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The Kingdom of the Heavens and 
The Church 

(Continued from last week.) 

The Fifteenth Verse of this Twenty-fourth Chapter of 
Matthew marks absolutely the middle of the seven-year 
period, and thus shows that the Fourteenth Verse refers to 
the preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom by the Jewish 

remnant, to be sealed immediately after the beginning of 
the seven years. (See Revelation the Seventh Chapter.) 

When we refer to Jesus as King, we have Israel in mind. 
When we refer to Him as the Head — the Bridegroom — we 

have the Church in mind. 
The Kingdom of the Heavens having been announced 

as at hand — the words “at hand” not to be understood as an 

absolute declaration that the thing announced must at once 

take place, but simply that no other thing then a matter of 

knowledge, or known to have been foretold, should come to 

pass before that which is declared to be at hand takes 

place — Jesus then announced the constitution of the King- 
dom. (See Matthew, Chapters Five, Six, and Seven.) 

When the Theocratic Kingdom is set up, it will be 

governed according to the principles therein set forth. 

The Legal and Spiritual Application of the Sermon 
On the Mount 

The Sermon on the Mount, so-called, as it applies to the 
Theocratic Kingdom, is LAW. There is, however, a spirit- 
ual application which may be made to the members of the 

Body of Christ. 
Some of the principles which we have in this Sermon are 

restated in the Epistles, where we must go to get teaching 
concerning the Church. 

You must bear in mind that there was no Church until 
the Day of Pentecost; that you do not find the word “church” 
in the Gospel of Mark, the Gospel of Luke, or the Gospel of 
John; that you find the word but twice in the entire Gospel 
of Matthew — first, in the Sixteenth Chapter, where Jesus 
made the prophecy, and then in the Eighteenth Chapter, 
where there is an anticipatory statement relative to disci- 

pline. 

The Correct Application of the Sermon on the Mount 

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth” 
has no reference to the Church — primarily or literally — 

but only morally or spiritually. 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit; for their’s is the King- 

dom of Heaven” has no reference to the Church—primari- 
ly or literally — but only morally or spiritually. 

The reference is to the Theocratic Kingdom which 
will be set up when the Lord comes back in glory, with the 
saints — the earthly, Theocratic Kingdom, with Jerusalem 
as the Capital, and with the throne of David. And the whole 
world will have to come under the dominion of that King- 
dom. 

When the Kingdom of the Heavens is set up, then 
the Sermon on the Mount will be the constitution. 

“And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed; —” (Genesis 22:18) 

That will come to pass — there is no question about it! 
The Bible is perfectly plain on the whole matter. 

Some interesting things will take place when that time 
comes. It will be then that the Gentile nations throughout 
the whole world will realize somewhat their wonderful 

privileges and blessings under the reign, the rule, and the 
administration of the Theocratic Kingdom. 

After they rejected the King and the Kingdom, in the 
last part of the Eleventh Chapter of Matthew Jesus offers a 

new message. It is no longer the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
but Jesus offers salvation to INDIVIDUALS. 

In the Thirteenth Chapter of Matthew the mysteries of 
the Kingdom are presented. The Kingdom that was re- 

jected and postponed now exists in mystery; and it is Christ- 

endom — a mixture of good and evil, of wheat and tares, of 
good fish and bad fish. You and I cannot separate them 
either. It remains for the angels to make the separation. 

Distinguishing Between Israel and the Church 

In the Sixteenth Chapter of Matthew, Jesus makes the 
first mention of the Church — a parenthetical period which 
comes in because of Israel’s rejection of the Kingdom. 

We have something better offered to us than the Theo- 
cratic Kingdom. 

We have offered joint rulership with Jesus the Christ— 
the promise of sitting with Him in His throne, as joint rulers 
over the Theocratic Kingdom and, through it, over the 
earth. 

Beloved, I am poor in spirit, and so is every Christian; I 
am meek, and so is every Christian. A proud man cannot 

expect any blessings under grace. 
My calling is heavenly, my hope is heavenly, my destiny 

is heavenly, and not earthly — not the Israelitish Kingdom 
on the earth, with Jerusalem as the Capital. 

There is the difference. 
In the Sixteenth Chapter of Matthew Jesus made a 

prophecy. He said, “I will build My Church.” That is the 
first mention we have of the Church. It is a prophecy. 

Now, some people never make any progress. They 
have never gotten beyond the Sixth of Matthew. They still 
want to pray the A B C of prayer that has no “in Jesus’ 
Name” in it and no Holy Spirit in it; and they still want to 

get down and say, “O God, forgive me of my sins, as I for- 

give those who sin against me.” 
This is purely legal ground. 
Read Ephesians 4:32 — 

“And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiv- 
ing one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.” 

This is what we have under grace. 
Read also Matthew 18:32, 33, and Matthew 26:28 — 

“Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto 

him, 0 thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredest me; 

“Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?” (Matthew 
18:32, 33) 

“For this is My blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins.” (Matthew 26:28) 

You have no right to ask God to forgive you because 

you have forgiven somebody else. 
That is law, it is not grace. 
Do you and I live on the other side of the Crucifixion or 

on this side of the Crucifixion ? 
Do you and I live on the other side of Pentecost or on 

this side of Pentecost? 

Diabolical Ritualism Devoid of Power 

Zion, there is no man on earth who hates ritualism 
worse than I do. I believe ritualism is from hell. Ritualism 
is the resort of hypocrites. The more ritualism you have, 
the less power you have. 

What do I care because old Rome got up the ritual? 
What is Rome, anyway? 

What are the Lutherans? 
What are the Episcopalians? 
How much of the power of God have they? 
I will read in the Fourteenth Chapter of John. There is 

a verse here — how I wish I could get into its deepest depths! 
I have preached on it a couple of times. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me, 
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do; BECAUSE I GO UNTO MY FATHER.” 

What is next? 
“And whatsoever ye shall ask IN MY NAME, that will 

I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
“If ye shall ask anything IN MY NAME, I will do it. 
“If ye love Me, keep My commandments.” (John 

14:12-15) 
In the Sixteenth Chapter, beginning with the Twenty- 

third Verse: 
“And in that day —” 

What day ? 
“And in that day ye shall ask Me nothing. Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
My Name, He will give it you. 

“Hitherto have ye asked nothing in MY NAME: —” 

Of course not! He had not been crucified. He had not 
been resurrected, and the Holy Spirit had not been sent. 

“Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My Name: ask, and 

ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. 
“These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but 

the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in 

proverbs, but I shall show you plainly of the Father. 
“At that day ye shall ask IN MY NAME; and I say 

not unto you that I will pray the Father for you: —” 

There will be no necessity for it! 
“For the Father Himself loveth you, because ye have 

loved Me, and have believed that I came out from God.” 

(John 16:23-27) 
Get over into your proper place — where the Church 

belongs! 

How to Pray Under Grace 

In the Eighteenth Chapter of Matthew, in that parable 
of the man who was forgiven his debt, and then went out 
and beat one of his fellowservants who owed him an hun- 
dred pence, Jesus said: 

“Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?” 

That is grace. 
In Ephesians, we are taught to forgive those who sin 

against us, BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN. 
I thank God I am not living in the First Century; I 

thank God I am living in the Twentieth Century. I thank 
God I am not living in the days of Noah. I thank God I have 
a Lord Jesus Christ Who is not hanging on the Cross on 

Calvary. I thank God I have a Lord Jesus Christ Who is 
not in the tomb. 

I thank God I have a Lord Jesus Christ Who has been 
crucified, Who has been resurrected, Who has ascended to 
His Father, and now sits on the right hand of God the 
Father, on the Father’s throne in the third heaven, as my 
Intercessor and my Advocate with the Father; and that I 
can pray IN HIS NAME. 

I praise God for that! 
Suppose Harwood and Moot, for instance, were going 

to make a petition of President Wilson. Harwood makes 
his in the name of Elder Reder, and Moot makes his in the 
name of a Senator. Which petition do you think would get 
to the President first? 

Why, Moot’s through the Senator. 

True Prayer in the Name of Jesus and in the Power of 
the Holy Spirit 

Oh, how wonderful is the privilege of prayer! 
“Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My Name—” 

’That is not adoration; it is not worship. It bears 
specifically on the subject of petitions. 

Next, I say you should pray in Jesus’ Name, and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit; and you should not mouth over a 
few words — repeat them over and over — when you do not 
kno\y what any of them mean. 

It is possible to have a lot of form, but no power. 
Why, John Alexander Dowie, when he started in Chi- 

cago, had people who were then singing in church choirs 
melted to tears as they sang, in the little “wooden hut,” such 
hymns as, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” “What a Friend We 
have in Jesus,” “I’ve Reach’d the Land of Corn and Wine,” 
and so on. 

Why? 
Because there was some power in them! 
My brothers and sisters, you and I trust our Father. 
Why? 
Because we have been “born again” and have become 

“new creatures” in Christ Jesus, and are His sons and 
daughters. 

(To be continued.) 
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Classified Advertisements 
SPECIAL NOTICE: — All classified ads. for THE 

THEOCRAT most be received at THE THEOCRAT 
office, Administration Bldgr., each week net later than 
11 a. ni„ on Thursdays. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
3 lines or less, 1 insertion.$0.25 
3 lines or less, 3 insertions. 69 
3 lines or less, 6 insertions. 1.00 
Additional lines lOe a line. 
Terms: Cash with order. 

FOR SALE: Navy beans for planting. Michigan 
grown, free from disease. C. R. Bishop, 3104 Ezra 
Avenue. 

WANTED TO BUY: Movable Houses. Zion Realty 
Department. 

FOR SALE: Rhubarb Roots. Giant Stock. Four roots 
in one bunch, 26c a bunch. Mr. Wm. H. Valkenaar, 
3106 Elim Avenue, Phone 134-M. 

RAISE SORGHUM: I expect to plant several acres and 
put in an outfit for making the syrup, and will do 
custom crushing and evaporating. The early variety 
of cane should do well here, and be profitable. Get 
your seed from some reliable seed firm. C. E. 
Austin, Phone 206-W-2. 

SHILOH PASTURE will be ready for stock about 
May 1. Apply to P. T.' C. Leise, 2718 Edina 
Boulevard. 

_ 

FOR SALE: Sweet corn seed, early and late; sweet 
potatoes, red variety; Everbearing strawberry plants, 

also other strawberry plants; early cabbage plants; 
dahlia bulbs; gladiolus bulbs; Plymouth Rock eggs, 
75c per setting; Buff Cochen Bantam eggs, $1.26 per 
setting; red raspberry bushes; also a quantity oat 
straw. Mrs. T. J. Mitchell, 2414 Gilboa Avenue, Phone 
130-M. 

FOR SAUE: Buffet, taboret, trellis wire, large lawn 
mower, etc. Apply to Dr. A. T. Kline, Dental Office, 
Zion Home. 

FOR SAUE: Bicycle; child’s reed sulky, automobile, 
and high chair; also kitchen table. 3202 Ezra Ave., 
Phone 212-W. 

FOUND: One bushel of potatoes on 29th St. Owner 
can have same by paying for this ad. Call at 2903 
Gilboa Ave. J. W. Enlow. 

PLANTS 
Sweet Potato, Cabbage, Tomato, 

Celery, Pepper and Egg Plants. 
Fine Large Plants. Our Supply is Limit- 

ed, so Order Early. 
Sweet Potato and Strawberry Plants, $ 1 
per 100; 500 for $4; 1,000 for $7. No 
orders accepted on these two after May 10. 

Friend’s Plant and Fruit Farm, 
Phone 247-R 26th St. west of Elec. Ry. 

FOR RENT: Rooms on first and second floors. 
Inquire J. H. McConnell, 2600 Elim Avenue. 

TIRE VULCANIZING. Boots and Rubbers, also Bi- 
cycle Repairs. 2812 Elijah Avenue. 
_Main and Mole. 
CLOSING OUT SALE:—A fine lot of fruit trees. Cher- 

ry, plum, pear, 30 cents each; apple and dwarf pear, 25c each; currant, gooseberry, doz. 55c; Concord 
grapes, doz. 70c. E. Schlappi, 2706 Gilead Ave., Phone 215-W. 

FOR SALE: Everbearing Strawberry; cabbage, to- 
mato, celery, choice aster, stock, calliopsis, and 
sweet alyssum plants; also 5 gal. oil can. 2915 Enoch Ave. 

FOR SALE: Single Comb White Leghorn eggs and 
chicks from good winter layers. Edgar Brooks, 2904 Ezekiel Avenue. 

Fertilizer for Sale 
Both Commercial & Sheep Manure 

ORDER NOW 
Grow All You Can this Year; 

Fertilizer is a Big Paying Invest- 
ment. 

ZION FEED STORE 
Phene SO 


