavens 

The subject of numerous prophecies in the Old Testa- 
ment is “The Kingdom of the Heavens,” which Daniel 
tells us will be set up “in the days of these kings.” (See 
Daniel 2:44, 45) 

When John the Baptist (whose coming was predicted 
both by Isaiah and Malachi) came as the forerunner of 
Christ’s first coming, he said, “Repent ye: for the Kingdom 
of the Heavens is at hand.” This was the Kingdom 
prophesied by Isaiah, Daniel, and other prophets. 

It was a part of God’s plan from eternity that the offer 
of the Kingdom of the Heavens should be and MUST be 
made to Israel. 

John said (Matthew 3.2), “The Kingdom of the 

Heavens is at hand.” Jesus (Matthew 4:17) said, “Repent: 
for the Kingdom of Heaven (literally, ‘of the heavens’) 
is at hand.” 

God knew from the beginning that the Jews would 

reject the offer —the Kingdom and the King; and, there- 

fore, a part of His plan, though it had been kept hidden, 
was the Church Period. 

The Kingdom of the Heavens in Matthew 3:2 and in 
Matthew 4:17 is the Kingdom which forms the subject of 
the Old Testament prophecies — the Theocratic Kingdom 
to be set up on this earth, with the restoration of the Davidic 

throne, with Jerusalem as the metropolis of the earth. 

The Church Period a Parenthetical Period 

It is true that if the Jews had accepted the forerunner, 
and had accepted the King and the offer of the Kingdom, 
it would have then and there been set up; but God knew 
from the beginning that the Jews, exercising their free 
moral agency, would do just what they did do — reject the 

forerunner, reject the King, and reject the offer of the 

Kingdom. Therefore, He arranged in His plan for the 
Church Period — a parenthetical period, a period thrown 
in — something which was brought about because of Israel’s 
rejection, as above outlined. 

The setting up of the Kingdom was postponed, and it 
will be set up when the Lord comes in glory at the end of 
the seven years — Daniel’s seventieth week — and at the 

beginning of the Millennium. 
The Kingdom of the Heavens is so called because the 

earth then will be ruled over by and from the heavens. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, together with the Church — the 

coheirs and corulers with Him — will rule over the earth, in 
and through the Theocratic Kingdom. 

The Church could not be organized until after Israel 

rejected Jesus and He was crucified, resurrected, and ascend- 
ed to the Father, and until after the descent of the Holy 
Ghost. 

The Gospel which was preached to Israel was the Gospel 
of the Kingdom — the Theocratic Kingdom to be set up 
on this earth. i 

A part of the Disciples’ Prayer, as you will recall, is: I 
i “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in I 
Heaven.” I 

This is a petition for the establishment of the Theo- 

cratic Kingdom — the Kingdom which is the subject of 
so many Old Testament prophecies. 

The Kingdom of the Heavens is one thing; the 

Church, the Body of Christ, is another thing. 
I y 

The Gospel of Grace the Gospel of the Church Period 

After Israel rejected the King and the Kingdom, you 
cannot find any authority in the Scriptures to show that 

Jesus again preached the Gospel of the Kingdom. It was 

THE GOSPEL OF GRACE which was then preached, and 

which has been, and is still being, preached during the 

Church period. 
When the seven years — the seventieth week (some- 

times called the missing week) of Daniel — begin, then 

again will the Gospel of the Kingdom be preached (Matt- 
hew 24:14). 

(To be continued) 
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Classified Advertisements 
i 

! SPECIAL NOTICE: — All classified ads. for THE 
THEOCRAT most be received at THE THEOCRAT 
office, Administration Bldg., each week not later than 
11 a. m., on Thursdays. 

FOR SALE: Navy beans for planting. Michigan 
grown, free from disease. C. R. Bishop, 3104 Ezra 
Avenue. * 

WANTED TO BUY: Movable Houses. Zion Realty 
Department. 

FOR SALE: A covered one-horse spring wagon; also 
40 acres of land in eastern Florida, for sale or ex- 

change for Zion City property. See W. H. Chambers, 
2200 Elim Avenue. 

FOR SALE: A nice, gentle driving horse, harness, and 
buggy. Will sell separate. Wm. Ballegooyen, 20th 
and Jethro Avenue. 

FOR SALE: 2 fresh cows, with their calves; two- 
horse gasoline engine, with pumping outfit. Mr. 
August Swanson. 3008 Ezekiel Avenue. 

FOR SALE: Rhubarb Roots. Giant Stock. Four roots 
in one bunch, 25c a bunch. Mr. Wm. H. Valkenaar, 
3106 Elim Avenue, Phone 134-M. 

RAISE SORGHUM: I expect to plant several acres and 
put in an outfit for making the syrup, and will do 
custom crushing and evaporating. The early variety 
of cane should do well here, and be profitable. Get 
your seed from some reliable seed firm. C. E. 
Austin, Phone 206-W-2. 

FOR SALE: Sweet corn seed, early and late; sweet 
potatoes, red variety; Everbearing strawberry plants, 

also other strawberry plants; early cabbage plants; 
dahlia bulbs; gladiolus bulbs; Plymouth Rock eggs, 
75c per setting; Buff Cochen Bantam eggs, $1.25 per 
setting; red raspberry bushes; also a quantity oat 
straw. Mrs. T. J. Mitchell, 2414 Gilboa Avenue, Phone 
130-M. 

FOR SALE: Horse, buggy and harness. Shetland 
pony, two years old, broke. Cow, fresh with first 
calf, and a heifer. Mr. A. Tito, Winthrop Harbor, 
111., Phone 102, 

FOR SALE: Reed baby buggy in good condition; 
kitchen cabinet, $4.00; small writing desk, $1.00; 
folding spring cart, $1.00; 3004 Enoch Avenue, 
Phone 176-R. 

FOR SALE: Toulon geese eggs, $1.00 per setting 
of 4. Wm. Ballegooyen, 20th St., and Jethro Ave. 

FOR SALE: 1 huckster wagon, 1 T-wagon, 1 sod 
plow; onion sets, 10c a quart. 2607 Gideon Ave. 
Phone 195-J. 

FOR SALE: Heifer calf two weeks old; also want 
to buy second-hand 2 or 3 burner oil stove. F. 
L. Knepper, 2109 Ezra Avenue, Phone 164-W. 

FOR SALE: 1 hard coal heater; 1 New Perfection 
oil stove with oven; one pair silk portiers; 1 small 
rug. Mrs. R. F. Reid, 2410 Elim Avenue, Phone 
126-W. 

FOR SALE: CUT FLOWERS for all occasions'; 
special orders taken for funerals and weddings. 
C. W. Oakes, 3214 Ezra Avenue, Phone 212-R. 

FOR RENT: 5-room flat, 2807 Enoch Avenue. 
Odd pieces of furniture for sale. Inquire even- 

ings or Phone 111-W. Mrs. D. M. Kresge. 

WANTED: Board and Room with Zion family 
without any small children. Phone F. Freeland. 
Zion Blacksmith Shop, 240-R._ 

SHILOH PASTURE will be ready for stock about 
May 1. Apply to P. T. C. Leise, 2718 Edina 
Boulevard. 

FOR RENT: Rooms on first and second floors. 
Inquire J. H. McConnell, 2600 Elim Avenue. 

TRIAL VULCANIZING. Boots and Rubbers, also 
Bicycle Repairs. 2812 Elijah Avenue. 

Main and Mole. 
WANTED: Help in house work from 8 a. m. till 

4 P. M., not Sundays. Apply 2808 Emmaus Ave. 

FOR SALE: Well bred heifer calf. Call at 3210 
Ezekiel Place. 

I 

Fertilizer for Sale 
Both Commercial & Sheep Manure 

ORDER NOW 
Grow All You Can this Year. 

Fertilizer is a Big Paying Invest* 1 
ment 

' 

ZION FEED STORE 
Phone 30 


