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GOVERNMENT FORECAST INDICATES 
HEAVY WHEAT CROP 

The May crop report, just given out by the 
Department of Agriculture, forecasts 572,539,- 
000 bushels of winter wheat. A winter wheat 
crop as large as that would place this year’s 
harvest as the third largest ever gathered in the 
United States. The estimate is 12,500,000 bu- 
shels more than forecast in April, and 154,400,- 
000 bushels more than the crop harvested last 
summer. 

While 5,778,000 acres of winter wheat sown 

last fall has been abandoned, there are 36,392,- 
000 acres still standing, which is the largest on 

record since the 40,453,000 acreage in 1915. It 
is also a noteworthy fact that the bumper yield 
of 1914 was produced on an area nearly 400,000 
acres smaller than that remaining for harvest 
this season. 

On weather conditions from now until harvest 
time will depend whether the crop will be 
larger or smaller than the present estimate. 
The largest crop of winter wheat ever grown 
in the United States was 684,990,000 bushels, 
in 1914. 

Upon the size of the spring wheat crop de- 
pends whether the coveted billion bushels of 
wheat is to be reached this year. Preliminary 
reports indicate an increase in the acreage of 
spring wheat which may be sufficient, under 
good growing conditions, to bring the total well 
toward the billion mark. However, no assured 
estimate can be placed at the present time, and 
no official report will be made on the acreage 
until June. 

Reports indicate that the seed already in the 
ground has germinated well, generally. 

AIRPLANE MAIL SERVICE INAUGURATED 

Aerial mail service in the United States be- 
came an accomplished fact on May 15, thus 
marking an epochal event in American history. 
The service was inaugurated between Washing- 
ton and New York. Each machine will fly only 
half the lap of the journey, the mail being 
transferred to different planes at Philadelphia. 
With the exception of Sunday, daily trips each 
way are planned. 

The first plane started from the national 
capital in the presence of President and Mrs. 
Wilson, Postmaster General Burleson, Secretary 
Daniels, and other high officials, but was forced 
to land thirty miles away because of a mishap 
to the propeller. A consignment of mail, how- 
ever, which left New York for Washington by 
the aerial route, arrived there three hours and 
wenty minutes later. 

The first machine to travel over the route 
tarried about 12,000 letters. The machines are 

aid to be capable of carrying from 300 to 600 
pounds of mail. 

Postmaster General Burleson ordered a new 

24*-cent postage stamp issued for use on the air- 
line, twenty-four cents an ounce being the rate 

proposed for the service. 

CONGRESS VOTES FOR INCREASE IN PAY 
OF LETTER CARRIERS AND POSTAL 

CLERKS 

Both the House of Representatives and 
Senate have passed, by a large majority, the 
bill to increase the wages of letter carriers and 
postoffice clerks, with only one difference. The 
House proposed permanent increases, while the 
Senate made them for the next fiscal year, on 
the ground that, conditions may change. 

WAGE ADVANCES FOR RAILWAY 
EMPLOYES 

Wage increases to 1,939,399 railroad employes, 
ranging from 1 per cent to the highest, to 43 
per cent to the lowest paid workers, and ag- 
gregating $300,000,000, were announced from 
Washington, on May 8, in an exhaustive report 
by the railroad wage commission to Director 
General McAdoo. 

The members of the four brotherhoods of 
railway employes were awarded the smallest 
increases, in view of high pay and recent ad- 
vances. McAdoo, it is stated, will acept the 
report and allow the increase to take effect at 
once, with back from January 1, last. 

A few instances will illustrate the extent of 
the wage increase. Men receiving $2 a day in 
1916 will be paid $2.82; $3 will be increased to 
$4.23, $4 to $5.20, $5 to $6.05. 

Employes paid $75 per month in 1916 will be 
raised to $105.75; $85 per month to $119; $100 
per month to $131.75; $110 per month to 
$140.25; $125 per month to $153; $150 per 
month to $174.25; $200 per month to $216.75. 

Briefly stated, the railroad wage commission’s 
study of conditions showed that the cost of 
livi!, ad increased, approximately, 43 per cent 
since <15. Each dollar now represents, in its 
pow : co purchase a place in which to live, 
for io< 1 to eat and clothing to wear, but 71 
cents, s against the 100 cents of January 1, 
1916. 

The net cost to the railroads of the additional 
pay is estimated at $260,000,000. This is eix- 

elusive of the estimated deficit of $800,000,000 
in government operation of the railroads this 
year, as a result of which Director General 
McAdoo contemplates advancing both passen- 
ger and freight rates. 

LLOYD GEORGE VINDICATED 

By a vote of 293 to 105, Premier Lloyd George 
and his cabinet were vindicated in the House 
of Commons on May 9. 

Thus was defeated, by decisive vote, the 
motion of Former Premier Herbert Asquith for 
the appointment of a select committee to in- 
vestigate the charges of General Maurice, al- 

Under the new arrangement the Santa Fe 
will be the principal road carrying passenger 
traffic from Chicago to Los Angeles, the Chicago 
& Northwestern, Union Pacific and Southern 
Pacific to San Francisco, the Burlington and 
Northern Pacific to Portland, Oregon, and the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul to Seattle. 

Fast 'trains will make the trip to all four 
Pacific coast terminals in seventy-two hours, 
and secondary trains in seventy-eight, A 
similar curtailment is now being worked out 
for southeastern territory. About 35,000,000 
train miles already have been saved in the east- 
ern district of the country. 

Under this qpw arrangement extra fares now 

charged on a few fast trains will be eliminated. 

SPECIAL MEETINGS 
Shiloh Tabernacle 

LORD’S DAY, MAY 19, 1918 

6:30 a. m. Praise, Prayer, and Testimony Meeting. 
9:30 a. m. Bible School 

Lesson: Acts, the Eighteenth Chapter. 

2:30 p. m. Principal Meeting 
( Junior White-Robed Choir 

Processional and J Senior White-Robed Choir 
Recessional | Robed Officers 

t- Uniformed Guard 

Address by the General Overseer 
8:00 p. m. Praise, Prayer and Testimony Meeting. 

SPECIAL NOTE 

The General Overseer will take charge of the meetings — at 6:30 a. m., 

9:30 a. m., and 2:30 p. m. Let all who love God and Zion, and who are here 

to build a Zion City for the honor and glory of God and as a place of refuge 
during the time that now remains before the coming of Christ, rally to the 

services and help by your presence, your prayers, and your talents. 

MONDAY, MAY 20, AT 7:45 P. M. 

A meeting of all the Officers and of all the managers of Zion Institutions 

and Industries. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, AT 3:00 P. M, 

Divine Healing meeting conducted by the General Overseer. 

7:45 P. M. — Praise, Prayer, and Testimony meeting for all. The 

front section will be occupied, in regular order (first year, second year, third 

year), by all persons — men, women, and children — who have moved into 

Zion City during the past three years. 

THURSDAY, MAY 23, AT 7:45 P. M. 

Meeting for all. Front section to be occupied by the managers and 

coworkers of all Institutions and Industries, except the Stores and the Apron 
and Handkerchief Industry. 

ALL WELCOME ALL SEATS FREE 

FREE-WILL OFFERINGS ONLY RECEIVED “CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL’* 

leging that the Premier and other officials of 
the government had deceived the people. of 
Great Britain by false statements concerning 
the army. 

General Maurice recently was deposed as di- 
rector of military operations. His charges 
were made in an open letter to the newspapers. 

The vote was taken after an impassioned 
speech by Lloyd George, in which he stated, 
with emphasis* that such controversies as that 
which had distracted the British Empire for 
several days were paralyzing to the govern- 
ment. 

Minister of Labor G. H. Roberts, referring to 

the attack of General Maurice, said: “No gov- 
eminent can prosecute the war if it is sub- 

jected to continual sniping. Unity is absolute- 
ly essential.” 

CURTAILMENT OF PASSENGER 
SCHEDULES 

Curtailment of transcontinental schedules, 
from Chicago west, effective June 2, was or- 

dered by Director General McAdoo, on May 13. 
The curtailment is expected to save 11,728,000 
train miles a year, and an expenditure of, ap- 
proximately, $18,000,000. 

RETURN OF THE JEWS TO PALESTINE 

Under the heading, “A New Heart In Zion,” 
Norman Hapgood thus writes in a recent issue 
of Leslie’s Weekly: 

“When Mr. Balfour, after the capture of 
Jerusalem, officially committed Great Britain 
to the autonomy of Palestine, a chapter was 

added to the longest continuous drama in the 
history of the world. However the world war 

ends, Zionism will triumph. The entente is 
committed to it. Germany will scarcely oppose 
it further than to find a method of upholding 
Turkey’s face. The pope has given his ap- 
proval. The acceptance of the idea in the 
United States, England and France has in- 
creased with startling speed. 

“As far as the general public is concerned, 
the knowledge of Zionism is about half a dozen 
years old. The persistence of the Jews, their 
distinctiveness, their will to live, goes back 
4000 years. If the Zion dream is realized, the 
Jews will keep their idealism and their vigor. 
They will lose their aggression. A center will 
be given to the Hebrew language, and to the re- 

ligion of the prophets—to that sense of conduct 
which is Hebraism. Comparatively few of the 
whole number will go back to live out the 
philosophy of the centuries, but all over the 
world the Jewish people will be ameliorated. 

Of those who do go back, some of the persecuted 
will seek a refuge, but prosperous and happy 
ones also will give their all to a cause, to the 
ethical saga of a pastoral race; a people with a 

message for humanity, unequaled in history by 
that of any other people save only the ancient 
Greeks. In how few words genius can sum up 
these great things. 

“Saith the Prophet Ezekiel: “A new heart 
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I 

put within you. 
* * * And ye shall dwell in the 

land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall 
be My people * * * And they shall say, This 
land that was desolate is become like the Garden 
of Eden.” 

EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN, AS CAR 
CONDUCTORS, UNDESIRABLE 

The employment of women as street car con- 

ductors, except as a last resort, is discouraged 
by the findings of an investigation conducted in 
New York by the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
and the' Department of Labor. 

The report is based on the record of the New 
York Railway Company, employing 452 women 

conductors, and the Brooklyn Transit Company, 
which in February last had 138 women conduc- 
tors on its surface lines and 297 women car 

guards and conductors on its subway trains. 
“From the facts brought out,” the report de- 

clares, “it must be evident to any thinking 
person that it is practically impossible to make 
the conditions of street railway employment 
even tolerably endurable to women employes, 
apd that the operation of street cars is one of 
the last occupations into which women should 
be lured or forced. 

“Those who advocate the employment of 
women as street car conductors have given 
scanty consideration to irregularities of hours. 

“The principle has been clearly established 
that a woman cannot work at employment re- 

quiring constant standing without seriously en- 

dangering her health. Moreover, the conduc- 
tor is exposed to cold, damp, and draughts 
even on the best type of inclosed vestibule and 
center door cars. 

“The point has been made repeatedly by the 
companies in the investigation that even when 
women have a choice they frequently select 
night runs. At this time the cars, of course, 
are less crowded and the work less strenuous. 
Some of the women have remarked that they 
preferred the night runs because it left them 
the day free to do other things. Others with 
families have said that the night runs enable 
them to look after the children and prepare 
the meals during the day. u 

“The disastrous consequence of employing 
women on night work to enable them to work 
all. day for their families has been so thorough- 
ly demonstrated in other industries that it needs 
no further demonstration in street car oper- 
ation.” 

FOUR BIG EXPRESS COMPANIES 
TO MERGE 

It was reported from Washington, on May 9, 
that a merger of the four leading express com- 

panies of the country—Wells-Fargo, United 
States, American and Adams—with a capital- 
ization of $35,000,000 is to be sanctioned by the 
railroad administration for the period of the 
war. 

The four companies sought to have the gov- 
ernment take them over somer time ago when 
their financial returns began to show danger- 
ous reductions, but with the proposed merger, 
possibility of government operation, apparently, 
will be eliminated. 

A virtual agreement has been reached be- 
tween the administration and the four big com- 

panies on the form of contract which gives the 
national railroad 50 per cent of the gross earn- 

ings and a share in the excess profits. No 
guarantee is provided, but it is stated that the 
terms will be fixed on a sliding scale, so that 
the net revenue will be at least 5 per cent. 

AMERICANS EATING FAR LESS WHEAT 
AND MORE POTATOES THAN 

EVER BEFORE 

Americans today are eating .just 35 per cent 
as much wheat as they consume in a normal 
year, according to an announcement from 
Washington. 

Notwithstanding prospects of a good wheat 
crop, the people must continue on the present 
basis of conservation until August, largely be- 
cause improved shipping conditions are making 
it possible to ship supplies to France and 
Britain as fast as they can be loaded. 

One of Food Administrator Hoover’s experts 
is quoted as saying: “Americans have shown a 

deeper appreciation of this wheat question than 
any people ever displayed on a big public issue. 
It is a monument to the intelligence, education 
and social efficiency of the country, which sur- 

passes anything in our history. 
Corn meal and potatoes, supplemented with 

barley flour and rye, are being used largely as 

substitutes. The consumption of potatoes is 
89 per cent greater than in a normal year. 

While there will be no food to waste any- 
where in the world for many years to come, it 
is estimated that by August 1, the greatest 
strain on wheat products will be over, if present 
crop forecasts materialize and no unforeseen 
circumstances arise. 

(Continued on Pagre 54) 


